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Departmekt  of  Public  Instruction, 
Office  of  State  Superintendent, 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  December  31,  1890. 
To  His  Excellency y  James  E,  Boyd,  Oovernor  of  Nebraska: 

Sir — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  3651,  of 
Chapter  44,  of  the  consolidated  statutes  of  Nebraska,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the  Twelfth  Biennial  Eeport 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  biennium 
ending  December  31,  1892. 

Respectfully, 
A.  K.  GOUDT, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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TEAINING  OF  TEAOHEES. 

'''\Jn  the  rural  schools  are  educated  the  great  masses  of  our  youth, 
a  large  majority  of  these  youth  never  pursuing  their  school 
work  further  than  these  schools.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  these  schools,  then,  should  be  furnished  with  teachers  well 
equipped  in  scholarship  and  well  fitted  by  training  for  the  duties 
of  the  teacher.  Indeed,  in  no  other  school  is  it  so  vital  that  the 
teacher  be  able  to  rely  upon  his  own  preparation  and  upon  his 
own  resources  for  efficiently  performing  his  duties  as  in  the  coun- 
try school,  where  by  reason  of  the  breadth  of  territory  under  the 
control  of  his  superintendent,  the  supervision  is  not  close. 

In  the  city  schools,  where  there  is  a  principal  teacher  or  a  city 
superintendent  with  whom  the  teacher  is  in  almost  daily  contact, 
and  where  almost  at  any  hour  the  subordinate  teacher  may  call 
upon  his  superior  for  advice,  or  for  direction,  or  for  instruction, 
and  where  the  work  of  the  teacher  is  usually  confined  to  the 
teaching  of  but  a  few  subjects  and  but  a  nicely  prescribed  amount 
even  of  these,  the  scholarship  need  not  he  sowbread  nor  so  varied 
as  is  necessary  in  the  teacher  of  the  country  school,  who  would 
be  ctjually  eflicient.  So  it  becomes  of  the  first  importance  that 
there  be  some  provision  made  for  more  fully  equipping  the 
country  school  teacher  in  the  elements  of  mental  science  —the 
basis  of  pedagogy — in  school  management,  and  in  metiiods  of 
instruction. 

With  7,877  teachers  necessary  to  supply  our  schools,  and  with 
5,716  teachers  enrolled  in  the  county  institutes  last  year,  only  1,818 
are  reported  to  have  ever  attended  a  normal  school:  this  is  not  due 
to  their  carelessness;  it  is  largely  due  to  the  laok  of  lacilities  for 
better  preparation. 
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1  proven  by  the  avidity  with  which  every  meaus  for  self- 
lent  is  seized  upon  by  these  teachers  and  by  the  sacrifices 
3y  make,  of  comfort  and  of  money  and  of  time,'  that  they 
►me  better  teachers.  There  is  no  class  of  people  in  the 
iing  greater  efforts  toward  the  educational  eminence 
te  than  are  the  teachers  of  the  state;  and  no  teachers  are 
greater  activity  in  this  direction  than  are  our  country 
and  so  I  say:  Let  our  people  meet  these  teachers  half- 
lis  business  of  education  by  making  it  possible  for  them 
horoughly  do  our  work, 

HE  EQUALIZATION  OF  SCHOOL  TAXES. 

ite  constitution  recites  that,  "  The  legislature  shall  pro- 
;he  free  instruction,  in  the  common  schools  of  this  state, 
rsons  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years." 
Qo  doubt  that  the  framers  of  the  state  constitution  had  in 
thought  that  all  of  the  youth  of  the  state  should  have, 
possible,  equal  opportunities  for  instruction  in  the  cle- 
an education.     Consequent  upon  our  present  methods  of 
Lor  school  purposes  it  frequently  happens  that  of  two  ad- 
joining school  districts  one  levies  the  utmost  tax  permitted  by  the 
statute  and  even  then  is  able  to  have  but  the  minimum  amount  of 
school  permitted  under  our  law,  while  the  other  is  able,  with  a  levy 
of  from  two  mills  to  four  mills,  to  provide  nine  or  ten  months  of 
school  annually  for  its  children. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  the  enactment  of  such  legislation 
as  will  provide,  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  equal  opportunities  for 
the  education  of  all  the  children  in  the  state,  by  some  plan  which 
will  make  taxation  for  school  purposes  more  nearly  uniform 
throughout  the  state  either  by  provision  for  a  school  tax  uniform 
throughout  the  county,  or  else  by  a  school  tax  uniform  through- 
out the  state  whereby  the  stronger  may  help  the  weaker  and  the 
9ntire  state  be  streiagthened. 
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MOEE  SYSTEMATIC  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  KUEAL 
^  SCHOOLS. 

Systematic  and  progressive  study  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  of 
the  rural  schools  is  found  to  be  fraught  with  as  good  results  as  is 
the  same  course  in  the  so-called  graded  schools  of  the  state. 
While  this  is  recognized  by  teachers  everywhere,  and  while  much 
has  been  done  in  the  state  looking  to  the  systematizing  of  these 
rural  schools,  there  is  lack  of  legal  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
county  superintendent,  in  whose  hands,  largely,  rests  the  task  of 
bringing  order  out  of  confusion  and  of  reducing  the  organs  of  ed- 
ucation to  a  system  of  education.  The  county  superintendents  are 
almost  uniformly  making  earnest  effort,  toward  the  realization  of 
the  desire  to  reduce  the  schools  to  a  system;  but  their  duties,  so 
far  as  defined  by  the  statute,  are  largely  advisory;  they  are  not 
clothed,  in  this  matter,  with  executive  authority;  they  can  advise, 
but  they  cannot  enforce. 

TOO  MANY  SCHOOL  DISTllICTS. 

We  have  in  Nebraska  a  great  nrmy  of  school  district  officers, 
each  presiding  over,  and  presumably  directing,  the  school  pJfairs 
of  its  own  little  district ;  many  of  these  districts  are  small  and 
financially  weak,  while  others  are  large  and,  in  wealth,  strong. 

Except  in  mere  matters  of  district  boundary  lines,  the  youth 
are  surrounded  by  substantially  the  same  conditions;  yet  the^^e 
lines  make  all  the  difference  imaginable  between  the  school 
privileges  of  the  children  living  on  o]>posite  sides  of  tliom.  On 
one  side  of  the  line,  under  the  managemont  of  the  district  board, 
the  children  have  the  benefit  of  good  schools  and  long  annual 
terms;  on  the  other  side  an  opposite  state  of  affairs  exists.  This 
is  due  to  the  defective  system  of  divi^^ion  of  the  territory  of  the 
siate  into  school  districts  and  to  the  enormous  number  of  bo.irds 
of  school  management  consequent  upon  our  svstem.     In  many 
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districts  it  is  impossible  to  secure  men  and  women  'who  are 
capable  and  who  can  and  will  devote  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity the  time  and  the  effort  necessary  to  provide  good  schools. 

With  a  smaller  number  of  districts,  and  with  added  responsi- 
bilities attached  to  the  office  of  school  trustee,  it  would  be  possible 
to  pay  members  of  school  boards  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
the  time  devoted  to  the  duties  of  the  office  and  to  secure  men  and 
women  in  all  of  the  districts  of  the  state  for  such  offices  able  to  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  the  duties  imposed,  and  with  the  busi- 
ness qualifications  necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  business 
of  education ;  for  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  education  is  a  busi- 
ness. 

I  have  in  mind  a  small  county  with  seventy-five  school  districts 
and  two  hundred  thirty-one  school  district  officers,  while  the 
county  contains  but  twelve  government  townships.  I  am  per- 
suaded that,  if  each  such  township  were  made  a  school  district 
with  a  board  of  three  or  five  members  empowered,  as  is  the  city 
board,  to  make  provision  for  the  instruction  of  all  the  children  in 
the  district,  to  determine  the  location  of  each  schoolhouse,  to  say 
what  territory  shall  be  tributary  thereto,  to  select,  with  the  advice 
of  the  county  superintendent,  all  the  teachers  for  the  township 
district,  and,  in  short,  to  have  the  management  of  the  school  affairs 
of  the  district  generally,  many  of  the  defects  of  our  present  system 
of  districts  would  be  remedied. 

SUPEEINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTKUCTION. 

The  duties  of  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  as 
prescribed  by  our  statute,  may  be  briefly  summarized,  as  follows : 

1.  To  organize  normal  institutes. 

2.  To  visit  such  schools  as  he  may  be  able  to  do,  advising  with 

school  officers  and  with  teachers, 

3.  To  decide  disputed  points  of  school  law. 
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4.  To  prescribe  forms  for  school  reports. 

5.  To  cause  the  school  laws  to  be  printed. 

6.  To  apportion  the  school  moneys. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  duties  of  the  super- 
intendent are  largely  cither  purely  clerical  or  purely  adviRory. 

Now,  a  strong  system  is  possible  only  when  it  has  a  responsible 
head  with  power  to  execute  as  well  as  to  advise,  with  authority  to 
carry  out  as  well  as  to  suggest  measures.  Imagine  a  board  of 
district  trustees  with  power  merely  to  advise  the  teacher  and  with 
authority  merely  to  make  suggestions  to  the  pupils. 

I  therefore  suggest  to  the  legislature  the  propriety  and  the  wis- 
dom of  the  enacment  of  such  laws  as  will  make  this  office  the  re- 
sponsible  head  of  the  educational  system  of  the  state,  in  order 
tbat  the  educational  function  of  the  state  government  may  be  car- 
ried forward  in  an  energetic  business-like  manner. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

Nebraska  has  a  large  number  of  so-called  **High  Schools,"  but 
no  "High  School  System."  The  educational  work  of  these  high 
schools  stands  next  in  importance  to  that  of  the  rural  schools, 
forming,  as  to  an  extent  they  do,  the  connecting  link  between  the 
rural  school  and  the  state  university,  and  being  the  schools  in 
which  is  completed  the  school  training  of  a  vast  number  of  young 
people  whose  progress  is  arrested  after  leaving  the  district  school 
and  before  reaching  the  university. 

These  schools,  sometimes^. called  the  ^'People's  College,"  fulfill- 
ing the  important  function  ref furred  to  above,  should  by  all  means 
be  strengthened.  Under  present  conditions,  subject,  as  they  are  in 
their  policy,  to  the  caprice  of  every  new  principal  or  superintend- 
ent employed  by  the  boards,  with  no  fixed  or  well  defined  or  well 
regulated  line  of  procedure,  the  high  schools  of  the  state  are  not 
accomplishing    what  they    should   accomplish;    and    they  have 
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neither  the  reputation  nor  the  character  which  they  should  {)os- 
riesd.  The  difficulty  is  not  that  the  teachers  are  incompetent; 
many  of  them  are  scholarly  and  efficient  in  a  very  high  degret^ ; 
it  is  not  that  they  lack  the  appreciation  of  the  people;  our  people* 
highly  appreciate  every  means  for  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
jects taught  in  these  schools;  it  is  almost  wholly  due  to  the  fact 
that  progress  is  retarded  by  frequent  change  in  its  direction;  in 
other  words,  these  schools  are  unreliable.  What  the  school  is  this 
year  is  no  criterion  by  which  to  foretell  its  chai*acter  or  its  policy 
for  the  next  year.  Scarcely  a  change  in  the  principalship  of  any 
high  school  of  the  state  without  the  expectation  on  the  part  of  the 
board  that  a  change  in  the  course  of  study  in  the  high  school 
will  be  advised;  and  the  board,  with  renewed  confidence  in  the 
judgment  of  the  new  principal,  permits  the  expected  change  to 
be  made. 

There  is  no  good  reason  for  any  material  difference  in  the 
courses  of  the  study  in  similar  schools  under  like  conditions 
throughout  the  entire  state.  I  therefore  recommend  such  legisla- 
tion as  will  correct  existing  evils  in  the  high  schooL 

COMPULSOEY  EDUCATION. 

While  our  people  generally  are  ready  to  avail  themselves  of 
every  facility  for  educating  their  children,  there  is  still  a  large 
number  who,  through  ignorance  or  negligence,  permit  their  chil- 
dren to  grow  to  maturity  with  little  or  no  training  for  intelligent 
and  upright  citizenship.  For  this  smaller  class  of  people  com- 
pulsory education  laws  are  enacted. 

Our  present  law  upon  this  subject,  while  good  in  intention,  is 
weak  and  insufficient.  The  present  requirement  is  twelve  weeks 
of  school  per  year  for  all  children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and 
fourteen  years.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  annual  term  re- 
quired should  be  twelve  weeks  in  districts  which  are  required  to 
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nave  three  months  of  school  each  year,  while  sixteen  weeks  should 
be  the  requirement  in  those  districts  in  which  the  minimum  an- 
nual term  is  nine  months. 

Under  our  present  law  it  is  not  made  the  duty  of  anyone  to 
look  after  the  enforcement  of  its  provisions.  I  would  recommend 
that  the  statute  be  strengthened  by  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
county  superintendent  of  each  county  to  see  to  the  enforcement  of 
this  law  and  by  requiring  that  the  teacher  make  to  the  county 
superintendent  a  monthly  report  of  the  names  and  ages  of  all 
children  attending  the  school,  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  state  superintendent 

NIGHT  SCHOOLS. 

In  some  of  the  large  cities  of  the  state  night  schools  have  been 
organized  and  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 
education.  In  these  schools  instruction  is  given  in  the  common 
scliool  subjects  and  in  certain  subjects  that  may  be  called  "in- 
dustrial," as  mechanical  drawing,  stenography,  etc.  I  see  noth- 
ing to  prevent  the  extension  of  this  work  to  smaller  towns  and 
villages  and  even  to  the  rural  districts  for  at  least  a  part  of  the 
winter  term.  If  not  every  evening  of  the  week,  at  least  two  or 
three  evenings  each  week  might  be  devoted  to  instruction  in  a 
few  selected  subjects,  such  as  drawing,  book-keeping,  penman- 
ship, arithmetic,  etc.  The  experiment  of  a  writing  class  or  a 
singing  class  once  or  twice  a  week  has  been  successfully  made  in 
many  places.  Night  schools,  wherever  organized,  should  be 
under  the  control  of  the  local  school  board,  in  order  that  busi- 
ness-like methods  could  be  assured,  and  in  order  tl^at  ncthing 
should  occur  that  would  interfere  with  the  regular  sessions  of  tiie 
day  schools  conducted  in  the  same  houses.  These  night  schools 
would  afPord  intellectual  occupation  through  the  winter  months 
to  many  whose  time  would  otherwise  be  spent  in  idleness,  and 
such  schools  would  become  centers  of  culture  to  the  benefit  of  tht^ 
state. 
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REPORTS  OP  COUNTRY  SCHOOLS. 

I  many  counties  of  the  state  toward  classify- 
country  schools  more  carefully  is  resulting 
9  county  superintendents  to  the  necessity  of 
red  district  records  and  of  more  frequent 
lers  to  the  county  superintendent  direct     I 

good  in  this,  in  the  way  of  bringing  the 
3  teachers  in  closer  relations,  as  well  as  in 
3r  the  teachers  to  conier  with  each  other, 

to  place  results  in  some  tangible  and  com- 
i  word,  one  of  the  results  is  organization. 

ED  SCHOOL  RECORDS. 

are  no  graded  school  records.  I  have 
DT  the  past  two  years  to  collect  statistics 
schools  of  our  larger  cities  and  in  the  vil- 
>ports  of  the  board  made  annually  to  the 
are  brief  and  general  and  in  many  cases 
Besides  this,  there  is  nothing  required  from 
cities  more  than  is  required  of  the  smallest 

Dg  these  evils  is  recommended. 

3H00L  LIBRARIES. 

lucational  center  of  the  community ;  around 
ter  all  the  forces  of  culture  for  the  neighbor- 
potent  force  in  shaping  and  cultivating  the 
the  school.  Under  our  text-book  law,  it  is 
vision  for  the  care  of  books  belonging  to 
are  not  in  actual  use  in  the  hands  of  the 
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This  Buggosts  the  possibility  of  the  collection,  little  by  little, 
of  a  general  library  for  the  school,  which  may  also  be  utilized 
throughout  the  district,  under  proper  regulations,  and  so  become 
an  educational  factor  in  the  home  as  well  as  in  the  school.  I 
believe  that  oifr  present  statute  is  broad  enough  to  authorize  the 
voters  of  the  district  to  provide  at  each  a^nual  meeting  for  a  small 
levy  for  a  school  library ;  this  being  done,  a  useful  school  library 
is  only  a  question  of  a  few  years. 

In  at  least  one  county  in  the  state  there  has  been  set  on  foot  a 
movement  setting  apart  October  21  of  each  year  as  *' Library 
Day."  On  this  day  a  special  effort  is  to  be  made  by  all  the 
schools  of  the  county  to  interest  pupils  and  parents  in  general 
reading.     The  movement  is  worthy  of  consideration. 

EDUCATIONAL  MEETINGS. 

One  of  the  agencies  most  productive  of  good  results  in  our  state 
for  the  past  two  years  is  educational  conventions. 

First,  There  is  the  annual  meeting .  of  the  State  Teachers' 
Association,  bringing  together  for  conference  men  and  women 
from  all  parts  of  the  state.  At  the  meeting  in  December,  1890, 
there  were  in  attendance  something  like  six  hundred  teachers  who 
took,  part  in  the  discussions  of  the  topics  presented  or  were  silent 
listeners  to  these  discussipns,  going  home  at  the  close  to  digest 
and  assimilate  the  thoughts  which  they  had  absorbed.  The  meet- 
ing  in  December,  1891,  was  much  more  largely  attended  than  any 
previous  convention  in  the  state,  there  being  not  less  than  one 
thousand  teachers  present. 

In  addition  to  this  association,  there  has  been  organized  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  state  a  local  association  whose  last  meet- 
ing, in  March,  1892,  was  attended  by  nearly  three  hundred 
teachers ;  then,  there  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state  an  asso- 
ciation of  the  same  sort  with  an  attendance  at  its  March  meeting 
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in  1892  of  something  like  two  hundred  teachers.  Bt^bick.^  these 
there  are  two  other  local  associations  in  the  central  and  RoirJiem 
parts  of  the  state  largely  attended,  as  well  as  an  association  of  city 
superintendents  and  principals  with  semi-annual  meetij.o^s  for  the 
discussion  of  topics  of  special  interest  to  this  class  of  schools. 

These,  with  a  county  association  in  almost  every  county  in  the 
state,  holding,  with  its  subdivisions,  meetings  each  month  in  some 
of  the  counties,  supplemented  by  meetings  of  school  oflBicers  and 
of  patrons  of  the  common  schools — these  altogether  present  edify- 
ing scenes  of  activity  in  all  lines  of  education  in  the  state  and 
suggest  many  interesting  questions  to  their  thoughtful  observer. 

One  of  these  questions  is.  Is  there  danger  that  we  may  mistake 
enthusiasm  for  intelligent  activity  ?  May  it  not  be  that  we  lay 
too  great  stress  upon  the  exaltation  of  the  soul,  and  thus  rely  too 
little  upon  the  earnest  study  that  alone  can  make  one  scholarly  ? 
And,  after  all,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  the  teacher  made 
scholarly  by  acquisition  of  knowledge  and  made  vigorous  by  re- 
flection'upon  that  required  who  is  able  to  inspire  his  pupils  with 
a  desire  to  emulate  the  high  character  of  the  teacher. 

THE  TEACHEBS'  INSTITUTE. 

With  the  great  body  of  teachers  in  our  rural  schools,  and  with 
a  not  inconsiderable  number  of  those  in  our  city  schools,  the  qply 
special  preparation  for  their  work  is  that  gained  through  the 
agency  of  the  county  institute.  This  is  the  part  of  our  educa- 
tional system  most  liable  to  abuse. 

The  organization  and  the  administration  of  the  institute  is 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  county  superintendents.  These  officers 
are  elected  by  popular  vote,  so  there  is  danger  that  in  some  cases 
these  officers  may  select  the  instructors  for  their  teachers  from 
among  teachers  in  their  own  county,  who  may  be  thought  influen- 
tial in  a  political  way,  and  thus  deprive  the  young  teachers  of  the 
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stronger  leadership  of  one  chosen  from  abroad,  where  the  only 
question  that  could  enter  into  the  selection  would  be  one  of  fitness 
to  become  a  teacher  of  teachers. 

In  some  of  these  institutes  much  valuable  time  has  been  taken 
up  by  the  instructors  in  mere  chatter  and  in  going  over  with  the 
teachers  those  things  already  well  known,  and  in  a  constant  effort 
to  fill  up  the  teachers  who  are  already  replete  and  whose  chief 
want  is  time  for  reflection  or  direction  in  the  art  of  studying. 

Much  time  is  spent  uselessly  in  lectures  on  the  theory  and  art 
of  teaching,  when  a  single  lesson  given  to  those  in  attendance  in , 
strict  accordance  with  the  theory  of  teaching  and  in  such  a  way 
as  would  illustrate  and  practically  enforce  the  art  of  instruction 
would  be  more  potent  in  shaping  the  course  of  the  novice  than  a 
volume  of  ialk  about  teaching. 

I  believe  that  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  state  exam- 
ining committee,  appointed  by  this  department,  so  as  to  give  to  that 
committee  authority  to  pass  upon  the  fitness  of  those  who  presume 
to  train  the  teachers  in  our  county  institutes,  would  be  productive 
of  great  good  in  this  direction. 

This  committee  should  also  be  empowered  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  county  superintendent  of  each  county  in  determining 
which  of  the  licensed  instructors  should  take  charge  of  the  insti- 
tute of  the'  county ;  and  the  scope  and  plan  of  work  to  be  done  in 
any  county  institute  should  be  determined  by  the  county  super- 
intendent under  advice  of  this  committee  in  conjunction  with  the 
state  superintendent. 

PKOFESSIONAL   AND   COUNTY    CERTIFICATES    AND 
NORMAL  SCHOOL  DIPLOMAS. 

Under  our  statute,  professional  certificates  may  be  issued  either 
upon  examination  or  upon  college  diplomas.     In  the  latter  case  it 
is  required  that  the  candidate  shall  have  three  years  of  success- 
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ful  experience  as  a  teacher  in  a  higli  school  in  Nebraska;  in  the 
former  case,  the  candidate  must  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in 
rhetoric,  English  literature,  general  history,  physical  geogrr  phy, 
geology,  chemistry,  zoology,  intellectual  philosophy,  and  trigonom- 
etry in  addition  to  the  subjects  necessary  for  a  county  certificate 
of  the  first  grade.  The  examination  may  be  conducted  personally 
by  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  or  by  a  committee  of 
three  competent  teachers  appointed  by  that  officer.  The  examina- 
tions for  some  years  have  been  conducted  by  the  committee  re- 
ferred to  above.  The  names  of  the  committee  as  it  now  exists  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

In  addition  to  the  provisions  for  professional  certificates,  the 
law  authorizes  the  endorsement,  by  the  superintendent  of  public 
instruction,  of  diplomas  from  normal  schools  in  other  states^ 
whereby  the  holders  of  such  diplomas  are  placed  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  holders  of  diploma  from  our  own  state  normal  school, 
our  normal  school  diplomas  being  in  effect  professional  certificates 

While  other  states  issue  state  certificates  upon  similar  evidence 
of  fitness,  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction  of  Nebraska  is 
not  authorized  to  give  any  credit  to  the  holder  of  such  a  certificate 
issued  under  the  laws  6f  another  state.  I  would  recommend  such 
legislation  as  would  permit  the  department  of  education  of  Ne- 
braska to  accept  a  state  certificate  from  another  state  as  evidence 
of  professional  fitness  in  at  least  so  far  as  the  subjects  included 
therein  are  co-incident  with  those  required  in  our  own  examina- 
tion. 

The  following  circular  letter  sets  forth  the  statutory  provisions 
and  the  rules  of  the  department  concerning  the  matter  treated  in 
this  article. 
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CIBCULAR  NO.  2. 

STATE   OP   NEBBASKA, 

DEPARTMENT  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

RELATIVE   TO 

Normal  Diplomas  and  Professional  Certificates. 


SCHOOL  LAWS— SUB-DIVISION  IX. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  be  accounted  a  qualified  teacher, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  school  law,  who  has  not  a  certificate  in 

force  from  a  county  superintendent or  'a 

diploma  from  a  state  normal  school  of  another  state,  approved  by 
the  state  superintendent  of  this  state;  but  such  approval  shall  not 
be  given  until  the  holder  of  said  diploma  presents  proof  of  suc- 
cessful teaching  for  one  year  in  Nebraska,  and  presents  a  first 
grade  county  certificate  given  in  this  state.     ***** 

Sec.  4.  Permanent  teachers  of  high  character  and  broad 
scholarship,  and  who  have  a  successful  experience,  may,  upon 
examination  by  the  state  superintendent  or  by  a  committee  of 
three  competent  teachers  appointed  by  him,  receive  a  professional 
certificate  which  shall  authorize  the  holder  to  teach  in  any  public 
school  in  the  state  without  further  examination. 

Sec.  5.  The  branches  required  for  a  professional  state  certifi- 
cate shall  be  the  following,  to- wit:  Written  arithmetic,  U.  S.  his- 
tory, reading  and  elocution,  English    grammar,    common    and 
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physical  geography  with  map  drawing,  physiology,  algebra,  nat- 
ural philosophy,  chemistry,  composition  and  rhetoric,  bookkeep- 
ing, plane  geometry,  plane  trigonometry,  geology,  zoology, 
botany,  English  literature,  general  history,  intellectual  philos- 
ophy, civil  government  and  school  laws,  and  the  theory  and  art 
of  teaching. 


Normal  Diplomas  will  be  approved  on  the  following  conditions, 
namely:  * 

The  applicant  must  present  (1)  a  normal  diploma  from  another 
state,  f2)  a  fii-st  grade  county  certificate  issued  in  Nebraska,  (3) 
proof  of  one  year's  successful  teaching  in  Nebraska. 

Further,  the  normal  diploma  presented  must  grant  to  the 
holder  the.  right  to  teach  without  examination  in  the  state  in 
which  it  was  giyen. 

The  approval  of  such  normal  diploma  extends  its  jurisdiction 
to  Nebraska,  giving  to  its  holder  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
conferred  by  it  in  the  state  in  which  it  was  issued. 

II. 

Professional  certificates  without  examination  are  issued  under 
the  following  conditions,  namely: 

The  applicant  must  present  (1)  a  diploma  from  a  college  or 
university  of  good  standing,  (2)  a  first  grade  county  certificate 
issued  in  Nebraska,  (3)  evidence  of  having  taught  with  ability 
and  success  in  a  high  school  in  Nebraska  for  at  least  three  years. 

III. 

Professional  certificates  on  examination  are  granted  under 
the  following  conditions,  namely: 

(1)  The  applicant  must  be  a  permanent  teacher  of  high  stand- 
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ing  who  has  had  a  successful  experien(je  in  teaching.  (2)  He 
must  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  subjects  named  in 
section  5,  of  the  law  quoted  above. 

The  examination  will  be  conducted  by  a  committee  appointed 
and  instructed  by  this  department.  It  is  intended  that  two  such 
examinations  shall  be  held  within  the  year,  beginning  January  1, 
1891,  at  such  times  and  places  as  most  fully  accommodate  all 
concerned. 

Further  announcements  will  be  made  through  the  columns  of 
the  North-Western  Journal  of  Education  in  the  near  future. 

Respectfully, 
A.  K.  GOUDT, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

The  names  of  those  who  have  thus  been  admitted  to  the  ranks 
of  professional  teachers  in  the  state  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined 
lists. 

MORE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS  NEEDED. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  schools  need  and  that  the  state  ought 
to  have  more  normal  schools;  and  so  I  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  two  additional  normal  schools  which  may  for  a  term  of 
three  or  four  years  undertake  to  do  no  more  than  to  take  teachers 
through/  a  course  of  instruction  similar  to  that  of  the  elementary 
course  Iq  the  normal  school  at  Peru,  together  with  a  term's  study 
of  the  history  and  p'lilosophy  of  education.  I  am  sure  that  the 
localities  where  sucn  schools  should  be  established  would  gladly 
donate  such  grounds  and  buildings  with  necessary  equipments 
for  carrying  on  their  work,  so  that  the  only  outlay  by  the  state 
would  be  for  instruction  and  current  expenses,  which,  considering 
the  good  which  they  would  produce  in  the  cause  of  common 
school  education  in  the  state,  would  be  well  expended. 
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Professional  certificates   have  been   issued  to  the   foUowing-^ 


named  persons: 


ON  EXAMINATION. 


Oummings,  J.  A. 

Harlan,  C.  F.             Lewis,  Burr 

Elwanger,  0. 

HoflP,  R  L.                 Ostrom  G.  D. 

Gardner,  TV.  H. 

Jones,  J.  W. 

ON  COLLEGE  DIPLOMAS. 

Name. 

Institution. 

State. 

Adams,  Anna  T. 

Coe  'College, 

Iowa. 

Biglow,  A.  H. 

University  of  Nebraska, 

Nebraska. 

Bigelow,  0.  W. 

University  of  Nebraska, 

Nebraska. 

Brain  erd,  0.  H. 

University  of  Iowa, 

Iowa. 

Caster,  G.  M. 

Lincoln  University, 

Illinois. 

Charles,  0.  M. 

Emory  and  Henry  College,  Virginia. 

Daley,  Sara  Kyle 

University  of  Nebraska, 

Nebraska. 

Ebright  William 

Carthage  College, 

Illinois. 

Grinstead,  P.  W. 

National  University, 

Illinois. 

Grubbs,  E.  0. 

Lenox  College, 

Iowa. 

Hull,  H.  A. 

Iowa  College, 

Iowa. 

Jones,  Mary  A. 

University  of  Nebraska. 

Nebraska. 

Lobdell,  M.  H. 

Hillsdale  College, 

Michigan. 

McBride,  Wilson 

Amity  College, 

Iowa. 

McGrew,  Miss  L.  L. 

Lenox  College, 

Iowa. 

O'Connor,  D.  C. 

Alleghany  College, 

Pennsylvania. 

Overholt,  K.  D. 

University  of  Toronto, 

Canada. 

Patterson,  J.  J. 

Dickinson  College, 

Pennsylvania. 

Pickrell,  0.  B. 

Penn  College, 

Iowa. 

Reese,  D.  E. 

Marietta  College, 

Ohio. 

Sanford,  Mary  E. 

Mt.  Holyoke  College, 

Massachusetts 

Seymour,  A.  H. 

Northern  Illinois  College 

),  Illinois. 

Skipton,  Frank 

Wesleyan  University, 

Iowa. 

Ure,  Emma  J. 

Monmouth  College, 

Illinois. 

Wentch,  Julia  A. 

State  Agricultural  College,  Iowa. 
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Normal  diplomas  have  been  endorsed  for  the  following  named 
persons : 

Institution.  State. 

Albany  Normal  School,       New  York. 

Potsdam  Normal  School,     New  York. 

Predonia  Normal  School,    New  York. 

Platteville  Normal  School,  Wisconsin. 
Chamberlai^,Mrs.A.M.  Bridgewater  Nor.  School,  Massachusetts. 
Conklyn,  Mary  P.  California  Nor.  School,       Pennsylvania. 

Edinboro  Nor.  School,        Pennsylvania. 

Mansfield  Nor.  School,       Pennsylvania. 

Mankato  Normal  School,    Minnesota. 

Shippensburgh  N.  School,  Pennsylvania. 

Normal  Dept  State  TJni.,   Missouri. 

White  Water  Nor.  School,  Wisconsin. 

Oswego  Normal  School,     New  York. 

Worcester  Nor.  School,      Massachusetts. 

Framingham  Nor.  School,  Massachusetts. 

Lockhaven  Nor.  School,     Pennsylvania. 

Bloomsburgh  Nor.  School,  Pennsylvania. 
Thompson,  Milton  E..     Warrensburgh  N.  School,  Missouri. 
Wright,  Miss  L.  E.         Edinboro  Normal  School,  Pennsylvania. 


Name. 
Beattie,  Carrie  A. 
Boyle,  Julia  A. 
Brayman,  Mary 
Burton,  Q-eorge 


Goodban,  H.  F. 
Green,  Katharine  M. 
Handley,  Addie  B. 
Hunter,  D.  M. 
Kelly,  John  Henry 
McNamara,  Dan'l  W. 
Metcalf,  Armina  F. 
Plumer,  Alice  C. 
Powers,  Elizabeth  H. 
Sell,  S.  H. 
Stephens,  A.  P. 


COLUMBUS  DAY. 

Preparatory  to  the  proper  observance  of  the  four  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  America,  the  following  circular 
letter  was  issued: 
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\!  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 

E  TO  COLUMBUS  DAY. 


fOR'S  PROCLAMATION. 

United  States  having  appointed  Friday, 
e  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  dis- 
3olumbus,  by  his  proclamation,  a  national 
led  its  observance,  and  the  department  of 
National  Educational  Association  having 
lea  of  a  national  holiday,  the  celebration 
bools  of  the  republic  be  everywhere  the 
►ration  being  at  once  patriotic  and  credit- 
splendid  a  record  in  educational  matters 
>fore,  I,  James  E.  Boyd,  governor  of  the 
Bcordance  with  the  action  of  the  president 
ad  in  response  to  the  wishes  of  the  Na- 
ciation,  do  hereby  designate  and  appoint 
,  Friday,  October  21,  1892,  as  a  public 
d  that  it  be  observed  by  the  different 
State  of  Nebraska;  that  business  be  sus- 
lat  civil  and  military  organizations  take 

and  that  the  day  be  devoted  to  the  in- 
of  this  land  with  the  true  appreciation  of 
ad  destiny  of  this  nation. 
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This  work  is  especially  committed  to  the  Hon.  A.  K.  Groudy, 
superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State  of  Nebraska, 
at  the  capital,  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  this  6th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.,  1892. 

By  the  Governor.  James  E.  Boyd. 

John  C.  Allen, 

Sea^etary  of  State, 


TO   SCHOOL    OFFICERS,  TEACHERS,   AND    PATRONS 
OF  THE  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS: 

In  consonance  with  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  tJnited  States  and  with  proclamations 
issued  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the  governor  of 
Nebraska,'  this  department  recommends  to  all  oflScers,  teachers, 
and  patrons  of  the  schools  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  that  the 
children,  the  patrons,  and  the  friends  of  education  and  of  Ameri- 
can patriotism  be  invited  to  join  in  a  school  celebration  of  the 
four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  America  to  be 
held  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  1892,  in  the  manner  set  forth 
in  the  accompanying  circular,  issued  by  the  executive  committee 
appointed  by  the  department  of  superintendence  of  the  National 
Educational  Association,  at  Brooklyn,  February  17,  1892. 

This  is  the  first  attempt  to  make  the  schools  of  the  entire 
country  the  centers  of  local  demonstrations  all  over  the  United 
States. 

The  event  to  be  celebrated  is  grandly  fitted  to  inspire  a  noble 
and  intelligent  patriotism,  and  the  public  school,  the  outgrowth 
of  the  American  civilization,  may  properly  claim  the  right  to 
lead  in  this  jubilee. 
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While  the  public  school  is  the  product  of  Amerieai;  nj^uiit,  the 
perpetuity  and  the  character  of  our  institutions  depend  largely 
upon  the  training  which  the  schools  of  the  State  give  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State;  and  so  it  is  peculiarly  fitting  that  in  this  fes- 
tival the  schools  shall  lead;  so  let  the  schools  lead,  and  let  all  the 
people  follow. 

The  boys  and  girls  may  be  led  to  feel  that  in  this  celebration 
they  are  partakers  in  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  Columbian 
Exposition  in  progress  at  the  same  time  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

I  trust  that  every  effort  will  be  made  in  every  community — in 
every  school  district  in  the  state — ^to  stir  up  the  people  to  a 
realization  of  the  far-reaching  results  of  the  event  to  be  com- 
memorated on  that  day,  and  that  the  local  press,  so  ready  at 
all  times  to  do  its  part  in  arousing  and  intensifying  every  propei 
sentiment,  may  be  everywhere  enlisted. 

I  am  confident  that  those  in  charge  of  the  educational  interests 
of  the  state  will  be  ready  to  respond  to  this  call  as  they  have 
uniformly  done  in  response  to  the  recommendations  of  this  de- 
partment. Eespectfally, 

A.  K.  GOUDT, 

Superintendent  Public  Instruction, 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  Sept.  17,  1892. 

Eesponsive  to  the  suggestion,  the  schools  of  the  State  in  large 
numbers,  some  with  brief  and  simple  programs,  some  with 
imposing  ceremonies  and  parades,  and  all  with  the  national  flag 
in  a  prominent  position  made  the  day  a  glad  holiday ;  it  was  noi 
a  mere  holiday,  for  it  was  made  the  occasion  for  teaching  the 
lessons  pertinent  thereto  and  of  impressing  on  the  minds  of  the 
youth  that  the  greatness  of  a  nation  rests  in  the  character  of  its 
citizens. 
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ARBOB  DAT. 

This,  Nebraska's  gift  to  the  States  of  the  Union,  was  not 
overlooked  by  the  schools  of  Nebraska  either  in  1891  or  in  1892, 
the  historic  years  of  State  and  Nation.'  The  following  circular  let- 
ters were  issued  by  this  department  in  1891  and  in  1892,  respec- 
tively: 

CIRCULAR  No.  3. 

ARBOR  DAY  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  March  18, 1891. 

Much  has  been  said  by  those  able  to  do  so  of  the  uses  of  trees 
both  from  an  economic,  an  aesthetic,  and  an  educational  point  of 
view.  There  will  be  found  in  the  excellent  and  beautiful  letters 
so  kindly  written  for  this  circular  many  most  cogent  reasons  for 
an  observance  of  this  occasion.  1  am  told  that  over  400,000,000 
trees  have  been  planted  in  Nebraska  on  the  Arbor  Days  of  the 
past;  if  these  were  planted  in  a  body,  placing  the  trees  four  feet 
i^art  in  rows  and  making  the  rows  eight  feet  apart,  it  would 
make  a  forest  more  than  twenty  miles  square,  covering  an  area  of 
over  400  square  miles. 

The  program  presented  in  this  circular  is  merely  suggestive. 
In  some  of  the  states,  in  connection  with  the  day's  program,  the 
boys  and  girls  have  voted  on  their  choice  of  trees  for  a  "State 
Tree;"  this  has  been  done  by  some  of  them  making  "nomina- 
tion "  as  they  would  nominate  candidates  for  office,  each  setting 
forth  the  good  qualities  of  the  tree  nominated,  showing  why  it 
should  be  the  choice  of  all ;  after  the  nominations,  let  the  pupils 
proceed  to  "ballot"  for  1*  State  Tree,"  send  report  to  their  county 
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superintendent,  who  will  report  to  this  office,  and  the  result  will 
then  be  announced  through  the  North-Western  Journal  of  Edu- 
cation. It  is  suggested  that  each  school  plant  one  tree  jointly 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and  name  it  in  honor  of  some  prom- 
inent personage,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  elected  by  the 
school  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  provide  for  the  safety  and  care  of 
the  tree  until  it  is  "old  enough  to  care  for  itself."  In  addition  to 
this  as  many  other  trees,  shrubs,  vines,  and  flowers,  both  at  home 
and  at  school,  as  are  advisable  might  be  planted.  It  would  aflford 
me  great  pleasure  to  have  the  teachers,  or  pupils  appointed  by 
them,  make  a  somewhat  full  report  to  their  respective  county 
superintendents  of  the  number  and  kind  of  trees  planted,  and  I 
should  be  pleased  to  receive  abstracts  of  such  reports  from  the 
various  county  superintendents  at  the  time  of  making  their  annual 
census  reports  to  this  office.  With  the  hope  that  many  homes 
and  school  grounds  may  be  made  more  beautiful  by  and  in 
conseq-uence  of  the  observance  of  Arbor  Day,  and  that  it  may 
be  made  the  occasion  of  many  lessons  in  truth,  beauty,  goodness, 
and  love  of  our  homes,  our  schools,  and  our  country,  this  circu- 
lar is  sent  forth  to  the  parents,  the  teachers,  and  especially  the 
school  children  of  Nebraska. 

Respectfully, 

A.  K.  GOUDY, 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction. 
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APEIL  22,  ARBOR  DAY. 

PBOGBAM. 

Music. America 

Roll  Call 

Responses,  Scriptural  or  other  Quotations 
About  Trees. 

Prayer 

Reading Origin  and  History  of  our  Legalized  Arbor  Day 

Reading Circular  of  State  Superintendent 

Music 

Recitation The  Secret* 

Recitation The  Birds  and  the  Children 

Recitation The  Sweet  Red  JRose 

Song  or  Recitation Pretty  Little  Blue  Bird 

Recitation A  Riddle  (The  Young  Dandelion) 

Recitation The  Lilac 

Recitation •. A  Few  Old  Proverbs 

Song 

Recitation '. Ready  for  Duty 

Recitation Plant  a  Tree 

Recitation What  do  we  Plant 

Music , 

Recitation Planting  of  the  Apple  Tree 

Essay Notable  and  Curious  Trees 

Recitation The  Flower  of  Liberty 

Recitation A  Petrified  Fern^ 

# 

Recitation Resurgam 

Reading  (Selected) — Talks  on  Trees Holmes 

Nominations  for  State  Tree 

Vote  for  State  Tree 

Election  of  Tree  Committeie 

Naming  and  Planting  Tree 

Music Star  Spangled  Banner 
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Most  of  the  selections  for  this  program  are  taken  from  that 
beautiful  book  called  "Arbor  Day  Manual,"  by  Charles  B.  Skin- 
ner, Albany,  N.  Y. 

Do  not  forget  the  material  which  you  have  at  hand.  Much  of 
the  best  of  our  own  Bryant,  Whittier,  Holmes,  and  Longfellow 
being  found  in  the  various  readers.  Enthusiasm  is  the  pick 
which  will  bring  this  all  to  light  for  your  use. 

SUGGESTIONS.       , 

Assign  the  "Bed  Bose"  to  two  little  girls.  Let  one  recite  the 
first  stanza,  addressing  a  rose  or  a  picture  of  a  rose. 

The  second  replies  with  the  second  stanza,  addressing  the  first 
speaker  emphasizing  strongly  the  word  "you"  and  reciting  very 
slowly  the  third  line. 

Preceding  the  vote  for  "State  Tree"  require  the  pupils  to 
nominate  the  favorite  trees  in  prepared  speeches,  presenting  the 
characteristics  of  the  tree 'which  entitle  it  to  consideration  as  a 
candidate  for  the  honor  of  the  title  "Nebraska  Tree."  Let  the 
last  be  the  selection,  "My  Tree,"  known  only  to  the  one  who 
recites. 

Have  the  school  guess  the  **Biddle." 

SOBIPTUBAL  QUOTATIONS. 

Gen.  L  11;  Gen.  IL  9;  Gen.  L'29;  Matt.  TIL  17,  (18,  19); 
Psalm  L  3,  or  1,  2,  3:  Deut.  XX.  19,  20;  The  wise  man  says: 
Prov.  XI.  30;  Prov.  XV.  4;  Prov.  XV.  19;  Prov.  XIIL  12;  Prov. 
III.  18;  Bev.  XXI.  9,  10,  omitting  from  word  '* hither;"  Bev. 
XXII.  2;  Bev.  II.  latter  part  of  7;  Matt.  VIL  20. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  31 

QUOTATIONS. 

He  who  plants  trees  loves  others  besides  himself. 

I  have  written  many  verses,  but  the  best  verses  I  have  produced 
are  the  trees  I  have  planted. 

— O.  W.  Holmes. 

Jock,  when  ye  hae  naething  else  to  do,  ye  may  be  sticking  in  a 
tree;  it  will  be  growing,  Jock,  when  ye're  sleeping. 

— Read, 

It  never  rains  roses,  when  we  want  to  have  more  roses  we  must 
plant  more  trees. 

— Oeorge  Eliot, 

Flowers  are  the  sweetest  things  that  God  ever  made  and  forgot 
to  put  a  soul  into. 

— li,  W,  Beecher, 

Give  fools  their  gold  and  knaves  their  power; 

Let  fortune's  bubble  rise  and  fall; 
Who  sows  a  field,  or  trains  a  flower, 

Or  plants  a  tree,  is  more  than  all. 

Earth's  tall  sons,  the  cedar,  oak,  and  pine. 
Their  parents'  undecaying  strength  declare. 

Who  does  his  duty,  is  a  question 

Too  complex  to  be  solved  by  me; 
But  he,  I  venture  the  suggestion. 

Does  part  of  his  that  plants  a  tree. 

Large  streams  from  little  fountains  flow; 
Tall  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow. 

— John  Burrough, 
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THE  BIETHPLACE  OF  ABBOR  DAY. 

By  Ex-GrOVERNOR   Robert  W.  Furnas,  Seobetary  Nebraska 
State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Brownvillb. 

What  is  now  generally  known  almost  throughout  the  civilized 
world  as  "Arbor  Day"  originated  in  Nebraska  in  this  wise;  At 
an  annual  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
held  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  January  4th,  1872,  the  Hon  J.  Ster- 
ling Morton,  of  Nebraska  City,  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  after  some  little  debate  as 
to  the  name;  some  of  those  present  contended  for  the  term 
"Silvan"  instead  of  "Arbor:" 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday,  the  10th  day  of  April,  1872,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  and  consecrated  for  tree  planting 
in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture 
hereby  name  it  Arbor  Day,  and  to  urge  upon  the  people  of  the 
State  the  vital  importance  of  tree  planting,  hereby  ofiPer  a  special 
premium  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  agricultural  society  of  that 
county  in  Nebraska  which  shall  upon  that  day  plant  properly 
the  largest  number  of  trees;  and  a  farm  library  of  twenty-five 
dollars'  worth  of  books  to  that  person  who,  on  that  day,  shall 
plant  properly,  in  Nebraska,  the  greatest  number  of  trees. 

Resolved,  That  the  newspapers  of  this  State  be  req.uested,  by 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  keep  the  resolution  in  regard 
to  the  anniversary  day  for  tree  planting  standing  in  their  columns 
until  April  10th  next,  and  1;o  call  special  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  importance  of  the  matter  from  time  to  time. 

The  newspapers  of  the  State  were  generous,  as  they  are  now 
and  always  have  been  in  this  matter,  and  kept  Arbor  Day  well 
before  the  people.  The  result  was  that  over  a  million  trees  were 
planted  in  Nebraska  on  the  first  Arbor  Day,  April  10th,  1872, 
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Legalizing  the  day. — In  1875,  the  governor  of  Nebraska,  by 
])ublic  proclamation,  set  apart  the  third  Wednesday  in  April  as 
Arbor  Day,  and  recommended  that  the  people  observe  it  as  a  day 
of  tree  planting.  It  was  generally  observed  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
and  many  thousand  of  trees  were  planted  on  that  day.  Annually 
thereafter  other  governors  followed  this  example,  until  at  the  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  in  the  winter  of  1885,  an  act  was  passed 
designating  the  22d  of 'April  in  each  year  as  Arbor  Day,  and 
making  it  one  of  the  legal  holidays. 

Law  for  Nebraska,  Chap.  41: 

Section  8.  (Days  to  be  observed  as  holidays.) — That  the  fol- 
lowing days,  to- wit:  the  first  day  of  January,  February  twenty- 
second,  and  the  twenty-second  of  April,  which  shall  be  known  as 
''Arbor  Day,'*  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  May,  and  July  fourth,  and  any  day  appointed  or  recom- 
ipended  by  the  governor  of  the  State  or  the  president  of  the  United 
States  as  a  day  of  fast  or  thanksgiving,  and  when  any  one  of  these 
days  shall  occur  on  Sunday  then  the  Monday  follomng  §hall,  for 
all  purposes  whatsoever  as  regards  the  presenting  for  payment  or 
acceptance,  and  the  protesting  and  giving  notice  of  dishonor  of 
bills  of  excliange,  bank  checks,  or  promissory  notes  made  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  be  deemed  public  holidays,  and  be  treated 
and  considered  as  is  the  first  day  of  the  week,  commonly  called 
Sunday.  Provided,  that  when  any  one  of  these  days  shall  occur 
on  Monday,  any  bill  of  exchange,  bank  check,  or  promissory  note 
made  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  but  for  this  act  would 
fall  due  and  be  payable  on  such  Monday,  shall  become  due  and 
payable  on  the  day  thereafter. — Prairie  Farmer, 
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Omaha,  March  13,  1891. 

A.  K.  GouDr,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  wish  I  might  answer  to  your  request  to  say 
something  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  our  public  schools  to  en- 
liven their  interest,  or  instruct  their  intelligence,  upon  the  observ- 
ances of  Arbor  Day,  and  to  my  own  satisfaction- 1  cannot  decline 
to  say  a  few  words  of  commendation  of  its  prominence  which 
our  educators  are  giving  to  this  festival  of  Ai'bor  Day  in  this  and 
other  States.  Bom  in  the  happy  thought  of  one  of  our  own  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  who  ranks  high  among  the  early  founders  of 
our  State,  it  is  not  surprising  that  here  it  is  celebrated  with  fresh 
enthusiasm  as  the  years  roll  on. 

I  would  not  change  the  method  of  observing  our  great  Nebraska 
Day,  but  I  would  enjoin  upon  teachers  and  the  children,  and  i^pon 
the  parents  and  the  home,  the  beauty  and  the  wisdom  of  planting 
and  decorating  with  tree,  shrub,  and  flower  on  that  and  on  al! 
other  suitable  days. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  teachers  and  children  to  a  single  thought, 
in  the  hope  that  the  observance  of  Arbor  Day  by  men,  from  year 
to  year,  may  be  made  more  and  more  educational  in  its  tendency. 
Under  your  admonition  for  brevity,  I  will  try  to  embody  it  in  the 
following  question :  Might  not  Arbor  Day  celebrations  be  utilized 
in  the  very  hour  and  act  of  planting,  with  living  leaf  and  rootlet 
serving  as  texts  and  object  lessons,  by  the  delivery  of  short,  fami- 
liar lectures,  teaching  the  children  something  of  the  wondrous  part 
which  the  God-given  trees  play  in  the  world's  economy? 

Most  truly  yours, 

George  L.  Miller, 

Omaha  Park  Commissioner. 
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A    BRIEF    WORD    TO    NEBRASKA    CHILDREN    WHO 

PLANT  TREES  AND  FLOWERS  ON 

ARBOR  DAY. 

■  [By  Request  of  State  Superintendent.] 

It  was  written  long  years  ago  that  "groves  were  God's  first 
temples,"  and  further  that  "  He  who  plants  a  tree  pJants  hope,  joy, 
peace,  youth,  love."  A  most  happy  characteristic  of  civilized 
life  is  "days  we  celebrate" — "remembrance  days" — ^gratitude, 
and  such  like  kindreds.  Grermans  in  the  motherland,  it  is  said, 
have  a  remembrance  habit  of  each  member  of  the  family  planting 
a  tree  on  Whitsuntide,  forty  days  after  Easter.  Early  in  the 
morning  of  the  same  day  singing  societies  march  to  the  top  of 
some  high  hill  to  hail  with  song  the  rising  sun  for  its  warmth, 
and  blessings  to  Flora,  the  goddess  of  flowers,  and  Sylvanus,  the 
deity  who  presides  over  woods  and  trees.  Old  Mexicans  planted 
trees  and  named  them  after  their  children.  The  Aztecs  used  to 
plant  a  tree  when  a  child  was  bom,  and  it  bore  the  name  of  the 
child  ever  afterwards.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  says,  ''When  we 
plant  trees  we  are  doing  what  we  can  to  make  our  planet  a  more 
wholesome  and  a  happier  place  for  those  who  come  after  us;" 
and  George  Eliot  adds,  "It  never  rains  roses.  When  we  want 
more  roses  we  must  plant  more  trees." 

"Arbor  Day"  is  a  Nebraska  child  and  J.  Sterling  Morton  its 
parent.  By  a  law  of  Nebraska  April  the  22d  is  designated  as 
that  day.  We  used  to  read  in  the  older  day  school  books:  ''April 
showers  bring  May  flowers."  Hence  the  appropriateness  of  the 
month  named.  There  is  something  peculiarly  impressive,  beau- 
tiful, and  enduring  in  planting  trees — especially  memorial  trees. 
They  live  and  speak  for  us  after  we  are  gone. 

Let  the  hands  of  pure,  joyous  children  plant  trees  and  flowers. 
Let  Arbor  Day  ever  be  remembered  and  observed  is  the  sincere 

wish  of  ROBT.    W.    FUBNAS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


=  ^'Ti 


36  REPORT  OF  THE 

Abbob  Lodge,  Near  Nebraska  City,  Otoe  County,  ) 

Nebraska,  March  13,  1891.      ) 

My  Dear  Mr.  Goudy — Complying  with  your  request  of  Feb- 
ruary 26th,  I  have  addressed  the  following  to  the  pupils  of  the 
Nebraska  schools: 

A  tree  is  the  perfection  in  strength,  beauty,  and  usefulness  of 
vegetable  life.  It  stands  majestic  through  the  sun  and  storm  of 
centuries.  Resting  in  summer  beneath  its  cooling  shade,  or 
sheltering  beside  its  massive  trunk  from  the  chilling  blast  of 
winter,  we  are  prone  to  forget  the  little  seed  whence  it  came. 
Trees  are  no  respecters  of  persons.  They  grow  as  luxuriantly 
beside  the  cabin  of  the  pioneer  as  against  the  palace  of  the  mil- 
lionaire. Trees  are  not  proud.  What  is  this  tree  ?  This  great . 
trunk,  these  stalwart  limbs,  these  beautiful  branches,  these  grace- 
fully bending  boughs,  these  gorgeous  flowers,  this  flashing  foliage 
and  ripening  fruit,  purpling  in  the  autumnal  haze,  are  only  living 
materials  organized  in  the  laboratory  of  Nature's  mysteries  out 
of  rain,  sunlight,  dews,  and  earth.  On  this  spot,  in  this  tree,  a 
metamorphosis  has  so  deftly  taken  place  that  it  has  failed  to 
excite  even  the  wonder  of  the  majority  of  men. 

Here  sixty  years  ago  a  school  boy  planted  an  acorn.  Spring 
came,  then  the  germ  of  this  oak  began  to  attract  the  moisture  of 
the  soil.  The  shell  of  the  acorn  was  then  broken  open  by  the 
internal  growth  of  the  embryo  oak.  It  sent  down  a  rootlet  to 
get  soil  and  water,  and  upward  it  shot  a  stem  to  which  the  first 
pair  of  leaves  was  attached.  These  leaves  are  thick  and  fleshy. 
They  constitute  the  greater  bulk  of  the  acorn.  They  are  the  first 
care-takers  of  the  young  oak.  Once  out  of  the  earth  and  in  the 
sunlight  they  expand,  assume  a  finer  texture,  and  begin  their 
usefulness  as  nursing  leaves — folia  nutrentia.  They  contain  a 
store  of  starch  elaborated  in  the  parent  oak  which  bore  the  acorn. 

In  tree  infancy  the  nursing  leaves  take  oxygen  from  the  air, 
and  through  its  influence  the  starch  in  the  nursing  leaves  is  trans- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  37 

mitted  into  a  tree-baby  food  called  dextrine,  which  is  conveyed 
by  the  water  absorbed  during  germination  to  the  young  rootlets 
and  to  the  gemmule  and  also  to  the  first  serial  leaf.  So  fed,  this 
leaf  expands  and  remains  on  the  stem  all  summer.  The  nursing 
leaves  die  when  the  aerial  leaves  have  taken  their  food  away,  and 
then  the  first  stage  of  bakhood  has  begun.  It  has  subterranean 
and  super-terranean  organs,  the  former  finding  plant-food  in  the 
earth,  and  the  latter  gathering  it  in  the  air,  the  sunlight,  and 
storm.  The  rootlets  in  the  dark  depths  of  soil,  the  foliage  in  the 
sunlit  air  begin  now  their  common  joint  labor  of  constructing  a 
majestic  oak.  Phosphates  and  all  the  delicacies  of  plant-food  are 
brought  in  from  the  secret  stores  of  the  earth  by  the  former, 
while  foliage,  twig,  and  trunk  are  busy  in  catching  sunbeams,  air, 
and  thunderstorms  to  imprison  in  the  annual  increment  of  solid 
wood,  There  is  no  light  coming  from  your  wood,  corncob,  or 
coal  fire  which  some  vegetable  Prometheus  did  not,  in  the  days  of 
its  growth,  steal  from  the  sun  and  secrete  in  the  mysteries  of  a 
vegetable  organism. 

Combustion  lets  loose  the  captive  rays  and  beams  which  grow- 
ing plants  imprisoned  years,  centuries,  and  even  eons  ago,  long 
before  human  life  began  its  earthly  career.  The  inter-depend- 
ence of  animal  and  tree  life  is  perennial.  The  intermission  of  a 
single  season  of  a  vegetable  life  and  growth  on  the  earth  would 
exterminate  our  own  and  all  the  animal  races.  The  trees,  the 
forests  are  essential  to  man's  health  and  life.  When  the  last 
tree  shall  have  been  destroyed  there  will  be  no  man  left  to  mourn 
the  improvidence  and  thoughtlessness  of  the  forest-destroying 
race  to  which  he  belonged. 

In  all  civilizations  man  has  cut  down  and  consumed,  but  sel- 
dom resorted  to  replanting,  the  forests.  In  Biblical  times  Pales- 
tine was  lovely  in  the  foliage  of  the  palm,  and  the  purpling 
grapes  hung  upon  her  hillsides  and  gleamed  in  her  fertile  valleys 
like  gems  in  the  diadems  of  her  princes.      But  man,  thoughtless 
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of  the  future,  careless  of  posterity,  destroyed  and  replaced  not, 
so  where  the  olive  and  the  pomegranate  and  the  vine  once  held 
up  their  luscious  fruit  for  the  sun  to  kiss,  all  is  now  infertility, 
desolation,  desert,  and  solitude.  The  orient  is  dead  to  civiliza- 
tion, dead  to  commerce,  dead  to  intellectual  development  The 
orient  died  of  treelessness. 

Prom  the  grave  of  the  eastern  nations  come  the  tree  moni- 
tions to  the  western.  The  Occident  like  the  orient  would  expire 
with  the  destruction  of  all  its  forests  and  woodlands. 

Twenty-five  thousand  acres  are  consumed  by  the  railroads,  the 
manufactories,  and  the  homes  of  the  United  States  every  twenty- 
four  hours.  How  many  are  planted  ?  To  avert  treelessness,  to 
improve  the  climatic  conditions,  for  the  sanitation  and  emTbellish- 
ment  of  home  environments,  for  the  love  of  the  beautiful  and 
useful  combined  in  the  music  and  majesty  of  a  tree,  as  fancy  and 
truth  unite  in  an  epic  poem.  Arbor  Day  was  created.  It  has 
grown  with  the  vigor  and  beneficence  of  a  grand  truth  or  a  great 
tree.  It  faces  the  future.  It  is  the  only  anniversary  in  which 
humanity  looks  futureward  instead  of  pastward  in  which  there  is 
a  consensus  of  thought  for  those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  in- 
stead of  reflections  concerning  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 
It  is  a  practical  anniversary.  It  is  a  beautiful  anniversary.  To 
the  common  schools  of  the  country  I  confide  its  perpetuation  and 
usefulness  with  the  same  abiding  faith  that  I  would  commit  the 
acorn  to  the  earth,  the  tree  to  the  soil,  or  transmit  the  light  on 
the  shore  to  the  far-off  ships  on  the  waves  beyond,  knowing  cer- 
tainly that  loveliness,  comfort,  and  great  contentment  shall  come 
to  humanity  everywhere  because  of  its  thoughtful  and  practical 
observance  by  all  the  civilized  peoples  of  the  earth. 

Faithfully  for  forestry,  your  friend, 

J.  Sterling  Morton. 

To  the  Pupils  of  the  Schools  of  Nebraska, 
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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Forestry  Division,  Washington,  D.  C,  March,  2, 1891, 
A.  K.  GouDY,  Esq.,  Supt.  Public  Instruction,  Lincoln  Neb,: 

Dear  Sir: — I  see  from  your  letter  that  Arbor  Day  has  come 
around  again — that  holiday,  which  is  at  the  same  time  a  work  day. 
a  truly  American  and  especially  Nebi'aska  festival. 

"Tall  oaks  from  little  acoms  grow,"  and  so  grow  men  and 
women  from  little  children,  and  what  the  children  learned  to  do 
and  to  appreciate  the  men  and  women  will  practice  and  appreciate. 

Let  your  children  know  the  reason  for  Arbor  Day;  educate 
them  to  understand,  and  men  may  learn  it  at  the  same  time,  that 
tree-growth  it  is  that  makes  this  world  habitable;  that  but  for  the 
protection  against  sun  and  wind,  which  tree,  grove,  and  forest 
kindly  afford,  life  would  be  less  pleasant,  nay  almost  impossible ; 
that  the  forest  is  a  needful  condition  to  civilized  man. 

And  since  it  takes  but  little  time  to  cut  down  a  tree,  but  many 
years  to  grow  one  to  size,  let  Arbor  Day  create  in  the  children 
that  appreciation  of  trees  which  will  make  them  forest  planters, 
and  teach  them  to  despise  the  man  as  irrational  who^  cuts  the 
trees  recklessly  and  without  good  reason. 

May  you  succeed  in  inculcating  such  sentiments  to  those  you 
have  in  charge,  children  and  teachers  alike. 

Yours  truly, 

B.  E.  Febnow, 
Chief  of  J'orestry  Division, 


r\.  .     I 
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THE  SECRET. 

We  haye  a  secret,  jiist  we  three, 
The  robin,  and  I,  and  the  sweet  cherry  tree; 

The  bird  told  the  tree,  and  the  tree  told  me, 
And  nobody  knows  it  but  just  we  three. 

But  of  course  the  robin  knows  it  best. 

Because  he  builds  the — I  shan't  tell  the  rest; 

And  laid  the  four  little — something  in  it — 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  tell  it  every  minute. 

But  if  the  tree  and  the  robin  don't  peep, 

I'll  try  my  best  the  secret  to  keep; 
Tho'  I  know  when  the  little  birds  fly  about. 

Then  the  whole  secret  will  be  out 

THE  SWEET  RED  ROSE. 

Good-morrow,  little  rose  bush 

Now  prithee,  tell  me  true, 
To  be  as  sweet  as  a  red  rose 

What  must  a  body  do? 

To  be  as  sweet  as  a  red  rose, 

A  little  girl  like  you 
Just  grows,  and  grows,  and  grows. 

And  that's  what  she  must  do. 

— Joel  Stacy. 
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PKETTT  LITTLE  BLUE  BIRD. 

Pretty  little  blue  bird,  singing  in  the  tree; 

Tell  me,  tell  me,  tell  me,  if  you  please, 
How  you'  keep  your  dress  so  tidy  and  so  new, 

Tell,  tell  me,  little  bird  of  blue. 

Merry  little  maiden,  if  you  will  but  wake, 

Early,  early  when  the  day's  at  break, 
When  the  bonny  dewdrop  nestles  in  the  rose, 

Then  you'll  find  us  washing  out  our  clothes. 

Pretty  little  blue  bird,  tell  me  now,  I  pray, 

Tell  me,  tejl  me,  'fore  you  fly  away; 
Who  it  is  that  taught  you,  taught  you  how  to  sing, 

Tell  me,  tell  me,  'fore  you're  on  the  wing. 

Merry  little  maiden,  up  above  the  sky, 
Some  one,  some  one  watches  you  and  I, 

If  it  isn't  He  that  taught  me  how  so  well, 
Surely,  surely,  I  can  never  tell. 

A  FEW  OLD  PROVERBS. 

When  ^the  oak  puts  on  his  goslings  gray, 
'Tis  time  to  sow  barley  night  or  day. 

If  the  Oak  is  out  before  the  ash, 

'Twill  be  a  summer  of  wet  and  splash; 

But  if  the  ash  is  out  before  the  oak, 
'Twill  be  a  summer  of  fire  and  smoke. 

When  elm  leaves  are  as  big  as  a  shilling. 
Plant  kidney  beans,  if  you  are  willing; 
When  elm  leaves  are  as  big  as  a  penny. 
You  must  plant  beans,  if  you  wish  to  have  any. 

When  the  hawthorn  too  early  shows, 
We  shall  have  still  many  snows. 
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PLANT  A  TREE. 

He  who  plants  a  tree 

Plants  a  hope. 
Rootlets  up' through  fibres  blindly  grope; 
Leaves  unfold  into  horizons  free. 

So  man's  life  must  climb 

From  the  clods  of  time 

Unto  heavens  sublime. 
Canst  thou  prophesy,  thou  little  tree, 
.What  the  glory  of  thy  boughs  shall  be? 

He  who  plants  a  tree 

He  plants  peace. 
Under  its  green  curtains  jargons  cease, 
Leaf  and  zephyr  murmur  soothingly; 

Shadows  soft  with  sleep 

Down  tired  eyelids  creep 

Balm  of  slumber  deep. 
Never  hast  thou  dreamed,  thou  blessed  tree, 
Of  the  benediction  thou  shalt  be. 

He  who  plants  a  tree, 

He  plants  love; 
Tents  of  coolness  spreading  out  above 
Wayfarers  he  may  not  live  to  see. 

Gifts  that  grow  are  best ; 

Hands  that  bless  are  blest; 

Plant;  life  does  the  rest 
Heaven  and  earth  help  him  who  plants  a  tree, 
And  his  work  its  own  reward  shall  be. 

— Lucy  Larcom. 
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THE  FLOWER  OF  LIBERTY. 

What  flower  is  this  that  greets  the  mom, 
Its  hues  from  heaven  so  freshly  born? 
With  burning  steir  and  flaming  band 
It  kindles  all  the  sunset  land 

O  tell  us  what  the  name  may  be— 
Is  this  the  flower  of  liberty  ? 
It  is  the  banner  of  the  free, 
The  starry  flower  of  liberty! 

In  savage  nature's  far  abode 

Its  tender  seeds  our  fathers  sowed; 

The  storm- winds  rocked  its  swelling  bud, 

Its  opening  leaves  were  streaked  with  blood, 

Till  lo!  earth's  tyrants  shook  to  see 

The  full-blown  flower  of  liberty ! 

Then  hail  the  banner  of  the  free. 

The  starry  flower  of  liberty! 

Thy  sacred  leaves,  fair  freedom's  flower, 
Shall  ever  float  on  dome  and  tower, 
To  all  their  heavenly  colors  true, 
In  blackening  front  or  crimson  dew — 
And  God][love  us  as  we  love  thee, 
Thrice  holy  flower  of  liberty! 
Then  hail  the  banner  of  the  free, 
The  starry  flower  of  liberty! 
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EESURGAM. 

When  the  great  Architect  conceived  the  plan 
To  build  a  habitation  fit  for  man, 
Earth  was  not  counted  perfect  from  his  hand 
'Till  stream  and  forest  gladdened  all  the  land. 

Almighty  builder!  with  what  wise  design 
Did'st  rear  thfe  mighty  oak,  the  giant  pine! 
How  did  Thy  grand  beneficence  unfold 
In  beech  and  maple  with  their  wealth  untold! 

So  time  passed  on,  till  earth  was  peopled  o'er; 
Human  abodes  were  built  on  every  shore ; 
While  in  the  forests'  depths,  in  the  soft  shade, 
Four-footed  beauties  with  their  oflFspring  played. 

High  in  their  nests  feathered  warblers  sang, 
Till  the  dark  woods  with  glad  hosannas  rang; 
And  all  was  life  and  beauty.     But  God's  plan 
Too  6  oon  was  marred  by  greedy,  wanton  man. 

Stroke  upon  stroke  the  cruel  axeman  plied, 
Nor  rested  he  till  nature's  choicest  pride, 
"The  grand  old  woods"  were  ruthlessly  laid  low, 
Entailing  dark  disaster  and  dire  woe! 

But  now,  thank  God!  a  noble  band  of  men 
Come  to  the  front.     The  woods  shall  rise  again; 
An  army  of  tree  planters,  bearing  trees. 
Fling  out  their  glorious  banner  to  the  breeze ! 

Come,  old  and  young,  and  join  the  noble  throng 
Who  celebrate  this  day  with  speech  and  song; 
And  millions  yet  unborn  shall  own  your  sway. 
And  rise  to  bless  our  glorious  Arbor  Day ! 

— Seymour  S.  Short. 
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WHAT  DO  WE  PLANT? 

What  do  we  plant  when  we  plant  a  tree? 
We  plant  the  ship,  which  will  cross  the  sea. 
We  plant  the  masts  to  carry  the  sails; 
We  plant  the  plank  to  withstand  the  gales. 
The  keel,  the  keelson,  and  beam  and  knee; 
We  plant  the  ship  when  we  plant  the  tree. 

What  do  we  plant  when  we  plant  the  tree? 

W«  plant  the  houses  for  you  and  me. 

We  plant  the  rafters,  the  shingles,  the  floors, 

We  plant  the  studding,  the  lath,  the  doors,  • 

The  beams  and  siding,  all  parts  that  be; 

We  plant  the  house  when  we  plant  the  tree. 

What  do  we  plant  when  we  plant  the  tree? 
A  thousand  things  that  we  daily  see. 
We  plant  the  spire  that  ont-towers  the  crag. 
We  plant  the  staflF  for  our  country's  flag. 
We  plant  the  shade,  from  the  hot  sun  free. 
We  plant  all  these  when  we  plant  the  tree. 

— Henry  Abbey, 
MY  TREE. 

Which  is  the' best  of  all  the  trees? 

Answer  me,  children  all,  if  you  please. 

Is  it  the  oak,  the  king  of  the  wood. 

That  for  a  hundred  years  has  stood  ? 

The  graceful  elm,  or  the  stately  ash. 

Or  the  aspen,  whose  leaflets  shimmer  and  flash? 

Is  it  the  solemn  and  gloomy  pine. 
With  its  million  needles  so  sharp  and  fine? 
Ah,  no!     The  tree  that  I  love  the  best. 
It  buds  and  blossoms  not  with  the  rest; 
No  summer  sun  on  its  fruit  has  smiled, 
But  the  ice  and  snow  are  around  it  piled; 
But  still  it  will  bloom  and  bear  fruit  for  me, 
My  winter  bloomer!     My  Christmas  tree! 

— Youths  Companion. 
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OIEOULAK  No.  6. 
Abbob  Dat,  Apbil  22. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  February  25,  1892. 

"What  a  beautiful  city!"  Cut  down  all  of  the  trees,  tramp 
out  all  the  grass  from  the  lawns,  and  strew  the  neatly  swept  streets 
with  all  sorts  of  rubbish,  and  the  expression  is  immediately 
changed  to,  "  What  an  abominable  city ! " 

*' What  a  lovely  home!"  Chop  down  the  trees,  break  down 
the  fences,  smash  the  windows,  and  in  the  place  of  the  glass  in- 
sert cast-oflf  clothing,  and  the  expression  of  pleasure  becomes, 
"What  a  wretched  place  to  live  in! " 

With  neat  fences  around  our  school  grounds,  with  rows  of  tree 
by  the  fences,  and  it  may  be  a  clump  of  them  besides,  with  the 
front  of  the  school  yard  changed  into  a  lawn,  with  the  school 
house  painted  and  in  good  repair,' with  necessary  out-buildings  as 
well  kept,  with  the  interior  to  correspond  with  the  exterior,  as  it 
certainly  will,  the  school  houses  and  their  surrounding  grounds 
will  become,  not  a  matter  of  pride  alone,  but  of  pleasure  and  of 
profit  for  the  silent  lessons  of  beauty  and  of  culture  which  they 
teach ;  the  direction  of  their  educational  force  will  be  reversed, 
and  *they  will  minister  to  the  innate  craving  of  children  and 
patrons  for  the  beautiful,  which  is  also  the  good. 

The  best  can  be  achieved  only  under  the  most  favorable  condi- 
tions ;  the  achievement  of  the  utmost  in  the  direction  of  manhood 
and  womanhood  is  what  we  wish  for  our  boys  and  girls  who,  in  a 
short  time,  are  to  "constitute  the  state."  Take  our  boys  and 
girls — the  hope  of  the  nation — out,  and  there  is  left  but  little 
worth  living  for. 
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All  men  profess  to  wish  that  their  children  may  be  educated. 
This  means  that  every  faculty,  every  power,  every  worthy  desire 
and  taste  and  ambition  of  the  children  may  be  developed  and 
directed  and  satisfied. 

To  this  end  has  the  observ^ince  of  Arbor  Day  in  Nebraska,  the 
state  of  its  origin,  whence  it  has  spread  to  many  other  states  of 
the  Union,  been  given  a  place  in  the  schools. 

The  school  exercises  appropriate  to  the  day,  recitations,  songp, 
readings,  essays,  historical  and  scientific  instruction,  associated 
with  the  planting  of  trees,  shrubs,  vines,  and  seeds  on  the  school 
grounds  in  the  interest  of,  and  participated  in  by,  the  children 
and  the  parents,  who  should  as  far  as  possible  be  urged  to  be 
present  and  to  take  part,  are  necessarily  educational. 

I  therefore  suggest  and  urge  upon  county  and  city  superin- 
tendents, teachers,  parents,  and  pupils  of  the  state  that  a  part  of 
^'  Arbor  Day"  be  devoted  by  the  school  to  the  planting  of  trees, 
vines,  shrubs,  and  seeds,  accompanying  the  planting  with  such 
exercises  as  may  be  instructive  and  impressive  in  their  character, 
with  a  view  to  beautifying  the  school  grounds  and  at  the  same  time 
teaching  lessons  of  beauty  and  of  the  uses  of  beauty. 

I  make  no  suggestions  as  to  songs,  selections,  or  subjects  for 
essays  for  the  day,  for  there  is  so  much  material  everywhere 
which  the  intelligent  teacher  may  secure  for  use  that  such  a  sug- 
gestion seems  to  me  to  be  unnecessary.  I  am  told  that  the  North- 
western Journal  of  Education  contains  a  program  and  some 
exercises  fitted  for  the  day. 

I  hope  that  county  superintendents  will  see  that  this  circular  is 
published  in  every  local  paper  in  the  state,  thus  giving  it  a  wide 
circulation  and  enlisting  the  press  actively  in  this  as  in  other 
educational  measures. 

A.  K.  GOUDT, 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction. 
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NEBRASKA  DAY. 

March  1,  1892,  being  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Nebraska  as  a  state,  it  was  thought  appropriate  by  our  people 
that  the  event  should  be  celebrated  by  the  schools  and  thus  be 
made  educational  as  well  as  commemorative. 

In  sympathy  with  the  prevailing  sentiment,  this  department 
issued  the  following  circular  letter  recommending  to  school 
officers,  teachers,  patrons,  and  pupils  the  proper  observance  of 
the  day: 

CIECULAK  No.  5. 

Nebraska  Day. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  February  5,  1892. 

It  is  fitting  that  epochs  in  our  history  should  be  utilized  by  the 
schools  in  teaching  not  only  history,  but  other  important  rela- 
tives to  that  subject,  as  for  example  civil  government  and 
geography. 

Commemoration  of  leading  historical  events  is  an  impressive 
way  of  conveying  lessons  which  might  otherwise  remain  un- 
learned. 

Day  by  day  we  are  doing  the  deeds  which,  when  written,  make 
up  the  "history  of  our  times." 

The  past  two  years  have  been  replete  with  events  which,  when 
recorded,  will  form  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  important 
chapters  in  the  history  of  Nebraska. 

March  1,  1892,  being  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
admission  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  is  a  most  suit- 
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able  time  for  a  brief  sketch  of  its  history  and  of  its  geography 
and  of  the  successive  steps  by  which  it  became  a  part  of  the 
domain  of  the  United  States  and  a  state  of  the  Union. 

On  page  201  of  the  Northwestern  Journal  of  Education 
(Februai-y  number)  will  be  found  "Suggestive  Topics  "  for  exer- 
cises on  that  day. 

I  wish  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  following  events  as 
the  basis  for  the  study  of  the  topic,  * '  How  a  'Territory '  Becomes 
a 'State.'" 

Louisiana,  of  which  the  present  state  of  Nebraska  formed  a 
part,  was  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  April  30,  1803. 
Territory  of  Louisiana  formed  in  1805.  Territory  of  Louisiana 
became  the  territory  of  Missouri  by  act  of  Congress  June  4, 
1812.  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  organized  by  act  of 
Congress  May  30,  1854 

Enabling  act  passed  by  Congress  April  19,  1864.  "An  act  for 
the  admission  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union,"  passed  by  Congress 
February  9,  1867.  Legislature  of  Nebraska  called  together  "  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  action  upon  the  conditions  as  proposed  by 
Congress."  Call  issued  February  20,  1867,  at  2  o'clock  p.m. 
Proclamation  issued  by  the  president  of  the  United  States 
March  1, 1867,  declaring  "  that  the  admission  of  the  said  state  into 
the  Union  is  now  complete.*'  On  April  4,  1867,  Governor  But-- 
ler  called  the  legislature  in  extra  session  to  convene  May  18,  "  to 
set  the  machinery  of  the  state  in  motion." 

With  these  as  a  few  of  the  dates  of  important  historical  events 
in  the  growth  of  the  state,  I  recommend  to  the  superintendents, 
teachers,  patrons,  and  pupils  of  the  state  that  on  March  1,  1892, 
a  portion  of  the  day  in  the  school  be  set  apart  for  such  exercises 
as  may  be  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

Respectfully, 

A.  K.  GOUDT, 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction 
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Acting  on  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  circular,  many  of 
the  schools  of  the  state  spent  a  portion  of  the  day  in  the  enact- 
ing of  programs  specially  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

SCHOOL  FLAGS. 

For  some  years  the  movement  toward  equipping  each  school 
with  a  national  flag  has  been  going  forward,  and  now,  when  there 
is  scarcely  a  city  or  even  a  village  in  the  state  whose  school  is  not 
supplied  with  a  flag,  and  when  hundreds  of  country  schools  have 
their  flags,  it  is  with  a  feeling  of  some  pride,  pardonable  perhaps, 
to  recall  the  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  State  Teachers'  Association 
held  in  the  city  of  Hastings  in  March,  1889.  Before  this  body  the 
writer  of  this  report,  in  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  "  Training  for 
Citizenship"  used  the  following  language:  I  have  seen  lately  a 
suggestion  that  a  part  of  the  fumishment  of  every  school  house 
should  be  a  national  flag.  This  emblem  might  be  thrown  to  the 
breeze  whenever  school  is  in  session,  indicative  of  the  fact  that 
future  citizens  are  being  trained  beneath.  To  my  prosy  mind 
the  thought  is  both  poetical  and  practical.  What  lessons  of  love 
of  country  could  be  taught  by  an  interpretation  of  the  history  of 
its  stars  and  stripes." 

Now  after  the  lapse  of  but  little  more  than  three  years,  the 
poetical  and  the  practical  are  blended  and  the  hope  of  that  day 
that  every  school  house  should  fly  the  flag  has  been  almost  real- 
ized so  far  as  Nebraska  is  concerned. 

It  has  been  thought  unwise  for  the  school  flag  to  be  displayed 
constantly ;  so  the  following  suggestions  were  made  by  this  de- 
partment at  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September,  1892: 

It  is  recommended  by  the  state  department  of  education  that 
the  stars  and  stripes  be  displayed  over  the  school  house  of  the 
state  upon  the  following  named  days  and  upon  such  other  public 
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or    special  days  as  may  determined  by  the  authorities  of  the 
school: 

1.  Opening  day  of  each  term. 

2.  Dace  of  adoption  of  the  National  Constitution,  September 
17th. 

3.  Date  of  Emancipation  Proclamation,  September  22d. 

4.  Surrender  of  Cornwallis,  October  19th. 

5.  Columbian  Day,  October  21st 

6.  Thanksgiving,  November  — . 

7.  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  December.  21st 

8.  Christmas  Day,  December  25th. 

9.  New  Tears'  Day,  January  1st 

10.  Date  of  acknowledgement  of  independence  of  the  United 
States  by  France,  February  6th. 

11.  Lincoln's  birthday,  February  12th. 

12.  Washington's  birthday,  February  22d. 

13.  Nebraska  Day,  March  1st 

14.  Surrender  at  Appomattox,  April  9th. 

15.  Battle  of  Lexington,  April  19th. 

16.  Arbor  Day,  April  22d. 

17.  Decoration  Day,  May  30th. 

THE  STUDY  OF  STIMULANTS  AND  1  ARCOTICS. 

Since  the  enactment  of  the  law  requiring  teachers  to  be  pre- 
pared for  giving  instruction  in  the  physiological  eflfects  of  stimu- 
lants and  narcotics  on  the  human  system,  much  has  been  done  in 
the  schools  of  the  state  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  what  is 
commonly  known  as  "temperance  physiology." 

The  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  statute  doubtless  was  to 
provide  for  a  more  general  diflfusion  of  intelligence  on  this  subject, 
with  the  notion  that  this  would  lessen  the  extent  of  habits  of  in- 
temperance.    Whether  this  expectation  has  been  realized  is  out- 
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side  the  proyinoe  of  this  report.  The  question  has  lieen  raised 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  law  has  been  observed  in  the  schools 
of  the  state.  With  a  view  of  getting  specific  and  reliable  infor- 
mation on  this  subject,  the  following  circular  letter  was  sent  out 
to  the  county  superintendents  with  the  results  as  shown  in  table 
No.  —  of  this  report: 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  December  1st,  1892. 

County  Superintendent: 

Please  answer,  as  fully  as  possible,  the  following  questions  re- 
garding instruction  in  the  subject  of  Stimulants  and  Narcotics  in 
the  public  schools  under  your  supervision.  A  prompt  response 
is  desired. 

1.  Is  physiological  temperance  taught  regularly  and  systemat- 
ically in  your  schools? 

2.  During  what  portion  of  the  year? 
8.  For  how  many  weeks? 

4  How  many  lessons  a  week? 

5.  How  many  minutes  to  a  lesson? 

6.  Is  this  instruction  oral  or  through  text-books? 

7.  What  text-books,  if  any,  are  used  ? 

8.  How  many  of  your  schools  are  supplied  with  illustrative 
charts? 

9.  Are  the  same  tests  of  proficiency  required  in  this  study  as 
in  geography  and  other  studies? 

10.  Is  instruction  in  this  subject  given  to  all  grades  of  pupils 
in  the  schools,  or  is  it  given  to  those  only  who  study  the  general 
subject  of  physiology  ? 

Respectfully, 

A.  K.  GOUDT, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
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OFFICIAL  OIKCULARa 

As  a  means  of  keeping  in  closer  contact  with  the  various  edu- 
cational workers  of  the  state,  a  number  of  circular  letters  have 
been  issued  from  this  department.  -These  will  be  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  subjects  therein  treated  in  this  report 

LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS. 

The  public  press  is  a  potent  force  in  every  movement  lool^ing 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  state.  The  local  newspapers  are  ready 
to  co-operate  with  teachers  and  school  officers  in  furthering  the 
school  interests  of  their  respective  localities  by  the  publication  of 
reports,  school  news,  and  contributions  on  educational  themes. 
Many  of  the  county  and  city  superintendents  and  principals  of 
graded  schools  have  taken  advantage  of  this  and  have  used  the 
local  press  freely.     Others  may  do  so  with  profit  to  the  schools. 

.HE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  STATE  OFFICE. 

The  proper  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  department  in- 
volves the  clerical  or  routine  office  work,  such  as  con-espondence 
and  the  distribution  to  county  superintendents  and  other  school 
officials  the  blanks  for  their  reports  and  the  printed  matter  gen- 
erally that  is  furnished  by  the  state,  the  more  purely  official 
duties,  such  as  the  preparation  of  courses  of  study  with  general 
educational  advice  and  suggestions  regarding  the  best  methods 
to  be  pursued  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  education  in  the  state, 
and  that  part  of  the  official  duties  prescribed  by  the  statute  which 
has  to  do  with  construction  and  interpretation  of  the  school  law, 
this  last  part  becoming,  with  the  multiplication  of  school  districts 
and  the  consequent  inquiries  for  legal  opinions,  a  task  of  no  in- 
considerable magnitude. 
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Besides  these  duties  which  are  performed  within  the  walls  of 
the  oflSce  of  the  superintendent,  thej'e  is  another  prescribed  by 
law  which  involves  the  very  essence  of  the  purpose  which  justi- 
fies the  state  in  providing  for  the  supervision  of  the  schools  of 
the  state;  that  is  the  duty  of  school  inspection  by  the  only  ade- 
quate means,  actual  presence  in  the  schools  and  personal  contact 
with  those  who  in  other  parts  of  the  work  are  acting  as  co-adju- 
tors  with  this  department  in  the  cause  of  education  in  the  state. 
While  it  has  been  possible  with  the  assistance  furnished  to  do, 
within  the  past  two  years,  a  good  deal  of  the  inspection  referred 
to,  the  constantly  increasing  amount  of  the  purely  official  work 
will  make  it  impossible  for  the  next  term  to  do  as  much  of  the 
field  work  as  is  necessary  for  the  highest  efficiency  of  the  office. 

Within  the  term  of  office  just  closing  sixty-six  out  of  the  ninety 
counties  in  the  state  have  been  visited;  one  hundred,  institutes 
have  been  attended;  about  two  hundred  educational  addresses 
have  been  delivered  in  as  many  places;  twenty-five  thousand 
miles  have  been  traveled  in  the  state  in  the  performance  of  these 
duties;  fifty -eight  candidates  for  professional  certificates  have 
been  examined;  about  one  hundred  visits  of  observation  have 
been  made  to  city  and  village  schools;  and  over  eleven  tons  of 
printed  matter  have  been  prepared  and  distributed  under  the 
direction  of  this  office,  including  school  laws,  course  of  study  for 
country  schools,  institute  manuals,  teachers'  registers,  and  blank 
reports  for  county  and  district  officers. 

If,  as  it  is  hoped,  this  department  is  authorized  to  prepare  and 
to  enforce  courses  of  study  in  the  primary  and  in  the  high  schools, 
the  duties  of  the  office  will  be  largely  increased ;  but  its  efficiency 
will  also  be  largely  increased,  and  the  benefits  which  will  accrue 
to  the  state  will  more  than  justify  the  accompanying  cost  of 
maintenance. 
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TEXT-BOOK  LAW. 

The  law  enacted  by  the  last  legislature  requiring  the  board  of 
trustees  of  each  school  district  to  purchase  and  to  loan  to  the 
pupils  in  its  schools  all  the  books  necessary  in  pursuing  the 
course  of  study  laid  down,  has  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of 
almost  the  entire  people  of  the  state;  this  is  demonstrated  by  the 
almost  unanimous  adoption  and  purchase  of  text-books  by  the 
school  boards  of  the  state.     While  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since 
the  law  went  into  operation  has  not  been  great  enough  to  prove 
by  carefully  collected  statistics  that  the  measure  is  one  of  econ- 
omy as  measured  by  the  dollars  and  cents  expend^,  there  is  a 
widespread  conviction  that  the  law  is  in  every  way  in  the  inter- 
est of  economy.     It  is  believed  that^it  costs  much  less  to  supply 
the  pupils  with  books;  that  they  are  more  fully  supplied;  that 
they  are  more  promptly  supplied;   that  the  teachers  are  better 
able  to  arrange  their  pupils  in  classes;  that  it  is  easier  to  change 
pupils  from  class  to  class  as  their  interests  demand,  since  such 
change  does  not  involve  added  expense  to  the  pupil,  and  since 
such  change  involves  no  delay  in  the  pupil's  work;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  there  is  a  vast  economy  of  time,  since  the  first  hour 
of  each  term  is  suflScient  to  supply  every  pupil  with  all  the  books, 
paper,  slates,  pencils,  and  other  materials  and  implements  for  his 
use ;  and  the  school  may  be  organized  and  set  in  motion  almost  at 
once. 

The  latest  information  received  at  this  office  is  that  between 
ninety  and  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  districts  in  the  state  are 
operating  under  this  law,  supplying  their  pupils  with  everything 
necessary  for  their  school  duties.  On  the  first  morning  of  the 
term  the  child,  properly  clad,  goes  to  school;  once  there,  every- 
thing else  is  supplied. 
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COUNTY  SUPEEINTENDENCT. 

The  condition  and  the  progress  of  the  schools  in  any  county 
are  determined  largely  by  the  character  and  educational  spirit  of 
the  county  superintendent.  Where  this  office  is  filled  by  a  schol- 
arly, polished,  enthusiastic  man  or  woman  of  high  character  the 
teachers  and  the  schools  soon  begin  to  partake  of  the  spirit  of  the 
superintendent,  and  the  ideal  of  the  school  soon  becomes  a  high 
one.  •  It  is  not  enough  that  the  superintendent  be  scholarly ;  en- 
thusiasm alone  will  not  answer;  high  moral  character  is  not  suf- 
ficient; more  than  mere  polish  is  necessary. 

While  there  are  many  superintendents  in  Nebraska  of  the  sort 
described,  I  would  here  undertake  to  impress  upon  the  people  of 
the  various  counties  the  necessity  of  making  with  the  utmost  care 
selections  for  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools.  This 
officer  has  to  do  not  merely  with  the  material  welfare  of  the 
county;  he  has  in  his  keeping  the  formation  of  the  future  citizen; 
he  has  to  a  considerable  extent  the  determination  of  the  character 
of  the  state. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  superintendent  to  pass  upon  the 
fitness  of  those  proposing  to  teach  in  his  county;  this  involves 
the  question  of  examinations;  for  these  examinations  questions 
are  prepared  from  time  to  time  by  the  state  superintendent;  the 
lists  thus  prepared  are  either  ased  entire  or  are  supplemented,  or 
selections  are  made  from  them,  or  they  are  wholly  rejected,  a  id 
an  entire  new  list,  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent,  is  sub- 
stituted at  his  discretion.  The  lists  of  questions  prepared  by  the 
state  office  may  be  found  in  s^iother  place  in  this  report,  and  will 
indicate  the  scope  of  the  examination  of  teachers  in  the  state. 

The  county  superintendents  are,  as  a  whole,  a  body  of  able  and 
efficient  men  and  women,  devoted  to  their  work,  earnestly  and  in- 
telligently laboring  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  their  respective  fields,  and  cordially  co-operating  with  one 
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ailbther  and  with  this  department;  and  I  bespeak  for  them  the 
support,  both  moral  and  financial,  that  their  services  justly 
demand. 

Out  of  their  yearly  salaries,  usually  meager^  many  of  them  ex^ 
pend  a  considerable  sum  each  year  in  attending  educational  con- 
ventions for  the  purpose  of  better  fitting  themselves  for  their 
work  and  of  thereby  benefiting  the  schools  under  their  supervi- 
sion. It  is  no  more  than  right  that  these  expenditures,  made  in 
the  intei-ests  of  the  county,  should  be  repaid  by  the  county  as  are 
expenditures  of  other  county  officers,  made  in  the  interests  of  the 
county.  It  is  time  that  the  county  office  of  superintendent  of 
schools  should  be  recognized  as  the  most  important  and  fraught 
with  the  highest  responsibilities. 

SUMMEK  SCHOOLS  FOE  TEACHERS. 

Many  of  the  teachers  of  the  state  have  undertaken  a  course  of 
study,  intended  to  give  them  better  preparation  for  their  duties, 
to  be  carried  on  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, and  have  asked  their  county  superintendents  to  excuse  them 
from  attendance  at  the  county  institute  on  this  account.  Now 
the  county  institute  continues  but  for  a  period  of  from  two  to 
four  weeks,  while  the  teacher's  attendance  at  a  summer  term  of 
school  may  be  from  four  to  six  weeks,  or  even  longer.  With  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  demands  of  teachers  for  a  long  term  of 
study  in  the  summer  vacation,  a  number  of  summer  schools  have 
been  put  in  operation  in  various  parts  of  the  state  either  in  con- 
nection with  institutions  of  learning  or  independent  of  them. 
During  the  past  summer  a  short  term  especially  designed  for 
high  school  principals  and  teachers  was  carried  on  in  connection 
with  the  State  University;  more  protracted  terms  were  held  in 
connection  with  the  Fremont  private  normal  school,  Cotner  uni- 
versity, Gates  college,  and  perhaps  at  <)ther  points  in  the  state. 
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Where  the  work  undertaken  in  these  summer  schools  is  thoroughly 
done,  I  am  of  the  ,opinion  that  the  teacher  may  derive  at  least 
equal  benefit  with  that  derived  from  the  annual  county  institute, 
as  there  is  more  time  that  may  be  devoted  to  study,  and  so  more 
may  be  attempted  and  surely  as  much  accomplished. 

While  the  statute  authorizes  the  county  superintendent  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  the  teachers  of  his  county  at  the  county  in- 
stitute, I  would  recommend  that  teachers  who  give  evidence  of 
having  attended  a  summer  school  for  an  equal  or  greater  length 
of  time  be  excused  from  attendance  at  the  county  institute,  pro- 
vided the  school  attended  meets  the  approval  of  the  county  super- 
intendent. 

BEADING  CIRCLE. 

The  teachers'  reading  circle  has  come,  to  be  a  considerable  fac- 
tor in  the  teacher's  preparation  for  his  work.  During  the  past 
two  years  the  following  named  books  have  been  read  by  a  large 
number  of  our  teachers:  Leonard  and  Gertrude,  Sheldon's  Gen- 
eral History,  Page's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  and  Hale's 
Lights  of  Two  Centuries.  The  two  last  named  are  now  in  course 
of  reading,  the  year  to  be  devoted  to  them  closing  with  the  close 
of  the  school  year,  next  summer. 

Besides  these,  the  North- Western  Journal  of  Education,  in 
which  a  considerable  space  is  devoted  to  the  Beading  Circle,  is 
recommended  by  the  Beading  Circle  Board  and  is  being  read  by 
many  of  the  teachers  who  are  members  of  the  **  Circle."  I  be- 
lieve this  work  will  be  pushed  more  vigorously  in  the  years  to 
come. 
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BEPOET    OF     COMMITTEE     ON     COMMON    SCHOOLS 
MADE  TO  EDUCATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NE- 
BRASKA STATE  TEACHERS'  ASSO- 
CIATION  DECEMBER,  1892. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Edttcational  Council  of 
Nebraska; 

Tour  committee  on  country  schools  selected  for  the  subject 
matter  of  its  report  at  this  meeting  the  present  system  of  district 
taxation ;  incidentally  touching  upon  some  other  matters  of  inter- 
est in  connection  with  the  school  system  of  this  state. 

Early  in  the  fall  the  committee  sent  to  each  county  superin- 
tendent in  this  state  a  circular  letter,  enclosing  a  blank  for  report 
on  the  points  concerning  which  the  committee  desired  informa- 
tion. 

Following  is  the  form  of  the  report:^ 

4  REPORT. 

I.  The  five  rural  districts  having  the  highest  total  assessment 
for  the  past  year  are  as  follows: 


Dist  No. 

Valuat'n 

School 

Tax 

Per  Cent 

Teach'rs' 
Wages. 

Average 
Attendance 

Months 
SchooL 

Remarks. 

* 
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II.     The  five  rural  districts  having  the  lowest  total  assasMnent 
for  the  past  year  are  as  follows: 


Dist  No. 

Valuat'n 

ocnooi 

Tax 

Per  Cent 

TeaQh'rs' 
Wages. 

Average 
Attendance 

Months 
School. 

Remarks. 

, 

• 

III.     Total  number  of  school  officers  in  your  county? 

IV.     What  per  cent  of  these  take  a  vital  and  intelligent  inter- 
est in  their  respective  schools  ? , 


V. 

^  ^  ^ .  .*. 

What  per  cent  visit  the  schools  ? 

VL 

Are  there  many  (any)  school  officers  who  cannot  read?. . 

Who  cannot  write? 

Who  can  neither  read  nor  write! 


VII.     What  per  cent  of  school  officers  in  your  county  do  you 
consider  really  competent  for  their  work  ? 
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VI  1.1.     Do  yon  regard  the  present  system  of  district  taxation 

as  eqnal  and  jnst? 


IX.     If  no,  what  changes  wonld  yon  propose?. 


X.  Would  you  favor  meeting  all  school  expenses  by  a  county 
tax,  the  amount  thus  received  to  be  distributed  by  districts — 
estimating  the  cost  of  a  good  eight  months'  district  school  at  so 
much,  and  seeing  that  each  district  received  that  amount  as  a 
minimum;  enlarging  that  by  additional  district  taxation  if  it  is 
so  desired? 


XL     Do  you  favor  an  annual  district  levy  for  school  libraries  ? 
If  not,  why  not?      If  yes,  how  much? 


Superintendent County. 

P.  O 

Note — ^Remarks  may  be  made  on  reverse  of  this  circular. 
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Taking  up  what  may  be  called  the  scattering  information  first, 
your  committee  find  as  follows: 

Fifty-two  counties  reporting  show  13,220  school  officers,  being 
an  average  of  254  to  the  county. 

Of  these  the  returns  show  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  superin- 
tendents about  thirty-seven  per  cent  "take  a  vital  and  intelli- 
gent interest  in  their  respective  schools  " ;  and  that  about  thirty- 
four  per  cent  "visit  the  schools."  It  is  only  just  to  say  that 
many  superintendents  explain  this  last  per  cent  by  saying  that 
the  directors  generally  visit  the  school  at  least  once  a  term,  which 
makes  thirty-three  per  cent  at  the  start;  and  that  he  is  perhaps 
the  only  one  who  performs  this  duty. 

As  to  school  officers  who  cannot  read,  twenty-two  are  reported 
in  all,  by  actual  count,  some  superintendents  reporting  with  such 
words  as  "a  few,"  "some,"  "  many  who  cannot  read  English." 
Twenty-seven  are  reported  as  not  able  to  write,  some  superin- 
tendents reporting  more  indefinitely  again  "a  few,"  "some," 
"one  per  cent."  Nineteen  are  reported  as  unable  to  either  read 
or  write,  and  again  some  superintendents  report  "several,"  **a 
few,"  "some,"  "  some  can  neither  read  nor  write  English." 

The  reports  concerning  the  competency  of  school  officers  vary 
greatly,  from  two  per  cent  to  sixty  per  cent.  The  average  from 
the  reports  received  is  about  thirty-one  per  cent. 

Of  the  superintendents  answering  the  remaining  questions, 
seven  favor  the  present  system  of  taxation ;  thirty-nine  are  op- 
posed to  the  present  system,  some  of  them  very  emphatically ; 
forty-three  favor  a  county  tax  on  some  such  plan  as  we  indicate  in 
the  tenth  question;  nine  are  opposed  to  such  a  tax,  but  are  in 
favor  of  a  change  of  some  kind. 

Forty-two  favor  a  levy  for  school  libraries ;  the  amount  varying 
from  one-fifth  of  a  mill  to  one  mill. 
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The  most  important  facts  gleaned  from  these  reports,  however, 
are  those  concerning  taxation.  The  following  tables  tell  their 
own  story  and  need  but  little  comment  from  your  committee: 


COUNTY. 


d 

30 


OS   Q 

<s>  d 


d 

111 


II 

i:5 


111 

06  0)  O 

$  t.'d 


Adams 

Brown 

Buffalo 

Butler 

Cheyenne . . 

Clay 

Dawson . . . ; 

Dodge  

Frontier 

Furnas 

Gage 

Hamilton  . . 
Hitchcock  ., 
Jefferson ... 
Johnson  .... 
Keith  ...... 

KimbaU 

Lancaster... 

Lincoln 

Logan  

Madison 

Nance 

Nuckolls . . . . 

Pawnee 

Perkins 

Phelps 

Polk 

Red  Willow . 
Richardson  . 

Saline  * 

Saunders  ... 

Seward 

Sheridan . . . . 

Sioux 

Thayer 

Wayne 

Wheeler 

York 


7,155 
2,780 
3,812 
6,810 
1,534 

12,452 
3,774 

14,000 
4,000 
3,794 
6,810 
4,740 
3,000 
9,250 

12,142 

3,830 

601 

10,640 
5,418 
1,138 
4,696 
6,073 

14.670 
7,319 
5,624 
4,237 
9,140 
3,368 
3,455 
9,285 
4,678 
9,500 
2,138 
2,653 
7,355 
9,465 
2,306 
9,489 


8$ 
4 


6 

11 

11 

21 

11 

20 

9 

7 

28 

12 

6 

22 

15 

7 

10 

10 

7 

6 

10 

7 

4 

5 

7 

10 

13 

5 

13 

19 

8 

5 

8 

6 

13 

5 

I2I 


894 
695 
635 
619 
139 
593 
343 
700 
444 
542 
243 
395 
500 
420 
709 
547 
60 

1,064 
774 
189 
469 
867 

3,667 

1,463 
803 
423 
703 
673 
265 
488 
584 

1,900 
267 
442 
565 

1,893 
329 
790 


68,816 
24,438 
92,254 
43,249 
127,394 
70,509 
65,678 
66,000 
56,619 
27,767 
51,266 
47,398 
42,000 
67,918 
35,404 
142,835 
16,060 
103,507 
95,810 
75,184 
60,646 
37,806 
42,210 
28,302 
46,445 
23,381 
30,231 
31,843 
50,067 
17,825 
48,512 
35,000 
24,672 
46,558 
40.266 
56,864 
22,450 
40,752| 


16 
15 
11 
23 
13 
18 
20 

9 
43 
15 

9 
21 
10 
60 
20 
75 

6 
32 

8 
36 
12 
18 
36 
18 
29 
25 
16 
14 
14 
15 
21 
20 

4 
10 
18 
15 
11 
25 


4,301 
1,629 
8,386 
1,880 
97,918 
3,917 
3,283 
7333 
1,316 
1,851 
5,696 
2,257 
4,200 
1,132 
1,770 
1,904 
2,691 
3,546 
11,976 
2,116 
5,054 
2,100 
1,172 
1,572 
1,601 
935 
1,889 
2,274 
3,576 
1,188 
2,310 
1,750 
6,168 
4,655 
2,238 
3,790 
2,040 
1,630 


*  Single  teacher,  rural  schools. 
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COUNTY. 

Average 

Valuation 

Five  Lowest 

Districts. 

It 

Assessable 
for  Each 
Scholar. 

Average 

Valuation 

Five  Highest 

Districts. 

4- 

Assessable 
for  Each 
Scholar. 

Adams  

$  9,961 
3,607 
4,289 
9,816 

22,251 
1,519 
3,687 

14,297 
2,305 
4,161 
3,201 

15,695 

556 

5,336 

4,398 

11,139 
6,180 
7,726 
7,720 
6,140 
9,901 

13,632 
6,375 
1,149 

12,061 

10,404 
4,991 
6,299 
8,620 
6,977 

16,912 

13,239 
7,745 
5,101 

28,584 
4,293 
4,582 

i,7a3 

11,524 
6,702 

10,100 
2,447 
3,431 
9,314 

11,835 
3,162 

10,311 

10 
6 
7 

15 
22 

$         996 

601 

612 

654 

1,011 

$          52,241 
19,093 
57,087 
31,281 
41,737 
29,906 
54,228 
55,916 
11,101 
47,965 
61,279 
54,002 
3,600 
25,511 
25,538 
34,923 
28,606 
29,869 
35,098 
17,300 
51,730 
33,453 
77,818 
12,462 
71,930 
42,841 
29,956 
41,212 
65,002 
30,796 
31,747 
24,521 
35,023 
19,715 
44,097 
24,670 
45,390 
20,223 
15,606 
40,678 
86,200 
16.849 
25,514 
35,894 
38,549 
18,047 
35,588 

14 
11 
20 
14 
17 

$      3,730 

Brown 

1,735 

Buffalo 

2,854 

Butler 

2,734 

Cass 

2,455 

Chase      

Cheyenne 

13 
15 

5 
13 

9 
17 

283 
953 
461 
320 
355 
923 

9 
15 
15 
14 
12 
14 

6,025 

Clay 

3,727 

Custer 

740 

Dawson   

3,426 

Deuel 

5,106 

Dodge * . 

3,857 

Franklin 

Frontier 

8 

9 

17 

667 
488 
655 

24 
15 

8 

1,063 

Furnas 

1,702 

Gage 

4,365 

Gosper 

Greelev 

Hamilton 

15 
6 

17 

16 
8 
9 

12 
8 
7 

11 

514 

1,023 

582 

852 

1,062 

127 

1,005 

1,300 

713 

572 

19 
13 
40 
24 
21 

6 
20 

9 
16 
20 

1,847 

Hitchcock 

1,330 
1,293 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

1,390 

Keith 

3,705 

Kimball 

2,077 

Lancaster* 

3,596 

Lincoln   

4,760 

XiOgan ." 

1,892 

Madison 

2,060 

Merrick 

Nance 

10 
17 
14 
9 
9 
16 
11 

'I 
It 

5 
7 

10 

14 

7 

6 

14 

697 
994 
945 
860 
566 

1,786 
390 
352 
220 
823 
558 

2,020 
349 
343 
665 

1,690 
527 
736 

15 
20 
15 
25 
20 
18 
15 
23 
14 
17 
19 
27 
19 
15 
19 
13 
7 
21 

2,053 

Nuckolls 

1,587 

Pawnee 

1,634 

Perkins 

1,400 

Phelps 

9,857 

Polk 

2,449 

Red  Willow 

1,644 

Richardson 

1,973 

Rock     

1,444 

Saline* 

918 

Saunders 

2,140 

Seward 

3,192 

Sheridan 

886 

Sioux 

1,700 

Thayer 

1,889 

Wayne 

2,965 

Wheeler 

2,573 

York  

1,698 

*  Single  teacher,  rural  schools. 
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COUNTS. 

• 

Average 
Valuation 

Five 
Lowest. 

it 

COUNTr. 

Average 
Valuation 

Five 
Highest. 

•^1        ' 

- 

Adams 

$       9,961 
3,607 
4,289 
9,816 

2-:?,?5i 

1,519 
3,689 

14,297 
2,305 
4.161 
3,201 

15,695 

5336 

4,398 
11,139 
6,180 
7,726 
7,720 
6,140 
9,901 

13,632 
6,376 
1,149 

12,061 

10,404 
4,991 
6.299 
8,620 
6,977 

16,912 

13,239 
7,745 
5,101 

10,360 

28,584 
4,293 
4,582 
1,763 

11,524 
6,702 

10,100 
2,447 
3.431 

12,040 
9,314 

ll,8a5 
3,162 

10,311 

$       249 

90 
107 
245 
556 

37 

92 
357 

57 
104 

80 
392 

1.33 
109 
278 
154 
193 
193 
153 
247 
340 
159 

28 
301 
260| 
1241 
157 
.  215 
174 
422 
330 
193 
127 
259 
714 
107 
114 

44 
288 
167 
252 

61 

85 
301 
232 
295 

79 
257 

Adams 

$     52,241 
19,093 

57,087 
31,281 
41.737 
29,906 
54,228 
55,916 
11,101 
47,965 
61,279 
54,002 
3.600 
25,511 
25,538 
34,923 
28,606 
29,869 
35,098 
•      17,300 
51,730 
33,453 
77,818 
12,462 
71,930 
42,841 
29,956 
41,212 
65,002 
30,796 
31,747 
24,521 
35,023 
19,715 
88,140 
44,097 
24,670 
45,390 
20,223 
15,606 
40,678 
86,200 
16,849 
25,514 
30,620 
35,894 
38.549 
18,047 
35,588 

$    l,r06 

477 

1,427 

782 

1,043 

747 

1,355 

1,397 

'  277 

1,199 

1,531 

1,350* 

90 

637 

638 

873 

715 

746 

877 

432 

1,293 

836 

1,945 

311 

1,798 

1,071 

748 

1,030 

1,625 

769 

793 

613 

875 

492 

2,203 

1,102 

616 

1,134 

505 

390 

1,016 

2,155 

421 

637 

765 

897 

963 

451 

889 

Brown 

Brown             ...   . 

Buffalo 

(Buffalo     

Butler 

(Butler 

Cass 

Cass 

Chase 

Chase 

Cheyenne 

Cheyenne 

Clay 

Clay 

Custer 

Custer 

Dawson 

Dawson 

Deuel 

Deuel 

Dodge 

Dodge 

Franklin 

Frontier^ 

Frontier 

Furnas 

Furnas 

Gage , . . . . 

Gafire. 

Gosper 

Gosper 

i        Greeley 

Greelev 

^        HamUton 

HftTTiilt^n 

Hitchcock 

Hitchcock 

Jefferson 

Jefferson   ..:...... 

Johnson 

Johnson 

Keith 

Keith 

Kimball 

Kimball 

Tiancaster 

Lancaster* 

Lincoln 

Tjincnlp 

Logan 

Logan 

Madison 

Madison 

Merrick 

Merrick 

Nance 

Nance 

Nuckolls 

Nuckolls 

Pawnee ^ . , 

Pawnee 

Pftrlrin.s 

Perkins 

Phelps 

Phelps 

Pierce.  . . , 

Pierce 

Polk 

Polk 

Red  Willow ,.. 

Richardson 

Rock 

Red  Willow 

Richardson 

Rock 

Saline 

Saline* 

Saunders 

Saunders 

Seward 

Seward 

Sheridan 

Sheridan 

Sioux 

Sioux 

Stanton 

Stant(»n 

Thayer 

Thayer 

Wayne 

Wayne 

Wheeler 

Wheeler 

York 

York 

♦Single  teacher,  r 

ural  distr 

icts. 

5 
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In  48  counties,  the  average  amount  which  25  mills  gives  in  five 
districts  with  lowest  valuations — $183.56. 

•    In  49  counties,  the  average  amount  which  25  mills  gives  in  five 
districts  with  highest  valuations — $964.34. 


COUNTY. 

0 

2 
1 

i 

1 

Assessment  Roll 

for  1892 

(Valuation.) 

Average  No.  of 
Mills  Levied  for 
School  Purposes. 

Adams ' 

124 

52 

164 

120 

65 

117 

117 

128 

90 

100 

228 

116 

55 

112 

93 

47 

15 

300 

125 

19 

104 

57 

104 

94 

90 

81 

80 

80 

138 

158 

155 

116 

110 

29 

120 

75 

33 

132 

%  55,801                    67 
23,401                     72 
73,80(                     09 
54.00(                     92 
29,25(                     42 
51,95(                     08 
51,95(                     56 
57,60(                     12 
40,50(                     00 
45,00(                     59 

102,60(                     72 
52,20(                     14 
24,75(                     07 
50,46(                     79 
41,85(                     00 
21,15(                     22 
6,75(                     42 

135,0a                     28 
56.25(                     23 

13 

Brown 

20 

Buffalo 

19 

Butler 

14 

Cheyenne 

18 

Clay 

14 

Dawson 

21 

Dodge  

16 

Frontier  . ; 

20 

Furnas 

19 

Gage 

15 

Hamilton 

16 

Hitchcock 

17 

Jefferson 

14 

Johnson 

Keith 

18 

Kimball 

16 

Lancaster 

13 

Lincoln 

29 

Logan 

8  55C 
46,800 
25,650 
46,800 
43,300 
31,500 
36,450 
36.000 
36,000 
62,100 
71,100 
69,750 
52,200 
49,500 
13,050 
54,000 
33,750 

_.,._  00 
2,288,961  26 
1,056,417  00 
2.651,455  40 
2,375,186  24 
1,129,042  00 
1,299,682  11 
1,499,036  13 
1,220,442  88 
3  204,500  87 
2,767,002  49 
3,491,157  95 
2,809,711  88 
1,118,363  92 

574,325  08 
2,443,440  65 
2.180.192  00 

20 

Madison 

13 

Nance 

17 

Nuckolls  

14 

Pawnee 

11 

Perkins 

16 

Phelps   

18 

Polk 

16 

Red  Willow 

19 

Richardson < .' 

12 

Saline 

16 

Saunders 

14 

Seward 

11 

Sheridan 

20 

Sioux   

18 

Thayer 

15 

Wayne   

14 

Wheeler 

14,850      251.406  ^ 

12 

York  

59.400 

2,697,518  401 

14 
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Tour  committee  believes  that  the  substance  of  its  report  can 
not  be  given  in  any  better  form  than  that  used  by  the  president 
of  the  council  in  sending  out  a  synopsis  of  the  report  in  advance 
to  members^  in  order  that  they  might  be  prepared  for  discussion. 

Th^  synopsis  is  as  follows: 

The  committee's  report  will  show: 

1.  Very  unequal  taxation: 

a.  Relative  to  ability  of  districts  to  pay. 

b,  Relative  to  the  demands  and  necessities  of  the  districts. 

2.  Taxation  that  makes  good  schools  an  impossibility  in  many 
districts. 

3.  Taxation  which  becomes  more  unequal  rather  than  less  so, 
as  property  values  increase. 

4.  A  very  general  demand  for  a  different   system  of  taxation. 

5.  A  very  general  acceptance  of  a  county  tax  as  the  most 
feasible  escape  from  present  conditions. 

Incidentally,  the  report  will  also  show: 

1.  An  army  of  school  officers: 

a.  More  than  are  necessary. 

b.  More  than  are  desirable. 

c.  More  than  demanded  by  efficiency. 

2.  Incompetency  and  negligence  of  a  large  number  of  these 
officers. 
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INSTITUTE  INSTKUCTOKS— 1891. 


Allyn,  A.  E. 
Andrews,  W.  E. 
Ashley,  B.  W. 
Austin,  Miss  E.  M. 
Austin,  W.  I. 
Barber,  Chas.  E. 
Barr,  R  J. 
Beattie,  J.  A. 
Beck,  T.  0. 
Beitel,  J.  K 
Bentley,  P.  P. 
Birss,  M.  Evelyn, 
Bowen,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Bowlus,  J.  W. 
Bradbury,  T.  H. 
Bright,  Orville  T. 
Brittain,  W.  W. 
Brown,  J.  S. 
Brownell,  C.  O. 
Bryner,F.  G. 
Burke,  J.  J. 
Calkins,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Campbell,  Miss  M.  E. 
Caster  George  M. 
Caviness,  A,  L. 
Chaplin,  H.  L. 
Charles,  Sada 
Chatburn,  Geo.  E. 
Clemmons,  W.  H. 
Cole,  E.  E. 
Collins,  A.  H. 


Glover,  Leola 
Graham,  L.  M. 
Gregory,  Minnie 
Grimes,  T.  C. 
Grin8tead,Mrs.  Irene 
Grinstead,  P.  W. 
Hampton,  W.  S. 
Handy,  L.  L 
Hardin,  M. 
Hargrove,  W.  P. 
Harper,  Mrs.  G.  M. 
Harper,  C.  L. 
Hains,  E.  D. 
Hart,  Mrs.  May 
Hart,  W.  K. 
Hatch,  A.  A. 
Hayman,  S.  S. 
Healey,  E. 
Hiatt,  Amos 
Hiatt,  H.  H. 
Hoff,  K.  L. 
Holmes,  J. 
Hornberger,  Mrs.  E. 
Hornberger,  J.  A. 
Hornby,  Hope 
Hosic,  J.  F. 
HotchkisSjMiss  N.  E. 
Hunt,  E.  W. 
Hussey,  J.  M. 
Hussong,  E.  M. 
Jackson,  W.  B. 


Newman,  W.  J. 
Nickerson,  J.  K. 
Nicoson,  J.  F. 
Noble,  G.  W. 
O'Connor,  D.  0. 
O'Donaghue,  J.  H. 
Oldt,  P.  T. 
Orr,  J,  0. 
Ostein,  H.  0. 
Parsons,  C.  E. 
Patterson,  Fannie 
Pearse,  C.  G. 
Perdue,  F.  S. 
Pile,  J.  M. 
Pinkerton,  C.  M. 
Probasco,  H.  0. 
Rakestraw,  0.  D. 
Eeed,  A.  A. 
Eeese,  D.  E. 
Ripley,  Mary  A. 
Robinson.  D.  G. 
EoUins,  E. 
Rowland,  Walter 
Roy,  G.  W. 
Rudolph,  Jennie  H. 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Sanders,  D.  E. 
Shoup,  J.  S. 
Skinner,  W.  H. 
Smith,  0.  E. 
Smith,  J.  A, 
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Colling,  J.  A. 
Condon,  Gt.  W. 
Cone,  Trenmore 
Conklin,  J.  A. 
Conner,  J.  F. 
Corbett,  H.  R. 
Courtright,  M.  A. 
Orabtree,  J.  W. 
Cromer,  E.  P. 
Crozier,  G.  W. 
Culver,  R  H. 
Curran  Jno.  F. 
Daum,  N.  F. 
Deans,  Mrs.  Norah 
Doling,  Ira 
Edwards,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Emery,  J.  B. 
Faylor,  Miss  Lucindy 
Fenner,  L.  B. 
Fodrea,  N. 
Fordyce,  Chas. 
Fowler,  W.  K 
Fox,  Frank 
Fiy,  Marion 
Funk;  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Galvin,  T.  R. 
Gardner,  W.  H. 
Garrett,  0.  F. 
Garrett,  E.  O. 
Garrett,  M.  J. 
Garrett,  Sara 
George,  J. 


Jenkins.  F.  E. 
Jenkins,  Mrs.  S.  D. 
Jones,  Amelia 
Jones,  Chas.  W. 
Julian,  W.  A. 
Kettering,  Mrs.  Ella 
Elemm,  f  j.  R 
Larrabee,  H. 
Laverty,  Jay 
Leach,  N.  E. 
Leach,  Mrs.  N.  E. 
Longan,  G.  B. 
Lutton,  W.  J. 
Manville,  Mrs.  E.  K. 
McCall,  J.  D. 
McChesney,Mi88  CD, 
McClelland,  F.  C. 
McCracken,  S.  B. 
McCrary,  G.  W. 
McKelvey,  R 
McKinnon,  J.  T. 
Meehan,  M. 
Metcalf,  Mrs.  Mina 
Miller,  J.  H. 
Monlux,  J,  B. 
Moody,  H.  J. 
Morey,  J.  T. 
Morrison,  W. 
Morrow,  Fred  E. 
Mote,  J.  G. 
Murch,  C.  A. 
Neville,Miss  Kate  E. 
WooUey,  Hatty  0. 


Smith,  Wm. 
Spear,  Kate 
Stephens,  Alex 
Stoetzel,  T.  D"' 
Storm,  A.  V. 
Sutton,  J.  A. 
Swanson,  Miss  Mary 
Taylor,  Jno.  O. 
Thomas,  Belle 
Thomas,  E.  A. 
Thompson,  E.  E. 
Thompson,  J.  H. 
Thornton,  J.  R. 
Townsend,  L.  J. 
Townsend,  W.  H. 
True,  M.  B.  C. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  E.  F. 
Valentine,  Wm. 
Van  Eaton,  J.  S. 
Wagner,  F.  A. 
Waggoner,  D.  R. 
Ward,  A.  E. 
Ward,  Dayton 
Waterhouse,  A.  H. 
Watson,  J.  A. 
Webster,  Jennie 
Wells,  Geo.  F. 
Williams,  Florence 
Wilson,  Miss  Donna 
Wilson,  A.  K 
Wilson,  L  E. 
Wolford,  G.  B. 
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Adams,  Miss  May 
Albert,  C.  H. 
AUyn,  A.  E. 
Anderson,  S.  S. 
Arnold,  Oallie 
Arnot,  L.  B. 
Arnot,  S.  P: 
Atkinson,  C.  E. 
Austin,  Miss  E.  M. 
Austin,  W.  I. 
Ayers,  Geo.  W. 
Badgley,  Miss  Alice 
Baldwin,  Robert 
Beattie,  J.  A. 
Beck,  T.  0. 
Belleville,  S.  R. 
Benjamin,  W.  E. 
Berkley,  J.  O. 
Birss,  M.  Evelyn 
Bishop,  Miss  Laura 
Bixby,  J.  H. 
Blanchard,  R.  O. 
Bowen,  Mrs.  E. 
Bradbury,  T.  H. 
Brainerd,  O.  H. 
Brittain,  W.  W. 
Burke,  J.  J. 
Burkett,  E.  J. 
Bym,  Miss  Anna 
Caldwell,  Hattie  E. 
Calkins,  Mrs.  Jennie 


Gassette,  Miss  Lottie 
Gillespie,Mrs.  Emma 
Good,  E..  E. 
Graham,  N.  M. 

Gregory, 

Grubbs,  E.  C. 
Guttery,  W.  D. 
Guttery,  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Hammil,  S. 
Hamilton,  T.  A. 
Hancock,  A.  0. 
Hanigan,  J. 
Hargrove,  W.  F. 
Harroun,  F.  S. 
Halt,  A.  0. 
Hart,  W.  R. 
Hart,  Mrs.  W.  R.    ^ 
Hatch,  A.  A. 
Hayward,  B.  D. 
Hedgcock,  Geo.  G. 
Hewett,  E   C. 
Hiatt,  Amos 
Hiatt,  Mrs.  Amos 
Hibbard,  D.  O. 
Hoenshel,  E.  J. 
Hopkins,  D.  G. 
Hopkins,  G.  M. 
Horden,  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Homberger,  J.  A. 
House,  J.  T. 
Howard,  W.  T. 


Nichols,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Nickerson,  J.  H. 
Nicoson,  P. 
Noble,  G.  W. 
Nugent,  J.  A. 
O'Connor,  D.  C. 
Oelting,  F.  H. 
Orr,  J.  C. 
Pate,  Corda 
Pearse,  C.  G. 
Perdue,  P.  S. 
Peterson,  H. 
Pile,  J.  M. 
Pinnell,  OUie  M. 
Price,  W.  G. 
Prime,  Miss  H.  S. 
Probasco,  H.  C. 
Rains,  Mra  Anna  M. 
Randall,  Adelle 
Reese,  D.  E. 
Roach,  J.  J. 
Rothleitner,  M.  M. 
Rowe,W.  E. 
Russell,  Lizzie 
Sampson,  G.  W. 
Saylor,  J.  F. 
Scott,  J.  M. 
Scott,  Thomas 
Sears,  E.  A. 
Selby,  Mina 
Shearer,  Mrs.  G. 
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Call,  E  E. 
Campbell,  J.  K. 
Carman,  M.  H. 
Gary,  C.  P. 
Case,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Caviness,  A.  L. 
Chatburn,  Geo.  E. 
Chellls,  M 
Christie,  E.  J. 
Clapp,  H. 
Clark,  J.  N. 
Clark,  S.K. 
Coleman,  G.  B. 
Colgrove,  C.  P. 
Collins,  A.  H. 
Collins,  J.  A. 
Coney,  Ohas.  S. 
Conklin,  J.  A. 
Conn,  U.  S. 
Cooley,  S.  E. 
Copeland,  Anna  B. 
Oorbett,  H.  E.- 
Cramer,  Miss  Lena 
Cromer,  E.  P. 
Crozier,  G.  W. 
Curran,  Jno.  F. 
Cushman,  P.  0. 
Daniels,  S.  A. 

Danielson, 

Darland,  S.  A. 
Dillon,  George  J. 
Doling,  Ira 
Dunham,  J.  E. 


Hubbell,  O.  0. 
Hughes,  A.  B. 
Hunt,  E.  W. 
Hursh,J.  N. 
Hussey,  J.  M. 
Irish,  P.  V. 
Jacobs,  L  W. 
James,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Jenkins,  P.  E. 
Jones,  N.  H. 
Kates,  J.  P. 
Kemble,  M.  A. 
Kenagy,  I.  B. 
Kent,  G  A. 
Kittle,  Eobert 
Lamson,  J.  T. 
Leach,  N.  E. 
Leamy,  M.  H. 
Leavy,  L.  H. 
Leger,  Leah 
Lillibridge,  D.  E. 
Lonquist,  Christine 
Madison,  Mrs.  Lucy 
Maika,  Cordelia  L. 
Manville,  C.  A 
Manville,  Mrs.  E.  K. 
Markley,  M. 
Marshall,  Ina  J. 
Mathers,  T. 
McBrien,  J.  L. 
McOrary,  G  E. 
McDermed,  H.  B. 
McKelvey,  E. 


Shearer,  P.  B. 
Shepherd,  Grace 
Skinner,  W.  H. 
Smith,  O.  E. 
Snodgrass,  M.  E. 
Sparks,  Joseph 
Spear,  C.  E. 
Spear,  Kate  G. 
Stableton,  J.  K. 
Stanchfield,  H.  J. 
Stephens,  Alex. 
Stephens,  Mrs.  A. 
Stewart,  E.  D. 
Storks,  Nellie 
Storm,  A.  V. 
Taylor,  A.  B. 
Taylor,  P.  C. 
Taylor,  W.  E. 
Taylor  John  O. 
Tew,  Ida  A. 
Thomas,  A.  O. 
Thompson,  E.  E. 
Thorn,  Carrie  V. 
Thornton,  J.  E. 
Townsend,  L.  J. 
True,  M.  B,  C. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Tucker,  M.  A. 
Vail,  P.  H. 
Valentine,  Wm. 
Van  Eaton,  J.  S. 
Van  Horn,  Mrs.  E.  C 
Ward,  A.  E. 


L._^i,^,.. 
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Edwards,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Ellis,  Mrs.  Ada 
Ellis,  M.  I. 
EUwanger,  C.  G. 
Emery,  J.  B. 
Evans,  A.  J. 
Fillmore,  H.  P. 
Fordyce,  Charles 
Franklin,  E.  S. 
Funk,  A.  M. 
Galvin,  T.  E. 
Gardner,  W.  H. 


McKibben,  Mary 
McKinnon,  J.  T. 
Metcalf,  Mrs.  Mina 
Miller,  Dan 
Miller,  J.  H. 
Moody,  H.  J. 
Morey,  J.  T. 
Morris,  J.  T. 
Moulton,  B.  G. 
Munger,  Belle 
Myers,  Mr3.  M. 
Neighly,  I.  D. 


Warner,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Warren,  H.  K. 
Waterhonse,  A.  H. 
Waterman,  E.  D. 
Wilkinson,  J.  N. 
Williams,  Lou 
Williamson,  0.  C. 
Wise,  W.  J. 
Wisely,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Wright,  Miss  L.  E. 
Zermann,  E. 


DIEECTOEY    OF   COUNTY   SUPEEINTENDENTS  JAN- 
UAEY,  1892-1894. 


County. 

Name. 

POSTOFFIOE. 

Adams, 

F.  M.  Bettys, 

Hastings. 

Antelope, 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Palmer, 

Oakdale. 

Arthur, 

Unorganized, 

Miss  Ella  L.  Freeman, 

Banner, 

Harrisburg. 

Blaine, 

T.  0.  Beck, 

Purdum. 

Boone, 

C.  E.  Spear, 

Albion. 

Box  Butte, 

H.  F.  Fillmore, 

Hemingford. 

Boyd, 

Mrs.  Emma  E.  Warner 

Butte  City. 

Brown, 

N.  F.  Smith, 

Ainsworth. 

Buffalo, 

N.  P.  McDonald, 

Kearney. 

Burt, 

E.  A.  Sears, 

Decatur. 

Butler, 

E.  I.  J.  Barker, 

David  City. 

Cass, 

G.  W.  Noble, 

Plattsmouth. 

Cedar, 

T.  C.  Grimes, 

Hartington. 

Chase, 

David  Ogilvie, 

Imperial. 

Cherry, 

Cyrus  W.  King, 

Valentine. 
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Cheyenne, 

Miss  Mattie  McGee, 

Sidney. 

Clay, 

N.  M.  Graham, 

Clay  Center. 

Colfax, 

W.  T.  Howard, 

Schuyler. 

Cuming, 

William  Collins, 

West  Point. 

Custer, 

H.  H.  Hiatt, 

Broken  Bow. 

Dakota, 

W.  T.  Bartlett, 

Jackson. 

Dawes^ 

Miss  Cordelia  Maika, 

Chadron. 

Dawson, 

Mrs.  KateBonar, 

Lexington. 

Deuel, 

Mrs.  S.  C.  German, 

ChappeL 

Dixon, 

Miss  Mary  Schroer, 

Ponca. 

Dodge, 

D.  V.  Stephens, 

Fremont. 

Douglas, 

George  W.  Hill, 

Waterloo. 

Dundy, 

W.  G  Price, 

Max. 

JPillmore, 

J.  J.  Burke, 

Geneva. 

Franklin, 

T.  A.  Hamilton, 

Bloomington. 

Frontier, 

N.  H.  Jones, 

Stockville. 

Furnas, 

L.  C.  Hanning, 

Arapahoe. 

Gage, 

A.  A.  Reed, 

Beatrice. 

Garfield 

Andrew  Phillips, 

Erina. 

Gosper, 

S.  B.  Yeoman, 

ElwooA 

Grant, 

M.  E.  Harmston, 

Hyannis. 

Greeley, 

B.  P.  Crunipan, 

Greeley  Center. 

Hall, 

E.  E.  Thompson, 

Grand  Island. 

Hamilton, 

M.  F.  Stanley, 

Aurora. 

Harlan, 

J.  T.  Lamson, 

Alma. 

Hayes, 

H.  C.  Pennell, 

Eddy. 

Hitchcock, 

Miss  Julia  Carmody, 

Trenton. 

Holt, 

H.  W.  Dudley, 

O'Neill. 

Hooker, 

W.  H.  Hoskins, 

Mullen. 

Howard, 

J.  T.  Parker, 

St.  Paul. 

Jefferson, 

Chas.  E.  Atkinson, 

Fairbury. 

Johnson, 

J.  L.  McBrien, 

Tecumseh. 

Kearney, 

J.  S.  Canaday, 

Minden. 
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Keith, 

Miss  Laura  Record, 

Ogalalla. 

Keya  Paha, 

Geo.  Condon, 

Spring  view. 

Kimball, 

Mrs.  Eva  R  Braden, 

KimbalL 

Knox, 

W.  M.  McOlintock, 

Niobrara. 

Lancaster, 

J.  S.  Baer, 

Lincoln. 

Lincoln, 

Miss  MaryE.Hosford, 

North  Platte. 

Logan, 

Miss  Laura  Peterson, 

Gandy.. 

Loup, 

Mrs.  Anna  M.  Rains, 

Almeria. 

Madison, 

R.  G.  Mossman, 

Madison. 

McPherson, 

L.  E.  Dolph, 

McPherson. 

Merrick, 

Geo.  W.  Ayers, 

Central  City. 

Nance, 

W.  A.  T.  Campbell, 

FuUerton. 

Nemaha, 

.W.  M.  Crichton, 

Auburn. 

Nuckolls, 

V.  A.  Thomas, 

Nelson. 

Otoe, 

W.  M.  Clary, 

Nebraska  City 

Pawnee, 

F.  A.  Barton, 

Pawnee  City. 

Perkins, 

Miss  Jennie  Carothers 

,  Grant. 

Phelps, 

Wm.  A.  Garrett, 

Holdrege. 

Pierce, 

Hason  Turner, 

Pierce. 

Platte, 

M.  M.  Rothleitner, 

Columbus. 

Polk, 

W.  P.  Kepner, 

Osceola. 

Red  Willow, 

J.  H.  Bayston, 

Indianola. 

Eichardson, 

C.  C.  Pool, 

Salem. 

Rock, 

J.  A.  Nugent, 

Bassett 

Saline, 

W.  C.  Farrand, 

Wilber. 

Sarpy, 

M.  E.  Stormer, 

Papillion. 

Saunders, 

R.  H.  Watson, 

Wahoo. 

Scotts  Bluff 

Mrs.  Aggie  Moomaw, 

Gering. 

Seward, 

U.  0.  Anderson, 

Seward. 

Sheridan, 

H.  J.  Stanchfield, 

Rushville. 

Sherman, 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Walwoi-th, 

Loup  City. 

Sioux, 

A.  Southworth, 

Harrison. 

Stanton, 

Chas.  S.  Coney, 

Stanton. 
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Thayer, 

Daniel  T.  ScoTiUe, 

Hebron, 

Thomas, 

Mrs.  Ellen  R.  Scott, 

Thedford. 

Thurston, 

0.  E.  Hadley, 

Pender. 

Valley, 

John  H.  Jennings, 

Ord. 

Washington, 

John  W.  Henderson, 

Biair. 

Wayne, 

Miss  C.  M.  White, 

Wayne. 

Webster, 

D.  M.  Hunter, 

Red  Cloud 

Wheeler, 

W.  B.  Lynds, 

Bartleti 

York, 

K  S.  Franklin, 

Tort 
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NEBEASKA  EXAMINATION  QUESTIONS. 

USED    IN     EXAMINATION     FOB    PROFESSIONAL     CERTIFICATES,    llEhV 

JUNE   23,  1891. 


BHETORIO. 


1 .  Define  grammar,  rhetoric,  style,  diction,  poetry. 

2.  The  Sentence:  (a)  define  loose,  periodic,  balanced  sen- 
tences; (6)  give  three  rhetorical  characteristics  of  a  properly 
constructed  sentence,  (c)  three  rules  for  maintaining  the  strength 
of  a  sentence. 

3.  Criticise  the  following  and  state  what  rules  of  diction  they 
violate:  "There  is  no  sort  of  joy  more  grateful  to  the  mind  of 
man  than  that  which  ariseth  from  the  invention  of  truth."  "He 
Sundayed  in  Omaha  and  wired  his  wife  to  come.*'  **I  wish  I 
could  write  like  you  do." 

4.  5.  State  the  rhetorical  figures  in  the  following;  in  what 
does  each  consist  and  give  another  example  of  each: 

"  Some  flowrets  of  Eden  ye  still  inherit, 
But  the  trail  of  the  serpent  is  over  them  all" 

**  By  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt  thou  eat  bread." 

'*  How  far  that  little  candle  throws  his  beams, 
So  shines  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world." 

6.  Give  four  conditions  of  sublimity. 

7.  Define  elegiac,  epic,  pastoral,  lyric  poetry,  and  give  an 
example  of  each. 

8.  What  is  "  idiomatic  English  ?" 

9.  Illustrate  the  correct  use  of  vocation,  avocation;  depot, 
station;  healthy,  healthful;  credible,  creditable;  incite,  excite. 

10.  Name  the  three  most  important  sources  of  our  English 
words. 
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OHEMISTBT. 

1.  Define  the  atomic  theory. 

2.  Define  (1)  element,  (2)  binary  compound,  (3)  acid,  (4) 
salt,  (5)  base. 

3.  Name  the  following  and  tell  whether  acid,  salt,  or  base: 
NaS04,  HNO3,  NaHO,  CaCla,  Mg(H0)2. 

4.  Into  a  solution  of  silver  nitrate  I  pour  some  hydrochloric 
acid.     Write  the  reaction. 

5.  Describe  oxygen  gas. 

6.  Give  the  reaction  in  making  hydrogen. 

7.  Give  the  test  for  carbon  dioxide. 

8.  Describe  the  chemical  process  of  bleaching  (1)  by  CL,  (2) 
by  sulphur  fumes. 

9.  Tell  what  takes  place  in  the  alcoholic  and  acetic  fermenta- 
tions. 

10.  In  what  cases  of  poisoning  should  no  emetic  be  given? 

ENGLISH   HISTORY. 

1.  What  is  literature?  Mention  classes  of  writings  that  are 
not  literature. 

2.  Why  is  Chaucer  called  the  "  morning  star  of  song"  and  the 
' '  well  of  English  undefiled  "  ? 

3.  Milton,  (a)  life,  (6)  writings,  (c)  style,  (d)  description 
of  his  epic. 

4.  Name  three  writers  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  two 
works  of  each. 

5.  Compare  Addison  and  Pope  as  to  character,  style,  literary 
genius,  influence  upon  literature. 

6.  Give  author  of  Othello,  Gulliver's  Travels,  Cotter's  Satur- 
day Night,  Marmion,  Childe  Harold,  Aurora  Leigh,  Vanity  Fair, 
Last  Days  of  Pompeii,  In  Memoriam,  Middlemarch. 
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7.  Name  an  English  poet,  historian,  essayist,  novelist  of  ^ 
century.     The  works  of  each.     Underline  those  that  you  have 
read, 

8.  Name  three  American  historians,  two  novelists,  three  poets 
three  essayists,  two  orators. 

9.  What  works  of  George  Eliot  have  you  read?     Would  you 
recommend  her  works  to  a  school  girl?     Why? 

10.  Q-ive  a  list  of  not  less  than  ten  books  which  you  would 
recommend  to  a  school  boy. 

TRIGONOMETRY. 

1.  Draw  a  figure  illustrating  the  several  trigonometrical  lines. 

2.  Find  an  equation  for  tan.  in  terms  of  R.  sin.  &  cos. 
•      3.     Prove  sine  60°-J  E.       ' 

4.  The  tan.  of  45°  is  unity.     Compute  the  sine  and  secant 
of  45°. 

5.  How  do  you  multiply  by  logarithms?     How  do  you  divide 
by  logarithms? 

6.  How  do  we  extract  the  root  of  a  number  by  logarithms  ? 

7.  To  what  are  the  sine  and  cos.  of  90®  equal? 

8.  To  what  are  the  tan.  and  sec.  of  90®  equal? 

9.  0  Gliven  AC=45,  and  angle  0=37®  22' 

to  find  other  parts. 

(Just   state    proportions   for    finding 
sides.) 

10.  In   an   oblique   angled   triangle  given    BC=980,   angle 
A=7°  6'  26''  and  angle  B=106°  2'  23%  to  find  other  parts. 

(Just  state  the  proportions  for  finding  the  sides.) 

ZOOLOGY. 

1.  Make  a  drawing  of  the  amoeba  and  describe  it. 

2.  Give  a  description  of  the  sponge.    . 
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3.  Pescribe  the  digestive  system  of  the  sea  anemone. 

4.  Give  a  description  of  the  nervous  system  of  the  starfish. 

5.  Describe  the  .circulatory  system  of  the  clam  or  mussel 

C.  Illustrate,  as  neariy  as  you  can  by  drawing,  the  respiratory 
system  of  the  insect 

7.  Describe  the  development  of  the  tadpole  into  the  frog. 

8.  Give  the  characteristics  of  the  order  Eaptores. 

9.  Give  the  characteristics  of   the  "  cat  family." 

10.  Name  the  several  forms  of  animal  reproduction  and  give 
illustrationa 

GENERAL   HISTORY. 

1.  What  centuries  are  assigned  to  the  following  divisions  ? 
Ancient  history?    Dark  Ages?    Middle  Ages?    Modem  history? 

2.  Describe  briefly  the  religion  of  the  Greeks  and  state  its 
effect  upon  art  and  poetry. 

3.  What  is  the  greatest  legacy  left  the  world  by  the  Boman 
empire? 

4.  The  Saracens:  (a)  origin;  (6)  religion;  (c)  conquests; 
(d)  decline;  (e)  influence  upon  civilization. 

5.  Give  .two  good  arid  two  evil  effects  of  the  feudal  system. 

6.  What  do  you  understand  by  "The  Hegira?"  ** Chiv- 
alry? Acropolis?  Gracchi?  War  of  the  Koses?  Massacre 
of  Si  Bartholomew?  Spanish  Armada?  Edict  of  Nantes? 
Diet  of  Worms  ?     Sepoy  Eebellion  ? " 

7.  Name  five  causes  of  the  Reformation.  Which  of  these 
do  you  consider  the  most  powerful  ? 

8.  Name  an  English  and  a  French  king  and  queen  that  have 
suffered  execution. 

9.  What  were  the  results  of  the  Franco-Prussian  war?  Did 
England  have  any  part  in  this  war  ? 

'  10.  Name  the  Englishman,  the  Frenchman,  the  German,  and 
the  Italian  of  this  century  whom  you  consider  to  have  been  the 
most  influential  in  European  affairs.     Give  reasons. 
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GEOLOGY. 

1.  Name  the  great  geologic  ages  with  the  most  important 
subdivisions  and  give  the  prevailing  type  of  life  in  each. 

2.  (a)  Describe  the  formation  of  coal;  (6)  of  limestone. 

3.  Give  some  geological  proofs  of  the  lapse  of  inconceivable 
periods  of  time.  Describe  and  account  for  the  canon  of  the  Col- 
orado and  the  Niagara  gorge. 

4.  .  Explain  the  following  terms;  (a)  drift,  (6)  fault,  (c)  fos- 
sil, (d)  stratum,  (e)  lithology. 

5.  Describe  and  tell  in  what  formation  geologists  find  each , 
of  the  following:  (a)   the  trilobite,  (b)  the  plesiosaurus,  (c)  the 
mastodon,  (d)  glaciation. 

6.  (a)  What  can  you  say  of  the  nature  and  composition  of 
quartz?  (6)  of  granite?  (c)  of  the  diamond?  (d)  of 
marble  ? 

7.  Do  you  accept  or  reject  the  theory  of  man's  descent  from 
other  animals?  State  your  reasons  fully.  (An  intelligent,  well 
supported  opinion  either  way  will  be  fully  accepted.)  In  what 
geologic  period  does  man  first  appear? 

8.  "What  is  the  original  position  of  stratified  rocks  ?  present 
position?  how  changed?     What   are  metamorphic  rooks  and  how    " 
formed?     What  are  the  principal  means  of  identifying  rooks  of 
certain  strata  and  determining  the  relative  age  of  different  strata  ? 

9.  What  depth  of  the  earth's  crust  is  fairly  well  known  to 
geologists?  (6)  Give  two  arguments  in  support  of  the  theory  of 
internal  heat. 

10.  Give  any  facts  you  can  regarding  the  geology  of  Nebraska. 
(Describe  the  geology  of  New  York,  if  unfamiliar  with  that  of 
Nebraska.) 

INTELLECTUAL   PHILOSOPHY. 

1.  Name  the  three  great  divisions  or  manifestations  of  monk-i 
power  and  define  each. 
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2.  What  is  conscience ?     (Treat  fully.) 

3.  What  ideas  are  given  us  by  intuition? 

4.  "What  is  memory  ?  Give  some  laws  of  its  action  and  tell 
how  it  may  be  strengthened. 

.5.     What  is  attention?     How  can  we  control  it  in  ourselves 
and  train  it  in  others? 

6.  Name  the  five  senses.  Give  a  sixth  often  classed  with  the 
five.     To  which  branch  of   the  mind  do  they  belong? 

7.  Define  the  inductive  and  the  deductive  methods  of  reason- 
ing.    Which  did  Bacon  develop?   - 

8.  What  can  you  say  of  the  scholasticism  of  Aristotle  and  his 
followers  ? 

.    9.     Distinguish  between  the  theories  known  respectively  as 
nominalism  and  realism. 

10.  Mention  the  faculties  in  a  child's  mind  in  the  natural 
order  of  their  development.  (6)  How  do  these  facts  apply  prac- 
tically in  school  management?  Give  reasons  for  your  answer 
upon  your  own  observation  and  study  of  pupils'  minds. 

PHYSICAL    G1E0GRAPHT. 

1.  (a)  Draw  a  diagram  to  illustrate  the  direction  of  the 
earth's  axis  in  relation  to  the  sun  in  summer  and  in  winter,  (b) 
What  would  be  the  effect  if  the  earth's  axis  were  perpendicular 
to  the  plane  of  its  orbit?     (c)  EflPect  if  parallel  to  plane  of  orbit? 

2.  (a)  Define  longitude.  (6)  What  meridian  has  been  gen- 
erally adopted  by  the  world  as  the  prime  meridian?  (c)  Is  a 
degree  of  longitude  longer  in  India  or  in  England,  and  why  ? 

3.  (a)  What  does  a  low  barometer  indicate?  (6)  What 
causes  wind?     (c)  Describe  and  explain  land  and  sea  breezes. 

4.  (a)  Give  the  freezing  and  boiling  points  of  water,  {h) 
What  are  isothermal  lines?     (c)  Explain  the  formation  of  dew. 

5.  (rt)   What  is   the   origin   of    icebergs?     (6)   Give   your 
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theory  of    mountain  formation,     (c)  Where   is  Africa  and  for 
what  is  it  noted? 

6.  Account  for  (a)  the  flow  of  water  from  artesian  wells;  (6) 
the  formation  of  stalactites. 

7.  Explain  the  terms  (a)  delta,  (6)  erosion,  (c)  avalanche, 
(d)  moraine,  (e)  maelstrom. 

8.  Explain  fully  the  cause  of  tides.  Draw  a  diagram  show- 
ing the  relative  positions  of  sun,  moon,  and  earth  at  spring  and 
neap  tides.  How  long  from  one  spring  tide  to  another?  Ex- 
plain the  terms  conjunction,, opposition,  and  quadrature. 

9.  (a)  Give  the  general  direction  and  causes  of  warm  ocean 
currents  (6)  Where  and  how  is  climate  affected  by  the  Gulf 
Stream. 

10.  (a)  What  is  an  atoll?  (6)  a  geyser?  (c)  a  crater?  {d) 
the  flora  of  a  region?  {e)  the  Sargasso  Sea? 

NEBEASKA   STATE   EXAMINATION— Deo.   28-29,   1891. 

ENGLISH   LITERATURE. 

(One  and  One-half  Hours.) 

1.  Describe  briefly  the  historical  events  affecting  our  lan- 
guage. 

2.  When  may  modem  English  be  said  to  have  begun? 
Name  three  literary  productions  before  that  time. 

3.  Name  three  dramatic  authors  and  two  works  of  each. 

4.  Shakespeare — (a)  dates  of  birth  and  death;  (6)  sketch  of 
life;  (c)  burial  place;  (d)  classification  of  literary  works;  (e) 
source  of  his  plots;  (f)  three  characteristics  of  his  genius. 

5.  Name  five  female  characters  of  Shakespeare.  One  work 
which  you  have  read  and  give  outline. 

6.  In  what  century  did  Bacon  live  ?  What  was  the  nature  of 
his  literary  work?     Method  of  reasoning? 
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7.  Name  three  poems  and  three  novels  of  Scott'a  Criticise 
his  style,  descriptions,  sentiments,  delineations  of  character. 

8,  9.  What  is  meant  by  classic  authors?  Name  ten  Ameri- 
can authors  justly  so  styled,  and  state  the  kind  of  writing  in 
which  each  excelled. 

10.  Give  author  of  Jane  Eyre,  Scarlet  Letter,  Confession^  of 
an  Opium  Eater,  Twice-told  Tales,  Heroes  and  Hero  Worship, 
Bigelow  Papers,  Modem  Painters,  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast 
Table,  Ben  Hur,  Lorna  Doone.  Underline  those  which  you  have 
read. 

BHETOBIO. 

(One  Hour.) 

1.  Distinguish  between  a  grammatically  and  a  rhetorically 
correct  sentence. 

2.  Define  purity,  propriety,  precision,  as  applied  to  diction. 

3.  When  may  a  discourse  be  said  to  excel  in  perspicuity  ? 

4  How  should  an  oration  differ  from  an  essay  ?  What  are 
its  parts? 

5.  What  should  be  the  object  of  the  conclusion  of  a  discourse  ? 
How  attained? 

6.  What  is  good  literary  taste?     How  cultivated? 

7.  Illustrate  by  quotation  or  original  example  metonomy, 
antithesis,   personification,  apostrophe,  hyperbole. 

8.  What  have  allegory,  simile,  and  metaphor  in  common? 
How  do  they  differ  from  one  another? 

9.  Value  of  rhetorical  figures.  Caution  in  regard  to  their 
use. 

10.  Illustrate  or  state  the  difference  in  the  meaning  of  sym- 
pathy, compassion;  invent,  discover;  hatred,  aversion;  instil', 
inculcate;  absolve,  exonerate. 
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QENEBAL  HISTOBT. 

(One  and  One-fourth  Hours.) 

1.  Principal  nations  that  flourished  before  the  Greeks. 
Sources  of  our  information  concerning  them.  Degree  of  civili- 
zation.    Religion.     Influence  upon  succeeding  nations. 

2..  Name  and  locate  the  two  leading  cities  of  the  Greeks. 
Contrast  them  as  to  institutions,  aims,  influence. 

3.  "What  was  the  political  condition  of  Greece  at  the  birth  of 
Christ? 

4.  Brief  outline  of  its  political  history  in  modern  times;  its 
present  government  and  influence. 

5.  What  is  meant  by  the  ''revival  of  learning"  in  the  fif- 
teenth century  ? 

6.  Name  important  activities  and  inventions  of  the  fifteenth 
century  influencing  modern  civilization. 

7.  What  is  the  Eastern  Question?  To  what  wars  an5l  treaties 
has  it  given  rise  ? 

8.  What  is  Russia's  present  attitude  towards  the  other 
powers  ? 

9.  What  is  the  family  relation  between  the  sovereigns  of 
England  and  the  German  empire?  What  is  the  policy  of  the 
present  emperor? 

10.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  point  to  be  attained  in  the 
teaching  of  history?  In  what  year  of  the  high  school  course 
would  you  place  it? 

ZOOLOGY. 

(One  and  One-quarter  Hours.) 

1.  Describe  the  stomach  of  a  ruminant. 

2.  Write  a  short  sketch  on  the  different  forms  of  animal  loco- 
motion. 

3.  Describe  the  most  striking  peculiarities  of  the  cameL 
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4.  Describe  the  nervous  system  of  the  earthworm  and  make 
a  drawing  of  it.  • 

5.  Describe  the  respiratory  system  of  the  clam.* 

6.  Describe  the  circulatory  system  of  insects. 

7.  (a)  Name  five  injurious  insecta  (6)  Name  five  useful 
insects. 

8.  Compare  the  chicken  and  the  snake  with  reference  to 
structural  resemblance. 

9.  Give  the  characteristics  of  the  ruminants. 

10.  Name  ten  parasitic  animals. 

11.  How  is  the  pearl  formed  ? 

TRIGONOMETBY. 

(One  and  One-half  Hours.) 

1.  Given  radius  equal  unity,  find  cosine  30®. 

2.  Given  tan.,  20°,  equals  0.364,  find  secant  of  20^ 

3.  Give  the  signs  of  the  trigonometrical  functions  in  each  of 
the  four  quadrants. 

4  Prove,  in  any  right-angled  triangle,  radius  is  to  either  side* 
as  the  tangent  of  the  adjacent  acute  angle  is  to  the  opposite  side. 

5.  In  a  right-angled  triangle  given  base  equals  777  and  per- 
pendicular equals  345.     Find  other  angles.    * 

6.  In  a  triangle,  AO  equals  458,  BO,  307,  and  angle  A  equals 
28°  45'.     Find  the  third  side. 

7.  In  a  triangle,  the  sides  are  respectively  150, 140,  and  130. 
Find  angles. 

8.  Standing  on  one  side  of  a  river  I  want  to  know  the  dis- 
tance of  a  house  on  the  opposite  side.  How  may  I  proceed  to 
find  it? 

9.  Two  trees  are  separated  Iby  a  morass — I  want  to  know  the 
distance  between  them.     How  may  I  find  it? 

10.  I  want  to  find  the  height  of  a  church  steeple.  How  must 
I  proceed? 
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CHEMISTRY. 

(One  and  One-half  Houra) 

1.  What  is  Avogadro's  law? 

2.  Name  the  following: 

(1)  H2  SO4  (2)  CO2  (3)  SO3  (4)  KHO  (5)  NaNOa  (6)'NaN0 
(7)  HI  (8)  HF  (9j  FeS  (10)  FeS,. 

3.  In  the  above  tell  which  are  acids,  which  salts,  which  bases- 

4.  Describe  the  process  of  obtaining  O. 

5.  (1)  I  heat  sulphur  with  iron  filings.  Write  the  reaction. 
(2)1  pour  some  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  upon  zinc.  Write  the 
reaction. 

6.  (1)  Upon  sodium  hydrate  I  pour  dilute  sulphuric  acid. 
Write  the  reaction.  Upon  calcium  carbonate  I  pour  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid.     Write  the  reaction. 

7.  In  200  grains  of  mercuric  sulphide,  how  much  mercury? 
(At  weight  of  mercury  200.) 

(At  weight  of  sulphur  32.) 

8.  Tell  all  you  can  of  O  in  ten  lines. 

9.  How  does  01  disinfect? 

10.     How  would  you  test  for  decompo^ng  organic  matter? 

PHYSICAL     GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  To  an  observer  on  the  arctic  circle  where  would  the  sun 
appear  at  midnight  and  where  at  noon  on  June  21?  Where 
would  the  sun  appear  to  an  observer  at  the  equator  at  the  same 
time? 

2.  Describe  and  explain  the  trade  winds. 

3.  Account  for  the  direction  of  the  Gulf  stream  across  the 
Atlantic  ocean. 

4.  What  is  the  cause  of  earthquakes?  Describe  the  undu- 
latory  motion  of  an  earthquake. 
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6.  What  is  meant  by  the  "  line  of  no  variation,*'  and  where 
does  it  cross  the  United  States? 

6.  Name  and  describe  the  different  kinds  of  cionds.  Explain 
the  nature  of  clouds  and  fogs. 

7.  Describe  the  barometer;  give  the  principles  it  illustrates 
and  the  uses  it  subserves.  What  is  the  meteorological  signifi- 
cance of  a  low  barometer? 

8.  Name  the  axis  or  chief  mountain  range  of  each  continent; 
give  its  general  direction  and  the  approximate  height  above  sea 
level  of  its  principal  peaks. 

9.  Treat  of  the  nature  and  causes  of  geysers;  icebergs. 

10.     Describe    the  formation  of    coral  islands.     Explain    the 
action  of  artesian  wells. 

GEOLOGY. 

1.  Describe  and  classify  marble;  satin  spar;  flint;  ruby; 
mica. 

2.  Describe  the  appearance  of  basalt;  describe  and  locate 
some  remarkable  basaltic  formations. 

3.  Describe  the  characteristic  animal  life  in  the  Cretaceous 
period;  in  the  Tertiary;  in  the  Devonian. 

4.  Where  is  the  oldest  portion  of  the  North  Americai^  con- 
tinent, and  of  what  kind  of  rocks  is  it  composed. 

5.  Treat  of  the  evidences,  extent,  and  effects  of  great  glaciers 
in  remote  geological  times. 

6.  What  is  slaty  cleavage,  and  how  is  it  accounted  for? 

7.  What  evidences  are  there  of  the  lapse  of  long  periods  of 
time  in  the  formation  of  the  earth's  crust  ?  Give  an  idea  of  the 
length  of   some  particular  geological  period. 

8.  From  what  did  the  Drift,  Cretaceous,  Carboniferous,  and 
Azoic  times,  respectively,  derive  their  names?  Describe  briefly 
each  of  these  periods. 
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9.  Give  a  definition  of  each  of  the  following  kinds  of  rocks: 
odimentary,   igneous,   fossiliferous,  aqueous,   crystalline,  amor- 

[>hous,  and  m^tamorphic. 

10.  Explain  the  formation  of  great  salt  beds  at  great  depths 
in  various  parts  of  the  earth.  Locate  several  of  such  forma- 
tions. 

INTELLECTUAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

1.  Explain  the  terms  hereditary  and  environments,  and  treat 
of  their  influence  on  character.  Does  any  other  factor  besides 
these  two  enter  into  the  formation  of  character,  and,  if  so,  what 
is  it? 

2.  Define  consciousness  and  attention. 

3.  What  conditions  are  necessary  to  a  perfect  memory  of  any 
mental  impression  ?     Show  how  the  principle  applies  in  teaching. 

4.  Distinguish  between  memory  and  imagination,  and  show 
also,  in  what  respect,  if  any,  they  are  alike.  Distinguish  be- 
tween a  ready  and  a  retentive  memory. 

5.  ^  Give  a  simple  illustration  showing  how  knowing,  feeling, 
and  willing  commonly  follow  one  another  in  the  order  given. 

6.  Define  and  give  an  illustration  of  a  syllogism.  Is  this 
kind  of  reasoning  inductive  or  is  it  deductive? 

7^  How  do  instinct  and  reason  differ  from  each  other  in  their 
nature  ? 

8.  What  is  the  philosophy  of  the  formation  of  habit.  Speak 
of  their  importance  in  education. 

9.  How  may  perception  and  imagination,  respectively,  be 
trained  in  young  children? 

10.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  percept  and  a  concept  ? 
Describe  the  inductive  process  by  which  a  concept  is  formed. 
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EXAMINATION  QUESTIONS— No.  3-1892. 

ABITMETia 

1.  Define  number.  Write  a  complete  classification  of  num- 
bers. 

2.  Originate  and  solve  a  problem  illustrating  the  reduction  of 
a  compound  number  to  a  decimal  of  a  higher  denomination. 

3.  Multiply  the  L.  C.  M.  of  28, 42,  and  84  by  the  G.  0.  D.  of 
the  same  numbers. 

4.  A  merchant  owning  f  of  a  vessel  sold  §  of  his  interest  for 
$5,333^.     At  that  rate  what  was  the  value  of  the  entire  vessel  ? 

5.  If  9  men  build  a  wall  54  rods  long,  7  feet  high,  5  feet 
wide,  working  12  days  of  10  hours  each,  how  many  rods  of  a 
wall  8  feet  high  and  4  feet  wide  will  10  men  build,  working  14 
days  of  8  hours  each  ? 

6.  A  teacher  invests  $1,022  in  United  States  4^  per  cent 
bonds  at  108.     Find  the  annual  income  from  the  investment 

7.  A  owes  $500  due  now,  $600  due  in  3  months,  and  $800  due 
in  2 J  months.     Find  the  equated  time  of  payment. 

8.  A  note  of  $150,  dated  July  1,  1892,  time  6  months,  bear- 
ing 6  per  cent  interest,  was  discounted  at  bank  at  10  per  cent, 
October  10,  1892.     Find  discount  and  proceeds. 

9.  The  longitude  of  San  Francisco  'is  122°  30'  west,  and  the 
longitude  of  Bangkok  is  100®  40^  east  When  it  is  noon  Octo- 
ber 15  at  San  Francisco,  what  is  the  local  time  at  Bangkok? 

10.  How  many  square  feet  in  a  board  14  feet  long,  16  inches 
wide  at  one  end,  and  11  inches  wide  at  the  other? 

GBAMMAB. 

1.  What  parts  of  speech  may  be  modified?  By  what  may 
each  be  modified? 

2.  In  what  respect  does  parsing  differ  from  analysis? 
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3.  Write  a  sentence  having  the  subject. and  object  each  modi- 
fied by  a  clause. 

4.  How  ar^ verbs  classified  in  respect  to  form  and  in  respect 
to  use?     Illustrate. 

5.  Distinguish  between  the  use  of  each  and  every;  many  and 
much;  among  and  between;  in  and  into;  between  effed  and  affect, 

6.  Write  the  plurals  of  the  following:  thisy  thaty  criterion, 
gross,  mercy,  calculus,  thesis,  ephemeris, 

7.  Explain  the  correct  uses  of  can  and  may;  also  of  sh^ll  and 
will 

8.  Oorrejct:  (1)  He  died  with  cholera.  (2;  No  one  except 
him  and  me  are  invited.  (3)  A  larger  number  than  I  have  seen 
before  were  present. 

9.  Distinguish  between  noun  and  substantive. 

10.  Write  a  sentence  with  an  infinitive  used:  (1)  As  as  a 
noun.  (2)  As  an  adjective.  (3)  As  an  adverb.  (4)  As  an 
appositive. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  Name  two  causes  for  the  change  of  seasons. 

2.  (o)  What  is  standard  time?  (6)  From  what  meridian  is 
standard  central  time  reckoned? 

3.  Locate  (a)  Memphis;  (6)  Montreal;  (c)  Vera  Cruz;  {(I) 
Valparaiso;  (e)  Marseilles. 

4.  Into  what  does  each  of  the  following  rivers  flow:  Volga? 
Rhone?     Orinoco?     Ganges?     Zambezi? 

5.  In  what  general  directions  do  the  mountain  ranges  in  each 
of  the  following  extend:  North  America?     Europe?     Asia? 

6.  Name  three  conditions  that  affect  the  climate  of  a  place. 
Give  illustrations. 

7.  What  lands  do  the  following  straits  separate,  respectively: 
Bering?  Florida?  Gibraltar?  Dayer?  Malacca? 

8.  Name  the  waters  of  the  shortest  water  route  between  Con- 
stantinople and  Calcutta. 
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9.     Name  and  locate  the  five  largest  islands. 
10.     Name  the  railroads  of  Nebraska. 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE. 

1.  Mention  two  important  purposes  served  by  the  ribs. 

2.  Describe  the  brain — mentioning  (a)  parts;  (6)  kinds  of 
tissue  or  substance  of  which  it  is  composed;  (c)  convolutions; 
(d)  functions. 

3.  Name  the  digestive  juices  and  tell  upon  what  kind  of  food 
each  acts. 

4.  What  .change  must  solid  salt  or  sugar  undergo  before  we 
can  perceive  the  flavor?     Why? 

5.  Discuss  the  skin  as  to  structure  and  functions. 

6.  Trace  a  particle  of  blood  throughout  a  complete  circuit  of 
the  body. 

7.  (a)  What  change  is  effected  in  the  ?iir  we  breathe?  (6) 
How  does  breathing  affect  the  blood? 

8.  Define  chyle,  dentine,  enamel,  fibrin,  gland. 

9.  Give  the  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks  upon  (a)  the  brain; 
(6)  the  circulation;  (c)  digestion. 

10.  What  is  a  stimulant?  A  narcotic?  Make  as  large  a  list 
as  you  can  of  stimulants ;  of  narcotics. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1.  Define  orthography;  syllable;  alphabet. 

2.  What  is  an  elementary  sound?  How  many  in  the  English 
language?  Demonstrate  the  correctness  of  your  answer  to  the 
last  question. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  "cognates?"     Illustrate. 

4.  Classify  the  elementary  sounds  with  reference  (1)  to  the 
vocal  organs  chiefly  used  in  their  production;  (2)  with  reference 
to  the  position  of  the  vocal  organs. 
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5.  Write  and  mark  all  the  sounds  of  the  vowels  and  give  a 
word  in  illustration  of  each. 

6.  Mark  diacritically  the  following:  tiny,  alternate,  lacquer, 
preface,  are,  deaf,  squalor,  squalid. 

7.  Give  three  rules  for  the  use  of  italics. 

8.  Give  three  rules  for  the  use  of  capital  letters. 

9.  Give  terms  used  in  describing  words  of  one,  two,  three, 
four  or  more  syllables. 

10.  Define  and  illustrate  the  kinds  of  accent 

PENMANSHIP. 

1.  Write  the  small  letters  and  classify  them  with  respect  to 
height 

2.  Write  and  name  or  number  the  principles  (elements)  of 
which  the  system  pf  penmanship  you  employ  is  composed. 

3.  Analyze  the  letters  a,  /,  m,  y, 

4.  .  Write  the  capital  letters  and  classify  them  properly. 

5.  Quote  a  stanza  as  a  specimen  of  your  penmanship. 

GEOMETBY. 

1.  Define  volume,  surface,  line,  theorem,  and  problem. 

2.  Classify  angles.     Illustrate  by  examples. 

3.  Draw  and  name  the  several  kinds  of  plane  triangles. 

4.  Illustrate  all  the  different  forms  of  the  quadrilateral. 

5.  Prove,  "  Two  angles  which  have  their  sides  respectively 
parallel  and  lying  in  the  same  direction  or  in  opposite  directions 
are  equal." 

6.  Prove,  "The  diagonals  of  a  parallelogram  bisect  each 
other;  that  is,  divide  each  other  into  equal  parts." 

7.  Prove,  "  In  any  triangle,  a  straight  line  drawn  parallel  to  the 
base  divides  the  other  sides  proportionally." 

8.  Prove,  *'  An  angle  having  its  vertex  at  the  circumference  of 
a  circle  is  measured  by  half  the  arc  included  between  its  sides." 
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9.  Given  two  sides  and  the  included  angle  of  a  triangle,  to 
construct  the  triangle. 

10.  Show  where  a  line  from  the  vertex  of  a  triangle  must  be 
drawn  to  divide  the  triangle  into  two  equal  parts. 

BOOKKEEPING. 

1.  What  is  the  difference  between  single  entry  and  double  en- 
try bookkeeping? 

2.  Write  a  bill  of  at  least  five  items  and  receipt  it  properly. 

3.  Write  a  draft  for  $60  @  30  days.     Give  the  term  applied 
to  each  of   the  parties  mentioned  therein. 

4.  (a)  Write  a  negotiable  note,  (6)  one  that  is  not  negotiable. 

5.  Give  rules  for  journalizing. 
6-10.     Student  began  business  this  day  (Sept  1,  1892),  with 

the  following  resources  and  liabilities: 

Gash  on  hand $    300 

Merchandise  on  hand 500 

Beal  estate 2,000 

We  hold  Geo.  West's  note  @  30  days 700 

James  White  holds  our  note  @  10  days 500 

Sept.    2.  Bo't  of  Henry  Small  on  account  1  car  load  of   fruit, 
$300. 
Sold  J.  C.  Williams  for  cash,  100  baskets  of  grapes 

@  50c. 
Sold  W.  B.  Haven,  on  account,  10  boxes  lemons  @  $5. 
Sept.    8.  Sold  E.    W.   Graham,  note   @  30  days,  150   boxes 

peaches  @  $1. 
Sept.  12.  Sold  J.  E.  Goodyear  on  account  100  boxes  oranges 

@$4. 
Sept.  16.  Sold  A.  B.  Heyward,  for  cash,  town  lot,  @  $1,200. 
Sept.  16.  Paid  Henry  Small  cash  on  account  $300. 
Sept.  16.  Paid  James  White  on  note  $250. 
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Oct      1.  Paid  clerk  hire  $100,  received  cash  on  Geo.  West's 

note  $500. 
Oct.      1.  Inventory  taken  this  day  shows  merchandise  on  hand 

$800,  real  estate  $1,200. 
Rule  the  necessary  forms  and  enter  the  above  memoranda  in 
the  principal  books.     Find  the  net  capital  at  the  close. 

THEORY   AND   ART. 

1.  Define  memory,  perception,  imagination,  and  comparison. 

2.  What  is  psychology,  and  why  should  the  teacher  have 
some  knowledge  of  the  subject? 

3.  Name  three  purposes  of  the  recitation,  giving  them  in  the 
order  of  their  relative  importance  in  advanced  classes,  then  in 
their  relative  importance  in  primary  classes. 

4.  Name  some  of  the  advantages  of  a  well  arranged  program. 

5.  Name  five  characteristics  of  the  ideal  teacher. 

6.  Which  is  to  be  preferred,  a  recitation  in  the  language  of 
the  book  or  in  the  language  of  the  pupil  ?     Why  ? 

7.  Why  should  thinking  be  as  closely  as  possible  connected 
with  doing? 

8.  What  powers  of  the  mind  are  more  active  in  children  in 
the  primary  grades? 

9.  Define  education  and  give  three  of   its  purposes. 

10.     Distinguish  between  induction  and  deduction  in  education. 

CIVIL   GOVERNMENT. 

1.  Name  the  diflFerent  forms  of  government  known  to  history. 
Which  form  is  that  of  the  United  States  ? 

2.  What  are  the  purposes  of  the  U.  S.  constitution? 

3.  Name  the  great  departments  of  the  Federal  government 
and  tell  of  what  each  is  composed. 

4.  Name  five  of  the  "powers  of  congress.'* 

5.  Name  (o)  three  of  the  "prohibitions  upon  the  United 
States,"  (6)  two  of  the  "prohibitions  upon  the  states." 
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6v  Describe  as  fully  as  you  can  the  different  ways  in  which 
a  bill  may  become  a  law. 

7.  In  whom  is  the  treaty-making  power  vested?  The  power 
of  impeachment?     The  pardoning  power? 

8.  Give  the  qualifications,  term  of  oflSce,  and  manner  of  elec- 
tion of  (a)  senator;  (6)  representative. 

9.  How  may  an  alien  become  a  citizen  of   the  United  States  ? 
10.     How    may    the   constitution   of   the    United    States    be 

amended? 

BEADING. 

1.  Name  some  faults  in  articulation  and  state  manner  of  cor- 
recting them. 

2.  Define  elocution,  orthoepy,  tonic,  articulation,  enunciation. 

3.  What  is  meant  hy  expression/in  reading?  How  many 
things  are  included  in  expression'} 

4.  Underline  the  words  that  should  be  emphatic  in  the  fol- 
lowing: You  were  taught  to  love  your  brother,  not  to  hate  him. 
Study  not  so  much  to  show  knowledge  as  to  possess  it 

5.  What  is  slur  and  what  is  its  use?  Underline  the  slurred 
parts  of  the  following:  Dismiss,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  angry 
thoughts.  Children  are  wading,  with  cheerful  cries,  in  the  shoals 
of  the  brook. 

6.  What  are  rhetorical  pauses? 

7.  What  are  grammatical  pauses? 

8.  Define  reodingr,  oral  and  silent. 

9.  What  have  you  studied  on  the  theory  of  reading? 
10.     Bead  selection  chosen  by  the  superintendent. 

UNITED   STATES   HISTORY. 

1.  When  and  how  was  slavery  introduced  into  the  United 
States,  and  when  and  how  was  it  abolished  ? 

2.  Of  whom  was  it  raid,  *'He  touched  the  dead  corpse  of 
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public  credit  and  it  sprang  upon  its  feet,"  and  what  does  the  say- 
ing mean? 

3.  What  political  party  was  in  power  when  the  homestead  law 
was  enacted?  When  the  United  States  bank  was  abolished? 
When  the.  present  banking  law  was  enacted?  When  the  present 
tariff  law  w£is  enacted? 

4.  State  historical  facts  connected  with  Balboa,  DeSoto,  Ogle- 
thorpe, Whitney,  Cyrus  W.  Field,  Graham  Bell. 

5.  Whence  and  why  did  the  Puritans  come  to  America? 
€.     When  did  the  present  territory  of  Nebraska  become  a  part 

of  the  U.  S.  territory? 

7.  What  was  the  Gadsden  purchase? 

8.  What  was  the  doctrine  of  "  Popular  Sovereignty?" 

9.  Why  was  there  a  United  States  Electoral  Commission 
ill  1877? 

10.  What  was  the  Monroe  doctrine? 

COMPOSITION. 

1.  Distinguish  between  grammar  and  composition. 

2.  Write  a  composition  of  not  fewer  than  twenty  lines  of 
legal  cap  comparing  the  merits  of  maize  and  the  golden  rod  as 
our  national  flower. 

ALOEBBA. 

1.  Define  mathematics,  axiom,  coeflScient,  exponent,  power, 
root,  surd,  equation. 

2.  Make  and  give  the  meaning  of  all  the  signs  used  in  alge-  ^ 
braic  operations. 

3.  Resolve  x^^ — ^y+y  into  three  factors. 

3iz;+l  3a;-3 

4.  Given  x-\ =  2a? ,  to  find  x. 

5  7 
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5.     Given - 


y 

4a;+-=43 
2 

y 

5*+ -=52 
8 


-,  to  find  X  and  y. 


6.  Involve  {px-2y)  to  the  fifth  power. 

7.  Kequired  the  cube  root  of  27»'+135x'4-225a!+125. 
3 

8.  Given  V5— 3!= ^,  to  find  a;. 

19.-X 

9.  Given  3a! =10  to  find  x. 

X 

10.     Giveii|^-^'=J*|,tofinda?andy. 

DBAWING. 

1.  Describe  a  correct  position  for  drawing,  as  to  body,  pencil, 
and  paper. 

2.  Classify  lines  and  tell  in  what  direction  the  pencil  should 
move  in  drawing  a  line  of  each  kind. 

3.  What  are  the  purposes  of  teaching  drawing  in  the  public 
schools? 

4.  Distinguish  between  free-hand  drawing  and  mechanical 
drawing. 

5.  What  is  perspective  drawing  ? 

6.  Draw  (a)   the  Greek  cross;  (6)  the  Latin  cross;  (c)  the 
I'      Maltese  cross. 

7.  Draw  a  two-inch  square;  draw  the  diameters;  use  the 
diameters  as  the  diagonals  in  the  construction  of  a  second  smaller 
squarQ. 

8.  Draw  a  two-inch  cube  (a)  in  such  a  position  that  three  of 
its  sides  shall  be  visible;  (6)  in  such  a  position  that  two  of  its 
^ides  shall  be  visible;  (c)  so  that  but  one  side  shall  be  visibla 
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9.  Draw  the  form  of  any  common  leaf.     Write  the  name  of 
same. 

10.  Draw  the  form  of  any  common  flower.     Write  its  name. 

BOTANY. 

1.  Define  structural,  physiological,  and  systematic  botany. 

2^  Name  and  describe  the  parts  of  a  flower  in  their  order. 

3.  Explain  the  circulation  of  the  sap. 

4.  Define  pedicel,  filament,   style,  petiole,  peduncle,  sucker, 
stolon. 

5.  How  may  underground  stems  be  distinguished  from  roots  ? 

6.  Select  a  well  known  plant  and  give  a  complete  description 
of  it. 

7.  Name  and  describe  the  parts  of  a  leaf. 

8.  Define  venation,  vernation,  inflorescence. 

9.  What  is  an  umbel,  a  head,  a  catkin? 

10.     Tell  what  you  can  of  fertilization  in  general  and  of  the 
fertilization  of  red  clover  in  particular. 

PHYSIOS. 

1.  A  falling  body  reaches  the  earth  in  eight  seconds;  from 
what  height  did  it  fall? 

2.  In  a  system  of  pulleys  a  power  of  two  pounds  balances  a 
weight  of  twenty -four  pounds ;  how  many  movable  pulleys  are 
employed? 

3.  A  piece  of  metal  weighs  1,100  pounds,  and  in  water  it 
weighs  975  pounds;  find  its  specific  gravity. 

4.  Distinguish  between  hydraulics  and  hydrostatics, 

5.  Define  solid,  liquid,  gas.     Examples. 

6.  Give  the  accepted  theory  of  sound. 

7.  Hold  a  candle  on  one  side  of  a  card  through  which  is  a 
pin  hole;  the  candle  will  be  seen  inverted  on  a  screen  placed  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  card.     Explain, 
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8.  What  is  a  thermometer?     On  what   principle  is  it  con- 
structed? 

9.  Define   and   illustrate   convection,    conduction,   radiation. 
By  which  of  these  is  the  air  in  a  room  warmed? 

10.  Describe  a  simple  electric  battery.     How  does  the  tele- 
phone work? 

FIEST  GRADE  QUESTIONS. 

GEOMETRY. 

1.  Define  theorem,  corollary,  scholium,  hypothesis. 

2.  Write  two  postulates  and  two  axioms. 

3.  Define  chord,  segment,  sector,  polygon. 

4.  Demonstrate  that  the  sum  of  the  three  angles  of  any  tri- 
angle is  equal  to  two  right  angles. 

5.  Demonstrate  that  any  angle  formed  by  a  tangent  and  a 
chord  is  measured  by  one-half  the  intercepted  arc. 

6.  Inscribe  a  circle  in  a  given  triangle. 

7.  Find  a  mean  proportional  between  two  given  straight  linep. 

8.  Demonstrate  that  the  area  of  a  trapezoid  is  equal  to  the 
product  of  its  altitude  by  half  the  sum  of  its  parallel  bases. 

9.  Construct  a  rectangle,  having  given  its  area  and  the  sum 
of  two  adjacent  sides. 

10.  Construct  a  square  equivalent  to  a  given  parallelogram. 

NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

1.  When  will  a  body  slide  and  when  roll  down  an  inclined 
plane? 

2.  What  kind  of  a  lever  is  a  pair  of  scissors  ?  a  pair  of  tongs  ? 
the  forearm  of  a  man?  the  rudder  of  a  ship?  Where  is  the  fuj- 
enun  in  each  case? 
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3.  Show  how   to  determme  the   specific  gravity  of  a  solid 
lighter  than  water? 

4.  Why  does  touching  a  call  bell  with  your  finger  silence  it  ? 

5.  How  would  you  illustrate  the  impenetrability  of  air? 

6.  Why  do  hollow  walls  and  double  windows  keep  a  house 
warm? 

7.  How  is  ice  manufactured  in  warm  countries? 

8.  What  difference  is  there  between  the  causes  of  the  color 
of  a  red  book  and  of  red  glass? 

9.  How  is  a  temporary  magnet  formed?  a  permanent  mag- 
net? 

10.  Explain  briefly  a  method  of  lighting  by  electricity. 

BOTANY. 

1.  Of  what  parts  does  an  embryo  consist? 

2.  Name  and  describe  the  parts  of  the  flower  and  give  the 
uses  of  each. 

3.  What  is  an  axillary  bud?  What  does  it  become  when 
developed? 

4.  Designate  the  period  of  life,  as  annual,  biennial,  or  peren- 
nial, of  the  following  plants:  hop,  bean,  corn,  beet. 

5.  Explain  these  terms:    monoecious,  staminate,  sterile. 

6.  Explain  the  utility  (to  the  plant)  of  the  following  parts: 
the  fleshy  part  of  the  turnip;  the  pappus  of  the  dandelion;  the 
starch  of  the  kernel  of  corn;  the  scales  on  the  outside  of  buda 

7.  What  is  a  tap-root?  Give  examples  of  a  fusiform  and  of 
a  napiform  tap-root. 

8.  Name  two  important  offices  of  leaves. 

9.  Of  the  name  trifolium  repens,  which  word  is  the  name  of 
the  genus  and  which  the  name  of  the  species  ?  Define  the  terms 
species  and  genus  as  used  in  botany. 

10.  What  useful  cultivated  plants  have  originated  in  America? 
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ALGEBRA. 

1.  Divide  2a*— 2a;*  by  Or-^x. 

2.  What  is  the  least  oomjnon  multiple  of  s? — ^y",  Qi?y — ojy*,  and 

.     6a?+7     7a:— 13    2a;+4 

3.  Given 1 = to  find  x. 

9  6a;+3        3 

4     If  you  add  together  \  and  ^^  of  a  certain  number,  the  sum 
will  be  130.     What  is  the  number? 
Cxr^y    x+y 

5.  Given -{  ""T     ^"Tg"^^       ^^  ^^  ^  and  y. 

lx-y=^10 

6.  Given  V3+^= to  find  x. 

»/S+x 

^ 2x 

7.  Given  ^^Z:5  =  _to  find  x. 

3 

8.  Given  a?*+2a5'=24,  to  find  the  values  of  x* 

9.  Given  {f+2y)  '+4:  (y'+2y)=9Q,  to  find  one  value  of  y. 

10.  Given  <  ^4.^  «I1-Q5  [  ^^  find  x  and  y. 

FIBST  GBADE  QUESTIONS— No.  2—1892. 

ALGEBRA. 

1.  Define  symbols,  signs,  terms,  positive,  negative,  coefficient. 

2.  Give  law  of  signs  in  multiplication  and  division. 

3.  Define  equation,  solution,  problem,  known  and  unknown 
quantity. 

4.  Define  simultaneous  equation,  elimination;  give  and  illus- 
trate by  original  example  the  methods  of  elimination. 
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b     c  \ 


5.     Beduoe  to  a  common  denominator  and  explain  — r,  — , . 


mn  m   mn 


6.     Find  the  sum  of 


and 


(a--6)(6— c)         (a— 6)(c— 6) 


7.     Given- 


Sx—2y 


-3y=16 


2x—3y 
2x =11 


-  find  X  and  y. 


8.     Derive  the  binominal  theorem. 

4    /"a"     2  /"a" 
'9.     Divide  —  /  —by—/  — . 

6^    c      ^V  c 
10.     Divide  the  number  13  into  two  parts,  such  that   their 
products  shall  be  40. 

OEOMETBY. 

1.  Define  pftint,  line,  surface,  solid. 

2.  Define  triangle  and  illustrate  the  various  kinds. 

3.  Make  and  name  as  many  kinds  of  four- sided  figures  as 
possible. 

4.  What  is  a  polygon?  When  are  polygons  equiangular? 
When  equilateral?     When  similar? 

.  5.     Describe  a  circle.     Draw  a  chord,  a  radius,  a  diameter,  a 
tangent. 

6.  If  two  angles  of  a  triangle  are  each  45°  what  is  the  other 
angle,  and  what  kind  of  a  triangle  is  it? 

7.  Prove  that  if  any  number  of  quantities  are  in  proportion 
any  antecedent  will  be  to  its  consequent  as  the  sum  of  the  ante- 
cedents is  to  the  sum  of  the  consequents. 

8.  Similar  triangles  are  to  each  other  as  the  squares  of  their 
homologous  sides.     Demonstrate. 
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9.  The  area  of  a  circle  is  eqtial  to  the  circumference  multi- 
plied by  one-half  the  radius.     Demonstrate. 

10.  Construct  a  mean  proportional  to  two  given  lines. 

BOTANY. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  the  stucture  of  a  plant? 

2.  Name  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  plant. 

3.  From  the  specimen  leaf  given  by  the  examiner  describe  it 
as  to  parts,  margin,  apex,  base,  venation,  and  general  form. 

4.  Define  serrate,  dentate,  crenate,  repand,  sinuate. 

5.  Define  and  give  examples  of  the  terms  herbaceous,  shrubby, 
arboreous. 

6.  From  actucj  specimen  describe  the  flower  as  to  pistils,  sta- 
mens, corroUa,  calyx. 

7.  Distinguish  between  perfect  and  imperfect  flowers;  com- 
plete and  incomplete  flowei-s. 

8.  Name  plant  having  racemes,  having  umbels,  having  spikes, 
having  panicles. 

9.  Into  what  great  classes  are  flowering  plants  divided? 
10.     Name  five  plants  that  are  grasses. 

PHYSICS. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  the  three  states  of  matter? 

2.  Define  capillary  attraction. 

3.  A  body  has  fallen  two  seconds.  Were  gravity  to  cease  at 
the  end  of  the  second  second,  how  far  would  the  body  fall  in  the 
third  second?     Explain. 

4.  How  is  the  resultant  of  two  forces  found?  Draw  a  dia- 
gram representing  the  resultant  of  two  forces  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  and  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  acting 
upon  a  body  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees. 

5.  Two  pendulums  are  respectively  sixteen  and  thirty-six 
inches  long.     How  do  their  times  of  vibration  compare  ? 
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\  A  nde  bmll  shot  yertically  upward  retoms  to  the  earth  in 
^  r^>  mis^     How  far  does  it  ascend? 

7.  H-  w  aiuch  water  does  a  piece  of  floating  wood  displace? 
A  'jiU  :s  oitrAni  by  the  specific  gravity  of  a  substance? 

X  \\  im:  tad  of  thermometer  would  you  use  to  measure  high 
.^.it?rt:un»?     Why?     To  measure  extremely  low  temperature? 

vibration,  amplitude,  wave  length. 

r\»  v>HMpIomentary  colors?     Name  the  colors  of  the 

ow,  U^iTinning  with  the  color  on  the  under  side  of 


I>  THIRD  GRADE  QUESTIONS— No.  1—1892. 
i>u;hx^noX5J  TO  candidates. 
u'  t  ^^  !\^i  aired  to  pay  an  examination  fee  of  one 

;t    i^t\>mises  you  make  in  answer  to  13  and 
..  ,..;  :t>  tvithhold  your  certificate.) 

'-:.    vourage;  (3)   postoflSice   address; 

umiNi^r  of  terms  you  have  taught  and 

»    .»*  v^i>rK.:ji  i>n  teaching  and  education  you 

;,  .  <  ^tij^r^r  you  take;  (8)  have  you  seen 

^.v:        ^^^   Wliat  teachers'  institute  have 

s>.-*  vt^i*  ^  ^,10)   -^^^  many  third  grade 

'      VV  hore  and  by  whom  have  you 

.>oc    -^^^^  "^  ^^  12)  What  grade  of  certifi- 

,^     X  vt^q;  find  you  have  any  kndwl- 

;   vi/it,  ^ive  immediate  notice  to 

'  ^•A   u^/i^i^^  neither  to  give  nor  to 

.^*^*»'  ^15)  Enclose  one  dollar 
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Please  obBerre  the  following  directions:  1.  Krfwdn  from 
commnnicating  with  others  than  the  superintendent  during  th© 
examination.  2.  Number  the  answers  to  correspond  with  the 
questions.  3.  Bemember  that  the  quality  of  your  work  will  be 
considered  as  well  as  the  quantity.  4.  Write  plainly.  5.  You 
need  not  copy  the  questions.  6.  Your  knowledge  of  grammar 
and  compositioii  will  be  judged  largely  by  the  accuracy  shown  in 
writing  the  work  of  this  examination.  7.  Use  a  different  paper 
for  each  branch  and  write  the  subject  at  the  head  of  each  sheet. 
Do  not  crowd  your  work.  8.  Write  only  on  one  side  of  your 
paper. 

BEADING. 

!•  Distinguish  between  the  word  method  and  sentence  method 
of  teaching  reading.  Why  is  the  alphabet  method  generally  dis- 
carded? 

2.  State  minutely  what  are  the  essentials  of  good  **  reading 
aloud." 

•    -^^r  what  purpose,  if  any,  may  "concert  reading"  be  used 
m  teaching  reading? 

*•     -Describe  three  plans  for  training  children  to  distinctness 
of  articulation. 
6.     Distinguish  between  the  sounds  of  a  in  hate,  sat,  asp. 
6.    Explain  the  meaning  of  the  prefixes  in  the  following  words : 
unmortaUty,  oompeteiKse,  rebuke,  presage,  discern. 

Give  a  synonym  for  each  dt  the  following  words:  disooTer, 
sojourn,  sullen,  chastise,  adversary.     Explain  the   difference  in 
^^^  between  each  o€  these  words  and  its  synouynt 

Explain  in  your  .own  words  the  following  expression :   The 
ather  of  Waters  seizee  the  hills  in  his  hands  and  drags  them 
down  to  the  ocean. 

What  is  « Bi^jplementary  reading  T '     What  determineb  iLe 
*™'*^^^®J"  of  books  a  child  ought  to  read  hi  school  V 
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6.  A  rifle  ball  shot  vertically  upward  returns  to  the  ea 
18  seconds.     How  far  does  it  ascend? 

7.  How  much  water  does  a  piece  of  floating  wood  displace? 
What  is  meant  by  the  specific  gravity  of  a  substance? 

8.  Whattind  of  thermometer  would  you  use  to  measure  high 
temperature?  Why?  To  measure  extremely  low  temperature? 
Why? 

9.  Define  vibration,  amplitude,  wave  length. 

10.  What  are  complementary  colors?  Name  the  colors  of  the 
primary  rainbow,  beginning  with  the  color  on  the  under  side  of 
the  arch. 

SECOND  AND  THIKD  GEADE  QUESTIONS— No.  1—1892. 

DIRECTIONS   TO   CANDIDATES. 

(Every  applicant  is  required  to  pay  an  examination  fee  of  one 
dollar.)     . 

{Any  violation  of  the  promises  you  make  in  answer  to  13  and 
14  mil  be  sufficient  ground  to  withhold  your  certificate. ) 

Write  (1)  your  name;  (2)  your  age;  (3)  postoflSice  address; 
(4)  where  educated;  (5)  number  of  terms  you  have  taught  and 
length  of  terms;  (6)  what  works  on  teaching  and  education  you 
have  read;  (7)  what  teacher's  paper  you  take;  (8)  have  you  seen 
this  list  of  questions  before?  (9)  What  teachers'  institute  have 
you  attended  during  the  past  year?  (10)  How  many  third  grade 
certificates  have  you  held?  (11)  Where  and  by  whom  have  you 
been  examined  during  the  past  year?  (12)  What  grade  of  certifi- 
cate do  you  now  hold?  (13)  If  you  find  you  have  any  kndwl- 
edge  of  this  list  of  questions  will  you  give  immediate  notice  to 
the  superintendent?  (14)  Will  you  promise  neither  to  give  nor  to 
receive  aid  during  this  examination?  (15)  Enclose  one  dollar 
with  this  paper. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  105 

Please  observe  the  following  directions:  1.  Befrain  from 
communicating  with  others  than  the  superintendent  during  the 
examination.  2.  Number  the  answers  to  correspond  with  the 
questions.  3.  Bemember  that  the  quality  of  your  work  will  be 
considered  as  well  as  the  quantity.  4.  Write  plainly.  5.  Tou 
need  not  copy  the  questions.  6.  Tour  knowledge  of  grammar 
and  composition  will  be  judged  largely  by  the  accuracy  shown  in 
writing  Jkhe  work  of  this  examination.  7.  Use  a  different  paper 
for  each  branch  and  write  the  subject  at  the  head  of  each  sheet. 
Do  not  crowd  your  work.  8.  Write  only  on  one  side  of  your 
paper. 

READING. 

1.  Distinguish  between  the  word  method  and  sentence  method 
of  teaching  reading.  Why  is  the  alphabet  method  generally  dis- 
carded? 

2.  State  minutely  what  are  the  essentials  of  good  *' reading 
aloud." 

3.  For  what  purpose,  if  any,  may  "concert  reading"  be  used 
in  teaching  reading? 

4.  Describe  three  plans  for  training  children  to  distinctness 
of  articulation. 

5.  Distinguish  between  the  sounds  of  a  in  hate,  sat,  asp. 

6.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  prefixes  in  the  following  words: 
immortality,  competence,  rebuke,  presage,  discern. 

7.  Give  a  synonym  for  each  of  the  following  words:  discover, 
sojourn,  sullen,  chastise,  adversary.  Explain  the  difference  in 
pieaning  between  each  of  these  words  and  its  synonym. 

8.  Explain  in  your  .own  words  the  following  expression :  The 
Father  of  Waters  seizes  the  hills  in  his  hands  and  drags  them 
down  to  the  ocean. 

9.  What  is  "supplementary  reading?"  What  determines  the 
number  and  character  of  books  a  child  ought  to  read  in  school? 
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10.  What  other  studies  are  incidentally  taught  in  connection 
with  the  teaching  of  reading? 

CIVIL   GOVERNMENT   AND   SCHOOL   LAW. 

1.  Give  the  presidential  succession  as  it  now  stands. 

2.  In  what  respect  does  the  president  perform  legislative 
functions  and  the  senate  executive  functions? 

3.  Under  what  circumstances  may  the  presidential  electors 
fail  to  elect  a  president?  In  case  of  their  failure,  by  whom  is 
the  president  elected? 

4.  Name  four  important  personal  rights  guaranteed  by  the 
constitution. 

5.  What  is  meant  by  the  "right  of  eminent  domain?"  In 
case  of  the  United  States  government  holding  lands  within  a  state 
for  any  purpose,  whose  laws  govern,  those  of  the  United  States 
or  those  of  the  state? 

6.  Why  do  our  dishonest  men  seek  refuge  in  Canada?  By 
what  arrangement  could  Canada  be  reiidered  unsafe  for  them  ? 
What  would  such  an  arrangement  be  called? 

7.  What  moneys  does  the  county  superintendent  of  school  ^^ 
have  for  apportionment? 

8.  Name  the  various  sources  cf  revenue  provided  by  law  for 
the  support  of  the  public  schools  of  the  state. 

9.  What  are  the  diflPerent  grades  of  certificates  authorized 
by  law  and  the  qualifications  for  each  ? 

10.  What  day  is  fixed  by  law  for  Arbor  day? 

GRAMMAR   AND   COMPOSITION. 

1.  Compare  the  adverbs  well,  ill,  fast,  forth. 

2.  Write  three  sentences  each  containing  a  noun  in  the  nomi- 
native case  and  each  governed  by  a  diiferent  rule  of  syntax. 
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3.  In  the  following  sentences,  why  is  the  verb  of  the  first  in 
the  singular  number?     Of  the  second  in  the  plural  number? 

(1)  The  army  is  composed  mainly  of  raw  recruits. 

(2)  The  whole  family  are  in  tears. 

4.  Write  sentences  illustrating  the  uses  of  subordinate  clauses. 

5.  Analyze  the  following  sentence: 

**A  man  can  with  impunity  chastise  his  own  acts  in  a  manner 
that  would  look  cruel  in  an  enemy,  and  will  naturally  avoid  that 
praise  a  friend  might  lavish,  knoiving  that  he  would  be  only  ridi- 
culed for  vaunting  his  own  merits." 

6.  Parse  the  italicised  words  in  the  foregoing  sentence. 

7.  Correct  the  errors  in  the  following  sentences  and  give  a 
reason  for  each  change: 

(1)  If  an  animal  of  any  kind  was  kept  shut  up  in  a  box  it 
would  surely  die. 

(2)  It  don't  seem  possible  that  it  is  ten  years  since  I  saw  you. 

(3)  I  think  it  to  be  she  that  helped  me. 

(4)  The  doctor,  in  his  lecture,  said  that  fever  always  produced 
thirst 

8.  Give  an  outline  for  work  in  composition  in  the  grammar 
grades. 

9.  Give  the  rules  for  the  capitals  that  are  used  in  the  fol- 
lowing: 

(1)  In  the  "Life  of  Napoleon"  by  Scott,  we  learn  that  the 
Great  Emperor  was  sometimes  called  ** Little  Corporal"  by  his 
soldiers. 

(2)  The  God  of  the  Bible  is  called  Heavenly  Father,  Creator, 
Almighty,  I  Am ;  and  the  Savior  is  called  Immanuel,  Prince  of 
Peace,  Redeemer,  and  the  Son  of  God. 

10.  Give  the  rules  for  the  punctuation  marks  used  in  the 
foregoing  sentence. 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  Why  are  the  tropics  in  latitude  23 J°  ?  Why  are  the  polar 
circles  23^°  from  the  pole. 

2.  '  Name  the  states  that  touch  Lake  Erie  and  give  the  capital 
of  each. 

3.  What  are  the  three  principal  agricultural  products  of  the 
United  States? 

4.  Give  two  reasons  why  places  in  the  same  latitude  may  dif- 
fer in  climate.  lUustrate  your  answer  by  mentioning  two  places 
whose  climates  are  affected  as  you  have  described. 

5.  From  what  countries  do  we  receive  each  of  the  following: 
Cork,  diamonds,  tin,  pepper,  currants,  cochineal,  opium,  hides, 
mahogany  ? 

6.  Draw  a  map  of  Europe  and  locate  upon  it  eight  countries 
and  their  capitals,  two  mountain  ranges,  and  four  rivers. 

7.  Describe  points  of  interest  in  five  seaport  towns  of  Europe. 

8.  Mention  the  causes  which  produce  oceanic  currents,  and 
give  two  effects  of  such  currents. 

9.  What  countries  have  possessions  in  Africa? 

10.     Name  the  races  of  men  and  the  largest  political  division 
and  the  largest  city  inhabited  by  each. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1.  Use  the  following  abbreviations  in  sentences:  Or.,  do., 
ult.,  etc. 

2.  What  is  a  mute  or  close  consonant?  Write  the  list  of 
mutes. 

3.  Write  two  rules  for  silent  letters  and  illustrate  each  rule 
by  giving  two  words  in  which  it  is  applied. 

4.  What  sound  has  a  vowel  which  ends  an  accented  syllable? 

5.  Give  the  correct  spelling  of  these  words:  Turkies,  monies, 
loving,  making,  vallies,  volleys,  kontroll. 
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6.  Give  abbreviations  for  the  following:  The  next  month,  the 
present  months  noon,  senior,  gentlemen,  justice  of  the  peace,  take 
notice,  doctor  of  divinity,  page,  attoniey. 

7.  Add  iiig  and  ed  alternately  to  the  following  words:  Refer, 
prefer,  omit,  expel,  beset,  regret,  impel,  permit,  befit,  debar. 

8.  Correct:  Don't  peek  him.  Site  him  to  appear.  It  was 
her  soul  support  Seize  the  present  moment  A  bail  of  goods 
was  received. 

9.  By  diacritical  marks  and  by  accent  indicate  the  correct 
pronunciation  of  the  following  words:  Debris,  legislature,  goat, 
suffice,  sergeant,  Thames,  monsieur,  apparatus,  ignoramus,  nether. 

10.  Give  two  synonyms  for  each  of  the  following  words: 
Oscillate,  elucidate,  accelerate,  delineate,  acquiesce,  irritate. 

DBA  WING.  X 

1.  How  many  dimensions  does  the  top  of  a  fi^  ^f  *  ®^^^ 
show? 

2.  What  is  the  usual  place  to  begin  in  drawing  an  ellipse? 

3.  What  should  a  working  drawing  show? 

4.  Make  a  working  drawing  of  a  ten-inch  cube.  Indicate 
dimensions. 

6.  Eepresent  a  book  with  long  edge  extending  from  left  to 
right,  back  of  book  and  one  cover  visible,  in  front  and  below  the 
eye. 

6.  What  effect  has  distance  upon  the  apparent  size  of  an  ob- 
ject? 

7.  Di-aw  the  outline  of  an  ordinary  bowl  below  th  3  eye. 

8.  A  sphere  rests  on  the  center  of  the  top  face  of  a  cube 
having  the  same  diameter  as  the  sphere.  Draw  top  view  and 
front  view  of  the  combinations. 

9.  What  is  the  use  of  a  central  figure  in  a  rosette? 

10.  Draw  the  top  view  and  side  view  of  a  tumbler  a  little 
larger  at  top  than  at  the  bottom. 
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HISTOBT   OP   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

1.  Upon  whose  explorations  did  the  following  countries  base 
claim  to  territory  in  the  new  world:  Spain?  England?  France? 
Holland?     What  territory  was  claimed  by  each? 

2.  Sketch  briefly  the  events  which  resulted '  in  a  Icmsjs  of 
French  control  over  territory  now  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

3.  State  the  points  of  difference  between  the  treatment  of  her 
American  colonies  by  England  and  the  treatment  of  her  territo- 
ries by  the  United  States,  with  regard  to  the  following: 

(a)  Trade  and  manufactures. 
(6)  Public  education, 
(c)  Home  rule. 

4.  Wh05triireaty  ended  the  Eevolutionary  war,  and  trhat  were 

B? 

5.  Give  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  What  accessions  of  territory  have  since 
been  made,  under  what  circumstances,  and  at  what  time? 

6.  What  act  regulating  the  matter  of  commerce  with  Europe 
was  passed  during  Jefferson's  administration?  Why  was  it 
passed? 

7.  Show  the  bearing  of  each  of  the  following  events  upon 
slavery; 

(1)  Passage  of  ordinance  of  1787. 

(2)  Mexican  war. 

(3)  Dred  Scott  decision. 

8.  Give  an  account  of  the  laying  of  the  first  •  Atlantic  cable. 

9.  Under  what  circumstances  was  West  Virginia  admitted  to 
the  Union. 

10.  Name  three  great  land  battles  and  three  great  naval  bat- 
tles and  three  great  naval  engagements  of  the  Civil  war. 
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WRITING. 

1.  What  are  three  faults  in  writing  and  the  means  of  correc- 
tion? 

2.  What  are  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  using  copy- 
books? 

3.  Write  the  alphabet,  grouping  the  letters  according  to  simi- 
larity of  form:  (a)  The  capital  letters;  (6)  the  small  letters. 

4.  Give  the  comparative  heights  of  a,  n,  i,  s,  /,  /. 

5.  Write  all  the  elementary  forms  or  principles  used  in  writ- 
ing. 

6.  What  is  the  unit  of  measurement?  What  is  the  height  of 
the  extended  or  looped  letters? 

7.  Write  all  the  letters  that  contain  the  capital  stem. 

8.  How  many  spaces  below  base  line  do  jp,  gr,  q^  and  y  extend 
by  the  system  you  teach  ?     Which  system  do  you  teach  ? 

9.  What  classification  of  letters  do  you  make  in  teaching 
writing? 

10.  What  is  the  best  time  of  the  day  for  the  writing  reci- 
tation?    Why? 

BOOKKEEPING. 

1.  Write  a  joint  and  several  note  for  $737.50  in  favor  of 
Edwin  Anderson  or  order,  dated  to-day  and  signed  by  Joseph 
Cantrell  and  Elias  House. 

2.  Describe  the  most  approved  method  of  making  payments 
in  distant  places  without  actually  transmitting  money. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  posting? 

4.  What  is  meant  by  book  of  original  entry? 

5.  Can  the  balance  in  the  cash-book  be  a  liability?    • 

6.  What  is  an  inventory  ?     When  taken  ? 

7.  A  firm  sells  $100  worth  of  flour  for  cash.  In  double  entry 
how  would  you  place  this  in  the  journal?     In  the  ledger? 
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8.  Write  the  following  abbreviations  in  full  B.  B.,  0.  B.,  B.  P. 

9.  What  is  shown  by  the  Dr.  of  bills  payable? 
10.     What  is  recorded  in  the  bill  book? 

THEOBY   AND   PRAOTIOB. 

1.  What  benefits  do  teachers  derive  from  reading  educational 
periodicals?     Name  those  which  you  read  regularly. 

2.  Of  what  benefit  to  a  live^  practical  teacher  are  teachers' 
associations,  county,  district,  state,  and  national  ? 

3.  May  a  teacher  who  is  both  learned  and  apt  fail  of  success? 
Why? 

4.  Tell  what  objects  you   seek  to  attain  through  your  reci- 
tations. 

5.  State  three  things  a  teacher  should  guard  against  in  ask- 
iag  questions  for  test  purposes. 

6.  What  is  meant  by  the  term  ** School  Economy?" 

7.  Name  a  study  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  (a)  the  imagi- 
nation; (6)   the  memory;   (c)  the  reason. 

8.  Discuss  the  influence  of  the ,  school  environments  as  an 
educational  force. 

9.  Give  one  judicious  and  one  injudicious  method  of  inflict- 
ing punishment 

10.  What  more  should  a  teacher  aim  to  do  for  a  pupil  than 
to  instruct  and  develop  the  mind? 

PHYSIOLOGY    AND    HYGIENE. 

1.  What  are  tendons  ?     Give  an  illustration  of  the  function 
of  muscles. 

2.  What  can  you  say  about  mucous  membrane?     What  are 
tissues? 

3.  What  are  the  functions  of  the  spinal  cord? 

4.  What  is  each  of  the  following: 
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The  peritoneam?  The  spleen?  The  periosteum?  The  pleura? 
The  thoracic  duct? 

5.  Locate  the  kidneys  and  give  their  functions. 

6.  How  is  the  heat  of  the  body  maintained? 

7.  How  does  cleanliness  of  the  skin  aid  the  lungs?  Why 
should  we  breathe  through  the  nose  rather  than  through  the 
mouth? 

8.  On,  what  portions  of  the  body  do  alcohol  and  tobacco 
chiefly  act? 

9.  Give  reasons  why  alcohol  should  not  be  used. 

10.     Describe  the  eflPects  of  tobacco  upon  the  circulation  and 
the  nerves. 

ABITHMETIO. 

1.  Divide  1,978  by  the  prime  factors  of  105.  Find  the  true 
remainder  and  explain  as  you  would  to  a  class. 

2.  Find  the  sum  of  4»  f »  ^^^  tV-  With  this  example  give 
your  method  of  presenting  the  subject  of  addition  of  fractions. 

3.  How  do  you  reduce  a  mixed  circulating  decimal  to  a  com- 
mon fraction?     Illustrate  by  an  example. 

54f  1| 

4.  The  less  of  two  numbers  is and  the  difference  is — 

what  is  the  greater  number  ? 

5.  Beduce  ^  of  a  rod  to  the  decimal  of  a  mile. 

6.  The  longitude  of  New  York  is  74''  west,  that  of  Paris 
2°  20'  east;  when  it  is  15  minutes  past  10  A.M.  in  New  York, 
what  is  the  time  in  Paris? 

7.  If  $6,000  of  8  per  cent  stock  is  sold  at  120  and  the  pro- 
ceeds invested  in  6 J  per  cent  stock  at  90,  what  will  be  the  differ- 
ence in  income? 

8.  At  what  rate  per  cent  will  any  principal  double  itself  in 
Tifteen  years? 
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9.  It  costs  $800  to  fence  a  farm  80  rods  square.  How  much 
more  will  it  cost  to  fence  a  farm  of  equal  area  in  the  form  of  a 
rectangle,  four  times  as  long  as  it  is  wide^  with  the  same  kind  of 
fence. 

10,  A  ladder  78  feet  long  stands  close  against  a  building; 
how  far  must  it  be  drawn  out  at  the  foot  that  the  top  may  be 
lowered  6  feet? 

SECOND  AND  THIRD  GRADE  QUESTIONS— No.  8—1882. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1.  Give  characters  used  to  represent  numbers  -and  state  the 
principles  governing  their  combinations  in  both  Arabic  and  Ro- 
man methods.     Give  examples  to  illustrate. 

2.  Give  distinctions  between  denominate  and  indenominate 
numbers;  also  tell  the  difference  between  a  simple  and  a  compound 
number.     Give  example  to  illustrate  each  of  the  foregoing  cases. 

3.  Define  common  fraction,  decimal  fraction,  proper  fraction, 
improper  fraction,  simple  fraction,  complex,  and  compound  frac- 
tion.    Give  example  to  illustrate  each. 

4.  xxXf;  solve  and  give  analysis  of  each  step  of  the  pro- 
cess.    TT"^f  >  solve  and  give  analysis  of  the  process  step  by  step. 

2.6|       Vi^     23 

5.  Solve X 1 — ;  show  steps  of  process. 

^f3|     34J    24 

27.3 

6.  The  volume  of  a  cube  is  134,217,728  cu.  in.;  how  many 
sq.  in.  in  its  entire  surface.     Solve  and  explain. 

7.  A  commission  merchant  sold  2,000  barrels  of  flour  at  $6 
per  barrel  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  sugar,  after  deducting  his 
commission  at  5  %  for  selling,  2  %  for  buying,  and  $47,  the 
cost  of  shipping.  How  many  barrels  of  sugar  did  he  buy  at  $15 
per  barrel? 
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8.  Bought  goods  as  follows:  to  the  amount  of  $2,000  on 
three  months  credit,  $1,800  on  six  months  credit,  and  $4,000  on 
eight  months  credit;  what  is  the  equated  time  for  payment  of  the 
whole? 

9.  A  county  warrant  bearing  7  %  interest  is  bought  at  2  % 
discount;  it  is  paid  at  the  end  of  six  months  from  date  of  regis- 
tration and  purchase;  what  is  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  invest- 
ment? What  would  it  have  been  had  the  warrant  been  bought 
at  2  %  premium. 

10.  The  assessed  valuation  of  a  school  district  is  $18,000; 
the  number  of  school  children  in  the  district  is  thirty-six;  the 
amount  due  the  district  from  the  state  fund  is  $8.36  per  pupil  for 
the  year;  what  amount  of  school  may  be  held  if  the  teacher's 
pay  is  $40  per  month  and  the  levy  for  teacher's  fund  is  15  mills? 

PENMANSHIP. 

1.  Give  correct  position  with  relation  to  the  body,  the  hand, 
and  the  paper. 

2.  Decribe  proper  movements  for  each  form  of  letter. 

3.  Analyze  the  letters  a,  b,  c,  d,  g,  m,  v. 

4.  Give  comparative  heights  of  m,  r,  s,  d,  t,  1,  q. 

5.  Write  a  short  paragraph  illustrating  slants,  comparative 
heights,  and  proper  spacing. 

GBAMMAB. 

1.  Give  a  complete  classification  of  the  verb  with  reference 
to  its  form  and  use. 

2.  Name  and  illustrate  all  the  elements  that  may  enter  into 
the  structure  of  a  sentence. 

3.  Make  a  logical  arrangement  of  the  different  sorts  of  ad- 
jectives, also  tell  whether  any  parts  of  speech  other  than  adjec- 
tives may  be  adjective  elements,  and  if  so,  what  they  are. 
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4.  Is  there  any  difference  between  an  active  verb  and  a  verb 
in  the  active  voice  ? 

5.  Define  a  conjunction,  give  classes,  illustrate  each,  and  tell 
whether  all  connectives  are  conjunctions,  and  if  not,  what  other 
parts  of  speech  are  used  as  connectives. 

6.  When  I  examine  the  little  oaks,  one  or  two  years  oZd,  in 
such  places,  I  invariably  find  the  empty  acorn  from  which  it 
sprung. 

Analyze  the  foregoing  and  parse  italicised  words. 

7 .  Define  and  illustrate  proposition,  sentence,  simple  sentence, 
complex  sentence,  principal  proposition,  and  subordinate  propo- 
sition. 

8.  Define  and  illustrate  a  phrase,  a  paragraph,  a  discourse. 

9.  What  is  the  natural  order  of  arrangement  of  the  elements 
in  a  declarative  sentence?     In  an  interrogative  sentence? 

10.  Give  classification  and  properties  of  the  pronoun.  Illus- 
trate fully. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  Define  continent,  island,  cape,  peninsula,  promontory,  and 
isthmus. 

2.  What  continents  or  other  divisions  of  land  are  crossed  by 
the  fortieth  parallel  of  north  latitude? 

What  bodies  of  water  are  crossed  by  the  same  parallel? 

3.  Give  the  position  of  the  earth  with  relation  to  the  sun  and 
to  planets;  also  its  distance  from  the  sun  and  from  the  moon. 

4.  Give  best  proofs  of  the  form  and  motions  of  the  earth. 

5.  Define,  locate,  and  give  reasons  for  location  of  tropics; 
of  polar  circles. 

6.  Give  definition  of  volcanoes;  tell  how  formed;  location  of 
volcanic  belts;  volcanic  products;  causes  of  earthquakes. 

7.  What  would  be  properly  included  in  the  teaching  of  the 
geography  of   North  America  to  classes  of  the  fifth  grade? 
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8-  Give  chief  political  divisions  of  Europe  with  the  form  of 
government,  title  of  chief  ruler  or  officer,  principal  products,  and 
which  of  the  latter,  if  any,  are  in  common  use  in  the  United 
States. 

9.  Name  the  principal  railroads  in  Nebraska  and  tell  the  chief 
points  connected  by.  them. 

10.  Taking  a  tour  from  Lincoln  to  Chicago,  London,  Paris, 
Melbourne,  San  Francisco,  Omaha,  through  what  countries  would 
you  pass,  and  what  parts  would  be  traversed  by  and  land  what 
by  water? 

BOOKKEBPINa. 

1.  Define  transaction,  account,  cash,  bookkeeping. 

2.  Name  and  define  the  different  systems  of  bookkeeping. 

3.  Name  the  principle  books  used  in  double  entry. 

4.  Define  the  day  book,  journal,  ledger,  give  rule  for  jour- 
nalizing. 

5.  What  is  posting,  trial  balance,  balance  sheet? 

6.  How  is  the  ledger  closed?  What  does  the  balance  account 
show?     Profit  and  loss  account? 

7.  From  the  original  memoranda  of  six  transactions,  "  write 
up"  day  book,  journal,  and  ledger. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1.  Give  brief  discussion  of  (1)  the  anatomy,  (2)  the  phys- 
iology, (3)  the  hygiene  of  the  stomach. 

2.  Give  object  and  frequency  of  respiration,  the  capacity  of 
the  lungs  and  condition  of  the  air  after  its  use  in  respiration. 

3.  Give  brief  description  of  the  circulatory  apparatus  and 
trace  the  circulating  medium  throughout  its  entire  course  in 
either  the  lesser  or  the  greater  circulation. 

4.  Name  uses  of  the  bones,  with  their  composition  and 
forms. 
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5.^  How  does  tobacco  affect  the  organs  of  its  users — give 
answer  both  in  regard  to  smoking  and  chewing? 

6.  What  is  the  effect  of  alcoholic  drinks  upon  the  digestion? 
What  upon  the  mental  powers? 

7.  Give  processes  by  which  a  particle  of  food  becomes  tissue. 

8.  Describe  the  brain,  give  its  location,  and  the  means  by 
which  it  is  connected  with  other  parts  of  the  body. 

9.  Is  any  part  of  the  human  body  entirely  disconnected  frdm 
the  brain  ?     Name  such  parts  if  any. 

10.  Give  number,  kinds,  and  forms  of  the  teeth,  with  their 
parts  and  composition. 

UNITED   STATES   HISTORY. 

1.  Give  causes,  immediate  and  remote,  that  led  to  the  Civil 
war. 

2.  What  was  the  central  cause  of  the  American  Revolution? 
What  were  some  of  the  means  used  by  the  Americans  to  avert 
this  war? 

3.  Give  causes  that  led  to  the  Louisiana  purchase;  tell  from 
what  nation  it  was  bought;  give  price  paid;  name  states  that 
have  been  organized  from  the  territory  thus  acquired. , 

4.  Name  five  important  events  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  with  the  name  of  the  president  in  whose  administration 
each  occurred. 

5.  Give  facts  relative  to  Columbus: 
(a)  Nativity  and  early  education. 

(6)   Causes  of  his  interest  in  exploration. 

(c)  His  belief  as  to  the  globe  and  its  shape. 

(d)  His  means  of  proving  his  belief. 

(e)  Persons  of  influence  whom  he  tried  to  convince. 

(f)  His  resources. 

6.  Give  history  of  the  war  of  1812  under  the  foUownig 
topics: 
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(a)  Movements  on  Canadian  borders.  • 
(6)  Naval  victories  in  1812. 

(c)  Baids  on  Washington  and  Baltimore. 

(d)  Operations  at  New  Orleans. 

7.  Give  history  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  (a)  as  to  cause,  (6) 
as  to  results. 

8.  What  was  the  Missouri  compromise? 

9.  S^ame  decisive  battle  of  the  Bevolutionary  war;  of  the 
Civil  war. 

10.  When  was  the  territory  of  Nebraska  organized?  When 
admitted  as  a  state?     Of  what  territory  was  it  originally  a  part? 

Name  in  order  Nebraska's  governors. 

DBAWING. 

1.  Define  (1)  constl;^ctive  drawing,  (2)  representative  draw- 
ing, (3)  descriptive  drawing. 

2.  Give  three  uses  of  drawing  as  a  part  of  a  school  course  of 
study. 

3.  Draw  a  cylinder,  (1)  end  view  on  level  with  the  eye,  (2) 
side  view  on  level  with  the  eye,  (3)  oblique  view  as  seen  from 
above. 

4.  Place  rectangular  solid  at  your  right  and  below  the  level 
of  the  eye;  then  at  your  left,  below  the  level  of  the  eye;  directly 
in  front  of  you  below  the  level  of  the  eye. 

Draw  in  each  of  these  positions.  . 

5.  Define  and  draw  each  of  the  following:  Square  prism,  tri- 
angular prism,  cone,  square  pyramid. 

ORTHOGBAPHY. 

1.  Give  classification  of  letters  (1)  as  to  the  vocal  organs 
chiefly  used  in  the  production  of  the  elements  they  represent, 
(2)  as  to  vocal  elements  represented  by  them. 
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2.  Make  and  describe  the  macron,   the  breve,  the  tilde,  the 
diaeresis,  the  circumflex,  the  cedilla. 

3.  Mark  sounds  of  e  in  mete,  veil,  end,  heir,  her. 

4     Define  and  illustrate  prefix,  suffix,  diphthong,  triphthong. 

5.  Give  signification  of  suffixes  er,  ed,  en,  est,  ish,  kin,  ness. 

6.  Distinguish  between  vowel  and  vocal;  define  consonant, 
sub-vocal,  aspirate. 

7.  Distinguish  between  letter  and  oral  element. 

8.  Define  synonym,  homomyn,  paronym. 

9.  Give  analysis  of  conjugation,  of  circumflex,  of  station,  of 
geography,  of  etymology,  of  commit. 

10.  Give  three  rules  of  spelling. 

READING. 

1.  Define  reading,  silent  reading,  oral  reading. 

2.  Give  chief  uses  of  each  kind  of  j*eading   named  in  the 
foregoing. 

3.  What  is  elocution. 

4.  Distinguish  between  enunciation  and  articulation. 

5.  Define  accent,  emphasis.     Give  the  ways  in  which  a  word 
may  be  made  emphatic. 

6.  Define  and  illustrate  primary  accent,  secondary  accent 

7.  What  is   inflection?     Bising   inflection?     Falling   inflec- 
tion?    Circumflex?    ■ 

8.  What  term  is  applied  to  the  final  syllable  of  a  word?     To 
the  one  immediately  preceding  the  final  syllable? 

9.  Where  is  the  secondary  accent  placed  with  relation  to  the 
primary  accent? 

10.  Define  monotone,  orotund,  guttural. 

COMPOSITION. 

Write  essay  of  not  fewer  than  two  hundred  words  embodying 
a  description,  a  subject  to  be  assigned  by  the  examiner. 
Candidates  to  be  marked  upon  this  essay. 
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CIVIL   GOVERNMENT. 

1.  What  is  the  chief  purpose  of  an  organized  government? 

2.  Name  and  describe  some  of  the  forms  of  government  and 
tell  mider  which  form  of  government  we  live. 

3.  Distinguish  between  a  republic  and  a  democracy,  giving 
instances  of  each. 

4.  Name  the  departments  of  the  United  States  government; 
also  of  the  state  government  of  Nebraska. 

5.  What  classed  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  ineligi- 
ble to  the  office  of  president 

6.  What  are  the  purposes  of  the  president's  cabinet,  and 
what  are  the  terms  by  which  the  cabinet  officers  are  known  ? 
Name  the  men  who  now  hold  cabinet  portfolios. 

7.  Name  the  various  United  States  courts,  giving  number  of 
judges  constituting  each  of  such  courts. 

8.  Give  five  constitutional  provisions  relating  to  schools  in 
Nebraska. 

9.  Give  in  full  the  order  of  the  presidential  succession. 
10.     Give  two  methods  of  electing  president 

SECOND    AND   THIED   GBADE   QUESTIONS— ISSUED 
TO  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

DIRECTIONS   TO   CANDIDATES. 

(Every  applicant  is  required  to  pay  an  examination  fee  of  one 
dollar.)    ' 

[Any  violation  of  the  promises  you  make  in  answer  to  13  and 
14  will  he  sufficient  grounds  to  withhold  your  certificate, ) 

Write  (1)  your  name;  (2)  age;  (3)  postoffice  address;  (4) 
where  educated;  (5)  number  of  terms  you  have  taught  and 
length  of  terms;  (6)  what  works  on  teaching  and  education  you 
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have  read;  (7)  what  teacher's  paper  you  take;  (8)  have  you  seen 
this  list  of  questions  before;  (9)  what  teachers'  institutes  have 
you  attended  during  the  past  year;  (10)  how  many  third  grade 
certificates  have  you  held;  (11)  where  and  by  whom  have  you 
been  examined  during  the  past  year;  (12)  what  grade  of  certifi- 
cate do  you  now  hold;  (13)  if  you  find  you  have  any  knowledge 
of  this  list  of  questions  will  you  give  immediate  notice  to  the 
superintendent;  (14)  will  you  promise  neither  to  give  nor  to  re- 
ceive aid  during  this  examination;  (15)  enclgse  one  dollar  with 
this  paper. 

Please  observe  the  following  directions:  1.  Eefrain  from 
communicating  with  others  than  the  superintendent,  during  the 
examination.  2.  Number  the  answers  to  correspond  with  the 
questions.  3.  Kemember  that  the  quality  of  your  work  will  be 
considered  as  well  as  the  quantity.  4.  Write  plainly.  5.  You 
need  not  copy  the  questions.  6.  Tour  knowledge  of  grammar 
and  composition  will  be  judged  largely  by  the  accuracy  shown  in 
writing  the  work  of  this  examination.  7.  Use  a  different  paper 
for  each  branch  and  write  the  subject  at  the  head  of  each  sheet. 
Do  not  crowd,  your  work.  8.  Write  only  on  one  side  of  your 
paper. 

GEOGBAPHY. 

1.  Draw  a  figure  to  illustrate  the  relative  position  of  the 
zones  and  give  the  width  and  name  of  each. 

2.  Why  does  the  sun  shine  into  the  north  windows  morning 
and  evening  in  midsummer? 

3.  Describe  the  course  taken  by  the  water  of  Lake  Superior 
in  reaching  the  ocean. 

4.  Name  and  locate  ten  of  the  leading  commercial  cities  of 
the  United  States. 

5.  Name  and  locate  ten  leading  commercial  cities  of  Europe. 
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6.  Name  and  locate  five  large*  islands,  five  peninsulas,  five 
large  gulfs. 

7.  Give  an  outline  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  United 
States. 

8.  What  is  the  most  direct  water  way  from  London  to  Cal- 
cutta? 

9.  What,  where,  and  for  what  noted  is  each  of  the  following: 
Plymouth  Bock,  Gettysburg,  Harper's  Perry,  Congo,  Yosemite, 
Golden  Gate,  Gibraltar,  St.  Helena,  Ganges,  Beikiavik. 

10.  Give  a  brief  account  of  Egypt,  stating  the  cause  of  its 
fertility,  naming  its  principal  cities  and  its  leading  productions. 

QBAMMAB. 

1.  Write  sentences  containing  the  following  nouns  in  the 
possessive  plural:  House,  holiday,  luxury,  journey. 

2.  What  is  a  pronoun  ?  Define  and  illustrate  the  different 
classes. 

3.  Give  synopses  of  the  following  verbs:  Set,  sit,  rise,  and 
raise  in  the  third  person  singular,  potential  mood. 

4.  By  what  may  a  noun  be  modified?  An  adjective?  A 
verb?     An  adverb?     Illustrate  in  each  instance. 

5.  Write  a  sentence  having  a  clause  (proposition)  used  as  the 
object  of  a  verb. 

6.  Write  a  sentence  containing  two  subordinate  or  dependent 
clauses — one  performing  the  office  of  an  adjective  and  the  other 
the  office  of  an  adverb. 

7.  Analyze: 

"That  was  all!     And  yet,  through  the  gloom  and  the  light. 
The  FATE  of  a  nation  was  riding  that  night." 

8.  Parse  the  words  in  small  caps. 

9.  Use  a  collective  noun  properly  with  a  singular  verb,  also 
with  a  plural  verb. 
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10.  Correct  the  errors  in  the  following  sentences,  giving  the 
reason  for  each  correction:    , 

Isi  They  that  honor  me  I  will  honor. 

2d.  I  would  have  went  if  I  had  been  invited. 

3d.  His  estate  was  divided  equally  between  his  four  sons. 

4th.  I  will  lay  down  and  rest  for  an  hour. 

5th.  We  were  setting  by  the  window  when  you  passed. 

HISTORY. 

1.     What  invention  and  what  commercial  needs  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  America? 

^     2.     Mention  the  names  of  five  discoverers  prominent  in  early 
American  history,  with  a  brief  statement  of  their  discoveries. 

3.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  French  and  Indian  war,- stat- 
ing its  cause,  the  result,  when  it  began,  and  when  it  ended.  . 

4.  Give  an  outline  of  Greene's  campaign  in  the  Oarolinas 
during  the  Bevolutionary  war. 

5.  Write  an  historic  account  of  the  growth  and  results  of  ne- 
gro slavery  in  the  United  States. 

6.  What  led  to  the  war  of  1812  ? 

7.  State  the  causes  of  the  Mexican  war.     What  territory  was 
acquired  as  a  result  of  that  war? 

8.  .  Explain  what  is  meant  by  the   "Geneva  Award"  and  the 
'  *  Alabama  Claims. " 

9.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  acquisition  of  Alaska. 

10.  Mention  in  chronological  order  five  of  the  more  important 
events  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  and  give  the  year  in 
which  each  occurred. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1.  Define  clavicle,  vertebra,  aorta,  humerus,  diaphragm. 

2.  Explain  the  difference  between  an  artery  and  a  vein. 
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3.  Describe  the  course  of  the  blood  in  the  pulmonary  circu- 
lation and  the  change  it  undergoes  in  the  lungs. 

4.  Explain  the '  structure  of  the  muscles  and  how  they  pro^ 
duce  motion. 

5.  Trace  a  portion  of  food  from  the  time  it  enters  the  mouth 
until  its  nutriment  enters  the  blood. 

6.  Give  a  brief  description  of  the  brain. 

7.  Describe  the  course  of  a  ray  of  light  in  the  eye,  naming 
the  parts  of  the  eye  through  which  it  successively  passes. 

8.  State  the  functions  of  the  excretory  organs  of  the  skin 
and  what  instruction  you  would  give  in  reference  to  keeping 
them  in  healthy,  action. 

9.  State  the  causes  of  early  loss  of  teeth  and  give  special 
directions  for  their  preservation. 

10.  Describe  the  ear  and  state  how  the  sensation  of  sound  is 
produced. 

CIVIL   GOVERNMENT   AND   SCHOOL   LAW. 

1.  Describe  the  process  of  electing  a  president  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  How  are  judges  of  the  United  States  supreme  court  chosen  ? 
What  is  the  length  of  their  term  of  office? 

3.  In  whom  is  the  treaty- making  power  vested? 

4.  Name  the  county  officers  representing  the  three  depart- 
ments of  government 

5.  Presiding  officer  of  U.  S.  Senate,  U.  S.  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  U.  S.  supreme  court — how  chosen?  For  what 
term?     What  called? 

6.  Explain  method  of  securing  amendments  to  constitution 
of  U.  S.     Of  this  state. 

7.  Who  has  the  legal  authority  to  prescribe  a  course  of  study 
for  public  schools  ? 

8.  By  what  authorities  inay  teachers  be  legally  qualified  ? 
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9.  What  provision  does  the  law  make  to  secure  the  attend- 
ance of  teachers  at  institutes  ? 

10.  Is  the  attendance  of  children  at  school  made  compulsory 
in  this  state?     If  so,  between  what  ages? 

DBAWING. 

1.  Distinguish  between  industrial  drawing  and  artistic  pict- 
ure making. 

2.  Distinguish  between  free-hand  drawing  and  instrumental 
drawing. 

3.  What  mental  powers  are  developed  or  strengthened  by- 
imitative  drawing  or  copying?     By  inventive  drawing? 

4.  Draw  an  isometric  cube  in  a  circle  of  one  inch  radius. 

5.  Illustrate  all  kinds  of  quadrilaterals  ? 

6.  Draw  a  free-hand  circle,  having  its  diameter  two  inches  in 
length. 

7.  Name  and  illustrate  all  parts  of  a  circle. 

8.  Draw  a  regular  octagon. 

9.  Draw  a  rectangular  box,  showing  three  of  its  sides. 

10.     Draw  from  memory  a  leaf  form  having  a  deeply  indented 
margin. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1.  Define  prime  number,  denominate  number,  discount,  cube 
root. 

2.  Divide  2-3  by  5-7;  analyze  the  process  and  deduce   the 
rule. 

3.  Divide  two  hundred  sixty  thousand  four  hundred-forty-two 
ten-millionths  by  eighty  four  hundred-millionths. 

4.  What  is  the  cost  of  digging  a  cellar  45  feet  long,  28  feet 
wide,  and  8  feet  6  inches  deep  at  42  cents  a  cubic  yard? 

5.  If  3  men  working  8  hours  per  day  do  as  much  work  as  5 
boys  working  10  hours  per  day,  in  how  many  days  will  12  men 
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working  12  hours  per  day  do  as  much  work  as  18  boys  will  do  in 
25  days  working  9 J  hours  per  day? 

6.  State  the  different  cases  in  percentage. 

7.  Sold  two  lots  for  $200  each,  gaining  20  per  cent  on  one 
and  losing  20  per  cent  on  the  other.  Did  I  gain  or  lose,  and 
how  much? 

8.  What  is  the  height  of  a  cubical  box  of  the  same  capacity 
as  a  box  32  inches  long,  24  inches  wide,  and  18  inches  deep? 

9.  I  bought  80  6  per  cent  bonds  at  120.  What  income  do 
I  receive  on  my  investment,  and  what  is  the  rate  of  my  income  ? 

10.  A  farm  is  one- third  of  a  mile  long  and  two-sevenths  of  a 
mile  wide.     How  much  will  it  bring  at  $100  per  acre? 

PHYSIOLOGY   AND   HYGIENE. 

With  special  reference  as  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks  and 
other  stimulants  and  narcotics  upon  the  human  system. 

1.  What  are  the  names  of  the  various  liquids  called  generally 
spiritous  drinks ' 

2.  What  process  has  the  juices  of  fruit  to  go  through  in 
order  to  pass  iato  wine? 

3.  Whar  are  the  effects  produced  by  alcohol  on  the  red  cor- 
puscles of  the  blood,  and  how  are  these  effects  shown  on  the 
body  of  the  hard  drinker. 

4     Why  is  the  sense  of  heat  felt  after  partaking  of  alcohol  ? 

5.  What  is  the  actual  effect  of  alcohol  on  muscular  powers? 

6.  What  great  organs  of  the  body  are  affected  by  alcohol, 
and  in  what  manner  are  they  affected? 

7.  What  fatal  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  are  induced  by 
alcohol? 

8.  What  is  the  nature  of  tobacco? 

9.  What  may  be  the  effects  of  tobacco  on  a  person  who 
uses  it? 

10.  What  effect  has  tobacco  on  the  nerves? 
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COMPOSITION. 

1.  Whioh  should  be  taught  first,  the  science  or  the  art  of 
language?     Why? 

2.  Write  a  business  letter. 

3.  Write  an  application  for  a  position  as  teacher. 

4.  Write  a  composition  containing  not  less  than  100  words. 
Subject,  Labor  Strikes. 

5.  Upon  what  subject  will  pupils  write  best? 

6.  Why  has  composition  writing  been  so  generally  disliked 
by  pupils? 

7.  Compare  the  value  of  impromptu  written  work  in  compo- 
sition with  work  previously  prepared. 

8.  State  five  methods  of  supplying  children  with  material  for 
language  lessons. 

9.  Give  six  rules  for  the  use  of  the  comma'  and  illustrate 
each. 

10.  Write  sentences  illustrating  the  differences  in  meaning 
in  the  following : 

(1)  Allow,  permit;  (2)  Change,  alter;  (3)  Enmity,  ani- 
mosity; (4)  Finally,  ultimately. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1.  What  rules  of  spelling  apply  in  forming  the  following  de- 
rivatives: Deceiv-ed-ing,  certify-ed-ing,  survey-ed-ing,  die-ed- 
iDg,  hop-ed-ing,  hope-ed-ing. 

2.  Distinguish  between  invent  and  discover. 

3.  Divide  into  syllables  the  following:  Honorary,  partiality, 
anxious,  grammatical,  equity. 

4.  What  is  a  monosyllable?     A  polysyllable? 

5.  How  many  sounds  has  E?  y? 

6.  Illustrate  each  of  the  sounds  by  giving  a  word  containing 
the  sound. 
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7.  Write  three  general  rules  for  spelling. 

8.  To  the  stem  man  add  prefixes  and  suflkes  till  you  have 
made  all  the  woids  you  can. 

9.  What  is  a  diphthong?     A  digraph? 

10.  Indicate  by  diacritical  marks  the  correct  pronunciation  of 
the  following  words:  Orthoepy,  lyceum,  debris,  telegraphy,  sac- 
rifice. 

THEORY   AND   ART   OF   TEACHING. 

1.  What  mental  powers  of  the  child  are  chiefly  concerned  in 
primary  school  work? 

2.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  following  statements: 

1st.  Instruction  should  proceed  from  the  known  to  the  un- 
known. 

2d.   The  mind  is  both  acquisitive  and  productive. 

3..  Sketch  briefly  the  methods  you  would  adopt  to  secure:  1. 
Regularity  of  attendance  and  punctuality.  2.  Decol'um  on  the 
part  of  pupils.     3.  Attention  during  recitations. 

4.  Give  general  directions  for  putting  questions. 

5.  Explain  the  importance  of  object  lessons. 

6.  'Give  an  object  lesson  adapted  to  a  class  of  beginners, 
stating  the  purpose  of  the  lesson. 

7.  Mention  the  sensibilities  of  a  child  to  which  it  is  proper 
to  appeal  in  endeavoring  to  secure  orderly  deportment. 

8.  To  what  extent  are  teachers  responsible  for  the  develop- 
ment of  character  in  the  pupils  under  their  control? 

9.  Sketch  briefly  the  qualifications  of  an  ideal  instructor. 

10.  State  briefly  the  principles  to  be  observed  in  inflicting 
punishments. 

READING. 

1.     State  two  plans  for  preventing  pupils   from  memorizing 

reading  lessons. 
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2.  To  what  style  of  composition  is  monotone  especially  suited? 

3.  Define  pitch,  rate,  quality. 

4.  State  what  pitch,  rate,  and  quality  of  voice  are  appropriate 
in  orally  reading  unimpassioned  narration  and  description. 

5.  For  what  purpose  are  phonic  lessons  given  to  young  pu- 
pils ?     State  the  relations  of  these  lessons  to  reading. 

6.  What  is  supplementary  reading?     What  benefits  should 
result  from  its  use? 

Y.     To  what  extent  would  you  require  pupils  to  read  at  sight? 
Give  reasons. 

8.  Name  ten  books  that  you  would  recommend  to  pupils  un- 
der thirteen  years  of  age  to  read. 

9.  What  specific  directions  can  you  give  for  acquiring  a  good 
articulation  ? 

10.  Describe  briefly  the  alphabetic,  the  phonic,  and  the  word 
method  of  teaching. to  read.     Which  do  you  use? 

PENMANSHIP. 

1.  Copy  the  following: 

"A  child! "     "And  Mildred  caught  the  work.*' 
"A  plaything!     And  another  voice." 
"Fine  feathers  and  a  southern  bird!" 

2.  Write  out  the  order  in  which  both  capitals  and  small  letters 
should  be  taught.     Give  reasons. 

3.  Give  an  outline  of  first  lessons  in  teaching  the  letter  i, 

4.  Give  mechanical  directions  for  teaching  the  letter/. 

5.  Using  the  height  of  the  small  "i"  as  a  standard,  make  all 
the  small  letters  which  are  of  the  same  height. 

6.  Make  those  known  as  "loop"  letters. 

7.  Describe  the  position  of  the  pen  and  hand  when  the  pen 
is  properly  held. 

8.  What  system  of  penmanship,  if  any,  have  you  studied? 
Execute  and  analyze  the  letters  A,  G,  Q,  a,  g,  q. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTIOX.  131 

9.  What  are  the  principal  points  requisite  to  good  penman- 
ship? 

10.  Where  should  shading  be  used? 

BOOKKEEPING. 

1.  Name  the  books  used  in  single  entry  book-keeping  and 
state  the  use  of  each. 

2.  Define  account,  entry,  item,  posting,  balance. 

3.  On  your  books  of  account,  what  transactions  are  entered 
as  debits?     As  credits? 

4.  In  a  cash  account,  for  what  is  cash  debtor?  For  what 
creditor? 

5.  What  must  cash  on  hand  always  equal? 

6.  Explain  the  difference  between  settling  and  closing  an 
account 

7.  Explain  the  process  of  posting. 

8.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  sold  W.  W. 
Swayne,  September  15,  1886,  the  following  goods:  Three  copies 
of  "Lippincott's  Biographical  Dictionary"  at  $10  each;  two 
copies  of  "Lippincott's  Gazetteers"  at  $12  each.  Make  out  the 
bill  for  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  and  make  out  receipt. 

9.  W.  W.  Swayne  -gave  a  sixty-day  note  in  payment  of  the 
bill     Write  the  note. 

10.  W.  W.  Swayne  gave  a  check  in  payment  of  the  note. 
Write  the  check. 

SECOND  AND  THIRD  GRADE  QUESTIONS— No.  2—1892. 

BEADINO. 

1.  Ought  a  pupil  to  be  required  to  spell  a  word  that  he  is  unable 
to  pronounce,  or  ought  the  pronunciation  be  given  him  first  and 
the  spelling  taught  afterwards?     Give  reasons  for  your  answer. 
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2.  Name  three  things  that  you  consider  essential  to  good 
reading. 

3.  What  should  be  the  teaoher^s  aim  in  teaching  advanced 
classes  in  reading? 

4.  Should  pupils  be  permitted  to  read  selections  they  cannot 
understand? 

5.  Name  five  books  you  would  recommend  to  pupils  of  the 
age  of  twelve  or  fourteen. 

6.  What  things  ought  to  be  taught  of  each  new  word  in  a 
lesson? 

7.  Regarding  a  reading  lesson  as  a  study  in  literature,  what 
things  are  to  be  considered? 

8.  Define  the  following;  Accent,  emphasis,  modulation,  mono- 
tone. 

9.  Define  articulation  and  name  three  errors  that  are  com- 
mon. How  would  you  correct  each  of  the  errors  which  you  have 
named? 

10.  Read  a  selection  assigned  by  the  superintendent 

STIMULANTS    AND   NARCOTICS. 

1.  Name  a  substance  that  is  both  a  stimulant  and  a  narcotic. 

2.  What  effect  has  alcohol  on  the  kidneys?  The  mucous 
membrane? 

3.  Why  do  alcoholic  drinks  make  the  stomach  feel  well? 
Why  not  use  then!  for  that  purpose? 

4.  Name  some  hindrances  to  digestion  caused  by  alcohol. 

5.  What  immediate  effect  has  alcohol  on  the  heart? 

6.  What  change  does  it  frequently  cause  in  the  substance  of 
the  heart? 

7.  What  is  the  active  principle  of  tea?     Of  coffee? 

8.  Mention  some  of  the  hurtful  effects  of  snuff. 

9.  Upon  what  organ  does  nicotine  have  its  most  baneful 
effect? 

10.  What  effect  has  opium  upon  digestion? 
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THEORY  AND   ART   OF    TEACHING. 

1.  What  is  the  first  object  to  be  attained  when  a  child  com- 
mences school  ? 

2.  What  general  exercises  do  you  have  in  school? 

3.  How  do  you  aim  to  secure  the  good  will  of  pupils? 

4.  To  what  faculties  do  lessons  on  objects  give  culture? 

5.  State  why  it  is  better  to  proceed  from  principles  to  rules 
and  formulas  than  to  adopt  the  inverse  order. 

6.  What  plan — state  as  to  time  and  manner — ^would  you  fol- 
low in  giving  pupils  individual  help  in  the  preparation  of  their 
lessons? 

7.  How  do  you  deal  with  dull  pupils? 

8.  Which  requires  greater  maturity  of  intellect,  history  or 
grammar?     Why? 

9.  Are  recitations  necessary?  Why?  Should  a  teacher  con- 
duct the  recitation  with  the  text-book  in  hand?     Why? 

10.  In  what  ways  do  you  teach  morality  and  patriotism? 

QUESTIONS   ON   COMPAYRE'S   LECTURES. 

11.  What  does  the  author  mention  as  the  "  difficulties  of  ab- 
straction"? 

12.  Give  a  concise  outline  of  the  subject,  reasoning,  as 
treated  by  the  author. 

13.  Give  the  substance  of  the  author's  statement  in  regard 
to  the  use  and  abuse  of  methods. 

14.  To  what  four  types  does  the  author  reduce  most  of  the 
diflPerent  methods  of  instruction? 

15.  Explain  the  experimental  method. 

16.  What  are  the  advantages  of  historical  study  and  instruc- 
tion? 

17.  Mention  some  of  the  ordinary  faults  in  historical  teach- 
ing? 
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18.  What  history  and  geography  can  be  studied  together? 

19.  Contrast  modern  geography  with  that  taught  half  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

20.  In  what  grades  should  we  teach  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment, patriotism,  etc? 

UNITED   STATES   HISTORY. 

1.  State  what  you  know  of  the  Mound  Builders  and  give  a 
description  of  their  works.  How  do  we  know  that  they  were  not 
the  ancestors  of  the  Indians? 

2.  In  what  manner  did  the  natives  receive  Columbus?  State 
what  you  can  of  the  dress,  habits,  dwellings,  tools,  weapons,  and 
money  of  the  natives  of  this  continent  about  the  time  of  its  dis- 
covery. 

3.  From  whom  did  America  receive  its  name?  Tell  what  you 
know  of   him.     Of   the   Oabots.     De  Soto.     Oortez.      Raleigh. ' 

4.  What  motives  had  Spain  for  making  voyages  of  discov- 
,ery? 

5.  Name  the  members  of  Washington's  cabinet.  For  what 
was  the  secretary  of  state  noted?     Secretary  of  treasury? 

6.  What  important  events  transpired  during  Jefferson's  ad- 
ministration?    Andrew  Jackson's?     James  K.  Polk's? 

7.  Name  all  the  prominent  wars  in  which  the  United  States 
has  been  involved.     By  what  names  are  they  known  in  history  ? 

8.  From  what  nation  was  each  of  the  following  purchased: 
Louisiana,  Florida,  the  Gadsden  purchase,  Alaska? 

9.  Give  an  account  of  the  battle  between  the  Alabama  and 
the  Kearsarge. 

10.  What  was  accomplished  by  the  late  Civil  war? 

COMPOSITION. 

1.     Give  rule  for  using  each  of  the  following:   (.),  (?),  (!),  (,), 
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2.  What  is  a  direct  quotation?  An  indirect  quotation? 
Give  an  example  of  each. 

3.  Write  correctly:  Learn  to  do  your  duty  and  learn  others 
to  do  likewise.     That  is  of  rare  occurrence. 

4.  How  should  the  following  stanza  be  punctuated; 

On  a  winters  night 

As  the  moon  shown  bright 
Two  foxes  went  but  for  prey 

As  they  trotted  along 
With  frolic  and  song 

They  cheered  their  weary  way 

5.  Change  the  stanza  given  above  into  good  prose. 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT   AND   SCHOOL   LAW. 

1.  What  is  the  object  of  the  constitution? 

2.  Give  one  reason  why  a  legislature  should  consist  of  two 
bodies. 

3.  In  case  of  the  death  of  both  president  and  vice-president 
who  then  becomes  president? 

4.  What  officer  is  at  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture?    Is  he  a  cabinet  officer? 

5.  How  is  the  number  of  members  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  de- 
termined?    Of  the  House  of  Representatives? 

-6.  What  is  the  title  of  the  pfesiding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Sen- 
ate?    Of  the  House  of  Representatives?      How  is  each  chosen? 

7.  Under  what  circumstances  has  the  government  a  right  to 
take  the  property  of  an  individual  without  his  consent?  What 
is  the  right  called? 

8.  What  does  the  law  of  Nebraska  require  of  a  teacher  be- 
fore he  can  make  a  contract  to  teach  school? 

9.  What  notice  to  voters  is  necessary  in  calling  a  special 
school  district  meeting? 
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10.  What  reports  to  the  county  superintendent  are  required 
of  the  school  directors?  What  must  each  contain  and  when 
must  it  be  made? 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  standard  time. 

2.  Is  the  climate  of  British  Columbia  warmer  or  colder  than 
that  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  ?     Why  ? 

3.  Locate  the  Great  Barrier  reef. 

4  Mention  two  volcanoes  of  South  America  and  two  of  Eu- 
rope and  give  the  location  of  each. 

5.  Mention  the  most  extensive  river  basin  of  the  United 
States  and  give  the  names  of  five  states  on  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  basin. 

6.  Mention  the  states,  in  order,  through  which  a  car  load  of 
cattle  must  pass  from  St.  Louis  to  Buffalo  by  a  direct  route. 

7.  What  and  where  are  the  following:  Paris,  Amazon,  Yoko- 
hama, Golden  Gate,  and  Oklahoma  ? 

8.  What  is  an  empire  ?     Name  three. 

9.  State  iwo  causes  that  may  determine  the  location  of  cities 
and  give  an  example  of  each. 

10.  Between  what  parallels  and  what  meridians  is  Nebraska 
situated  and  what  is  its  area? 

GRAMMAR. 

1.  Write  three  short  sentences:  The  subject  of  the  first,  a 
proper  noun;  of  the  second,  a  collective  noun;  of  the  third,  an 
abstract  noun. 

2.  What  determines  what  part  of  speech  any  word  is?  Name 
three  words  each  of  which  can  be  used  as  three  different  parts  of 
speech. 

3.  Name  the  part  of  speech  to  which  each  word  in  the  fol- 
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lowing  sentence  belongs:  "Lo!  night  comes  and  the  little  swal- 
low sleeps  soundly  vithin  his  earth-made  walls." 

4.  By  what  may  a  noun  be  modified?  An  adjective?  An 
adverb?     Illustrate  in  each  instance. 

5.  Name  five  adjectives  that  do  not  admit  of  comparison. 

6.  Write  a  compound  sentence  and  change  it  into  a  complex 
sentence. 

7.  Write  a  declarative,  an  interrogative,  and  an  imperative 
sentence. 

8.  Correct  the  following: 
The   "Pleasures  of  Hope"  were  written  by  Campbell. 
Each  one  did  their  duty. 
He  said  he  would  never  do  so  no  more. 
It  ain't  worth  anything. 
Where  was  you  going  the  morning  I  called. 
I  only  saw  him  once. 
The  disputants  were  agreed  on  that 

9.  Analyze  or  diagram:  '*  Before  time  had  touched  his  hair 
with  silver  he  had  often  gazed  with  wistful  fondness  toward  that 
friendly  shore  on  which  Puritan  huts  were  already  beginning  to 
cluster  under  the  spreading  shade  of  hickory  and  maple." 

10.  Parse  the  italicized  words  in  the  above. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1.  Locate  the  metacarpal  bones  and  state  their  number. 

2.  What  muscles  of  the  arm  produce  flexion ;  what  ones  pro- 
,         duce  extension?     Which  are  the  stronger? 

3.  Name  the  different  classes  of  food  and  give  an  example  of 
each.     Show  why  a  mixed  diet  is  the  best. 

4  Discuss  the  influence  of  climate  on  people  in  regard  to  the 
food  they  require. 

5.  Name  the  four  principal  secretions  that  are  mixed  with  the 
food  for  its  digestion.     By  what  organ  is  each  secreted  ? 
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6.  What  is  the  link  between  the  digestive  and  circulating 
systems? 

7.  Trace  accurately  the  course  of  a  drop  of  blood'  from  the 
time  it  leaves  the  veins  until  it  is  once  more  returned  to  them. 

8.  Which  teeth  are  incisors  and  which  are  molars,  and  why 
are  these  names  given  them? 

9.  What  is  the  pleura? 

10.     What  is  a  nerve  ganglion  ? 

PENMANSHIP. 

1.  Do  you  use  any  system  in  teaching  writing?  If  so  give 
an  outline  of  your  plan. 

2.  With  what  materials  should  a  child  first  practice  writing? 
When  should  he  try  pen  and  ink? 

3.  Give  four  important  rules  for  position,  height,  slope,  and 
spacing  of  letters. 

4.  Write  the  elementary  principles  of  small  lettera 

5.  Write  five  good  movement  exercises. 

6.  Write  the  following  as  a  specimen  of  penmanship: 
The  cloud-capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces. 

The  solemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itself, 
Tea,  all  which  it  inherit  shall  dissolve ; 
And,  like  the  unsubstantial  pageant  faded, 
Leave  not  a  rack  behind. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1.  How  do  the  letters  and  elementary  sounds  of  the  lan- 
guage compare  as  to  number? 

2.  Name  some  of  the  advantages  of  phonic  spelling. 

3.  Divide  the  following  words  into  syllables,  mark  the  accent, 
and  give  each  letter  its  proper  diacritical  mark:  Salient,  flaunt, 
chastened,  inexorable,  Khedive,  inexplicable. 
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4  Define  the  first,  third,  and  sixth  of  the  above  words,  and 
write  a  sentence  to  illustrate  the  use  of  each. 

5.  Give  the  signification  of  the  prefixes  in  re,  pro,  ex,  and 
of  the  suffixes,  ness,  ful,  ous,  or  able. 

6.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  following  abbreviations:  viz., 
vs.,  ob.,  la.,  0.  O.  D.,  i  e.  ? 

7.  Form  derivative  words,  using  the  following  prefixes  and 
give  the  meaning  of  the  words:  Anti,  ante,  pre,  dis,  and  pro. 

8.  Write  all  the  letters  that  are  called  sub- vocals.  All  that 
are  called  aspirates. 

9.  Define  primitive  word,  derivative  word,  and  compound 
word,  and  give  two  examples  of  each. 

10.  Spell  ten  words  chosen  by  the  superintendent. 

BOOKKEEPING. 

1.  Define  the  following:  Current,  bills  payable,  drawee, 
check,  acceptance. 

2.  Give  the  use  of  the  journal,  day  book,  and  ledger. 

3.  Explain  the  difference  between  double  and  single  entry. 

4.  Properly  abbreviate  the  following  words:  Agent,  bank, 
package,  page,  sundries,  number,  merchandise,  expense,  forward, 
balance. 

5.  What  is  meant  by  insolvency  ? 

6.  Make  out  a  bill  of  items  and  receipt  it. 

7.  State  general  principles  for  debit  and  credit  entries. 

8.  Suppose  you  begin  business  with  a  capital  consisting  of 
cash,  where  do  you  make  the  entry  ? 

9.  Suppose  you  buy  a  bill  of  goods  on  account,  where  do 
you  make  the  entry? 

10.  Enter  the  following  in  day  book,  journal,  and  ledger: 
Sold  87  bbls.  of  flour  at  $7.50  to  John  Jones  and  took  cloth  at 

\  cts.  per  yard  in  payment. 
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ARITHMETIO. 

1.  Give  three  principles  of  the  Boman  notation  and  illustrate 
each. 

2.  If  the  remainder,  dividend,  and  quotient  be  given,  how 
may  the  divisor  be  found?     Give  an  example. 

3.  500  bales  of  cotton  weighing  400  lbs.  each  at  6  cts.  a 
pound  were  exchanged  for  nails  at  5  cts.  a  pound ;  how  many 
kegs  of  100  pounds  each  were  given?     Solve  by  cancellation. 

4  Divide  .001  by  .000001  and  multiply  the  quotient  by 
.t)002. 

5.  The  telegraph  stations  are  18  miles,  40  rods,  44  yards 
apart.  If  the  telegraph  poles  between  them  are  8  rods  apart 
how  many  poles  will  be  needed,  and  how  much  will  they  cost  at 
20  cents  a  piece? 

6.  How  many  bushels  of  wheat  will  be  contained  in  a  bin  12 
feet  long,  10  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  high  on  the  one  side,  and  8 
feet  on  the  other? 

7.  If  the  cost  of  3.75  weeks'  board  is  $25,  what  is  the  cost 
of  27.75  weeks'  board?     Solve  by  proportion. 

8.  A  farmer  raises  750  bushels  of  wheat  at  an  expense  of 
$675;  how  must  he  sell  it  per  bushel  in  order  to  make  18  per 
per  cent? 

9.  A  note  dated  January  1,  1890,  and  bearing  6  per  cent  in- 
terest was  discounted  at  bank  May  1,  1890,  at  9  per  cent.  Find 
bank  discount.     Note  was  given  for  one  year. 

10.  A  ladder  22  feet  long  is  standing  against  a  wall.  How 
much  will  it  be  lowered  at  the  top  by  drawing  the  foot  of  the 
ladder  7  feet  from  the  wall? 

DRAWING. 

1.  Name  the  leading  objects  to  be  attained  by  drawing. 

2.  What  senses  are  used  in  gaining  ideas  of  form? 
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3.  What  affects  the  apparent  form  of  an  object? 

4.  Mention  the  principle  underlying  good  decoration. 

5.  What  is  an  angle?  A  triangle?  Name  and  draw  the 
three  kinds  of  triangles. 

6.  Draw  a  representation  of  a  cube  in  such  a  position  that 
three  of  its  faces  are  visible.     Size,  about  two  inches. 

7.  Draw  a  circle  four  inches  in  diameter. 

8.  Draw  its  vertical  and  horizontal  diameters. 

9.  Draw  an  oblique  view  of  a  horizontal  circle. 
10.     Draw  the  form  of  any  le€if  or  flower. 

SECOND  AND  THIED  GRADE  QUESTIONS— No.  3—1891. 

1.  What  is  the  chemical  composition  of  bone?  Why  do  the 
bones  of  old  people  break  more  easily  than  those  of  children? 

2.  What  two  kinds  of  muscles  are  "there?  What  is  the  dif- 
ference between  the  contraction  of  these  two  kinds? 

3.  State  the*  uses  of  the  perspiration  qnd  the  effects  that  fol- 
low if  it  be  suddenly  checked. 

4.  Describe  the  veins,  arteries,  and  capillaries,  and  their  uses. 

5.  Tell  of  what  parts  the  skin  is  composed,  giving  some  ac- 
count of  each  part. 

6.  Name  two  nitrogenous,  two  carbonaceous,  and  two  mineral 
foods,  and  mention  the  several  fluids  that  assist  in  the  work  of 
digestion. 

7.  Explain  the  relation  of  sleep  to  repair  and  waste.  Why 
do  children  require  more  sleep  than  adults? 

8.  Give  an  outline  of  the  nervous  system,  describing  the  sen- 
sory and  motor  nerves,  the  spinal  cord,  and  the  medulla  ob- 
longata. 

9.  What  is  meant  by  the  oxygenation  of  the  blood?  Describe 
the  process. 
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BEADING. 

1.  Define  (a)  word  teaching,  (6)  sentence  method,  (c)  word 
method,  (d)  elocution. 

2.  What  is  oral  reading,  silent  reading,  supplementary  read- 
ing? 

3.  What  is  the  test  of  a  good  lesson  in  reading. 
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10.  Describe  the  iris  and  explain  its  function  in  vision.  j 

11.  What  is  meant  by  stimulants?     What  by  narcotics? 

12.  What  are  the  common  alcoholic  liquors?     How  do  they 
differ  from  alcohol  ? 

13.  What  are  the  immediate  effects  of  alcoholic  liquors? 
14     What  are  their  effects  upon  the  heart  and  liver? 
15.     What  other  stimulants  and  narcotics  are  commonly  used? 

WRITING. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  "tracing,"  "movement,"  "slant,"  **form?" 

2.  In  what   particulars  do  most  of  the  different  systems  of 
penmanship  agree? 

3.  What  mistakes  are  most  frequently  made  in  making  the 
following  letters:  a,  1,  n. 

4.  Write  each  of  the  following  ten  times:  a,  1,  i,  r,  s,  p. 

5.  Write  each  of  the  following  five  times:  A,  W,  B,  0, 1. 

6.  Write  from  memory  an   extract  of  four  or   five  lines  of 
poetry. 

7.  Write  out  a  criticism  upon  your  penmanship  in  the  selec- 
tion. 

8.  When  may  a  copy-book  be  used  to  advantage?     When  is 
the  copy-book  a  hindrance  ? 

9.  In  what  way  does  good  writing  help  the  school? 
10.     How  do  you  begin  the  teaching  of  writing  with  children 

who  have  just  entered  school  ? 
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4.  How  do  children  acquire  the  habit  of  reading  without  ex- 
pression? What  method  of  instruction  can  you  suggest  for  over- 
coming such  a  habit? 

5.  How  can  you  tell  whether  children  understand  what  they 
read? 

6.  What  are  the  uses  of  a  dictionary? 

7.  What  are  the  uses  of  punctuation  marks? 

8.  Define  accent,  emphasis,  monotone,  inflection,  pitch. 

9.  Define  tone,  and  tell  what  its  yarious  subdivisions  are. 
10.     Make  the  characters  that  indicate  the  rising  and  falling 

circumflex,  the  monotone,  the  grave  and  acute  accent. 

DRAWING. 

1.  Draw  and  name  four  triangles,  three  quadrilaterals,  and 
three  solids. 

2.  Upon  the  diameters  and  diagonals  of  a  three-inch  square 
make  a  design  in  straight  and  curved  lines. 

3.  Draw  a  cone  having  its  axis  horizontal  and  oblique. 

4.  Draw  a  representation  of  a  cube  in  such  a  position  that 
three  of  its  sides  are  visible. 

5.  Draw  a  representation  of  a  vertical  cylinder  in  such  a  po- 
sition that  its  upper  face  is  visible. 

6.  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  "conventionalization  " 
of  a  leaf  or  flower? 

7.  Draw  the  form  of  any  leaf  or  flower  or  both,  with  which 
you  are  familiar. 

8.  Conventionalize  the  leaf  or  flower  drawn  under  the  last 
question,  using  a  vertical  line  two  inches  long  as  the  "axis  of 
symmetry." 

9.  "Line  in"  clearly,  leaving  construction  lines  as  first 
drawn. 

10.  Prom  what  three  sources  is  material  for  standard  deco- 
rative designs  mainly  obtained? 
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ARITHMETIC. 

1.  Indicate  by  means  of  signs,  and  without  performing  any 
of  the  operations,  that  the  sum  of  347  and  295  is  to  be  multiplied 
by  the  difference  between  47  and  83,  the.  result  divided  by  57 
and  the  cube  root  of  the  quotient  extracted. 

2.  At  6  o'clock  A.M.  the  temperature  was  18°  above  zero;  at 
12  M.  it  was  7°  above  zero;  at  6  p.m.  it  was  5°  below  zero.  What 
was  the  average  temperature -for  the  day,  calculated  from  these 
three  observations  ? 

3.  Deduce  a  rule  for  finding  the  greatest  common  divisor  of 
three  numbers. 

4.  At  25  cents  a  square  yard,  what  will  it  cost  to  plaster  the 
walls  and  ceiling  of  a  room  18  feet  long,  15  feet  wide,  and  12 
feet  high,  making  no  allowance  for  doors  or  windows  ? 

,  5.  A  confectioner  buys  84  pounds  of  candy  for  $21.60.  He 
puts  it  into  boxes  holding  7  ounces  each.  For  how  much  a  box 
must  he  sell  it  to  gain  33^  per  cent? 

6.  If  four  men  working  8  hours  a  day  can  do  a  certain  piece 
of  work  in  27  days,  how  long  should  it  take  seven  men  working 
5  hours  a  day  to  do  it?     Give  an  analysis  of  your  work. 

7.  Bought  certain  goods  at  12  per  cent  below  the  price  marked 
on  them,  which  was  $5.50,  and  sold  them  at  15  per  cent  above 
the  marked  price.     What  per  cent  did  I  make  on  my  investment? 

8.  A  ninety-day  note  for  $700,  bearing  interest  at  6  per  cent, 
is  discounted  at  a  bank  on  the  day  it  is  drawn  at  6  per  cent. 
What  are  the  proceeds? 

9.  Upon  what  is  the  metric  system  based?  What  are  the 
chief  units  of  the  system? 

10.  What  must  be  the  depth  of  a  cylindrical  cistern  6  feet  in 
diameter  that  it  may  contain  2,000 gallons? 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  Define  latitude  and  longitude  Is  the  length  of  a  degree 
of  longitude  greater  in  Florida  or  New  York  ?     Why  ? 

2.  Name  and  locate  the  largest  five  cities  in  the  United  States 
between  the  Appalachian  mountains  and  the  Rocky  moimtains. 

3.  What  section  of  the  United  States  has  the  greatest  amount 
of  rain?     The  least?     Give  reasons. 

4.  Mention  ten  important  exports  of  the  United  States  and 
the  countries  to  which  they  are  sent  Ten  imports  and  the  coun- 
tries from  which  they  come. 

5.  Draw  an  outline  map  of  North  America,  showing  the  prin- 
cipal lake  and  river  systems.  Mention  the  chief  uses  of  rivers. 
In  what  way  does  the  destruction  of  forests  affect  rivers? 

6.  Why  do  dense  fogs  prevail  oflf  Newfoundland? 

7.  Name  ten  of  the  principal  possessions  of  Great  Britain  in 
various  parts  of  the  world. 

8.  Name  the  six  great  powers  of  Europe.  What  is  the  form 
of  government  of  each?     Locate  three  important  cities  of  each. 

9.  What  countries  are  crossed  by  the  equator? 

10.  Show  the  relation  between  the  physical  and  political  con- 
dition of  a  country.  Show  how  the  physical  formation  deter- 
mines routes  of  trade  and  affects  commerce.     Give  illustrations. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1.  What  is  spelling  ?  What  is  the  object  of  teaching  spell- 
ing?    What  is  the  use  of  the  spelling  book? 

2.  Separate  into  syllables  and  indicate  the  accent  of  the  fol- 
lowing words:  Researches,  legislator,  resources,  combatants, 
chandelier,   hereditament,  genuine,  inquiry,  naturally,  decorous. 

3.  Write  two  words  containing  the  sound  of  a  in  fare,  a  in 
ask,  e  in  verb,  i  in  machine,  u  in  push. 

10 
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ns:   Ratio,   scarf,        ^ 


4.  Write  the  plurals  of  the  following  nouns: 
axis,  elf,  radius,  pulley,  octavo,  cuckoo,  soliloquy,  piano. 

5.  Give  meaning  of  the  following  abbreviations:  MSS.,  Nos., 
prox.,  viz.,  pro  tern.,  L  e. 

6.  Write  abbreviations  of  the  following:  South,  the  present 
month,  noon,  merchandise,  that  is. 

7.  What  is  the  general  meaning  of  the  prefixes  "ex"  and 
"con?" 

8.  Give  the  rule  for  doubling  the  final  letters  "f,"  "1,"  and 
"s"  in  words. 

9.  What  are  compound  words,  and  how  are  they  known  ? 

10.     By  what  authority  do  we  spell  words  and  give  the  sound  to 
letters  ? 

QBAMICAB. 

1.  Analyze: 

"  The  heights  by  great  men  reached  and  kept 
Were  not  attained  by  sudden  flight; 
But  they,  while  their  companions  slept, 
Were  toiling  upward  in  the  night." 

2.  Parse  the  words  reached,  were  attained,  their,  and  com- 
panions, 

3.  Explain  each  of  the  following  grammatical  terms  and  give 
an  example  illustrating  its  use:  predicate,  apposition,  transitive. 

4.  Give  the  past  tense  and  the  perfect  participle  of  each  of 
the  following  verbs:  Sew,  sow,  lay,  flee,  fly. 

5.  Construct  sentences  as  follows: 

(a)  A  complex  sentence  with  a  substantive  clause. 

(6)  A  complex  sentence  with  an  adjecti^^  clause. 

(c)  A  sentence  with  two  coordinate,  compound  members. 

6.  *   Mention  three  ways  in  which  the  infinitive  mode  may  be 
used  and  give  an  example  of  each. 
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7.  How  many  parts  of  speech  may  "that"  be  and  give  an  ex- 
ample of  each. 

8.  What  are  the  differences  in  meaning  between  ^^  I  wroie^^^ 
"J  have  toritten,^'  and  **  J  had  written?  " 

9.  Correct  the  errors  in  the  following  sentences  and  give  a 
reason  for  each  change: 

(a)  I  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  so  fine  a  sight 
(6)  There  let  him  lay.  , 

(c)  The  courage  of  the  soldier  and  of  the  citizen  are  essen- 
tially different. 

(d)  The  orator  spoke  of  the  notion  that  the  national  debt 
might  be  repudiated  with  absolute  contempt. 

10.     Is  grammar  a  science  or  an  art?     Give  reasons  for  your 
answer. 

CIVIL   GOVERNMENT  AND   SCHOOL  LAW. 

1.  When  was  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  adopted? 
Who  framed  it?  In  what  particulars  is  it  an  improvement  on 
the  Articles  of  Confederation? 

2.  State  what  person  or  body  corresponds  in  the  Nebraska 
state  government  to  each  of  the  following  in  the  United  States 
government:  President,  vice-president,  congress,  senate,  house  of 
representatives,  supreme  court. 

3.  How  are  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
*  States  selected ?     For  what  term?     How  are  the  judges  of  the 

supreme  court  of  Nebraska  selected.     For  what  term  ? 

4.  What  state  and  county  offices  were  filled  by  the  election  of 
November  3,  1891?  When  do  officers  elected  at  that  time  enter 
upon  their  official  duties,  and  for  what  length  of  time  is  each 
elected?  What  peculiar  relations  existed  among  the  political 
parties  of  the  state  at  the  last  election  ? 

5.  What  is  meant  by  a  census  ?     How  often  is  the  United 
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States  census  taken?     Under  whose  direction  is  the  work  done? 
For  what  purpose  ? 

6.  Mention  five  important  personal  rights  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution. 

7.  What  is  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  with  regard  to 
the  currency  ?  What  are  the  two  principal  kinds  of  paper  money 
at  present  in  circulation  ?  Give  a  brief  history  of  each  and  state 
under  what  regulations  it  is  issued. 

8.  Upon  what  bases  are  the  public  school  moneys  apportioned 
to  the  several  school  districts?  What  are  the  limits  of  school 
age  as  defined  by  the  law  of  this  state, 

9.  State  the  causes  for  which  a  county  superintendent  may 
annul  a  teacher's  certificate?     What  remedy  has  a  teacher  from 

,  whom  a  certificate  is  unjustly  withheld  by  a  county  superintend- 
ent or  whose  certificate  has  been  annulled  by  the  same  authority 
without  good  cause. 

10.  What  is  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  school  meeting. 
Mention  five  different  powers  of  an  annual  school  meeting. 

BOOKKEEPING. 

1.  William  Smith  worked  for  Samuel  Brown  eleven  days  at 
$4  per  day  and  supplied  material  to  the  value  of  $35.      Make  and 

receipt  the  bill. 

2.  Write  an  order  for  money  in  favor  of  Ellis  A.  Apgar  and 
addressed  to  Joseph  Anderson. 

8.  Write  with  the  proper  rulings  a  personal  ledger  accounf 
containing  not  less  than  three  entries  on  each  side.  Balance, 
close,  and  reopen. 

4.  Make  out  a  bill  for  seven  articles  of  merchandise  bought 
by  William  R.  Black  from  Miller  &  Paine  at  different  times  dur- 
ing May,  1890. 

5.  Write  a  check  upon  the  First  National  bank  of  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  for  the  amount  of  the  foregoing  bill. 
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6.  Walter  B.  Harrison,  of  Lincoln,  owes  Louis  T.  Fowler,  of 
Omaha,  $350.  Write  a  sight  draft  in  Fowler's  favor  on  Charles 
Anderson,  of  Omaha,  for  $200,  and  a  certified  check  on  the  Lin« 
coin  National  bank  for  $150. 

7.  From  whom  may  drafts  be  obtained?  For  what  purpose 
are  they  issued? 

8.  Wheix  drafts  are  made  payable  after  sight,  what  beside  the 
rate  of  exchabge  enters  into  the  computation  which  determines 
their  value? 

9.  Write  a  promissory  note  for  $100,  due  at  the  First  Na- 
tional bank,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  in  sixty  days,  Arthur  E.  Shaw  as 
payor  and  J.  S.  Kobinson  as  payee. 

10.  What  is  an  endorsement?  How  many  kinds  of  endorse- 
ments are  there?     What  is  the  effect  of  each? 

THEORY   AND   PRACTICE. 

1.  Assuming  that  "  to  instruct,"  "to  drill,"  and  "  to  test"  are 
three  objects  of  a  class  exercise,  which  is  first  in  the  order  of  their 
importance  in  the  primary  classes  ?  Which  in  advanced  classes  ? 
Write  them  in  the  order  of  their  importance  in  primary  classes; 
in  advanced  classes. 

2.  What  method  of  marking  the  progress  and  proficiency  of 
pupils  in  class  Vork  do  you  prefer?  Give  reasons  for  your  pref- 
erence; state  the  objections  to  your  plan  and  tell  how  they  may 
be  overcome. 

8.     Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  following  statement: 
(1)  Instruction  should  proceed  from   the  known  to  the  un- 
known.    (2)  The  mind  is  both  acquisitive  and  productive. 

4.  Enumerate  the  severaUrules  and  precautions  to  be  observed 
by  a  teacher  in  framing  and  putting  questions  and  receiving 
answers  in  class  teaching. 

5.  Explain  the  importance  of  object  lessons.  What  is  the 
value  of  drawing  as  a  means  of  education  ? 
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6.  Sketch  briefly  your  scheme  of  language  work  for  primary 
grades.  When,  in  your  opinion,  should  the  study  of  technical 
grammar  begin  ? 

7.  Mention  at  least  four  important  elements  of  governing 
power  in  a  teacher.     Show  the  importance  of   each. 

8.  Show  how  regular  and  punctual  attendance  may  be  most 
efifectively  secured.  What  is  the  parents'  part  in  securing  the 
above? 

9.  Mention  the  sensibilities  of  a  child  to  which  it  is  proper 
to  appeal  in  endeavoring  to  secure  orderly  deportment. 

10.  Describe  and  illustrate  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the 
public  school  teacher  for  training  the  moral  sentiment, 

COMPOSITION. 

1.  Take  each  of  the  following  words  and  add  to  it  a  prefix  or 
a  suffix,  explaining  in  each  case  what  change  in  the  meaning  of 
the  word  has  been  effected  by  the  additional  syllable:  just,  ad- 
mire, faith,  friend,  sincere,  wise. 

2.  Write  sentences  illustrating  the  difference  in  meaning  of 
(1)  inquire,  question;  (2)  endeavor,  struggle;  (3)  penurious, 
economical;  (4)  repeal,  abolish;  (5)  discover,  invent;  (6)  dis- 
sembler, hypocrite.  * 

3.  Change  the  following  from  the  direct  to  the  indirect  form 
of  quotation:  Their  host  said:  "The  higher  you  climb  the 
mountain  the  more  difficult  the  ascent  becomes,  but  you  can  hire 
&  guide  to  show  you  the  road." 

4.  Combine  the  following  statements  into  a  complex  sentence: 
This  plant  is  commonly  met  with  ii^  Ceylon.  This  plant  is  com- 
monly met  with  in  other  islands  of  the  East.  This  plant  is 
known  by  the  appropriate  name  of  pitcher  plant  This  on  ac- 
count of   its  singular  flagon  shaped  appendage. 

5.  Give  six  rules  for  the  use  of  the  comma  and  illustrate  each. 
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etterd  of  not  more  than  ten  lines  each, 
the  second  to  be  an  answer  to  the  first. 

7.  Write  a  letter  applying  for  a  position  as  a  teacher. 

8.  Imagine  yourself  at  the  end  of  a  long  journey.  Write  a 
letter  to  a  relative,  describing  incidents  of  travel.  * 

9.  Write  the  envelope  address  for  the  letter  required  by  the 
last  question. 

10.  Write  a  composition  containing  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred words  on  the  following  topic:  Chicago  and  the  Exposition 
of  1893. 

HISTORY   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

1.  What  was  the  object  Columbus  had  in  view  in  starting 
upon  his  great- voyage  of  discovery?  What  lands  did  he  dis- 
cover ?     To  which  grand  division  did  he  believe  them  to  belong  ? 

2.  State  with  regard  to  the  following  the  principal  discov- 
eries eacli  made,  and  the  claims  of  the  European  country  each 
represented,  with  regard  to  the  possession  of  American  soil: 

(a)  The  Cabots. 
(6)  DeSoto. 

(c)  Champlain. 

(d)  Hudson. 

3.  State  two  points  of  difference  between  the  first  English 
colonists  in  Massachusetts  with  regard  to  (a)  religion,  (6)  social 
condition. 

4.  What  were  the  two  colonies  in  which  religious  liberty  was 
first  established?  Who  were  the  men  chiefly  instrumental  in 
founding  them? 

5.  Draw  a  map  on  which  you  will  indicate  in  the  outline  the 
English  possessions  in  America  before  and  after  the  French  and 
Indian  war.  What  great  question  was  settled  by  this  war? 
Name  two  ways  in  which  it  helped  to  bring  about  the  war  of  the 
Revolution, 
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6.  What  were  the  two  political  parties  into  which  the  country 
was  divided  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution? 
Give  two  points  of  difference  between  them.  Name  two  leaders 
on  each  side. 

7.  Summarize  the  results  of  the  war  of  1812  regarding  (a) 
the  national  debt,  (6)  the  feeling  of  nationality,  (c)  the  respect 
of  foreign  countries,  (d)  manufactures. 

8.  Tell  by  whom  each  of  the  following  inventions  was  made, 
and  state  one  eflPect  of  each  upon  modern  progress,  (a)  the  cot- 
ton gin,  (6)  the  electric  telegraph. 

9.  What  can  you  state  of  the  "Alabama  Claims." 
10.     Trace  the  route  of  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea. 
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COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES,  ETC. 

There  are  many  schools  in  the  state  not  properly  denominated 
public  schools  and  so  are  not  strictly  within  the  scope  of  this  re- 
port; still,  they  constitute  an  important  educational  force  in  the 
state.  The  state  encourages  all  educational  means;  and  it  has 
been  and  is  the  policy  of  this  department  to  induce  and  foster 
the  closest  possible  relations  among  all  the  educational  forces  of 
the  state.  With  the  wish  to  place  before  the  readers  of  this  re- 
port as  full  information  as  is  obtainable,  the  office  has  requested 
all  the  colleges,  universities,  academies,  commercial  schools,  and 
other  educational  institutions  of  which  information  could  be  had 
to  make  reports  thereto,  and  the  heads  of  such  institutions  have 
been  asked  to  forward  brief  articles,  setting  forth  the  aims,  pur- 
poses, equipments,  and  resources  of  their  respective  schools. 
The  extent  to  which  this  invitation  has  been  accepted  will  appear 
in  a  table  compiled  from  reports  and  in  a  series  of  articles  in 
another  part  of  this  report 

I  am  sorry  that  the  department  of  education  has  not  met  with 
a  more  hearty  response  in  this  matter;  for  I  am  convinced  that 
the  department  might  be  of  service  to  such  worthy  institutions, 
and  that  in  turn  the  public  schools  and  the  cause  of  education  in 
the  state  would  be  materially  furthered  by  a  closer  friendship 
between  these  schools  and  the  public  schools. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  present  here  a  report  of  the 
committee  on  academies  made  to  the  educational  council  of  the 
Nebrtiska  State  Teachers'  Association  lately  held  in  the  city  of 
Lincoln. 

REPORT. 

"So  fallen,  so  lost,  the  light  withdrawn 
Which  once  he  wore ! " 
was  the  Quaker  poet's  lament  over  Webster's  faithlessness  to  the 
anti-slavery  cause.     It  seems  to  have  some  application  to  the 
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academy  as  it  was  and  as  it  is  to-day.  Fifty  years  ago  this  insti* 
tution  had  the  field  in  the  New  England  and  Middle  states.  Such 
excellence  as  there  may  have  been  in  its  instruction  and  charac- 
ter-forming power  disclosed  itself,  and  there  have  not  been  want- 
ing a  multitude  of  men  and  women  to  testify  to  the  worth  of 
what  it  did  for  them  and  their  generation. 

Bat  under  the  touch  of  Horace  Mann  and  his  contemporaries 
the  public  high  school  system  grew  apace  and  the  academy  de- 
cayed. The  high  school  had  behind  it  the  taxing  power  of  the 
state.  Every  property  owner,  married  or  unmarried,  with  or 
without  children,  was  perforce  arrayed  on  its  side.  No  matter 
what  the  age  of  his  children  or  their  educatiofial  aspirations  a 
forced  contribution  was  levied.  Linked  to  a  graded  school  its 
larger  expense  was  hidden  in  the  annual  budget  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem, and  nearly  vanished  before  the  larger  divisor  with  which  per 
capita  cost  was  ascertained.  The  academy,  on  the  other  hand,  had 
behind  it  only  the  families  -v^ith  sons  and  daughters  of  academy 
age  and  ambition  for  its  instruction — families  already  burdened 
with  their  share  of  the  cost  of  the  public  high  school.  The  lat- 
ter was  entrenched;  the  academy,  a  mere  handful,  was  in  the  open 
field.  In  the  struggle  for  existence,  from  whose  stern  laws  nothing 
can  escape,  numbers  won ;  the  high  school  increased,  th©  academy 
decreased.  You  can  almost  count  on  your  fingers  the  really 
strong,  well  equipped  academies  of  New  England.  St  Johns- 
bury,  Kimball  Union,  Phillips-Exeter  and  Andover,  Ooburn, 
Gushing,  Williston,  Worcester,  Wilbraham,  Norwich;  doesnH 
that  about  exhaust  the  list?  Their  number  hardly  exceeds  that 
of  the  strong  colleges  of  New  England.  The  fittest  survived,  the 
weak  perished.  Above  the  dust  of  their  decay  the  high  school 
grows  to-day. 

As  settlement  crossed  the  Mississippi  valley  many  a  brave, 
strong  soul,  knowing  what  the  academy  had  done  for  him,  sought 
to  plant  it  in  the  newer  states.     Defeat  usually  awaited  hio^ 
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The  history  of  this  institution  in  the  west  is  a  chapter  of  failures. 
There  are  hardly  as  many  really  strong  academies  as  there  are 
states.  Denmark  academy  in  Iowa  is  a  typical  instance.  Led 
for  many  years  by  two  men  of  unusual  power,  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  Eev.  Asa  Turner,  and  the  principal  of  the  academy,  Prof. 
A.  W.  Edson,  now  of  Iowa  college,  it  has  firmly  rooted  itself  and 
cannot  fail.  Yet  its  endowment  is  slender  and  its  income  and  num- 
ber of  students  is  small.  No,  it  is  not  typical;  if  it  were  it  would 
be  dead.  Men  have  realized  that  the  college  needed  something 
and  have  been  ready  to  give;  too  often  they  have  forgotten  that 
the  academy  needed  anything  and  have  left  it  to  perish. 

I  am  not  saying  that  it  was  not  best  that  the  high  school  sys- 
tem should  rise  and  the  academy  decay.  The  burden  of  proof 
rests  on  him  who  would  combat  the  existing  order.  It  is  entirely 
probable  that  the  academy  could  not  have  reached  the  number 
that  the  high  school  has  been  able  to  serve.  The  public  school 
system  seems  especially  fitted  for  the  nation  founded  on  universal 
suflPrage.  This  is  not  a  jeremiad;  it  is  only  history.  However, 
a  brighter  day  seems  to  dawA  for  the  academy.  Speaking  as  a 
Congregationalist  of  Congregational  work  I  can  name  a  half 
dozen  instances  in  the  west  where  academies  have  been  started 
within  a  few  years  with  such  vigor  that  their  success  seems  as- 
sured. The  east  also  furnishes  a  number  of  notable  instances. 
The  most  marked  case  is  Lakeville,  Yale's  new  preparatory  school. 
The  thought  of  many  men  seems  to  turn  with  favor  to  the 
academy. 

In  all  but  the  newest  states  the  era  of  college  beginnings 
seems  to  have  passed.  Unless  projected  on  a  large  scale,  no  col- 
lege can  succeed  under  the  shadow  of  institutions  already  strong. 
Men  who  desire  to  do  educational  service  to  their  region  and 
towns  with  educational  ambitions  must  be  content  with  more 
modest  things.  John  Calvin  founded  an  academy  at  Geneva  be- 
cause the  university  field  was  already  occupied.     The  rise  of  the 
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great  preparatory  schools  of  England  came  after  that  of  the 
universities.  Logically  the  academy  precedes  the  college  and 
the  university,  chronologically  it  usually  follows.  The  new  states 
have  not  been  utterly  foolish  in  projecting  their  colleges  first. 

Granting  that  the  public  high  school  is  to  remain  and  increase, 
has  the  academy  any  real  ground  for  being?  Is  it  economic 
waste?  Is  sectarian  prejudice  its  only  reason  for  existence?  I 
answer  it  is  not  economic  waste.  There  are  valid  reasons  for  its 
existence  and  support.  A  distinguished  German  economist 
exalts  the  caritative  principle  as  the  necessary  supplement  of  the 
state's  action.  He  shows  with  great  force  and  at  great  length 
how  it  remedies  the  failures  and  limitations,  rounds  out  and  com- 
pletes the  action  of  the  state.  Every  day  shows  more  clearly 
that  the  city's  problems  of  poverty  and  vice  need  private  phi- 
lanthropy judiciously  shown  as  well  as  public  aid.  This  princi- 
ple applies  in  the  work  of  education.  Private  generosity  led  the 
way  and  developed  the  types  on  which  the  state  shapes  its  uni- 
versity and  moulds  its  high  school.  There  yet  remaineth  a  Uttle 
land  for  private  generosity  to  possess  and  supplement  the  work 
of  the  state. 

Outside  the  villages  and  on  the  farms  of  every  older  state 
there  are  thousands  of  young  people  who  feel  too  old  to  attend 
the  public  schools.  Poor  district  schools  and  poverty  forbidding 
constant  attendance  have  held  them  back.  They  are  hardly 
ready  for  the  high  school,  and  yet  are  four  or  five  years  older 
than  pupils  of  the  same  grade  of  advancement  in  the  public  , 
schools.  Though  deficient  in  preparation  they  have  bodily 
strength,  habits  of  work,  more  developed  minds,  and  can  move 
more  rapidly  than  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  They  are  ashamed 
to  go  into  the  saiiie  classes  with  boys  and  girls  five  years  younger; 
perhaps  they  ought  not  be,  but  they  are,  and  in  most  cases  will 
not. 

Again  it  is  being  more  clearly  seen  that  every  college  needs  a 
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number  of  fitting  schools  tribnt«u*y  thereto.  If  college  classes 
are  to  be  kept  full  and  increasing  it  it  is  not  enough  to  have  but 
one  preparatory  school  connected  with  the  institution.  Since 
many  drop  out  by  the  way  there  must  be  several  feeders.  The 
Western  State  University,  allying  to  itself  two  or  three  hundred 
high  schools,  is  an  object  worthy  of  study.  High  schools,  when 
they  look  upward,  naturally  look  towards  the  university  and  can 
not  be  relied  upon  to  supply  the  college  classes  of  the  denomi- 
national institutions. .  Every  academy  which  is  an  integral  part 
of  a  college  draws  nearly  all  its  students  from  an  area  enclosed 
by  a  fifty  or  seventy-five  mile  radius.  If  college  classes  are  to 
have  many  recruits  from  beyond  that  radius  the  local  preparatory 
school  must  gather  them  up,  start  them,  and  turn  them  that  way. 
If  the  college  has  any  real  grounds  for  being  by  reason  of  its 
distinctively  Christian  aim,  that  reason  would  seem  to  justify 
the  academy.  The  public  schools  are  not  godless;  the  Christian 
teacher  is  usually  welcomed.  Public  sentiment  approves  solicit- 
ous care  of  the  moral  welfare  of  the  pupils.  Nevertheless  the 
students  of  th6  high  school  are  scattered  here  and  there  in  homes 
Christian  and  unchristian,  in  various  churches  or  no  churches  at 
all.  A  watchful  minority  usually  oppose  anything  more  than 
covert  attempts  to  win  pupils  to  Christ.  The  opportunities  of 
contact  between  teacher  and  pupil  are  fewer  and  trammeled. 
In  the  Christian  academy  and  college  the  opportunities  of  touch- 
ing the  student  with  Christian  influence  and  impulse  are  far 
larger  and  more  satisfying.  Those  were  significant  figures  that 
B.  Fay  Mills  developed  on  a  recent  evening  in  Omaha,  nearly 
2,000  Christians  present,  about  85%  accepting  Christ  before  the 
age  of  twenty.  The  Christian  college  attracts  to  Christian  pur- 
pose and  consecration  as  no  state  institution  can;  the  Christian 
academy  does  it  more.  It  is  a  fact  of  profound  significance  that 
the  dearth  in  the  ministry  dates  from  the  decay  of  the  Christian 
academy.      Of  5,000  Congregational  churches  in  this  country 
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about  1,000  are  pastorless.  Other  denominations  have  similar 
lack  I  know  more  about  a  little  college  in  Michigan  than  any 
other;  it  has  about  400  students,  over  half  of  whom  are  in  col- 
lege classes.  Michigan  university  towers  so  high  you  can  scarcely 
see  Olivet  college  at  this  distance.  But  that  little  college  sends 
more  men  into  the  Congregational  ministry  than  all  the  state 
universities  of  the  west  put  together.  It  has  more  representa- 
tives in  our  Congregational  theological  seminaries  to-day  than 
all  these  same  universities,  and  most  of  the  men  it  sends  to  the 
ministry  get  their  impulse  before  they  reach  the  freshman  class. 
Success  to  the  high  schools  and  the  university  which  crowns 
them,  but  Christ's  kingdom  needs  the  Christian  academy  and 
college  if  it  is  to  have  leadership  and  triumph. 

If,  then,  the  academy  has  a  right  to  be,  how  many  and  where  ? 
Take  the  state  of  Nebraska.  Here  are  several  thousand  students 
in  the  private  normals  and  business  colleges  of  the  state,  two  or 
three  times  as  many  as  are  in  the  university  and  denominational 
colleges.  They  turn  over  their  constituency  at  least  once  a  year. 
The  average  college  or  university  student  attends  two  or  three 
years.  Their  impress  is  put  upon  four,  five,  or  six  times  as  many 
young  people  as  is  that  of  the  college  or  university.  Special 
training  in  the  common  branches  and  short  cuts  for  those  who 
must  cut  are  well;  so  especial  preparation  for  the  store  and  count- 
ing room ;  but  the  academy  is  better,  because  it  stands  for  longer 
and  stronger  courses.  Nebraska  has  two  or  three  hundred  high 
schools  of  every  size,  quality,  and  length  of  course.  They  will 
continually  improve  as  the  years  pass.  They  each  have  six  or 
eight  or  ten  non-resident  pupils  more  or  less,  in  all,  one,  two,  or  . 
three  thousand.  They  will  have  two  or  three  times  as  many  ere 
long.  The  high  school  I  attended  in  central  Michigan  has 
thirty  or  forty  resident  and  fifty  or  sixty  non-resident  pupils. 
The  county  in  which  it  is  situated  has  several  hundred  non- 
resident pupils  in  the  high  schools.     All  over  the  older  parts  of 
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the  state  the  same  facts  are  founcL  The  non-residents  in  Michi- 
gan high  schools  will  amount  up  towards  10,000  pupils  every 
year.  High  schools  are  well,  but  academies  have  a  legitimate 
place  and  work  especially  in  more  rural  sections  where  high 
schools  are  few  and  inferior  in  their  grade. 

^  Here  are  5,000  young  people  more  or  less  going  from  the 
farms  to  the  private  normals,  business  colleges,  and  high  schools 
in  Nebraska.  Why  should  not  the  academy  claim  part  of  them? 
Would  it  not  be  better  that  it  should?  There  would  still  be 
room  for  private  normals  and  business  colleges  and  still  be  non- 
resident pupils  in  the  high  schools. 

If  the  academy  did  secure  half  this  country  constituency 
would  there  not  be  need  of  fifteen,  twenty,  or  twenty-five  such 
institutions  in  Nebraska  with  an  average  of  one  hundred 
pupils  now  and  twice  as  many  before  many  years?  Each  of  the 
leading  denominations  ought  to  have  four,  five,  or  six  feeders  to 
its  college  ^  or  colleges— that  is,  a  good  many  more  academies 
than  we  have  to-day.  If  that  number  were  established  it  would 
seem  to  the  writer  wisdom  to  scatter  them,  placing  one  and  only 
one  in  every  three  or  four  counties  and  among  40,000  or  50,000 
people,  no  denomination  trenching  on  the  field  already  occupied 
by  another.  A  year  or  so  ago  I  carefully  examined  all  the  col- 
lege catalogues  of  Nebraska  and  located  the  students  by  counties. 
Excluding  students  from  other  states  there  were,  according  to  the 
catalogues  of  the  coUqges  and  the  university,  in  '90-91  nearly 
2,000  Nebraska  students.  About  1,600  from  south  Nebraska  were 
in  the  institutions  south  of  the  Platte.  If  distance  were  no  barrier 
they  ought  to  have  had  about  800  students  from  north  Nebraska 
since  it  has  about  half  as  many  people.  They  did  have  a  little  over 
100  students  from  that  part  of  the  state.  Every  one  of  these 
institutions  got  seventy-five  per  cent  or  eighty  per  cent  of  its 
student  within  a  radius  of  seventy-five  miles.  The  academy  ra- 
dius would  be  shorter  and  the  great  majority  found  within  twenty- 
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five  miles.  Academies  within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  each  other 
would  not  materially  trench  on  one  another's  fields.  Each  would 
create  its  own  constituency.  Concentrating  educational  work  in 
one  place  is  a  good  thing  for  that  plBce.  It  is  a  capital  thing  for 
Lincoln  that  as  the  mountains  were  round  about  Jerusalem  so 
the  colleges  are  round  about  it,  but  it  isn't  the  best  thing  for  the 
state.  Many  torches  clustered  give  a  brilliant  flame,  but  if  they 
were  scattered  more  people  would  have  light.  Put  every  college 
and  academy  in  a  location  in  which,  though  that  field  be  narrow, 
it  has  undisputed  possession,  and  the  largest  service  to  the  state 
will  be  rendered. 

Very  briefly  concerning  courses  of  study  and  teachers.  The 
classical  course  should  be  foremost  It  should  be  the  hub  of  the 
wheel.  It  gives  more  mental  power  and  training  than  any  other. 
High  schools  face  towards  the  world  of  business,  not  the  college 
doors.  Preparation  for  college  is  the  exception,  not  the  rule. 
The  academy  faces  towards  the  college.  If  the  classical  course 
is  to  be  recruited  and  have  its  proper  prestige  and  power,  the 
academy  must  bring  it  to  pass.  But  the  scientific  and  English 
course  has  its  proper  place  in  an  academy.  Scientific  knowledge 
has  conquered  many  new  fields  in  recent  years.  If  the  disciplin- 
ary value  of  the  modern  languages  bfe  low  their  practical  value 
is  high.  Even  conservative  New  England  has  added  these  to 
her  academy  work,  on  a  parity  with  the  older  classical  course. 
Witness  the  Phillips  Andover  and  Exeter  of  to-day.  Besides 
these,  at  least  in  the  West,  the  normal,  business,  and  musical 
courses  may  be  placed.  They  are  demanded;  they  have  their 
value.  If  placed  there  they  should  not  be  a  trap  to  catch  the 
unwary,  but  should  be  pushed  each  by  its  special  teacher,  and 
have  genuineness  and  reality.  It  is,  however,  proper  and  desira- 
ble that  those  who  have  finished  one  of  these  lesser  be  urged  to 
take  one  of  the  better  courses  in  which  the  academy  should  find 
its  chief  field  and  do  its  chief  worL 
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Concerning  teachers  I  have  but  one  suggestion:  that  earnest 
Christian  character  be  as  surely  demanded  as  intellectual  fitness. 
It  would  be  folly  to  make  mere  piety  and  goodness  the  sole  quali- 
fication, regardless  of  knowledge  and  fitness  for  teaching.  It  is 
equal  folly  to  think  only  of  mere  intellectual  training  and  forget 
Christian  character.  In  the  Christian  academy  and  college  at 
least  these  two  tests  should  be  so  wedded  in  equal  union  that  no 
trustee  can  put  asunder. 

Concerning  endowments  one  point  only.  Interest-bearing 
funds  are  the  key  to  success.  In  this  material  age,  when 
so  many  worship  at  the  shrine  of  bigness  and  external 
appearance,  institutions  may  be  generally  measured  by  the 
size  and  beauty  of  their  buildings  more  than  the  quality  of 
their  teachers,  and  it  may  be  necessary  te  attract  the  eye  of  the 
groundling  in  order  te  get  access  to  his  mind.  Nevertheless 
every  additional  building  and  every  additional  foot  of  building 
space  increases  fixed  charges  for  care  and  maintenance,  widens  the 
gap  between  income  and  outgo,  and  makes  the  chances  of  ulti- 
mate success  more  hazardous.  On  the  other  hand  every  dollar  of 
invested  funds,  dropping  year  by  year  its  golden  fruit,  somewhat 
closes  the  gap  between  income  and  outgo;  brings  nearer  the  day 
of  assured  foundations  and  assured  success. 

It  may  not  be  usual,  but  it  is  certainly  business  sense,  if  an 
academy  has  $10,000  to  start  with,  te  put  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  into  a  plain  little  building  and  securely  invest  seven  or 
eight  thousand  dollars  to  help  pay  our  rent  expenses.  If  $25,000 
are  at  hand  te  begin  with,  $20,000  in  permanent  funds  and 
$5,000  in  buildings  is  certainly  better  than  the  reverse  order. 
There  is  a  little  academy  at  Hull,  Iowa,  that  is  wise  in  its  genera- 
tion. Twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  was  secured  a  few  years 
ago  to  start  the  institution.  Seven  thousand  dollars  was  put  into 
building  and  grounds,  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  into  endow- 
jftenl  funds.  That  academy  is  flourishing  and  will  be  alive  and 
11 
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vigorous  when  others  with  good  buildings  and  no  endowments 
are  dead  and  buried.  There  are  not  a  few  instances  in  older 
states  of  academies  that  have  had  their  period  of  decay  and  even 
been  closed  for  a  time,  but  which  revived  and  came  to  assured 
success  because  a  little  permanent  fund  of  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars kept  their  roots  alive  till  sunshine  and  warmth  came.  A 
small  permanent  fund  will  give  an  academy  a  pretty  firm  hold  on 
life.  It  is,  however,  true  that  there  comes  a  time  in  the  growth 
of  every  state  and  section,  when,  whatever  was  true  of  earlier 
days,  it  must  permanently  go  to  the  rear  unless  it  can  swell  its 
permanent  funds  and  enlarge  its  plant.  Five  thousand  dollars  or 
$10,000  may  do  the  first  generation,  but  in  the  second  $20,000 
to  $50,000  in  permanent  funds  will  be  needed  if  it  is  to  keep 
near  the  front. 

My  final  point  is  an  organic  tie  between  college  and  tributary 
academies.  That  tie  is  very  strong  in  early  years  when  the  col- 
lege and  academy  are  in  the  same  place.  We  notice  everywhere 
a  tendency  to  slacken  these  bonds  as  the  college  department 
grows.  It  has,  however,  been  the  writer's  thought  for  some 
time  that  it  would  be  well  if  an  organic  tie  existed  between  the 
college  and  the  academy  fifty,  one  hundred,  or  two  hundred  miles 
away.  The  usual  fact  is  that  a  young  college  in  a  new  state  is 
jealous  of  an  academy,  fearing  lest  its  meagre  support  be  some- 
what lessened.  Grown  stronger,  it  has  hollow  praise  for  the 
academy's  work,  but  no  cash.  Would  it  not  be  better,  would 
not  sympathy  and  success  be  greater  if  their  interests  were  mside 
one  ?  If  they  should  agree  to  share  gifts  for  current  expenses 
and  permanent  purposes  in  some  equitable  way,  and  then  when 
there  was  but  half  a  loaf  share  each  other's  lack,  when  a  loaf  and 
a  half  divide  the  surplus;  would  it  not  be  advantageous  to  both? 
Would  there  not  be  given  every  way  in  a  clear  division  of  fields 
in  which  to  canvass  for  funds,  the  academy  being  confined,  we  will 
eay,  to  the  local  association  and  the  college  having  the  freedom 
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of  the  larger  state  unit.  Suppose  a  fairly  strong  college,  like 
Iowa,  Knox,  or  Beloit  should  forget  its  insatiable  longing  for 
more,  and  get  $100,000  for  five  tributary  academies,  should  make 
each  $20,000,  get  as  much  more  for  building  and  additional  en- 
dowment from  the  town  in  which  the  academy  was  located,  should 
make  the  income  of  the  $20,000  held  in  trust  pay  the  salary  of 
the  academy  principal,  should  agree  to  find  $500  a  year  for  cur- 
rent expenses,  paying  last  bills  only  when  the  academy  had  raised 
an  equal  amount  on  its  own  local  field,  should  covenant  to  set 
aside  a  certain  reasonable  portion  of  all  their  gifts  for  college 
endowments  and  new  buildings  for  like  purposes  in  the  acade- 
mies, when  and  only  when  they  won  them  by  certain  reasonable 
amounts  raised  on  their  own  academy  fields  in  order  to  secure 
their  proportion,  would  it  not  strengthen  rather  than  weaken  that 
college?  Would  those  colleges  not  be  stronger  to-day  if  they 
had  had  the  faith  and  courage  to  establish  such  relations  in 
earlier  years  of  weakness?  There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  in- 
creaseth  and  a  withholding  that  tendeth  to  poverty  in  education 
as  well  as  some  other  thinga  In  such  an  organic  union  there 
could  be^  local  boards  for  the  academies  with  large  freedom  in 
xpost  things,  and  yet  subject  to  control  in  matters  relating  to  the 
interests  of  all,  and  there  would  naturally  be  a  close  adjustment 
of  courses  in  aflSliated  academies  in  order  that  students  might 
pass  by  a  smooth  and  easy  path  from  academy  below  to  college 
above. 

I  know  of  but  one  instance  of  this  adjustment.  CoUey  uni- 
versity in  Maine  is  a  strong  small  college  at  Waterville,  with  half 
to  three-quarters  of  a  million  in  property  and  300  to  400  stu- 
dents It  has  linked  to  it  three  academies  in  organic  relationship 
One  is  at  Waterville,  one  in  the  eastern,  and  one  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  state.  The  academies  had  grown  sponta- 
neously and  lived  at  a  poor  dying  rate  for  many  years.  The  uni- 
versity management  then  took  them  in  hand,  raised  permanent 
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funds,  holding  them  in  trust  for  them,  helped  them  to  get  new 
buildings,  and  sent  them  on  the  road  to  assured  prosperity.  Four 
years  ago  they  had  about  $200,000  worth  of  property  which  has 
since  been  largely  increased  and  445  students.  I  was  told  by 
their  treasurer  not  long  6igo  that  President  Harper  had  made 
minute  inquiries  concerning  their  plan  and* its  workings.  It  is 
not  impossible  that  this  young  Napoleon  of  education,  whose 
magical  touch  opens  so  many  big  pocketbooks,  will  yet  launch  on 
the  world  a  plan  of  ten  or  twenty  affliated  academies  or  academic 
colleges  as  the  university  is  calling  them,  ending  with  the  sopho- 
more year,  with  |50,000  or  $100,000  held  in  trust  for  each  by 
the  university  board.  Such  a  plan  would  assure  the  permanent 
leadership  of  the  new  university  and  be  a  potent  force  in  shaping 
our  future  educational  system. 

THE  BLAKE  SCHOOL. 
Henry  N.  Blake,  Principal. 

This  is  a  select  preparatory  and  normal  school  for  both  sexes, 
located  in  the  city  of  Beatrice. 

The  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  eleven 
years,  since  the  opening  of  the  school,  is  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine.  Two  hundred  and  twelve  of  them  were  non-residents.  One 
hundred  and  three  past  members  having  passed  examination  and 
received  certificates  from  the  county  superintendent,  have  been 
or  are  now  serving  as  teachers  in  this  and  adjoining  states. 

There  are  classes  in  all  the  English  branches,  including  the 
higher  studies,  with  elocution,  singing,  calisthenics,  penmanship, 
and  bookkeeping;  also  in  Latin,  and  German. 

Students  are  fitted  for  the  University.  Graduates  from  this 
school  can  enter  the  "  University  of  Nebraska  "  without  examina- 
tion. 
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Special  attention  is  given  to  the  Normal  review  class  for  those 
wishing  to  become  teachers. 

Pupils  are  received  at  any  age  down  to  the  youngest  beginners. 

The  pupils  are  not  graded  after  the  ordinary  manner  but  are 
classified  so  that  each  pupil  stands  upon  his  merits  and  is  ad- 
vanced according  to  the  mark^  received  in  the  branches  pursuecj. 
There  is  no  fixed  and  unalterable  schedule  of  studies,  nor  is  there 
uniformity  of  classes  whereby  dull  and  unworthy  pupils  are  given 
equal  promotion  with  those  who  are  bright  and  proficient  The 
pupil  is  not  overloaded  with  studies  but  is  given  such  branches  as 
he  or  she  may  pursue  to  greatest  advantage.  Principles,  theories, 
and  facts  are  taught  largely  by  topics  without  specia,l  reference 
to  certain  text-books,  and  each  member  of  the  school  is  placed  in 
the  class  for  which  he  is  fitted  without  regard  to  age.  These  are 
some  of  the  features  of  the  system  of  ^hich  a  practical  expe- 
rience of  many  years  has  demonstrated  conduce  to  great 
thoroughness  and  independent  scholarship.  The  course  of  study, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  and  higher  English  branches,  includes 
German  and  Latin.  Prof.  Blake  has  in  Mrs.  Lila  S.  Todd  an  able 
and  faithful  assistant  who  has  charge  of  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment, and  is  also  instructor  of  Latin.  Miss  Louise  F.  Wiebe,  a 
finished  German  scholar,  has  charge  of  the  German  classes. 

The  very  essential  matter  of  perfect  ventilation  has  been  given 
special  attention  at  this  institution.  The  floors,  walls,  and  roof 
of  the  building  are  as  near  air  tight  as  can  be,  while  for  ventila- 
tion the  pure  air  is  taken  from  the  outside,  and  passing  up  through 
the  furnace  becomes  pure  warm  air  to  enter  the  rooms,  perfect 
air  currents  being  secured  by  large  ventilating  flues,  which  can 
be  opened  or  closed  at  will. 
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OOTNEE  UNIVERSITY. 
David  R.  Dungan,  President 

This  institution,  located  at  Bethany,  a  suburb  of  Lincoln,  was 
founded  in  1888  and  was  opened  October  6,  1889.  It  has  the 
following  departments:  .  Classical,  modern  classical  scientific* 
commercial,  normal,  biblical,  music  and  art,  and  medical;  it  ha^ 
thirteen  professors  besides  sixteen  lectures  in  medical  course. 

The  University  had  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  students  in  at- 
tendance during  the  last  term. 

DOANE  COLLEGE. 
D.  B.  Perey,  President 

It  was  the  first  denominational  college  in  the  state  to  do  regu- 
lar college  work.  Located  by  the  General  Association  of  Con- 
gregational churches  of  Nebraska  in  1872,  it  is  situated  upon 
high  table  land  just  east  of  the  city  of  Crete  and  overlooks  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  and  fertile  regions  in  the  state.  Its  campus 
of  ninety  acres,  rising  in  well  rounded  knolls  and  falling  away 
in  slight  ravines,  which  contain  choice  springs  of  water,  with  its 
large  growth  of  forest  trees  and  winding  vines  bordered  by  shade 
trees — combines  beauty  and  utility  in  a  large  degree.  One  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  neighboring  river  and  fourteen  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  it  is  a  good  health  resort. 

The  college  has  three  substantial  brick  buildings.  One  of 
these  is  used  for  recitation  rooms,  library,  museum,  and  dormi- 
tories for  young  men.  A  second  has  a  complete  equipment  for 
the  study  of  astronomy.  This  observatory  building  is  also  the 
central  weather  station  of  Nebraska.  The  third  building  contains 
the  chapel  and  dining  hall  and  is  the  home  for  the  ladies'  depart- 
ment.    The  institution  is  therefore  co-educational. 
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It  has  an  able  faculty  consisting  of  graduates  from  more  than 
half  a  dozen  prominent  colleges  east  and  west 

There  are  four  regular  courses  of  study. 

The  Classical  Course  covers  the  usual  four  years  of  classical 
sTiudy,  and  requires  three  years  of  preparatory  worL 

The  Scientific  Course  occupies  the  same  time  as  the  classical; 
omitting  Greek,  it  gives  prominence  to  German,  French,  mathe- 
matics, and  advanced  sciences. 

The  Normal  Course,  extending  over  four  years,  provides  for  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  fundamental  English  branches,- 
with  a  view  to  teaching. 

The  Business  Course,  occupying  two  years,  is  designed  to 
prepare  for  business  life. 

The  college  has  also  a  conservatory  of  music  which  seeks  to 
afford  every  possible  advantage  to  those  who  wish  to  secure  a  well 
grounded  musical  education. 

The  library  numbers  six  thousand  volumes  and  three  thousand 
pamphlets,  and  students  are  encouraged  to  make  large  use  of  it. 

The  museum  includes  about  four  thousand  species  of  plant  and 
animal  life,  in  part  carefully  classified,  in  part  used  for  purposes 
of  study. 

There  are  extensive  facilities  for  practice  in  the  biological  lab- 
oratory— ^microscopes,  microtomes,  reagents,  and  dissecting  instru- 
ments. 

The  college  has  surveyor's  transits,  chain,  and  level,  physical 
apparatus  to  a  limited  extent,  and  sufficient  chemical  apparatus  to 
perform  all  experiments  needful  to  illustrate  the  principles  of 
general  chemistry  and  qualitative  analysis. 

The  college  is  especially  fortunate  in  its  weather  bureau.  Not 
only  has  it  the  regular  weather  service  equipment,  but  recently  self - 
registering  instruments  of  various  fluids  have  been  introduced,  as 
the  self -registering  barometer,  the  self -registering  rain  gauge  and 
the  self -registering  sunshine  recorder.      Perhaps  there  is  no  other 
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station  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  equally  well  furnished.  This 
department  is  closely  connected  with  the  weather  bureau  at  Wash- 
ington, receiving  weather  bulletins  from  that  source  and  distrib- 
uting them  over  the  state,  and  at  the  same  time  gathering  in 
information  from  nearly  a  hundred  regular  observers  in  various 
parts  of  Nebraska  and  transmitting  the  same  to  Washington. 
The  general  government  generously  details  an  officer  to  do  this 
work.  While  unsectarian,  the  institution  is  conducted  upon  dis- 
tinctively Christian  principles,  its  trustees  and  instructors  believ- 
'ing  that  the  highest  results  of  intellectual  training  can  be  secured 
only  as  Christian  character  is  developed. 

Intellectually  the  aim  is  to  do  a  high  grade  of  college  work, 
and  the  institution  has  an  unusually  large  percentage  of  students 
in  its  college  department — the  past  year  eighty-three  out  of  a 
total  attendance  of  two  hundred  and  two. 

The  college  has  made  good  progress  in  securing  permanent 
endowments.  Its  interest  bearing  funds  now  amount  to  $61,000 
while  its  total  assets  in  endowment,  buildings,  equipment,  and 
lands  are  not  less  than  $200,000.  No  year  has  been  better  than 
the  past  as  regards  high  grade  students,  the  addition  of  appli- 
ances, and  the  increase  of  funds. 

PEANKLIN  ACADEMY. 
Alexis  C.  Habt,  Principal. 

The  Franklin  Academy  Association  was  founded  in  the  year 
1880,  its  avowed  object  being  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christian 
education.  The  desires  of  the  founders  was  to  build  and  maintain 
a  school  for  secondary  instruction  that  should  be  second  to  none 
in  the  west,  in  the  quality  of  its  intellectual  work,  and  which 
should  at  the  same  time  exert  a  strong  and  beneficent  Christian 
influence  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  its  students. 
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The  academy  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  Congregational 
churches  of  the  state,  and  while  in  a  sense  denominational  it  is 
in  no  sense  sectarian.  The  religious  preferences  and  beliefs  of 
the  students  are  always  respected,  and  nearly  all  denominations 
are  represented  among  the  students. 

The  work  of  the  academy  is  first  that  of  college  preparatory 
scliool,  and  its  rank  in  this  respect  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  it 
stands  first  in  the  list  of  "  accredited  schools^'  as  published  by  the 
state  Uniyersity,  and  that  its  graduates  are  accepted  without 
question  or  condition  in  all  the  leading  colleges  of  the  west. 

It  also  ranks  high  as  a  Normal  School,  giving  a  course  cover- 
ing three  years  of  work  after  the  preparatory  English  studies  are 
completed,  and  including  the  elements  of  mental  and  political 
science  and  the  theory  and  art  of  teaching. 

Courses  in  instrumental  and  vocal  music  are  arranged  and  very 
excellent  instruction  in  these  lines  is  given.  The  business  course 
includes,  in  addition  to  the  branches  required  for  a  second  grade 
teachers'  certificate,  thorough  drill  in  commercial  law  and  the 
science  of  accounts. . 

Perhaps  a  summary  of  the  work  actually  done  by  students 
during  the  last  three  years  may  show  better  the  range  of  the 
academy  work.  Besides  the  common  English  branches,  the  fol- 
lowing subjects  have  been  completed. 

In  mathematics:  Wentworth's  Elementary  Algebra,  Geometry, 
and  Trigonometry,  and  Wells's  University  Algebra. 

In  the  classics:  Latin,  four  books  of  Csesar,  six  orations  of 
Cicero,  four  books  of  Virgil  and  Jones*  Prose  Composition  com- 
plete. Greek:  The  required  preparatory  work  in  Xenophon  and 
Homer,  thirty  lessons  in  Boese's  Greek  Composition  and  some 
work  in  the  New  Testament. 

In  science:  The  work  is  mostly  done  in  the  laboratories,  from 
two  to  three  hours'  work  per  day  being  required  of  each  student 
in  the  following  branches,  except  the  two  last  named.     The  fol- 
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lowing  text-books  are  used  as  guides:  Colton's  Zoology,  Q-age^s 
Physical  Science,  Runin's  Chemistry,  Gray's  Lessons  and  Manual 
of  Botany,  LeCarete's  Compound  of  Geology,  and  Young's  Ele- 
mentary Astronomy.  In  modem  languages,  besides  thorough 
drill  in  English  grammar  and  elementary  rhetoric,  about  fifty 
weeks  in  German  is  given. 

In  the  Humanities  it  is  difficult  to  state  the  work  done,  since 
so  much  of  it  is  library  work,  the  student  so  far  as  possible  using 
the  methods  of  original  reading  and  research.  In  brief,  about 
twenty-five  (25)  weeks  have  been  given  to  the  study  of  each  of 
the  following  subjects:  general  history,  civics,  and  economics, 
American  and  English  literature,  and  psychology  and  education. 

Eight  teachers  are  employed,  five  of  them  being  college  grad- 
uates, and  men  and  women  of  exceptional  ability  and  enthusiasm. 

During  the  calendar  year  1898,  one  hundred  and  eighty -five 
students  were  enrolled  and  ten  were  graduated.  The  school  owns 
and  occupies  five  buildings ;  three  large  ones,  a  school  building 
and  two  dormitories,  one  for  each  sex,  and  two  smaller  ones  occu- 
pied by  the  music  department.  After  deducting  all  indebtedness 
the  academy  holds  property,  real  estate  equipment  and  endow- 
ment notes,  to  the  amount  of  $20,000.00,  and  while  still  dependent 
in  large  measures  upon  the  gifts  of  benevolent  friends  for  its 
income,  it  is  rapidly  approaching  the  era  of  self  support 

Pounded  as  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  pioneers 
and  homesteaders,  it  has  always  been  the  effort  of  the  manage- 
ment to  bring  the  advantages  of  the  school  within  the  reach  of 
the  poorest  young  man  or  young  women  who  had  the  necessary 
energy,  pluck,  and  enthusiasm  for  true  scholarship;  consequently 
the  effort  has  been  to  keep  the  expenses  as  low  as  possible.  One 
hundred  dollars  per  year  has  paid  all  charges  of  the  institution 
for  tuition,  room,  and  board  for  four  years  past;  and  many  stu- 
dents earn  enough  to  pay  all  or  nearly  all  their  bills.  Recently 
the  academy  has  been  put  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  academies  on 
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the  roll  of  the*  Americcm  College  and  Education  Society ;  and 
with  the  assistance  of  this  great  national  society  the  futore  of  the 
academy  would  be  assured,  were  it  not  already  assured  by  the 
steady  progress  and  the  excellent  record  it  has  made  and  is 
making. 

The  aim  of  the  school  is  not  to  make  money ;  but  to  make  men 
and  women  of  culture  and  strength  of  character  sufficient  to  give 
them  the  lead  in  the  world's  best  work.  That  it  is  doing  this,  its 
friends  and  all  who  have  watched  its  course  with  sympathy 
heartily  believe. 

GATES  COLLEGE. 

H.  K.  Warren,  President. 

This  institution  is  located  at  Neligh,  Nebraska.  It  was  founded 
in  the  year  1881  by  the  Columbus  Association  of  Congregational 
churches,  then  covering  nearly  all  of  North  Nebraska,  and  was 
open  for  instruction  in  September,  1882.  Its  board  of  trustees, 
four-fifths  of  whom  by  charter  requirement  must  be  members  of 
the  Congregational  church  in  Nebraska,  is  as  follows: 

A.  McGill Creighton 

F.  I.  Poss. Crete 

William  B.  Lambert Neligh 

Mrs.  G.  W.  E.  Dorsey Fremont 

Bev.  W.  J.  Turner Neligh 

Rev.  J.  T.  Duryea,  D.  D Omaha 

Rev.  Henry  Griffiths Neligh 

William  C.  Gallaway Neligh 

Rev.  S.  J.  Hanford Aurora 

President  H.  K.  Warren Neligh 

Prof.  George  A.  Gregory Neligh 

Bev.  Harmon  Bross Lincoln 

C.  M.  Densmore Stanton 


Digitized  by 


Google 


172  REPORT  OF  THE 

Rev.  M.  L.  Holt 1 NeUgh 

Colonel  S.  S.  Cotton Norfolk 

Its  faculty,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  as  follows: 

Henry  K.  Warren,  A.M.,  President  and  Professor  of  Mental 
and  Moral  Philosophy. 

George  A.  Gregory,  B.  S.,  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

Herbert  H.  White,  A.M.,  Professor  of  Latin  and  Greek. 

Charles  R  Clapp,  A.  M.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Science. 

M.  Belle  Chellis,  Preceptress  and  Instructor  in  Latin  and  Lite- 
rature. 

Ezra  B.  Geer,  Professor  of  Music. 

Paul  H.  Pinfrock,  Principal  of  Business  Department 

Mrs.  Ida  F.  Finfrock,  Stenography  and  Typewriting. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Geer,  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Jenkins,  Assistant  Teachers  of 
Instrumental  Music. 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Gregory,  Teacher  of  Art. 

Eev.  W.  J.  Turner,  Instructor  in  Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy. 

In  the  college  department  two  courses  of  four  years  each — a 
classical  and  scientific — are  offered.  The  former  requires  ten 
terms  of  Latin  and  Greek,  the  latter  offers  in  their  stead  modem 
languages  and  science.  For  each  of  these  courses  three  years  of 
preparatory  work  are  required.  One  requires  two  years  of 
Greek,  the  other  substitutes  German,  physics,  and  physiology 
therefor. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  preparing  to  teach,  an  elementary 
normal  course  of  two  years  and  an  advanced  normal  course  of 
four  years  are  sustained.  A  musical  course  of  high  grade  is  also 
offered,  while  those  looking  towards  business  find  a  two-year 
business  course  adapted  to  their  needs.  The  grade  and  quality 
of  the  courses  are  shown  by  the  fact  that  students  have  repeatedly 
entered  corresponding  classes  in  the  best  of  our  older  colleges 
without  loss  of  position.  This  year  one  has  thus  entered  the 
junior  class  in  Oberlin  and  another  the  sophomore  class  in  Knox. 
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The  number  of  studenfs  during  the  past  year  has  been  239,  or  if 
the  attendance  during  the  summer  normal  term  be  included,  302- 
Of  these  thirty-three  have  been  in  regular  college  classes  and  the 
rest  in  preparatory,  normal,  business,  and  musical  courses.  Nearly 
all  sections  of  North  Nebraska  have  been  represented  and  five  or 
six  states. 

The  charge  for  tuition  varies  from  $16  to  $22  a  year.  Inci- 
dental fees  are  $2.75  a  term  or  $8.25  a  year.  Board  has  never  been 
above  $2  a  week  in  the  college  boarding  club.  The  yearly  cost 
of  tuition,  incidentals,  board,  room,  fuel,  lights,  books,  and  sta- 
tionery varies  from  $100  to  $150  and  will  not  average  above 
$125.  The  poUege  owns  three  buildings — a  recitation  hall,  a 
ladies'  hall,  and  a  small  laboratory.  Their  cost  was  $18,500. 
Land,  apparatus,  and  equipment  are  valued  at  $9,500.  During 
the  past  year  the  citizens  of  Neligh  have  erected  a  substantial 
brick  gymnasium,  costing  $2,500,  for  the  use  of  the  college  and 
the  citizens;  and  hereafter  regular  gymnastic  work  is  to  be  re- 
quired of  all  students  in  the  institution.  During  the  past  year 
or  two  $40,000  in  endowment  notes  and  pledges  have  been  se- 
cured,  which  are  beginning  to  be  paid  in.  Towards  this  the 
faculty  have  pledged  about  one-third  of  their  salaries,  and  students 
now  in  attendance,  many  of  whom  are  earning  theit  way,  prom- 
ise from  $1  to  $25  a  year,  in  all  between  $2,000  and  $3,000.  The 
cost  of  conducting  the  institution  during  the  last  year  was  a  little 
over  $10,000,  of  which  $6,285  was  the  gift  of  friends  and  about 
$4,000  the  receipts  from  tuition  and  other  charges. 

The  opportunity  of  Gates  college  arises  from  the  fact  that  all 
the  other  institutions  of  college  grade  in  the  state  are  in  South 
Nebraska.  South  Nebraska  has  six  times  as  many  representa- 
tives in  her  colleges  as  North  Nebraska  has  in  those  same  insti- 
tutions. Gates  college  seeks  to  till  this  field  so  little  reached  by 
the  other  colleges  of  the  state  and  every  year  adds  to  the  roll  of 
friends  who  bid  her  God  speed. 
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NEBRASKA  NORMAL  COLLEGE. 
J.  M.  Pile,  President,  Wayne,  Nebraska. 

In  September,  1891,  a  corporation  was  formed  by  the  citizens 
of  Wayne  and  vicinity,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  furnishing  a  college  building.  The 
citizens  subscribed  liberally  for  the  pui^se  and  with  the  $25,000 
thus  raised,  land  was  bought  and  building  erected.  The  building 
is  located  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  the  depot  and  two 
blocks  east  of  Main  street  The  foundation  was  built  in  the  fall 
of  1891  and  allowed  to  settie  until  the  spring  of  1892  when  the 
work  was  continued  and  the  building  completed,  and  delivered  to 
the  trustees  on  August  27,  1892.  The  building  has  four  floors. 
The  first  floor  contains  the  science  room,  shorthand  and  type- 
writing rooms,  and  rooms  for  a  family.  The  second  floor  con- 
tains the  president's  oflSce,  the  secretary's  office,  library  room,  four 
large  recitation  rooms,  and  cloak  room.  The  third  floor  contains 
the  chapel,  commercial  room,  and  cloak  room.  The  chapel  and 
commercial  rooms  are  connected  with  large  sliding  doors,  that 
the  two  rooms  may  be  used  as  one  audience  room.  The  seating 
capacity  is  650.  The  fourth  floor  contains  six  large  rooms,  two 
for  the  art  department  and  four  for  the  music  department  The 
entire  four  floors  are  heated  with  steam.  The  trustees  have  fur- 
nished building  throughout  with  appropriate  furniture  and  ap- 
paratus. 

The  college  building  with  the  dormitories  represents  an  invest- 
ment of  more  than  $30,000.00.  All  this  property  is  now  under 
the  direct  management  of  the  president  of  the  college  and  is  used 
exclusively  for  the  college. 

In  the  fall  of  1891,  temporary  quarters  were  secured  and  the 
college  opened  for  students  on  the  lOfch  of  November.  During 
the  ten  months  from  the  opening  until  the  new  buildings  were 
occupied  more  than  350  students  were  enrolled,  representing  six 
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states  and  sixty-nine  counties.  The  college  now  has  a  strong 
faculty,  and  each  department  is  fully  organized  and  in  charge  of 
a  specialist. 

There  are  ten  teachers  employed  with  an  enrollment  for  last 
year  of  about  400  students. 

After  completing  a  scientific  course  in  this  school  the  student 
may  enter  either  the  classical,  mathematical,  or  special  science 
course. 

NOETH  NEBRASKA  NORMAL  COLLEGE. 
E.  A.  Whitwam,  President 

This  institution,  located  at  Madison,  Madison  County,  Ne- 
braska, has  just  entered  upon  its  sixth  year.  It  owed  its  origin 
to  an  arrangement  made  by  the  citizens  of  Madison  with  Rev.  E. 
A.  Whitwam,  at  the  time  president  of  Mc^endree  College,  111. 
A  subscription  was  raised  amounting  in  all  to  about  $6,000  and 
hj  careful  management  it  was  made  to  amount  to  much  more. 

A  fine  three  story  brick  building  was  erected,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1887  the  first  term  opened. 

It  was  a  venture  that  caused  the  corporation  much  misgiving, 
as  Madison  county  was  far  less  thickly  settled  than  now,  but  the 
college  has  more  than  met  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its 
most  sanguine  friends. 

An  unusual  number  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  such  an  en- 
terprise have  been  met,  some  of  them  at  times  threatening  the 
perpetuity  of  the  institution,  but  it  starts  on  its  sixth  year  under 
the  same  management  which  first  threw  its  flag  to  the  breeze, 
with  most  of  the  difficulties  removed,  and  the  largest  attendance 
in  its  history. 

As  to  its  grade  and  work,  it  holds  a  charter  conferring  on  it  all 
the  powers  of  a  university,  and  it  aims  to  be  a  college  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  that  term. 
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The  course  of  study  of   this  institution  will  compare  favorably, 
with  those  of  all  respectable  colleges.     The  institution  has  grad- 
uated eleven,  while  a  very  large  number  have  taken  from  a  term 
to  two  years  or  more  of  work  in  its  halls. 

It  possesses  a  very  fine  library  of  well  selected  books  covering 
almost  every  phase  of  work  required  of  a  student.  For  illustra- 
tion it  has  many  charts,  and  an  excellent  laboratory  for  illustra- 
tion of  physics  and  chemistry,  and  probably  the.  finest  geological 
cabinet  in  the  state  outside  of  the  State  University. 

The  principal  departments  are  the  college  of  liberal  arts,  the 
school  of  science,  the  school  of  belle  lettres  the  school  of  ped- 
agogy, the  school  of  art,  the  conservatory  of  music,  the  commer- 
cial college,  and  the  school  of  civil  law. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  graduates  in  course,  the  institution 
has  conferred  four  honorary  degrees. 

The  college  property  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  to  be  found 
anywhere,  the  college  crowning  a  hill  just  south  of  the  city,  from 
which  one  of  the  most  beautiful  views  imaginable  is  before  the 
eye,  look  in  whatever  direction  it  may. 

UNIVERSITY   OF  OMAHA. 

David  R.  Keer,  President 

Bellevue  college,  founded  by  the  Presbyterians  of  Nebraska 
in  1883,  as  a  corporation  became  the  University  of  Omaha  in 
March,  1892.  The  old  name  remains,  under  the  new  charter,  as 
the  name  of  the  "Department  of  Letters,  Arts,  Science,  and 
Philosophy." 

The  University,  as  now  organized,  comprises  Omaha  Medical 
College,  Omaha  Law  School,  and  Bellevue  College. 

The  Medical  College  has  sixty  students,  a  faculty  of  twency^ 
five  instructors,  and  furnishes  the  best  opportunities  for  medical 
education. 
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The  Law  School  opened  in  September,  1892,  with  ten  students, 
has  an  able  corps  of  instructors,  and  will  be  uncompromisingly 
devoted  to  a  high  standard  of  preparation  for  the  law.  Judge 
Maxwell  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska  is  one  of  the  lec- 
turers. 

Bellevue  College  believes  that  morality  is  as  important  as 
intelligence,  that  the  moral  faculties  may  be  educated  along  with 
the  intellectual,  and  that  education  is  imperfect  which  does  not 
attend  thoroughly  to  both.  The  Bible  is  made  a  text-book  in  the 
same  sense  that  history  and  philosophy  are  text-books.  The  cur- 
riculum embraces  every  department  of  study  required  by  the 
times.  The  Academy  furnishes  instruction  in  art  and  music  and 
in  all  requirements  for  business  and  teaching  and  prepares  for 
freshman  class  in  the  best  colleges.  The  requirements  for  enter- 
ing the  freshman  class  of  Bellevue  college  are  slightly  in  ad- 
vance of  the  requirements  for  entering  a  university  course  in 
Nebraska  State  University,  and  are  equal  to  those  of  the  best 
eastern  institutions.  The  average  student  entering  Bellevue 
academy  at  twelve  years  of  age  will  be  graduated  from  the  col- 
lege at  nineteen,  thus  securing  economy  of  time  and  the  highest 
Bcholarship.  The  expense  does  not  exceed  $100  a  year  more  than 
is  necessary  to  live  respectably  on  a  farm. 

The  management  is  by  the  dormitory -system.  Every  student 
is  .  brought  into  intimate  association  with  teachers,  and  is  gov- 
erned through  hi^  honor.  No  student  can  remain  in  the  institu- 
tion who  does  not  show  a  wish  to  be  honorable  in  every  particu- 
lar.    The  weak  are  helped  and  the  wilfully  bad  are  sent  home. 

The  prospects  of  the  institution  are  very  good.  The  present 
attendance,  seventy,  is  fully  equal  to  the  facilities.  Additional 
buildings  are  being  provided. 

The  Omaha  Theological  Seminary,  organized  in  1891,  though 

not  a  corporate  part  of  the  University  of  Omaha,  is  a  part  of  the 
12 
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same  educational  movement  and  has  an  attendance  of  fourteen 
students. 

WEEPING  WATEE  ACADEMY. 

George  Hindley,  Principal. 

Weeping  Water  Academy  was  organized  in  1885,  commencing 
work  in  September  of  that  year.  The  attendance  each  year  has 
averaged  seventy.  Since  its  organization  twenty-six  have  grad- 
uated. The  curriculum  is  such  that  the  graduates  are  admitted 
fully  to  the  freshman  class  in  several  of  our  best  colleges  with- 
out examinations.  The  school  is  under  the  control  of  the  Con- 
gregational denomination.  Rev.  George  Hindley  has  been  its 
principal  since  its  organization,  his  assistants  being  generally 
chosen  from  the  graduates  of  eastern  colleges.  The  standing  of 
the  school  is  such  that  it  receives  the  patronage  of  the  best  fami- 
lies in  the  surrounding  country.  The  prospects  of  the  school 
have  never  been  brighter  than  at  present  This  school  is  located 
at  Weeping  Water. 

THE  NEBRASKA  WESLEYAN  UNIVERSITY. 

C.  F.  Cbeighton,  Chancellor. 

The  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University,  located  at  University 
Place,  is  the  one  institution  for  higher  education  in  the  st^te 
under  control  of  the  M.  E.  church.  It  provides  in  the  College 
of  Liberal  Arts,  classical,  philosophical,  scientific,  and  literary 
courses;  also  non-resident  and  post-graduate  work.  It  has  special 
departments  in  art,  music,  elocution,  and  manual  training.  It  pro- 
vides also  a  special  normal  course.  It  has  a  preparatory  depart- 
ment with  a  three  years'  course.  Under  the  same  management 
is  the  academy  at  Douglas,  Nebraska.  The  plan  contemplates 
several  such  allied  academies  throughout  the  state.     Total  enroU- 
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meat  last  year  in  all  departments  about  400.    Value  of  properties 
and  endowments  $500,000. 

YORK  COLLEGE. 

J.  George,  President 

Up  to  the  fall  of  1890  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,  in  the  state  of  Nebraska,  gave  its  educational  support 
mostly  to  Western  College,  Toledo,  Iowa,  and  to  Gibbon  Col- 
legiate Institute,  an  academy  founded  in  1887  under  the  super- 
vision of  Western  College. 

The  rapidly  growing  interests  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
in  this  state  demanded  a  higher  institution  of  learning  in  its  own 
midst;  to  that  end,  in  August,  1890,  a  meeting  of  prominent 
educators  from  Western  College  and  representative  men  from 
different  parts  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  this  state  was 
held  in  Omaha,  which  resulted  in  the  founding  of  York  College 
at  York,  Nebraska,  and  the  discontinuing  of  Gibbon  Institute. 

Before  the  meeting  at  Omaha  the  city  of  York  had  subscribed 
twenty -thousand  dollars  and  donated  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
lots  to  aid  in  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Steps  were  immediately  taken  for  the  erection  of  the  main 
building  and  for  a  complete  canvass  of  the  county  to  secure  addi- 
tional funds.  The  design  submitted  by  C.  C.  Rittenhouse,  of 
Hastings,  was  accepted  and  the  contract  let  to  E.  W.  Morgan,  of 
York.  The  structure  is  of  brick  and  stone  and  cost  about 
$25,000.  It  was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1892  and  dedicated 
in  June  of  the  same  year. 

The  first  session  of  the  school  opened  September  8,  1890,  in 
G.  W.  Wirt's  business  block,  with  thirteen  pupils  present  the 
first  day ;  the  second  year  opened  with  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
five.  There  has  been  a  steady  ic crease  in  the  attendance  from 
all  parts  pf  the  state. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180  REPORT  OP  THE 

The  curriculum  embraces  eight  courses  of  study,  .viz. :  Class- 
ical, scientific,  normal,  preparatory,  teachers,  commercial,  music, 
and  art.  The  school  year  is  divided  into  three  parts:  fall,  spring, 
and  winter.  The  first  contains  fifteen  weeks  and  the  others 
eleven  weeks  each.  The  te&,ching  force  at  present  consists  of 
twelve  professors  and  instructors.  This  institution  is  located  in 
the  city  of  York. 

INDUSTRIAL     SCHOOLS,    INSTITUTES    FOR    BLIND, 
DEAF  AND  DUMB,  AND  FEEBLE-MINDED. 

These  institutions  may  well  be  called  educational  and  so  prop- 
erly have  a  place  in  this  report,  although  they  do  not  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  department.  They  are  in  no  sense  asy- 
lums in  the  ^ense  in  which  the  term  is  used;  for  their  inmates  are 
taken  through  special  courses  of  instruction  and  training  fitted 
for  their  special  needs  and  are  discharged  from  their  respective 
schools  when  they  are  "fitted  for  usefulness  in  society." 

Brief  articles  from  the  heads  of  these  institutions  may  be  found 
in  this  report. 

UNIVERSITY  AND  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

These  two  state  institutions,  the  one  for  higher  general  edu- 
cation, the  other  for  the  higher  training  of  teachers,  have  made 
their  impression  on  the  state  along  with  the  other  educational 
forces.  The  growth  of  the  former  institution  has  been  marked, 
having  more  than  doubled  its  enrollment  since  the  last  report  of 
this  office.  While  the  normal  school  has  labored  under  some 
peculiar  embarrassments,  these  have  been  removed  or  6vercome 
and  rapid  progress  both  in  numbers  and  in  character  may  con- 
fidently be  looked  for. 
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THE  UNIVEESITY  OF  NEBRASKA. 

Jas.  H.  Canpield,  Chancellor. 

THE   COLLEGES. 

The  University  of  Nebraska  consists  at  present  of  three  under- 
graduate departments  or  colleges,  as  follows: 

The  Academic  College,  including  the  g'>neral  literary  work; 

The  Industrial  College,  including  the  work  in  agriculture; 

The  College  of  Law,  admitting  to  practice  at  the  bar. 

There  are  in  operation  in  connection  with  these  colleges,  pre- 
paratory courses  in  which  instruction  is  provided  for  students 
denied  this  opportunity  in  the  schools  of  their  own  neighborhood. 

A  School  of  Graduate  Instruction,  not  yet  fully  organized,  is 
open  to  graduates  of  these  and  other  colleges. 

There  is  also  a  School  of  Fine  Art  and  Music,  in  which,  pend- 
ing the  opening  of  the  College  of  Fine  Arts,  instruction  is  given 
in  drawing,  painting,  modeling,  and  the  history  of  art,  and  in 
instrumental  and  vocal  music. 

THE   UNIVERSITY   OF   NEBRASKA 

Is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  public  school  system  of  the  state 
as  any  high  school  in  any  community  is  a  part  of  its  system  of 
public  education.  It  is  as  though  one  who  had  completed  his 
work  in  the  graded  school  and  high  school,  having  passed 
through  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  other  grades,  should 
look  about  him  to  see  where  he  could  find  the  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  grades;  and  should  be  told  that  they  are 
in  Lincoln  and  are  called  the  State  University.  With  every  step 
in  education  it  becomes  more  and  more  important  to  provide  more 
liberally  for  instruction,  apparatus,  and  the  general  equipment 
which  has  been  found  helpful  in  advancing  sound  thought  and 
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satisfactory  investigation.  Higher  education  is  necessarily  more 
expensive  than  that  which  is  lower  in  form.  This  is  why  there 
are  few  graded  schools  compared  with  the  rural  or  district  schools; 
why  there  are  fewer  high  schools  compared  with  graded  schools ; 
and  why  there  is  but  one  university. 

The  University  of  Nebraska  has  for  its  sources  of  revenue: 
First,  the  aid  received  from  the  United  States.  This  comes  by  a 
grant  of  seventy-two  sections  of  land  for  the  support  of  the 
State  University,  by  a  grant  of  ninety  thousand  acres  of  land  for 
the  Industrial  College  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 
chanical arts,  and  by  a  special  act  creating  so-called  Morril 
Fund,  which  makes  an  annual  appropriation  for  instruction  in 
certain  branches.  Second,  a  fund  is  derived  from  a  general  tax 
of  three-eighths  of  a  mill  upon  each  dollar  of  valuation  on  the 
assessment  roll  of  the  state.  These  resources  enable  the  Uni- 
versity to  offer  its  privileges  without  charge,  and  this  is  why  it  is 
able  to  print  in  every  circular  and  catalogue  the  words 

TUITION   IS    FREE. 

The  law  establishing  the  University  provides  that  it  may  have 
five  departments:  first  a  College  of  Literature,  Science,  and  Arts; 
second,  an  Industrial  College;  third,  a  College  of  Law;  fourth,  a 
College  of  Medicine;  fifth,  a  College  of  Fine  Arts.  Of  these  the 
first  three  are  in  operation,  a  special  course  offers  preparation 
for  the  best  medical  colleges,  and  opportunities  are  afforded  for 
instruction  in  music,  drawing,  and  painting. 

BUILDINGS   AND   GROUNDS. 

The  principal  buildings  and  appliances  of  the  University  are 

situated  near  the  business  center  of  Lincoln:  occupying  four  en- 
tire blocks  of   ground  within  one  enclosure. 

University  Hall  contains  the  chancellor's  office,  the  office  of 
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the  treasurer  and  superintendent  of  buildings  and  grounds,  the 
several  libraries  and  reading  rooms,  the  chapel,  society  halls,  and 
twenty  lecture  rooms. 

Nebraska  Hall  contains  the  general  museum  and  rooms  for 
agriculture,  botany,  entomology,  geology,  horticulture,  physics, 
and  zoology. 

The  Chemical  Building  is  devoted  exclusively  to  chemistry, 
and  contains  the  several  laboratories  and  offices. 

Grant  Memorial  Hall  is  occupied  by  the  departments  of  mili- 
tary science  and  physical  training. 

The  Boiler  House  contains  seven  steam  boilers  which  supply 
heat  to  all  the  buildings  on  the  campus,  as  well  as  steam  power 
for  the  engines  and  dynamos  of  the  electrical  plant 

The  Electrical  Laboratory  contain^  the  engines  and  dynamos 
of  four  distinct  and  complete  electric  systems,  and  other  elec- 
trical apparatus. 

A  large  Green  House  is  filled  with  a  choice  and  valuable  col- 
lection of   plants  for  illustrative  and  experimental  purposes. 

THE   GENERAL    LIBRARY. 

The  University  Library  contains  about  seventeen  thousand 
volumes.  The  reading  room  is  supplied  with  some  two  hundred 
of  the  best  American  and  foreign  magazines  and  periodicals. 
The  library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  8:30  A.M.  until 
5  P.M.,  and  from  6:30  to  9:20  p.m.  each  academic  day;  and  from 
8:30  A.M.  to  12  (noon)  on  Saturdays. 

THE   DEPARTMENT    LIBRARIES. 

The  Biological  Library  contains  about  five  hundred  volumes 
on  agriculture,  stock  breeding  and  general  zoology. 

The  Chemical  Eeference  Library  of  some  seven  hundred  vol- 
umes is  in  the  weighing  room  of  the  laboratory  and  is  open  to 
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Bfcudents  during  working  hours.  It  contains  full  sets  of  chemical 
journals,  the  leading  text-books  and  other  important  chemical 
publications. 

The  Botanical  Library  consists  of   special  works  on  systematic 

and  structural  botany,  horticulture  and  forestry,  and  includes  one 

*  thousand  volumes  besides  a  considerable  number  of   pamphlet  r. 

It  is  supplied  with  full  sets  and  current  volumes  of  all  the  more 

botanical  periodicals. 

The  Physical  Library  contains  about  five  hundred  general  vol- 
umes together  with  a  number  of  memoirs  in  pamphlet  form. 
The  more  important  physical  journals  are  kept  on  file. 

THE    ARMORY. 

The  equipment  of  the  Military  Department  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  Springfield  Cadet  rifles  with  accoutrements, 
a  battery  of  four  3-inch  field  rifles,  fifty  cavalry  sabres,  sixteen 
commissioned  officers'  swords  and  belts,  musical  instruments,  and 
uniforms  for  military  band,  flags,  etc. 

The  armory  is  open  for  drill  and  practice  at  stated  times  dur- 
ing the  week.  All  male  students  in  the  college  classes  are  re- 
quired to  drill  six  consecutive  semesters,  unless  excused  by  the 
chancellor. 

THE    GYMNASIUM. 

The  Gymnasium  has  been  opened  to  the  young  men  and 
women  of  the  University  under  the  supervision  of  a  competent 
director.  It  is  not  a  play  room,  but  the  laboratory  of  the  in" 
structor  in  physical  training.  As  such  it  affords  endless  facilities 
for  regular  and  systematic  exercise  in  various  lines  to  students  of 
both  sexes.  All  students  are  required  to  take  certain  work  under 
the  director  during  the  first  two  years  of  residence. 
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NON-ACADEMIC  WORK. 

The  university  extends  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  citizens  of 
Nebraska  who  desire  to  pursue  general  courses  of  reading  or 
fco  conduct  special  investigations,  to  connect  themselves  with  the 
university  or  to  correspond  with  the  members  of  the  faculty  who 
are  in  charge  of  such  studies.  Suggestions  as  to  authorities, 
axrangement  of  topics,  prices  of  books,  etc.,  will  be  gladly 
given.  Those  who  may  be  able  to  pursue  such  special  work  at 
the  university  have  the  advantage  of  lectures,  libraries,  and  lab- 
oratoriea 

All  who  are  seeking  special  information  or  self  culture  and 
the  highest  lines  of  citizen  life  and  influence,  ought  to  feel  that 
by  the  generosity  of  the  state  advice  and  information  are  free-y 
placed  at  their  command. 

Supervision  by  correspondence  will  be  cheerfully  given  to  the 
work  of  reading  circles  and  similar  associations  for'  study;  and 
an  occasional  visit  for  some  member  of  the  faculty,  when  desired 
by  such  associations,  can  be  secured  on  application. 

The  university  is  especially  desirous  of  entering  into  corres- 
pondence with  those  who  are  willing  to  do  something  in  the  way 
of  collecting  the  facts  of  local  history.  There  is  hardly  an  event 
so  minute  or  an  individual  so  unimportant  as  not  to  be  worthy  of 
recognition  in  this  connection.  We  desire  to  have  at  the  state 
university  a  complete  record  of  the  doings  of  Nebraska  men  and 
women  in  connection  with  the  founding  and  upbuilding  of  this 
commonwealth. 

WHO   MAT   ENTER. 

Any  young  man  or  woman  who  has  finished  the  course  in  a 
good  country  school  may  enter  the  university  and  find  educa- 
tional work  and  a  welcome.  The  studies  which  must  be  completed 
before  taking  up  the  preparatory  courses  of  the  university  and 
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which  are  not  carried  at  all  in  this  institution  are:  English 
grammar,  arithmetic — fractions,  denominate  numbers,  percentage 
and  its  applications,  analysis  and  proportion,  descriptive  and 
physical  geography,  and  elementary  United  States  history. 

Any  student  having  taken  work  in  advance  of  the  very  simple 
requirements  just  mentioned  will  be  given  credit  for  such  work 
and  will  be  allowed  to  take  the  most  advanced  standing  consist- 
ent with  his  requirements. 

All  university  work  begins  with  the  opening  of  the  university 
year;  but  a  student  prepared  to  take  advanced  work  may  enter  at 
any  time. 

NO   CLASSES. 

The  old  distinction  of  "classes"  is  not  recognized  by  the  uni- 
versity. The  names  of  all  students  appear  in  a  list,  arranged 
alphabetically.  Opposite  feach  name  are  placed  numerals  indi- 
cating the  number  of  courses  required  for  graduation  and  the 
number  of  courses  completed.  A  "course"  is  one  study  for 
each  day  in  a  semester,  or  term;  or  the  equivalent  of  this.  Stu- 
dents may  not  carry  more  than  six  and  four- fifths  courses  in  the 
first  and  second  year  of  residence,  seven  and  one-fifth  courses  in 
the  third  year  of  residence,  and  seven  and  three-fifths  courses  in 
the  last  year  of  residence,  without  special  permission  from  the 
faculty.  The  minimum  number  of  courses  is  determined  by  the 
conditions  under  which  a  student  works ;  always  subject  to  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  faculty.  This  arrangement  enables 
a  student  whose  health  or  means  will  not  permit  him  to  give  all 
his  time  to  his  work  to  retain  his  connection  with  the  university 
and  ultimately  secure  his  degree. 

COLLEGE   OP   LAW. 

Young  men  seeking  admission  to  the  bar  should  not  forget 
that  the  College  of  Law  at  the  University  offers  them  every  pos- 
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sible  opportunity  for  sound  instruction  at  the  hands  of  some  of 
€he  ablest  jurists  and  attorneys  in  the  state.  The  advantages  of 
the  school  of  law  over  office  instruction  are  very  great  and  widely 
admitted.  Indeed,  very  few  men  think  of  entering  upon  prac- 
tice in  these  days  without  this  careful  training.  It  is  not  so 
much  a  question  as  to  whether  a  law  student  can  afford  to  attend 
this  college  as  it  is  a  question  whether  he  can  afford  not  to 
attend. 

ACCREDITED  SCHOOLS. 

Following  is  the  plan  by  which  the  University  recognizes  cer- 
tain schools  as  accredited  in  preparatory  work. 

Students  to  be  fully  equipped  to  enter  the  University,  in  any 
college  or  group  of  studies,  must  have  mastered  strictly  prepara- 
tory work  on  the  University  standard  as  follows: 

REQUIRED  OF  ALL  APPLICANTS. 

United  States  history;  descriptive  and  physical  geography; 
arithmetic  (including  fractions,  denominate  numbers,  percentage 
and  its  applications,  analysis,  and  proportion)  ;  algebra,  (through 
quadratic  equations,  including  involution  evolution,  theory  of  ex- 
ponents and  radicals,  inequalities,  proportion,  variation,  and  pro- 
gressions);  geometry,  plain  and  solid;  ancient,  mediaeval  and 
modern  history;  hygiene  and  physical  training;  freehand  draw- 
ing; English,  (spelling,  capitalization,  punctuation,  and  pronunci- 
ation; and  a  thorough,  logical  study  of  English  grammar.) 

ADDITIONAL   REQUIREMENTS. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  applicants  for  admission  to  a  classical 
course  must  have  been  instructed  in  Elementary  Latinj'^and  have 
read  three  books  of  Caesar,  five  orations  of  Cicero  (with  Latin 
prose  composition),  and  four  books  of  Vergil;  and  must  have  read 
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in  Greek,  four  books  of  the  Anabasis  (with  Greek  prose  composi- 
tion), and  two  books  of  Homer. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  a  literary  or  philosophical  course 
must  have  been  instructed  in  Elementary  Latin,  and  have  read 
three  books  of  CsBsar,  five  orations  of  Cicero  (with  Latin  prose 
composition),  four  book  of  Vergil;  have  had  one  year  of  either 
French  or  German ;  and  must  be  versed  in  elementary  botany, 
chemistry,  and  physics,  as  hereinafter  explained. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  the  English  course  may  choose  the 
course  laid  down  as  preparatory  to  a  classical  course,  or  to  a 
literary  or  philosophical  course. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  the  English  course  must  have  been 
instructed  in  Elementary  Latin,  have  read  three  books  of  Caesar, 
and  five  orations  of  Cicero  (with  Latin  prose  composition),  and 
have  had  one  year's  instruction  in  either  French  or  German;  (or 
Dne  year  of  Latin  and  two  years  of  Modern  Language,  or  three 
years  of  Modern  Language — as  he  may  elect) ;  must  be  versed 
in  elementary  botany,  chemistry,  and  physics,  as  hereinafter  ex- 
plained; and  must  have  mastered  plane  trigonometry. 

CREDITS  FOR  PREPARATORY  SCHOOLS. 

Schools  offering  preparatory  work  will  be  given  credits  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  Elementary  Latin  and  one  book  of  CsDsar 1  point* 

"    Two  more  books  of  Caesar;  first,  second,  and  third 

orations  of  Cicero ;  and  Latin  prose  composition-  .1       " 
•*    Fourth  and  fifth  orations  of  Cicero,  and  four  books 

of  Vergil 1       " 

"    Elementary  Greek,  one  book  of  Anabasis,  and  Greek 

pfbse  composition 1       " 

"    Second,  third,  and  fourth  books  of  Anabasis;  prose 

composition,  and  first  and  second  books  of  Homer.  1       " 
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For  Algebra,  as  above. -. Ifpoint* 

"    Plane  geometry f     " 

"    Solid  geometry |     " 

"    Plane  trigonometry f     " 

"    History,  as  above 1       " 

"    Hygiene  and  physical  training,  which  should  be  equi- 
valent of  one  hour  a  week  through  one  year.    . . .   ^     " 
"    Freehand  drawing,  not  less  than  twenty  lessons . . . .   ^     " 
*  A  credit  point  is  supposed  to  equal  the  work  of  one  school 
year,  with  daily  recitations. 

For  English,. as  above 1    point 

"  Botany,  as  above;  which  we  recommend  should  be 
carried  two  days  a  week  in  first  term,  three  days 
a  week  in  the  second  term,  and  three  days  a  week 
in  third  term  for  one  year;  to  be  oral  instruction 
only,  and  include  a  collection   of   one   hundred 

plants  in  herbarium f     '" 

"  Chemistry,  as  above ;  which  we  recommend  should  be 
carried  for  three  days  a  week  in  first  term,  three 
days  a  week  in  second  term,  and  two  days  a  week 
in  third  term  for  one  year;  to  equal  a  fair  mastery 
of  Avery's,  Clarke's,  or  Eliott  and  Storer's  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry,  with  some  laboratory  practice  |  '' 
'*  Physics,  as  above;  which  we  recommend  should  be 
carried  three  days  a  week  in  first  term,  three  days 
a  week  in  second  term,  and  two  days  a  week  in 
third  term  for  one  year;  to  equal  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  Gage's  Elements  of  Physics,  or  an 

equivalent f     " 

"  French,  as  above ;  which  should  include  a  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  French  pronunciation,  of  the 
inflection  of  nouns  and  adjectives,  the  inflection 
and  position  of  pronouns,  of  the  conjugation  of 


'.  / 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190  REPORT  OP  THE 

regular  and  of  common  irregular  verbs,  the  ability 
to  write  correctly  simple  sentences,  and  such  an 
ability  to  translate  easy  French  as  is  to  be  gained 
translating  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages . .  1  point 
"  German,  as  above;  which  should  include  the  entire 
system  of  inflection,  strong  and  weak  verb,  nouns, 
adjectives,  pronouns;  all  the  prepositions,  a  fair 
working  vocabulary,  written  exercises  on  the  points 
enumerated,  and  soma  easy  reading,  as  Anderson's 

"  Mserchen  "  entire 1 

Any  work  not  appearing  in  this  credit  list,  as  arithmetic, 
is  regarded  as  work  in  grades  preceding  those  which  are  strictly 
preparatory;  and  therefore  is  not  entitled  to  a  credit-point. 

Any  academy  or  high  school  that  can  furnish  satisfactory  in- 
struction on  any  six  of  these  points,  will  be  placed  on  the  list  of 
schools  accredited  as  preparing  for  the  University. .  The  work  of 
preparatory  schools  will  be  carefully  examined,  and  credits  will 
be  given  for  as  many  "points"  as  possible.  The  list  of  these 
schools  will  be  arranged  in  order  determined  by  the  number  of 
points  oflFered  by  each  school. 

Any  school  asking  to  be  accredited  will  be  visited  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  University  faculty,  who  will  report  the  condition 
of  the  school  inspected.  The  faculty  determine  what  credits 
may  be  granted. 

The  request  for  the  accrediting  of  any  school  must  come  from 
the  school  board  and  be  communicated  by  its  secretary. 

Students  in  accredited  schools  will  be  furnished  at  the  close  of 
each  school  year  a  credit  card  for  each  "point"  completed, 
which  when  presented  to  the  registrar  will  entitle  the  holder  to  a 
credit  on  the  books  of  the  University  for  such  completed  work 
Much  advanced  work  is  done  by  academies  and  high  schools 
which  cannot  be  recognized  by  the  University,  because  not 
strictly  preparatory  work;  but  is  in  the  nature  of  "finishing" 
rather  than  "fitting"  work. 
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The  University  authorities  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that 
they  favor  students  completing  the  preparatory  work  in  accred- 
ited schools,  whenever  that  is  possible;  that  they  will  do  all  in 
their  power  to  strengthen  and  build  up  the  local  schools,  whether 
accredited  or  not;  that  they  do  not  feel  bound  to  provide  room  or 
facilities  in  preparatory  work  for  students  who  may'carry  this 
work  in  home  schools;  that  the  University  reserves  the  right  to 
reclcissify,  and  if  necessary  demerit  any  student  whose  prepara- 
tion proves  faulty  or  insufficient;  and  that  the  University  is 
pressing  the  connection  with  lower  schools,  not  because  the  Uni- 
versity needs  numbers,  but  because  numbers  need  the  University. 

THE   CURRICULUM. 

During  the  past  biennium  the  work  of  the  University  has  been 
thrown  into  groups.  In  the  academic  college  the  classical  group 
is  not  unlike  the  course  of  study  provided  in  the  better  class  of 
New  England  colleges;  except  that  only  half  of  the  work  is  re- 
quired, and  that  done,  a  student  may  make  free  choice  of  what- 
ever may  be  of  greatest  interest  and  benefit  to  him.  Indeed, 
this  principle  of  liberal  treatment  and  of  complete  recognition 
of  the  maturity  of  the  student  mind  is  found  in  the  entire 
arrangement  of  University  work.  The  literary  group  differs 
from  the  classical  in  that  it  emphasizes  the  study  of  literature 
and  substitutes  the  modern  for  the  ancient  languages.  In  the 
philosophical  group  Latin  reappears,  the  modem  languages  are 
carried  with  a  strong  hand  and  the  work  in  philosophy  is 
doubled.  In  the  English  group  the  student  may  carry  either 
the  ancient  or  modern  languages  and  either  European  or  Ameri- 
can history.  Except  as  mentioned,  these  groups  are  identical; 
with  just  half  their  work  required.  All  this  work  now  leads  to 
the  A.  B.  degree. 

In  the  Industrial  College,  the  agricultural  group  emphasizes 
agriculture,  horticulture,  botany,  chemistry,  and  entomology, 
especially  in  the  relation  of  each  to  the  every-day  problems  of 
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agriculture.  The  general  scientific  group  is  prepared  for  stu- 
dents who  wish  to  pursue  their  investigations  along  this  general 
line.  The  special  features  of  the  civil  engineering  group  and  of 
the  electrical  and  steam  engineering  groups  are  indicated  by 
their  titles.  In  all  technical  groups  the  required  work  is  in- 
creased and  there  is  less  choice  of  topics,  as  is  natural  and 
proper.     For  all  this  work  the  degree  of  B.  So.  is  granted. 

Suitable  preparatory  courses  lead  up  to  all  groups,  and  now  in- 
clude a  large  amount  of  elementary  work  in  manual  training. 

The  College  of  Law  shows  a  two  years'  course  to  graduation 
and  admission  to  the  bar,  and  one  year's  post-graduate  work  on 
problems  more  abstruse  and  more  diflBcult  to  master.  This  last 
year  is  intended  especially  for  young  lawyers,  who  can  find  time 
in  their  early  practice,  or,  perhaps,  in  the  dearth  of  early  prac- 
tice, to  continue  their  studies. 

Seven  full  courses  in  Graphic  Art  and  six  in  Music  are  offered 
freely  to  all  students,  in  addition  to  the  private  and  advanced 
work  for  which  the  instructors  are  allowed  to  charge  tuition  fees. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  groups  of  courses  as  mentioned, 
special  courses  are  prepared  for  those  whose  time  or  means  are 
limited.  These  are  not  to  be  considered  the  equivalent  of  a 
sound  education;  but  they  prove  of  great  practical  value  to 
thoughtful  and  mature  students  who  must  push  rapidly  forward 
to  practical  and  money-earning  results.  The  special  courses  are 
as  follows: 

A  two  years'  course  preparatory  to  Law  and  to  Journalism,  a 
three  years'  course  preparatory  to  Medicine  (accepted  a  prepa- 
ratory work  and  as  the  equivalent  of  the  first  year  of  their  own 
courses  by  -several  leading  medical  colleges),  a  single  year  in 
Agriculture  (including  work  in  wood  and  iron),  a  single  year  in 
Pedagogics  (for  those  who  wish  to  increase  their  teaching  power 
and  value),  a  Sugar  School  (in  which  is  oflPered  instruction  and 
training  in  all  the  processes  connected  with  the  beet  sugar  in- 
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dustry),  a  three  weeks'  Summer  School  for  Nebraska  teachers, 
and  a  short  course  of  practical  lectures  for  farmers. 

The  University,  without  waiting  for  the  appropriations  which 
should  come  from  the  general  fund  of  the  state,  in  1891  estab- 
lished and  carried  successfully  ten  Farmers'  Institutes  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  state,  and  has  already  made  provision  for 
twenty-five  similar  institutes  during  the  coming  winter  and 
spring.  Its  revenues,  however,  will  not  permit  a  continuance  of 
this  work. 

NEBBASKA  STATE  NOKMAL  SCHOOL. 
Geo.  L.  Farnham,  Principal. 

The  two  years,  since  the  last  report  of  the  State  Normal  School 
have  been  marked  by  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity,  in  every 
essential  particular.  The  number  of  graduates  from  both  coxh^es 
is  ninety-seven ;  twenty  of  these  from  the  higher  courses. 

The  whole  number  in  attendance  in  the  normal  department  for 
1891  was  456,  for  the  year  1892  was  435,  a  slight  falling  off  for 
the  year,  but  this  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  greater  care  in 
registering  only  those  who  properly  belong  to  the  normal  course. 

The  number  receiving  instruction  in  the  school  not  in  the 
normal  course  were  in  1891,  95  in  1892,  103.  Nearly  all  the 
graduates  from  both  departments  are  now  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  state.  Tbe  demand  for  normal  graduates  is  increasing  year 
by  year.  Quite  a  large  number  of  applications  for  teachers,  have 
of  late  been  received,  but  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  demand. 

PRESENT    CONDITIONS. 

The  present  term  shows  a  marked  increase  of  numbers  in  the 
higher  classes  over  previous  years.  The  senior  class  numbers 
twenty-six,  while  the  number  in  the  elementary  training  class  is 
seventy.  No  previous  term  of  the  school  has  been  marked  by 
more  earnest  and  efficient  work,  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  aLd 
students.  iq 
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PRAOTIOE   SCHOOL. 

As  at  present  organized,  the  practice  school  is  an  efficient 
agency  in  fitting  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  for  the  Tocation  of 
teaching.  Before  receiving  the  certificate  of  the  board,  each 
member  of  the  training  class  spends  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
weeks  in  actual. practice  and  observation,  under  the  careful  criti- 
cism of  the  superintendent  of  practice,  and  critic  teachers. 

At  present  the  members  of  the  practice  school  pay  no  matricu- 
lation fees.  They  receive  gratuitous  instruction  from  the  school 
by  the  most  skilled  teachers,  except  for  two  hours  each  day,  when 
they  are  in  the  hands  of  student  teachers.  These  are  observed 
and  directed  by  the  critic  teachers.  Most  of  these  students  re- 
side in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  school.  They  are  of  school 
age,  and  hence  draw  thie  public  money  of  the  state,  which  goes  to 
lessen  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  schools  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  reside.  Provisions  should  be  made  by  law  requiring 
districts,  relieved  from  the  instruction  of  their  children  by  the 
normal  school,  to  pay  over  to  the  normal  school  board  the  money 
derived  from  the  school  funds  on  account  of  these  children  of 
school  age.  This  sum  would  go  far  toward  furnishing  another 
permanent  teacher  for  the  practice  school.  Such  teacher  is  much 
needed. 

NORMAL  SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Three  years  ago  a  commodious  building  was  erected  on  the 
campus  of  the  school,  and  occupied  by  the  library,  which  now 
numbers  5549  bound  volumes,  including  750  public  documents. 
There  are  275  pamphlets  besides  unbound  magazines.  About 
800  volumes  have  been  added  during  the  last  two  years. 

The  reading  room  is  supplied  with  all  the  leading  magazines, 
and  with  a  large  number  of  daily  and  weekly  papers. 

LABORATORIES. 

The  laboratories  are  well  equipped,  so  that  each  student  in  all 
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the  classes  requiring  laboratory  practice  can  do  individual  work. 

STEAM   HEATING   AND   ELECTRIC   PLANTS. 

The  last  legislature  appropriated  $1,000  for  putting  in  proper 
condition  the  heating  apparatus,  by  which  the  main  building  and 
the  library  are  thoroughly  warmed,  and  $3,000  for  an  electric 
plant.  The  working  of  the  heating  apparatus  is  now  perfectly 
satisfactory.  The  electric  plant,  after  considerable  delay,  has 
been  put  in  such  condition  as  to  do  efficient  service. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  is  believed  that  the  school  is  in  efficient  working  order.  The 
faculty  and  students  are  earnest  in  their  work,  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  school  grows  with  increasing  facilities  and  age. 

With  this  report,  my  connection  with  the  Nebraska  State 
Normal  School  ceases.  The  nearly  ten  years  it  has  been  my 
■  privilege  to  be  connected  with  its  administration  has  been  marked 
by  a  good  degree  of  prosperity.  The  main  school  building  has 
been  more  than  doubled  in  capacity,  a  beautiful  and  commodious 
library  building  erected,  a  steam  heating  apparatus  and  an  electric 
plant  have  been  installed,  the  dormitory  has  been  enlarged  and 
improved,  the  laboratory  facilities  materially  increased.  An  ob- 
servatory with  a  serviceable  equitorially  mounted  astronomical 
telescope  has  been  added  to  the  school  facilities,  and  the  ground 
and  surroundings  improved  and  beautified. 

One  hundred  students  have  been  graduated  from  the  advanced 
course,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  successfully  occupying  important 
positions.  Four  hundred  and  twenty-five  students  have  gradu- 
ated from  the  elementary  course,  and  more  than  2,000  students 
have  received  instruction  in  the  several  classes  of  the  normal  de- 
partment. For  the  success  that  has  attended  my  administration 
I  am  first  of  all  indebted  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  corps  of 
teachers,  with  which  it  hcis  been  my  privilege  to  labor,  and  also 
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to  the  self  sacrificing  labors  and  co-operation  of   the  normal 
school  board. 

For  the  uniform  courtesy  which  has  been  shown  me  by  aH  with 
whom  I  have  been  called  to  labor  in  this  good  cause,  I  shall  ever 
entertain  the  deepest  sense  of  gratitude. 

INSTITUTE  FOE  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

J.  A.  Gillespie,  Superintendent 

The  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  is  located  at  Omaha. 
Its  buildings  and  grounds  are  valued  at  about  $117,000.  It 
has  a  commanding  location.  The  grounds  are  covered  with  trees 
of  about  twenty-three  years'  growth.  The  object  of  this  school 
is  to  educate  those  children  of  the  state  who  are  too  deaf  to  be 
instructed  in  the  common  schools. 

All  children  are  entitled  to  an  education  at  the  expense  of  the 
public.  By  reason  of  deafness  this  class  cannot  be  instructed  a{ 
home  except  at  great  expense  in  the  way  of  special  and  private 
teachers,  hence  it  is  economy  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  assem- 
ble them  in  one  place  and  provide  special  instruction  for  them. 

The  methods  pursued  in  this  school  are  what  might  be  termed 
eclectic ;  not  being  bound  by  either  of  the  general  systems  now  in 
use  in  this  country,  viz. :  manual  and  the  oral.  Both  systems 
are  used,  and  either,  as  seems  best  to  the  individual  case. 

Many  of  the  pupils  are  taught  speech  and  some  are  instructed 
entirely  by  speech.  Aural  instruction  for  the  semi-deaf  is  a 
part  of  the  work  done  here.  This  means  that  those  having  some 
hearing  can  be  taught  to  use  it,  and  perhaps  to  increase  its 
power.  Although  it  may  seem  to  be  a  dormant  sense,  it  can  be 
awakened,  cultivated,  and  used  in  the  child's  education.  This 
method  is  becoming  more  popular  with  those  who  give  it  thought. 
By  this  means  many  can  be  graduated  as  hard-of -hearing  speak- 
ing people  rather  than  as  deaf  mutes. 

The  method  of   teaching  language,  as  introduced  within  the 
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last  year,  is  a  presentation  in  the  form  of  complete  thoughts. 
The  ideas  are  presented  in  pantomime  by  action  work,  by  signs, 
and  speech.  The  expressions  for  these  thoughts  are  written 
upon  the  blackboard  by  the  teacher  in  clear  idiomatic  English. 
While  he  writes  the  pupils  follow  with  their  eyes;  when  he  has 
finished  he  gives  them  a  moment  to  look  at  it,  then  he  erases  the 
work  and  calls  upon  the  class  to  reproduce.  Thus  memory,  strict 
attention,  and  rapidity  of  thought  are  cultivated.  It  is  found 
that  the  children  get  better  Upglish  expressions,  and  have  fewer 
mute  isms  by  this  than  by  any  method  heretofore  tried. 

There  is  a  technical  department  connected  with  the  institute. 

In  the  school  of  carpentry  the  boys  are  instructed  in  the  use 
of  tools.  Some  learn  carving,  some  engraving,  some  turning 
and  scroll  sawing,  all  joining  and  repairing.  Some  pieces  of 
their  cabinet  work  would  do  credit  to  any  shop  or  factory.  This 
school  has  just  finished  a  small  building  on  the  grounds  which 
compares  favorably  with  any  of  the  others,  as  far  as  the  carpen- 
ter work  is  concerned. 

The  school  of  printing  provides  work  for  another  class.  They 
are  taught  type-setting  and  job  work.  Most  of  the  job  work  of 
the  institute  is  done  here.  The  Nebraska  Mute  Journal^  a  semi- 
monthly publication,  is  the  work  of  this  school  and  compares 
favorably  with  similar  publications. 

Th«re  is  also  a  sewing  school  and  dress- making  department. 
All  the  girls  old  enough  are  taught  to  sew.  The  older  ones  do 
dress-making  and  fancy  work. 

The  art  department  embraces  instruction  in  drawing  in  the 
different  classes.  Studio  work  for  those  who  take  special  inter- 
est and  have  special  talents  in  this  direction.  The  work  in  gen- 
eral in  this  department  is  such  as  is  pursued  in  the  leading  art 
schools  of  the  country. 

The  recent  census  returns  give  us  statistics  of  the  attendance 
in  all  the  public  schools  for  the  deaf  throughout  the  country, 
and  cost,  etc.     In  the  decade  1840-1849  there  were  501  pupils 
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in  the  schools.  In  each  decade  from  that  time  till  the  presenl 
the  attendance  was  912,  1,563,  3,159,  5,910.     In  1889,  6,596. 

The  annual  cost  per  capita,  including  building,  was  in  1889, 
$271.  For  the  decade  1880-1889,  $252.  The  annual  cost  for 
1889,  excluding  building,  was  $206;  for  the  decade  1880-1889, 
$207.  The  averages  for  Nebraska  from  the  same  statistics  were, 
for  current  expenses,  $201.50;  total  expenses,  $266.50.  The 
census  returns  give  also  a  list  of  two  hundred  children  of  school 
age  not  in  school  at  that  time.  Thirty -six  have  entered  since. 
There  is  a  list  of  thirty  names  now  ready  to  be  admitted. 

The  buildings  are  now  crowded  and  additional  room  must  be 
provided  by  the  present  legislature  in  order  that  the  work  for 
which  this  school  is  established  and  maintained  may  be  properly 
done. 

The  Nebraska  school  for  deaf  has  a  good  name  throughout  the 
country,  and  it  is  favorably  known  in  many  foreign  countries.  It 
deserves  the  kind  feelings  and  the  warm  support  which  it  has 
received  in  the  past,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  same  will  be  con- 
tinued in  the  future. 

STATE  INDUSTEIAL  SCHOOL. 

John  T.  Mallalieu,  Supt. 

The  object  of  the  Industrial  School  is  to  take  the  incorrigible 
and  the  criminal  juveniles  of  the  state  and  transform  them  into 
good  men.  The  means  used  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object 
are  educational  advancement,  industrial  training,  moral  culture, 
and  physical  reconstruction.  The  results  become  more  perma- 
nent and  gratifying  each  year.  This  is  possible  for  the  reason 
that  the  state  is  placing  more  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  oflScers 
and  teachers  for  developing  the  different  phases  of  the  work. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  of  a 
very  high  order.  This  condition  of  affairs  results  from  the  ex- 
tended experience  of  those  in  control,  the  inauguration  and  pro- 
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motion  of  military  instruction  in  the  diflFerent  grades,  the  develop- 
ment of  our  industries  and  trade  teachings,  and  the  interest  which 
is  inculcated  through  our  school  grades. 

The  interest  of  the  school  does  not  cease  when  the  boys  leave 
the  sclio  1.  Homes  are  provided  for  the  homeless,  and  the  school 
continues  to  be  the  friend  and  counselor.  Nearly  all  the  boys  for 
whom  homes  have  been  provided  by  the  school  are  doing  well. 

There  have  been  eight  hundred  and  fifty  commitments  since 
^  the  opening  of  the  school.^  About  five  hundred  and  seventy-five 
have  left  the  school,  and  fifty-seven  transferred  to  the  Girls'  In- 
dustrial school  at  Geneva,  Fillmore  county,  Nebraska.  The 
enumeration  of  the  pupils  at  present  averages  about  two  hundred 
and  twenty. 

V      The   boys  are  taught  printing,  shoemaking,  tailoring,  firing, 
T  wood  and  iron  work,  carpentry,  cooking,  laundry  work,  farming, 
gardening,  waiting  on  tables,  and  general  house  work. 

The  principal  school  studies  are  history,  geography,  grammar, 
penmanship,  reading  and  writing.  Literary  exercises  are  also 
required.  Some  of  the  boys  are  taught  instrumental  and  vocal 
music. 

The  religious  services  are  conducted  by  a  regularly  appointed 
chaplain,  who  conducts  a  Sabbath  school  on  Sunday  morning  and 
preaching  services  in  the  afternoon.  The  chaplain  is  also  the 
agent  of  the  superintendent  in  securing  homes  for  paroled  boys. 

The  institution  is  doing  an  excellent  work  and  occupies  a  high 
position  among  the  reformatories  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  practical  institutions  of  the  country. 

A  paper  is  published  semi-monthly,  called  the  Industrial  School 
Courier.  The  mechanical  work  is  performed  by  the  boys  under 
the  direction  of  au  instructor.  The  editorial,  local,  and  general 
literary  department  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  school.  The  publication  of  the  paper  has  not  only  been 
of  local  interest,  so  far  as  the  school  is  concerned,  but  also  of  gen- 
eral interest  in  the  different  counties  of  the  state.     By  exchang- 
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ing  with  other  papers  we  receive  a  large  variety  of  reading  mat- 
ter, which  has  proven  very  beneficial  to  our  school 

The  school  has  never  been  in  so  prosperous  a  condition  in  every 
respect  as  it  is  to-day. 

GIELS'  INDUSTBIAL  SCHOOL  LOCATED  AT  GENEVA. 

J.  D.  McKelvey,  Superintendent 

Just  beyond  the  northern  limits  of  the  city,  on  the  brow  of  a 
hill  which  slopes  gently  to  the  north,  stands  the  Girls'  Industrial 
School.  The  institution  belongs  to  the  state  and  is  one  of  great 
usefulness.  Primarily,  it  is  a  result  of  a  condition  of  society, 
and  secondarily,  it  is  the  result  of  a  recommendation  of  Superin- 
tendent Mallalieu  of  the  Kearney  School  for  boys. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  great  work  being  done  in  these  reformatory 
institutions  is  overlooked  and  underestimated,  simply  because  ' 
the  public  is  not  made  acquainted  with  every  incorrigible,  wild, 
and  vicious  character  received  for  reformation,  and  dismissed 
purified,  ennobled,  and  a  proper  subject  for  decent  society.  The 
penitentiary  is  filled  with  criminals  too  old  to  have  their  ways 
and  habits  changed;  the  industrial  schools  of  the  state  are  filled 
up  with  just  such  material  in  an  undeveloped  state.  What  a 
blessing  to  society,  and  Avhat  a  grand  thing  too,  for  the  wayward 
themselves  is  an  institution,  where,  surrounded  by  all  that  is 
brightest  and  best,  they  are  taught  the  duty  of  law  abiding  citi- 
zens and  respectable  society;  where  they  are  prepared  to  go 
into  the  world  and  make  a  living  for  themselves;  where  they 
learn  to  love  labor  rather  than  idleness,  and  where  they  learn 
that  the  life  of  a  Christian  is  sweeter  and  more  to  be  desired 
than  one  of  sin. 

The  citizen  who  thinks  that  a  teacher,  at  $800,  $1,000,  or 
$1,500  per  year,  does  not  earn  his  or  her  salary,  in  transforming 
these  embryo  criminals  into  law  abiding  and  respectable  men  and 
women,  is  entirely  unacquaintecj  with  the  work.     From  six  o'clock 
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in  the  morning  until  nine  o'clock  at  night,  there  is  constant  duty 
to  perform.  And  what  a  duty  it  is!  From  every  portion  of  the 
state — from  the  slums  of  her  pities  and  from  her  broad  prairies, 
— are  gathered  the  wildest,  most  vicious  and  incorrigible  of  her 
youn^  daughters.  They  have  not  known  what  it  is  to  obey,  else 
they  would  be  at  home.  Many  of  them  have  never  entered  a 
school  room  and  many  of  them  are  strangers  to  kindness.  Sin 
has  bounded  them  on  every  side,  and  the  world  has  buffeted  them 
hither  and  yonder  until  their  young  minds  are  poisoned  with  the 
seeds  of  anarchy,  lawlessness,  and  sin.  The  law  of  the  survival 
of  the  fittest,  fills  them  as  by  instinct.  It  is  to  govern  by  kind- 
ness, and  yet  to  govern  absolutely,  this  conglomerated  mass  ol 
rebellion,  that  a  teacher  finds  a  duty  of  heroic  magnitude  to  per- 
form. 

In  his  last  biennial  report  to  the  governor  in  1891,  Superin- 
tendent Mallalieu,  of  the  Industrial  School  at  Kearney,  recom- 
mended that  a  separate  institution  be  provided  for  the  female 
inmates  of  the  institution  for  two  reasons.  One  of  Ihem  was 
because  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  school,  and  the  other  was 
because  he  was  convinced  that  both  sexes  would  do  better  if 
separated.  His  suggestion  was  acted  upon,  and  on  the  26th  day 
of  January,  1891,  Hon.  Eichard  Dobson,  of  Fillmore  county,  in- 
troduced a  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  such  a  school 
.  near  Geneva.  It  was  passed  and  signed  by  the  governor  on  the 
4th  day  of  March.  On  the  17th  day  of  April  the  board  of  public 
lands  and  buildings  arrived  in  Geneva  and  selected  a  site, 
adjoining  the  city,  consisting  of  forty  acres  of  land  which 
the  citizens  of  Geneva  had  agreed  to  give  the  state  in  case  the 
school  was  located  here.  No  handsomer  or  more  valuable  piece 
of  ground  could  be  found  in  the  county  and  the  board  knew  it. 
In  addition  to  giving  the  forty  acres  of  land,  the  citizens  fur- 
nished the  water  mains  from  the  city  to  the  school,  and  did  the 
grading  around  the  building.  On  the  25th  of  August  the  corner 
stone  of  the  school  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies,  under 
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the  auspices  of  the  masonic  fraternity.  Grand  Master  Slaughta* 
and  other  masonic  dignitaries  were  present  to  assist  in  the  func- 
tion. 

The  building  is  of  the  Italian  Kennaissance,  of  pressed  brick, 
with  stone  trimmings,  and  very  handsome.  It  is  112  feet  long, 
55  feet  wide  and  53  feet  high — three  stories  and  a  basement. 
The  west  end  of  the  basement  is  occupied  by  the  laundry  and  bath 
rooms;  the  center  by  the  girls'  dining  room  and  kitchen;  and 
the  east  by  the  boiler  room.  The  basement  floor  and  wainscoting 
are  of  cement,  except  the  wainscoting  in  the  dining  room,  which 
is  of  glazed  tile  and  very  pleasing.  The  east  end  of  the  first  floor 
is  occupied  by  the  class  room  for  Family  A;  the  center  by  the 
reception  and  superintendent's  room,  the  superintendent's  office 
and  the  officers'  dining  room ;  the  west  end  is  occupied  by  the 
class  room  for  Family  B.  Both  ends  of  the  second  floor  are  oc- 
cupied by  dormitories  and  the  center  by  the  teachers'  rooms,  the 
guest  chamber,  the  girls'  dressing  rooms  and  toilet  rooms.  All 
the  wood  work  on  the  first  and  second  fioors  is  of  oak,  finished  in 
oil,  and  exceedingly  handsome.  On  the  third  floor  are  to  be 
found  the  sewing  room  and  the  officers'  and  employees'  rooma  It 
is  said  by  those  who  know,  that  there  is  not  a  better  built  or  a 
better  finished  public  building  in  the  state  than  the  Girls'  Indus- 
trial School  at  Geneva,  and  certainly  there  is  none  to  boast  of  a 
more  competent  corps  of  instructors.  Mr.  J.  D.  McKelvey,  the 
superintendent,  is  assisted  by  Mrs.  McKelvey,  as  matron;  Miss 
Myrtle  Ord,  in  charge  of  Family  A;  Miss  Carrie  Duncanson,  in 
charge  of  Family  B;  Miss  Emily  Brown,  housekeeper;  Miss 
Maggie  Martin,  seamtress;  Mr.  Chris  Jensen,  bookkeeper;  Mrs. 
Jennie  Tyler,  cook;  Mr.  Tyler,  gardener;  Miss  Jennie  Martin, 
laundress ;  and  Mr.  Freeman  Hoyt,  engineer, 

Mr.  McKelvey  was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Kearney 
school  for  years.  Miss  Ord  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
School  and  is  thoroughly  proficient  in  her  work.     To  her  firm- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  203 

ness  and  discipline  she  adds  a  kindness  which  melts  the  heart 
of  the  most  refractory  girl  in  her  family — ^by  family  is  meant  de- 
partment. The  girls  are  divided  into  two  families.  The  older 
ones  and  those  who  are  charged  with  crimes  more  serious  than 
incorrigibility  are  placed  in  Family  A,  and  it  is  this  class  over 
which  Miss  Ord  has  a  watchful  care  from  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  nine  o'clock  at  night  .  Family  B,  is  presided  over 
by  Miss  Carrie  Duncanson,  who  also  is  a  graduate  from  the 
State  Normal  School.  Miss  Emily  Brown  is  a  very  efficient  in- 
structor and  teaches  the  girls  an  important  duty  in  every  woman's 
life — that  of  housekeeping.  The  other  departments  are  equally 
as  well  provided  by  competent  instructors. 

Each  family  has  four  hours  of  school  each  dav,  and  four  hours 
of  regular  labor.  In  the  morning  Family  B  has  school  from  7:80 
until  11:30,  and  in  the  afternoon  Family  A  has  school  from  1 :30 
to  5 :30  o'clock.  The  girls  are  detailed  for  work  in  each  depart- 
ment three  months  each  year  in  order  that  they  may  become  pro- 
ficient in  the  work.  A  detail  will  work  in  the  kitchen  for  three 
months,  then  in  the  laundry  three  months,  and  three  months  in 
other  departments  until  the  round  is  completed.  When  the  girls 
came  to  Geneva,  they  were  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  work  as 
being  done  for  the  state,  but  now  they  regard  it  as  being  in  their 
own  interests,  and  it  is  a  very  common  thing  to  have  them-  ask 
the  superintendent  to  permit  them  to  work  in  some  particular 
department  in  order  that  they  may  become  more  familiar  with  it. 
The  snowy  linen  in  the  dormitories  and  dining  rooms,  the  clean 
hands  and  faces,  and  the  air  of  cleanliness  which  prevades  the 
atmosphere  of  the  building,  must  be  an  inspiration  to  those  girls 
who  were  in  utter  ignorance  of  such  surroundings  previous  to 
their  being  sent  to  the  school.  Instead  of  a  place  of  detention, 
the  institute  is  now  regarded  as  a  place  of  learning,  and  the  in- 
mates are  encouraged  in  this  thought. 

When  they  enter  the  school  they  are  given  4,000,  5,000,  or 
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6,000  demerit  marks,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  oflFense  foi 
which  they  are  committed.  For  incorrigibility,  they  are  charged 
up  with  4,000  marks;  for  larceny,  5,000  marks,  and  general  loose- 
ness, 6,000.  Each  day  that  they  are  perfect  or  that  their  motives 
are  good,  they  are  credited  with  ten  marks.  For  an  imperfect 
day  they  are  credited  in  proportion  to  what  they  have  earned. 
When  their  debt  is  entirely  wiped  out,  they  are  held  for  one 
month  longer,  known  as  thoir  honor  month,  during  which  time 
they  are  given  unlimited  privileges  as  a  test  of  their  reliability 
before  being  sent  out  into  the  world.  If  she  have  no  home,  one 
is  found  for  the  redeemed  girl,  for  the  superintendent  has  many 
inquiries  for  girls.  When  the  school  was  opened  last  March, 
fifty-five  girls  entered  it  from  Kearney.  Since  that  time  forty- 
five  have  been  received  and  twenty-three  dismissed  as  good  girls, 
and  not  a  single  bad  report  has  been  received  by  the  superintend- 
ent from  any  of  them  since  they  left  the  school.  There  are  now 
seventy-eight  girls  in  the  school,  and  it  has  a  capacity  for  but 
eighty.  If  they  are  committed  to  the  school  as  rapidly  the  next 
two  years  as  they  have  the  past  ten  months,  there  will  be  no  place 
to  put  them.  The  superintendent  has  asked  for  an  appropriation 
of  $71,000  to  erect  another  building  and  the  legislature  should 
grant  it  for  the  good  of  humanity  and  the  reputation  of  the  state. 
The  original  building  cost  about  $36,000  complete,  but  is  not 
much  larger  than  is  required  for  an  administration  building.  It 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  boiler  and  laundry  house  should  be 
built,  and  in  the  interest  of  safety,  an  electic  light  plant  should 
be  put  in,  for  danger  from  the  use  of  kerosene  lamps  in  such  an 
institution  cannot  be  comprehended.  In  the  past  the  school  has 
been  run  upon  the  most  economical  plan,  and  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  use  the  most  rigid  economy  in  order  that  the  appropria- 
tions would  go  as  far  as  they  may.  The  appropriation  has  at 
last  been  exhausted  and  the  school  is  now  being  run  on  credit 
until  another  appropriation  can  be  made. 
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It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  read  the  letters  which  are  received  by 
the  superintendent  and  teachers,  from  girls  who  have  been  dis- 
missed from  the  school  as  having  paid  the  debt  they  owe.  They 
are  always  full  of  heartfelt  thankfulness  for  the  kindness  which 
was  done  them,  and  they  cherish  a  grateful  memory  of  the  kind 
but  firm  teachers  who  pointed  out  to  them  the  errors  of  their 
ways  and  started  them  on  the  right  path  through  life.  These 
are  the  living  witnesses  and  testimony  to  the  good  which  the  in- 
stitution does,  and  wnich  is  therefore  a  benefit  to  the  state. 
Whether  working  in  the  garden,  making  bread  in  the  kitchen, 
washing  in  the  laundry,  or  studying  in  the  class-room,  the  girls 
are  happy  and  seem  to  realize  they  have  a  new  hold  on  life. 

INSTITUTE  FOR   THE  BLIND. 

0.  D.  Eakbstbaw,  Principal. 

Board  of  Control — Board  of  Public  Lands  and  Buildings, 
education  of  the  blind. 

At  the  biennial  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  at  Brautford,  Ontario,  Canada,  in 
July,.  1892,  it  was  decided  that  hereafter  all  books  for  the  use  of 
the  schools  for  the  blind  should  be  printed  in  the  New  York 
point  system;  hence,  particular  attention  in  this  institution  is 
being  given  in  the  early  and  thorough  instruction  of  the  pupils 
in  that  system  of  reading  and  writing  in  both  the  literary  and  mu- 
sical departments.  That  this  change  has  been  for  the  better  is 
evidenced  by  the  rapid  and  thorough  progress  the  pupils  are  mak- 
ing in  their  studies.  The  raised  print,  or  line  letter,  was  good  in 
its  day  and  accomplished  wonders,  but  the  New  York  point  far 
excels  it  in  both  rapidity  and  ease  with  which  pupils  read,  while 
it  also  gives  to  them  the  accomplishment  of  being  able  to  write 
with  rapidity  and  ease. 
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In  the  education  of  these  pupils  we  aim  to  develop  their  phys- 
ical, mental,  and  moral  susceptibilities  to  the  greatest  degree  pos- 
sible. Of  all  pupils,  the  blind  need  and  should  have  the  most  care- 
ful attention  in  order  to  develop  them  into  a  '*  compete  living." 
It  is  indeed  very  unfortunate  that  blind  children  are  not  placed, 
at  an  early  age,  under  the  fostering  care  of  this  institution  which 
the  people  of  Nebraska  have  so  wisely  and  generously  providep 
for  the  care  and  instruction  of  these  unfortunate  people.  It  is 
by  no  means  an  idle  task  to  properly  educate  a  blind  child. 
When  it  is  considered  that  in  most  cases  some  physical  derange- 
ment accompanies  their  blindness,  that  the  mind  has  been 
lllowed  to  develop  in  a  single  direction,  and  that  their  pe- 
culiar home  training  has  given  them  very  strange  ideas  of  right 
and  wrong,  then  one  may,  in  a  slight  degree,  conceive  of  the 
earnest  and  conscientious  efiFort  necessary  in  order  to  give  these 
pupils  a  proper  education. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  for  both  the  child  and  the  state  that  a 
blind  child  is  kept  at  home  for  years  through  a  foolish  sympathy 
and  a  mistaken  kindness  on  the  part  of  parents,  when  it  should 
be  receiving  the  great  benefits  here  which  c^m  be  obtained  by  it 
in  no  other  place  in  Nebraska.  If  those  parents  of  blind -chil- 
dren who  foolishly  refuse  or  neglect  to  send  their  children  to  this 
institution  could  only  realize  the  great  wrong  they  are  doing  to 
that  child  by  depriving  that  child  of  advantages  which  would 
prove  lifelong  blessings,  I  am  sure  that  there  is  not  a  blind  child 
in  Nebraska  but  would  be  enjoying  the  privileges  and  advantages 
to  be  obtained  here. 

In  the  physical  development  of  the  pupils,  particular  attention 
is  being  paid  not  only  to  the  kind  and  quality  of  the  food,  but 
also  that  they  take  all  out-door  exercise  possible.  During 
"  recreation  hours  "  pupils  are  expected  to  be  enjoying  the  pure 
air  in  promenading  or  such  other  eocercise  as  they  choose,  while 
at  certain  times  they  are 'free  to  use  the  "gymnasium,''  which  is 
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equipped  with  health  weights,  dumb  bells,  wands,  and  Indian 
clubs.  As  "  cleanliness  is  next  to  Godliness,"  we  nave  assigned 
each  pupil  in  the  school  certain  hours  for  bathing  each  week  and 
these  must  be  strictly  complied  with  as  much  as  any  other  duty. 
The  boys'  and  girls'  nurses  attend  to  the  bathing  of  the  small 
boys  and  girls  respectively. 

•By  consulting  the  literary  and  musical  course  of  study  it  will 
be  seen  that  in  the  mental  development  of  these  pupils  the  aim 
is  to  make  independent  thinkers  by  means  of  a  suitable  and  well- 
graded  course  of  study.  Of  course,  in  the  mental  development 
of  pupils  much  depends  upon  the  energy  and  ability  of  the 
teacher  in  order  that  the  best  results  may  be  obtained.  The 
work  in  this  line  is  being  well  done  by  my  corps  of  teachers. 

While  paying  particular  attention  to  the  physical  and  mental 
development  of  the  pupil,  by  no  means  must  it  be  inferred  that 
the  social  and  moral  development  is  neglected.  Of  all  people  in 
this  world,  the  blind  should  be  possessed  of  the  highesc  morality 
and  the  best  social  qualities.  Their  gentlemanly  or  womanly 
demeanor  will  prove  a  ready  passport  for  them  and  materially  aid 
them  in  the  great  "battle  of  life."  It  has  been  our  endeavor  at 
all  times  to  inculcate  the  great  moral  principles  of  right  and 
wrong.  That  muclr  is  being  accomplished  in  this  direction  we 
are  confident 

ENROLLMENT. 

It  certainly  should  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Nebraska  to  see  the  institution  for  the  blind  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  The  increased  attendance  for  the  biennial  year 
is  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  citizens. 

The  eighth  biennial  report  of  this  institution  shows  an  enroll- 
ment of  seventy -two  pupils  and  up  to  that  time  it  was  the  largest 
enrollment  the  institution  ever  had.  Since  the  organization  of 
the  school  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the   attendance, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


208  REPORT  OF  THR 

which  fact  speaks  well  for  the  former  administrations.  As  will 
be  seen  by  the  enrollment  for  the  years  1891-1892  there  have 
been  just  one  hundred  pupfls  in  attendance,  and -to-day  there  are 
more  pupils  in  attendance  than  ever  before.  The  remarkable  in- 
creased attendance  of  twenty-eight  more  pupils  than  ever  before 
is  a  fact  which  is  no  more  surprising  than  it  should  be  gratifying*. 
While  these  facts  show  that  this  institution  is  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition,  they  also  show  that  the  blind  of  our  state  need  to 
be  sought  out  and  informed  of  the  institution  and  its  advantages 
to  them.  It  was  my  pleasure  during  the  summer  vacation  to 
spend  all  the  time  possible  in  visiting  all  blind  children  and  their 
parents  I  could.  In  such  visits  I  found  the  most  of  these  pa- 
rents not  well  informed  as  to  this  institution  and  its  advantages. 
On  being  thoroughly  informed,  as  a  general  rule  the  child  and 
parent  were  anxious  that  the  advantages  obtainable  here  should 
no  longer  be  neglected.  In  this  manner  some  twenty-five  new 
pupils  entered  the  institution  for  the  first  time  this  year,  and  by 
•so  doing  such  pupils  really  began  a  new  life,  with  aspirations' 
second  to  none.  This  increased  attendance  has  filled  the  build- 
ing to  its  fullest  capacity,  as  you  will  see  by  the  eighth  bien- 
nial report  that  seventy-five  or  eighty  is  the  estimated  number  of 
students  capable  of  being  cared  for  in  the  present  buildings. 
Such  is  the  fact,  and  with  a  superintendent  who  will  do  a  little 
missionary  work  by  informing  the  people  of  Nebraska  concerning 
this  school,  there  should  be  such  an  increased  attendance  here 
as  will  demand  more  room  for  the  ^proper  accommodation  of  the 
pupils.  Even  now,  as  new  pupils  arrive,  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide more  beds  and  bedding  and  crowd  them  into  rooms  already 
well  filled.  All  of  the  rooms  are  well  filled  and  every  bed  occu- 
pied. Such  is  the  preseht  condition  as  to  enrollment,  and  this 
highly  prosperous  condition  speaks  well  for  the  state  ef  Ne- 
braska. Now,  as  to  the  future.  By  means  of  the  United  States 
census  report  and   by  other   means  I  have  a  list  of  some  three 
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hundred  persons  of  school  age  in  Nebraska  who  "  are  blind  to 
such  an  extent  as  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  an  education  "  in  our 
other  public  schools.  This  shows  them  that,  for  the  years  '80-'90, 
there  were  but  20§%  of  the  blind  in  Nebraska  of  school  age  that 
were  receiving  an  education,  and  that  during  the  years  '91-'92 
there  were  but  30%  who*  were  taking  advantage  of  the  very  lib- 
eral  provisions  ofiFered  them  by  our  state.  Although  the  in- 
creased percentage  of  enrollment  is  very  gratifying,  y^t  the  per- 
centage is  far  below  what  it  should  be.  The  causes  of  this  apathy 
on  the  part  of  parents  and  pupils  have  been  ably  presented  by 
the  former  superintendent  of  this  institution,  and  I  take  the  lib- 
erty to  call  attention  to  these  causes  in  his  words: 

"That  there  are  still  quite  a  number  of  educable  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  state  whose  parents  have  not  as  yet  seen  fit  to  send 
them  to  this  school  is  a  fact  greatly  to  be  deplored.  The  causes 
of  this  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  state  in  their 
behalf  have  been  given  in  previous  reports  and  need  not  be  dwelt 
upon  here.  In  a  few  instances  the  reasons  are  legitimate,  as  in 
the  case  of  those  where  hopes  of  recovered  sight  are  entertained 
and  treatment  is  being  given,  but  the  greater  majority  are  de- 
tained at  home  for  insuflScient  reasons.  Some  parents  living  in  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  state  claim  that  they  are  too  poor  to  pay  the 
necessary  railroad  expense  for  their  children  going  to  and  return- 
ing from  school.  Others  are  so  far  forgetful  of  the  true  interests 
of  their  children  as  to  purposely  neglect  the  means  afforded  for 
their  education,  while  others  are  simply  careless,  admitting  the 
necessity,  but  postponing  sending  their  children  from  time  to 
time,  and  when  the  child  finally  starts  in  school  he  finds  himself 
graded  with  those  much  younger  in  years  and  begins  his  educa- 
tion with  a  feeling  of  discoui'agement.  Then  there  are  parents 
who,  through  mistaken  kindness,  coupled,  perhaps,  with  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  purposes  of  these  institutions,  keep  them  at 
home,  fearing  to  place  them  in  the  care  of  strangers.     It  may  be 
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stated  as  onr  experience  that  usually  an  interval  of  two  or  three 
years  intervenes  between  the  time  when  the  first  knowledge  of 
the  cbildren  reaches  us  and  the  securing  of  their  attendance, 
although  in  the  meantime  every  available  means  have  been*used 
to  induce  them  to  come.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  a  compulsory 
law  adapted  to  meet  these  especial  cases  should  be  enacted." 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  here  is  such  as  is  necessary  in  any  boarding 
school  admitting  both  sexes.  Parents  who  entrust  their  little 
sons  and  daughters  and  their  older  boys  and  girls  to  this  institu- 
tion have  a  right  to  demand  that  such  safeguards  shall  be  thrown 
around  their  children  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  their  being 
led  astray.  The  theory  of  the  simple  and  free  family  discipline^ 
sounds  well  and  reads  nicely  in  print,  but  advocating  such  a  dis- 
cipline for  a  mixed  school  simply  exhibits  a  person's  lack  of  ex- 
perience in  the  world  or  an  ignorance  of  human  nature  which  is 
unpardonable.  One  of  the  most  important  lessons  which  the 
American  youth  needs  to  learn  is  a  *'  cheerful  obedience  to  law 
and  order."  While  the  requirements  of  the  institution  are  in  no 
wise  oppressive,  yet  they  are  of  such  a  character  that  a  pupil  is 
guarded  thereby  from  temptation.  They  are  imbued  with  the 
idea  that  law  and  order  must  be  strictly  adhered  to,  thereby  in- 
culcating in  their  minds  one  of  the  most  necessary  elements  in 
true  American  citizenship. 

In  speaking  of  the  discipline  of  this  institution  I  desire  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  I  have  the  most  sincere  sympathy  with 
these  pupils  in  their  affliction  and  the  discipline  here,  although 
firm  but  kind,  has  for  its  sole  object  the  greatest  good  of  each 
pupil.  Under  no  circumstances  should  a  person  allow  his  sym- 
pathy to  over-ride  his  better  judgment  in  requiring  of  these  pu- 
pils that  which  is  for  their  ultimate  good.  In  this  connection 
allow  me  to  quote  from  the  Pennsylvania  Keport  for  1891.     "So- 
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ciety  forgets  tbat  the  blind  are  often  what  they  are  from  indo- 
lence, and  that  it  is  its  fault  that  they  may  be  called  the  pets  of 
society — boys  and  girls  who  easily  win  gifts;  men  and  womeji 
who  have  been  excused  from  their  duties.  Sternness  and  kind- 
ness are  fellow- workers  not  often  enough  seen  together.  Just  as 
long  as  the  education  of  the  blind  is  deemed  by  the  majority  of 
people  3  matter  of  charity  and  their  faults  and  failures  are  over- 
looked or  condoned  out  of  mere  pity  for  their  affliction,  just  as 
long,  in  short,  as  they  are  not  prepared  to  compete  on  equal 
terms  with  the  seeing  in  those  pursuits  which  they  are  equally 
capable  of  following,  just  so  long,  indeed,  will  our  schools  for  the 
blind  fall  short  of  the  utmost  that  lies  within  their  possibilities." 
With  the  advantages  afforded  the  blind  here  in  the  Literary, 
Musical,  and  Industrial  departments,  together  with  a  kind  but 
firm  discipline,  the  blind  of  Nebraska  will  have  a  better  occupa- 
tion than  organ-grinding  and  will  have  nobler  aspirations  than 
that  of  a  beggar.  Let  the  discipline  of  this  institution  always  be 
such  that  its  pupils  will  have  been  made  better  citizens  by  having 
attended  here. 

INDUSTRIAL     DEPATMENT — BOYS. 

In  the  Piano  Tuning  and  Repairing  department  the  pupil  is 
^ven  his  regular  hour  for  lesson  and  practice,  and  while  being 
instructed  in  the  theory  of  piano-tuning  he  is  given  practical 
work  by  actually  tuning  such  instruments  as  are  kept  here  for 
that  special  purpose.  For  this  work  there  are  two  square  pianos 
and  one  organ.  Recently  there  has  been  added  an  upright 
piano  to  the  tuning  and  repair  room.  Those  pupils  who  have  a 
musical  ear  make  good  piano  tuners  and  are  thereby  given  an 
industry  by  which  they  can  make  a  good  living. 

In  the  Broom  Shop  will  be  found  all  of  the  larger  boys.  To 
Buch  pupils  as  have  a  musical  education  the  broom  shop  gives  an 
opportunity  for  an  additional  trade,  and  to  such  as  have  no  mu- 
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sical  ear  it  efiFords  them  the  chance  of  learning  a  trade  by  which 
they  also  can  make  a  living.  The  quality  of  the  brooms  made 
by  the  blind  boys  will  compare  very  favorably  with  brooms  made 
in  the  best  factories.  All  of  onr  brooms  meet  with  a  ready  sale, 
both  to  the  wholesaler  and  retailer.  Ohair  caning  is  taught  and 
the  boys  do  very  good  work  in  this  line. 

GIRLS. 

In  the  Sewing  and  Fancy  Work  the  young  ladies  are  taught 
sewing,  knitting,  and  crocheting,  and  while  being  made  familiar 
with  the  use  of  needles  of  various  kinds,  are  at  the  same  time 
given  an  occupation  by  which  in  after  life  they  can  gain  a  liveli- 
hood. Then,  too^  the  convenience  it  is  for  a  blind  young  lady  to 
be  able  to  attend  to  her  ordinary  sewing  gives  her  a  sense  of  in- 
dependence which  should  ^ot  be  undervalued. 

In  Bead  Work  the  small  boys  and  girls  are  taught  to  make  all 
sorts  of  articles  with  beads  and  wire.  By  means  of  bead  work 
the  pupils  are  taught  the  free  and  accurate  use  of  the  hands  as 
well  as  being  taught  various  shapes,  forms,  and  designs. 

In  the  Industrial  Department  for  both  the  boys  and  the  girls, 
the  main  object  kept  in  view  is  to  provide  each  pupil  with  a 
means  of  livelihood  by  the  time  such  pupil  has  completed  the 
literary  course.  It  will  readily  be  seen,  then,  that  the  institution 
is  giving  these  pupils  not  only  a  literary  and  a  musical  education, 
but  also  furnishing  each  with  some  means  by  which  they  can 
make  an  honorable  living  either  by  teaching  music  and  piano 
tuning  or  by  broom  making  and  fancy  work.  Former  pupils  of 
this  institution  have  proven  successful  in  the  above-mentioned 
work  and  are  now  successfully  pursuing,  in  this  state  and  else- 
where,  industries  learned  here.  As  a  matter  of  economy  to  the 
state,  we  cannot  urge  too  strongly  that  ample  provisions  be  made 
for  the  Industrial  Department  of  this  institution.  Several  years 
ago  the  building  for  the  Industrial  Department   was  burned  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  213 

has  never  been  rebuilt.  At  present  this  department  is  being  con- 
ducted in  different  parts  of  the  building  and  premises  as  best  we 
can.  W  are  compelled  to  use  a  part  of  the  laundry  for  a  broom 
shop  an  J  a  room  in  the  basement  for  piano  tuning  and  chair 
caning.  The  bead  and  fancy  work  in  some  recitation  room,  ajid 
the  net  tmd  hammock  making  must  be  pursued  wherever  a  pupil 
can  find  a  place.  For  the  proper  development  of  this  depart- 
ment there  is  needed  at  cnce  a  suitable  building  properly 
equipped.  With  such  a  building  and  appliances  the  Industrial 
Department  could  be  made  practically  self-supporting. 

ADAMS  COUNTY. 

F.  M.  Betteys,  Superintendent 

The  progress  made  by  the  schools  of  Adams  county,  during 
the  past  two  years  has  been  most  satisfactory,  although  much  has 
been  left  undone  that  might  have  been  done. 

A  higher  standard  of  excellence,  has  been  the  watchword  of 
our  teachers,  and  the  results  attained  are  ample  proof  of  their 
faithfulness  in  this  direction.  A  great  work  has  been  done  all 
along  the  line,  and  this  is  especially  true  in  arithmetic,  grammar, 
physiology,  bookkeeping  and  civil  government. 

The  aim  of  our  teachers  has  been,  not  how  much,  but  how  well 
the  subject  matter  might  be  taught;  and  the  earnestness  with 
which  they  have  labored  has  acted  as  a  new  impetus  to  many 
hitherto  listless  pupils.  To-day,  through  the  untiring  efforts  of 
our  county  teachers,  almost  every  school  district  in  Adams  county 
can  furnish  three  or  four  pupils  who  can  pass  a  creditable  exam- 
ination for  a  second  grade  certificate  before  any  board  of  exam- 
iners. My  aim  has  been  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  teacher, 
well  knowing  that  with  a  well  equipped  body  of  instructors,  the 
educational  interests  of  the  county  are  in  safe  hands.  One  great 
obstacle  to  success  has  been,   want  of  interest  on  the  part  ot 
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the  teacher;  and  for  this  reason  we  want  men  and  women  whose 
hearts  are  thoroughly  enlisted  in  the  work.  We  want  practical 
teachers,  practical  parents,  practical  accommodations  for  teaching, 
and  then  practical  results  will  be  attained.  ] 

I  trust  that  this  cursory  review  of  the  progress  made  by  our         * 
schools  during  the  past  two  years  will  be  satisfactory,  and  that 
the   future   of    the  youth  of  Adams  county  may  indeed  grow 
brighter,  until  the  state  of  the  perfect  intellectual  manhood  and 
womanhood  shall  have  been  reached. 

ANTELOPE  COUNTY.  ^ 

(Mrs.)  G.  C.  Palmer,  Superintendent. 

Antelope  county  comprises  an  area  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-  J 
four  square  miles,  contains  one  hundred  and  fourteen  school  dis-  \ 
tricts  and  an  equal  number  of  school  houses,  most  of  which  are 
kept  in  good  repair  and  furnished  with  patent  seats,  good  black 
boards,  maps,  and  other  apparatus. 

Our  teachers  as  a  class,  are  energetic  and  wide  awake.  They 
are  progressive  and  ever  ready  to  avail  themselve  of  every  means 
that  will  aid  them  in  their  work.  Nearly  all  of  them  take  one  or 
more  ckiucational  papers.  At  our  last  institute  we  enrolled  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  teachers  with  an  average  attendance  of 
one  hundred  and  eighteen.  A  course  of  study  for  institute  work 
was  adopted  which  proved  of  much  value  and  a  success  in  every 
respect.  Classification  registers  and  the  state  course  of  study  are 
used  in  all  the  rural  schools.  Several  pupils  will  graduate  from 
the  ruial  schools  this  year.  There  are  four  graded  schools  in 
the  county  which  are  doing  good  work 

The  Teachers'  Association  ceased  to  exist  in  this  county  two 
years  ago,  but  at  our  last  institute  we  reorganized  it  and  it  is  now 
m  a  healthful  condition. 

Our  school  officers  show  a  lively  interest  in  the  improvement 
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of  our  schools  by  their  intelligent  efforts  to  increase  the  effective- 
ness of  sqjiool  work.  With  much  pleasure  I  hereby  acknowledge 
the  general  promptness  and  eflSciency  of  the  school  oflScers  of  the 
county.  As  a  class  they  have  been  well  chosen.  While  the 
schools  are  not  all  we  could  wish,  yet  they  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition  and  good  progress  is  being  made. 

BLAiNE  COUNTY. 

T.  C.  Beck,  Superintendent 

Blaine  county  is  divided  into  twenty  school  districts.  Twelve 
of  the  districts  are  supplied  with  school  houses  and  the  neces- 
sary furniture. 

Some  of  the  districts  have  nine  months  of  school  during  the 
year,  while  the  majority  of  them  can  afford  only  a  three  months' 
term  each  year. 

No  high  school  districts  have  yet  been  organized  in  the  county, 
and  the  probabilities  are  that  this  will  not  be  done  for  some  time. 

This  county  has  a  very  eflScient  corps  of  teachers  who  are  faith- 
ful workers  and  deserve  great  praise  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  they  attend  to  their  duties. 

As  a  rule  the  school  patrons  are  taking  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  the  schools  and  frequently  send  their  children  to  school  in  the 
adjoining  districts  after  the  school  term  in  their  own  district  has 
expired. 

BUFFALO  COUNTY. 

N.  P.  McDonald,  Superintendent. 

The  schools  of  Buffalo  county  are  improving  year  by  year.  In 
our  117  school  districts'  are  143  well  built  school  houses  comfort- 
ably arranged.  As  a  general  thing  they  are  well  supplied  with 
good  blackboards  and  necessary  apparatus. 
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There  has  been  a  systematic  attempt  to  classify  and  grade  all 
the  country  schools.  Where  the  county  superintendent  has  had 
the  co-operation  of  the  teacher  and  school  board  it  has  been  a 
success. 

School  boards  are  making  a  constant  demand  for  better  teach- 
ing. In  order  to  secure  it  they  are  offering  higher  wages  and 
longer  terms  than  ever  before.  Thfs  demand  is  being  met  by 
those  who  have  made  preparation  for  the  business  of  teaching. 
The  well-graded  schools  in  our  six  towns,  together  with  Gibbon 
Normal  School  and  Platte  Institute,  are  annually  turning  out 
material  for  superior  teachers.  Many  of  these  enter  our  school 
rooms  and  by  virtue  of  their  ability  and  preparation  our  7,500 
echool  children  are  better  taught  and  better  trained. 

BDET  COUNTY. 

E.  A.  Seabs,  Superintendent. 

Number  of  children  in  county,  4,173;  whole  number  attending 
school,  3,198;  average  attendance,  2,065.  There  are  a  few  over  a 
hundred  qualified  teachers  in  the  county,  sixteen  first  grade, 
twenty  third  grade,  and  the  great  majority  second.  The  standard 
of  qualification  has  been  raised  fifty  per  cent  in  both  second  and 
third,  and  an  average  of  ninety  required  for  the  first.  Teachers 
reading  the  Reading  Circle  books  are  allowed  twenty  per  cent  as 
recommended  by  state  superintendent.  The  younger  teachers 
are  encouraged  to  attend  the  adjacent  normals.  Good  teachers 
get  from  $35  to  $45  per  month  and  there  is  an  active  demand  for 
the  best  teachers.  The  average  school  attendance  is  not  what  it 
should  be.  The  trouble  is  that  many  of  the  districts  are  too  large 
compelling  children  to  go  four  or  five  miles  to  school  in  some 
cases  and  in  some  districts  there  is  not  room  in  school  room  to 
accommodate  the  scholars  in  the  district,  still  division  is  almost 
impossible  for  fear  of  taxes.     The  county  tax  plan  ought  to  be  a 
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great  boon  to  the  country  districts.  Some  of  tlie  districts  levy 
from  three  to  five  mills,  while  the  average  for  the  county  is  twelve 
and  one-half  mills. 

All  of  the  teachers  were  provided  with  the  course  of  study  and 
institute  manual  and  are  making  a  great  effort  to  classify  the 
country  schools.  Irregular  attendance  is  the  great  trouble  and 
the  compulsory  attendance  law  dpes  not  cause  an  improvement, 
as  it  is  nobody's  duty  to  see  that  it  is' enforced.  The  schools  are 
provided  with  classification  registers  which  make  the  records  very 
complete. 

We  have  had  two  very  successful  meetings  of  the  teachers'  as- 
sociation and  will  hold  two  more,  one  in  February  and  the  other 
in  April.  The  attendance  was  about  sixty,  discussions  good,  and 
very  profitable  meetings  held.  Most  of  the  districts  have  been 
visited  since  I  came  into  oflSoe,  quite  a  number  more  than  once. 
More  schools  are  buying  apparatus  and  school  helps  every  year. 
About  two-fifths  of  the  school  districts  furnish  books  and  supplies. 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

0.  I.  J.  Barker,  Superintendent. 

Butler  county  has  eighty-nine  and  one-half  districts,  employ- 
ing one  hundred  and  nineteen  teachers.  Two  new  districts  have 
been  formed  in  the  past  year,  and  four  good  buildings  erected. 
All  the  rooms  are  well  furnished  with  patent  desks.  Generally 
speaking  the  houses  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and  in  many  rooms 
we^find  a  fair  supply  of  apparatus,  there  being,  however,  a  need 
of  dictionaries  and  globes  'in  some  districts.  Many  districts  are 
yet  too  large,  some  containing  twelve  sections,  thus  some  are 
denied  school  privilege  during  inclement  weather. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  is  largely  normal  trained  employing 
approved  methods  and  making  good  progress.  The  state 
course   of   study  and  Welch's   classification   are  in  use.     This 
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year  we  began  the  use  of  uniform  questions  and  monthly  exam- 
inations in  the  country  schools  with  a  view  to  holding  central 
and  final  examinations  next  year.  Many  of  our  schools  are  pretty 
well  graded,  but  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  on  this  line.  Bet- 
ter interest  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  has  never  been  mani- 

• -"fested.     The  custom  of  hiring  teachers  for  the  entire  school  year 

prevails  much  more  generally  Ihan  heretofore,  thus  adding  ma- 
terially  to  progress  in  the  work  and  raising  the  average  of  wages. 

Nearly  all  boards  have  contracted  for  and  are  furnishing  books, 
thus  removing  a  great  obstacle  by  insuring  plenty  of  books  of 
uniform  kind.  We  find  no  cause  for  complaint  concerning  the 
performance  of  duty  by  the  school  boards  except,  perhaps,  in  the 
matter  of  visiting,  and  this  neglect  extends  to  other  patrons  as 
well. 

Teachers'  Association  meetings  are  held  monthly,  and  the  at- 
tendance and  interest  are  generally  good. 

Our  institute  was  not  so  well  attended  last  summer  as  it  should 
have  been,  though  this  is  partially  explained  in  cdSsideration  of 
the  fact  that  many  of  our  teachers  attended  summer  school  else- 
where. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  reason  for  congratulation  upon  the 
condition  of  educational  interests  in  the  county  and  to  liope  for 
much  in  the  future. 

CHASE  COUNTY. 

David  Ogilvie,  Superintendent 

The  first  school  district  in  Chase  county  was  organized  in  June 
1886.  There  are  now  seventy-one  districts,  sixty-five  of  which 
have  school  houses. 

As  these  districts  had  no  school  funds  to  begin  with,  they 
nearly  all  built  sod  school  houses,  doing  the  work  themselves, 
and  raising  what  money  was  necessary  for  lumber,  etc.,  by  sub- 
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Bcription.  Teachers  were  then  paid  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
dollars  per  month,  in  school  orders  which  they  sold  at  a  discount 
of  twenty  per  cent. 

In  1887  there  were  479  children  attending  school,  and  the 
total  expenditure  for  school  purposes  during  that  year  was  $409. 
In  1892  there  were  1,300  school  children  in  the  county,  and  the 
total  expenditure  for  school  purposes  was  $15,930.36.  The  sod 
school  house  with  its  home-made  desks  and  blackboard  has  had 
its  day ;  the  great  increase  in  the  taxable  property  of  the  districts 
making  it  possible  to  erect  neat  frame  buildings  and  furnish  them 
with  improved  furniture  and  apparatus.  Many  of  the  districts 
are  now  out  of  debt  and,  instead  of  paying  twenty  dollars  a  month, 
in  orders,  for  a  three  months'  school,  cheerfully  pay  from  thirty 
dollars  to  forty  dollars  a  month,  in  cash,  for  a  six  months'  term, 
demanding,  of  course,  better  work  for  the  better  pay. 

-The  teacherff  of  the  county,  generally,  are  deeply  interested  in 
their  work.  They  have  organized  a  Teachers'  Association  and 
meet  monthly  for  mental  and  social  improvement  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  topics  as  may  lead  to  their  greater  success  as 
teachers. 

The  educational  disadvantages  attending  every  new  locality 
have,  in  a  great  measure,  passed;  and  with  reasonably  good  school 
houses  and  school  furniture,  uniformity  of  text-books  furnished 
by  the  district,  and  zealous,  competent  teachers,  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  the  youth  of  Chase  county,  may  not  get  a  liberal  country 
school  education. 

CHEREY  COUNTY. 

Cyrus  W.  King,  Superintendent. 

Cherry  county  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  Nebraska 

It  is  the  largest  county  in  the  state,  having  an  area  of  6,048 

square  miles.     It  is  five  times  as  large  as  Rhode  Island,  larger 

than  Connecticut  and  nearly  as  large  as  Massachusetts. 
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According  to  the  latest  census  reports  it  has  a  population  of 
6,420,  including  1,581  chile* ren  of  school  age. 

It  has  sevenfcy-five  organized  school  districts  and  sixty  schools 
now  in  active  operation. 

The  county  as  yet  is  in  a  pioneer  condition  and  the  people  are 
obliged  to  endure  many  trying  inconveniences.  These  difficulties 
are  rapidly  being  overcome  or  greatly  modified. 

Nearly  every  community  in  the  county  that  is  able  to  do  so 
has  organized  a  school  district  and  is  keeping  up  a  school  as  well 
as  the  means  at  its  disposal  will  permit        , 

Forces  have  been  put  to  work  within  the  last  year  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  schools  that  promise  very  important  results. 
Four  local  teachers'  associations  have  been  established  that  meet 
once  a  month.  Special  examinations  are  being  held  where 
needed  and  branch  institutes  for  the  convenience  of  those  who 
live  at  a  distance  from  the  county  seat  are  planned  for  the  near 
future.  Principal  E.  E.  Good  will  make  a  teacher's  training 
class  an  important  feature  of  the  Valentine  High  school  during 
the  coming  winter  term.  All  of  the  .county  papers,  irrespective 
of  politics,  publish  a  school  department,  edited  by  the  county 
superintendent. 

A  vigorous  policy  has  been  adopted  that  is  receiving  the  hearty 
support  of  thinking  people,  and  great  pains  is  being  taken  to  or- 
ganize the  schools  and  all  school  forces  for  steady,  successful 
advancement. 

The  school  boards  generally  are  anxious  that  the  school  funds 
are  used  to  the  very  best  possible  advantage.  Most  of  our 
school  houses  are  a  credit  to  the  communities  that  built  them. 
Reasonable  wages  are  paid  competent  teachers,  but  as  yet  the 
demand  is  greater  than  the  supply.  There  is  plenty  of  material 
in  the  county  out  of  which  to  develop  just  such  teachers  as  are 
needed.  Determined  effort  is  being  made  to  train  and  energize 
this  material  and  then  place  teachers  where  they  can  accomplish 
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the  best  results.     On  the  whole,  the  outlook  for  the  schools  of 
Cherry  county  is  very  promising. 

CHEYENNE  COUNTY. 

(Miss)  Mattie  McGee,  Superintendent. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  office  of  superintendent  of  Chey- 
enne county,  January,  1890,  there  were  sixty-five  school  districts 
in  the  county;  now  there  are  eighty-four,  with  petitions  in  circu- 
lation for  three  more.  The  sod  school  houses  are  being  replaced 
by  good  frame  ones  in  many  districts.  The  majority  of  the  dis- 
tricts now  furnish  text- books  and  other  supplies.  Teachers' 
wages  are  better  each  year  as  the  districts  become  more  able  to 
afford  it ;  consequently  we  have  better  teachers. 

We  have  four  successful  teachers'  associations  in  the  county 
each  year  in  different  localities.  Many  of  our  teachers  hate 
taken  the  State  Reading  Circle  work  for  the  past  three  years.  In 
August,  1892,  a  library  association  was  organized  by  the  teacli- 
ers  and  now  we  have  918  books  at  their  disposal.  Notwithstand- 
ing our  schools  suffered  much  by  the  dry  season  of  1890  and  a  loss 
of  several  thousand  dollars  by  the  failure  of  a  state  bank,  in  which 
were  deposited  the  county  funds,  I  think  they  compare  favorably 
with  many  western  counties  of  the  state.  In  1890  and  1891  we 
had  successful  institutes  with  an  attendance  each  year  of  sixty. 

CLAY  COUNTY. 

N.  M.  Gbaham,  Superintendent 

Clay  county  has  seventy-five  districts  and  eighty-four  school 
houses.  During  the  past  year  seven  new  buildings  have  been 
erected,  five  of  which  displace  old  buildings.  The  new  ones  are 
more  commodious,  more  substantial  and  better  furnished  at  a  cost 
ranging  from  $G00  to  $900.     A  number  of  houses  are  provided 
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with  slate  blackboard.     But  few  are  without  wall  maps,  charts, 
globes,  dictionaries,  and  book  cases. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  teachers  are  required  to  run  the 
schools.  The  standard  of  qualifications  maintained  is  as  high  as 
any  in  the  state. 

There  is  an  organization  of  school  board  members  which  at 
first  met  annually.  But  the  officers,  realizing  the  benefits  derived 
from  meeting  together,  decided  to  meet  semi-annually. 

At  the  last  meeting  it  was  urged  upon  this  office  to  keep  up 
and  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  qualifications  for  teachers.  I 
urge  the  necessity  of  liberal  wages  in  order  to  retain  good 
talent  in  the  field.  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  patrons  ap-  : 
preciate  the  benefit  and  true  worth  of  thorough  and  efficient  work. 
However  the  fact  that  patrons,  as  a  general  rule,  seldom  visit  the 
school,  shows  a  lack  of  that  hearty  co-operation  that  should  exist 
-between  parent  and  teacher. 

Several  years  ago  the  county  furnished  classification  registers 
for  the  rural  schools.  Most  of  these  registers  are  quite  satisfac- 
torily kept  by  teachers;  though  a  number  of  teachers  fail  or  neg- 
lect to  make  out  these  records  and  thus  leave  no  record  for  their 
successors.  The  school  boards  have  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
withhold  at  least  a  months'  salary  until  all  records  are  made  out 
properly. 

The  teachers  have  an  association  which  meets  quarterly.  The 
attendance  and  the  interest  manifested  at  these  meetings  are  en- 
couraging. 

The  financial  support  given  the  schools  is  quite  liberal.  The 
lowest  levy  made  by  any  district  at  the  last  annual  meeting  was 
three  mills  (in  this  district  theie  are  several  miles  of  railroad), 
while  many  levied  to  the  extent  of  law.  The  average  levy  made 
by  all  districts  is  fourteen  mills.  Over  sixty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars were  expended  on  the  schools  for  the  last  fiscal  year.     For 
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each  pupil  as  per  average  attendance,  it  costs  $24.91.     For  each 
pupil  as  per  enrollment,  it  cost  $13.92. 

CUMING  COUNTY. 

William  Collins,  Superintendent 

The  schools  of  onr  county  are  having  much  better  attendance 
both  in  the  city  and  rural  districts.  My  visits  to  the  schools  have 
led  me  to  believe  there  is  better  work  being  done  by  the  teachers 
than  ever  before.  Very  few  of  the  districts  remain  unsupplied 
with  books  by  the  school  boards.  This  has  a  tendency  to  create 
a  more  regular  attendance  upon  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  greatly 
increases  the  zeal  of  teachers  in  their  work.  Nine-tenths  of  the 
teachers  are  ladies.  There  have  been  but  few  applications  for 
license  to  teach  from  males  during  the  past  year. 

Beemer  village  has  erected  a  fine  brick  building  at  a  cost  of 
ten  thousand  dollars;  some  very  fine  frame  buildings  have  taken 
the  place  of  the  old  buildings  in  the  rural  districts  and  school 
boards  generally  manifest  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  schools. 

DAWSON  COUNTY. 

(Mrs.)  Kate  Bonar,  Superintendent. 

Our  schools  have  not  attained  the  high  position  in  the  scale  of 
proficiency  that  I  would  be  glad  to  report,  but  the  work  being 
done  is  most  encouraging. 

We  have  three  high  schools  located  at  points  convenient  for 
children  from  the  rural  districts  to  attend  with  but  little  expense^ 
The  principals  of  these  schools  are  energetic,  practical  educatorr, 
and  the  influence  of  their  faithful  work  is  felt  throughout  the 
county. 

The  one  thing  demanded  of  the  country  teacher  has  been  the 
systematized  grading  of  the  schools,  and  no  praise  is  too  great 
for  the  patient  effort  made. 
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There  are  but  few  schools  in  the  county  in  which  the  grading 
is  not  as  close  as  may  be  under  the  circumstances. 

The  year's  school  varies  in  months  from  three  to  nine.  The 
salary  per  month  runs  from  $25  to  $40,  the  average  being  about 
$35  for  the  winter  term  and  $30  for  the  spring  term. 

Many  of  our  teachers  mange  to  board  and  clothe  themselves, 
attend  a  summer  normal  school  and  our  county  institute  on  this 
limited  salary. 

Fifty  of  our  teachers  take  the  State  Beading  Course,  twenty 
take  part  of  the  course,  and  most  of  the  teachers  take  one  or 
more  educational  papers. 

I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  such  enthusiastic  inter- 
est will  be  rewarded  by  better  pay. 

School  officers,  as  a  rule,  are  interested  and  seem  anxious  to 
make  the  best  provision  that  the  lawful  levy  for  the  support  of 
schools  will  permit 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  August  and  continued  two 
weeks  with  half -day  sessions.  A  few  short  business  meetings 
were  held  afternoons. 

Our  instructors  were  able  and  efficient  and  their  work  was  of 
the  highest  order.  A  deep  and  lasting  impression  was  made 
upon  mind  and  heart  of  the  teachers. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Lincoln,  came  to  us  unannounced  and 
delivered  a  public  lecture  that  was  highly  appreciated. 

We  have  a  County  Teachers'  Association  that  meets  four  times 
a  year  and  a  branch  association  that  meets  as  often  as  practicable. 

DEUEL  COUNTY. 

(Mrs.)  S.  C.  German,  Superintendent. 

Generally  speaking,  I  believe  the  people  of  our  county  are 
giving  more  -attention  to  educational  matters  thau  at  e^nj  time 
past. 
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Teachers  are  becoming  dissatisfied  with  their  low  grade  cer- 
tificates, and  many  of  them  are  planning  to  attend  some  good 
school  in  the  near  future.  School  district  officers  are  inquiring 
for  earnest,  competent  teachers,  and  are  willing  to  pay  reasonable 
salaries  to  such. 

About  thirty  of  our  teachers  have  taken  up  the  state  course  of 
reading.  The  state  course  of  study  for  country  schools  has  been 
adopted  in  the  county,  and  teachers  are  required  to  send  monthly 
reports  to  the  county  superintendents  showing  just  what  is  being 
done  in  each  course,  or  grade.  Monthly  examination  questions 
have  been  furnished  to  each  teacher,  and  thus  ^  a  uniformity  of 
work  secured  throughout  the  county. 

DIXON  COUNTY. 

(Miss)  Mary  Schroeb,  Superintendent. 

Dixon  county  contains  seventy-four  school  districts  with  seventy- 
five  school  houses  all  of  which  are  frame,  and  most  of  them  good 
buildings.  There  are  eighty-seven  teachers  employed  in  the 
schools.  By  the  last  census  we  had  8,331  children  of  school  age. 
Theschool  officers,  as  a  rule,  take  deep  interest  in  school  matters, 
and  give. their  hearty  support  to  any  measure  that  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  improvement  of  our  schools.  The  teachers  are  earnest, 
zealous,  and  seem  anxious  to  improve.  Almost  all  of  them  are 
subscribers  to  some  good  school  paper.  Classification  registers 
are  used  in  all  districts  of  this  county,  and  we  find  them  of  great 
help  in  grading  the  schools.  School  books  are  furnished  by  dis- 
tricts, almost  universally.  Our  Teachers'  Associations  and  an- 
nual institutes  are  well  attended,  and  have  proven  very  beneficial. 

DODGE  COUNTY. 
D.  V,  Stephens,  Superintendent. 

FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

A  system  of  classification  was  introduced  three  years  ago,  and 
15 
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has  been  improved  year  after  year  as  experience  and  advance- 
ment showed  it  necessary.  The  system  consists  of  a  course  of 
study  for  the  country  schools,  classification  registers,  and  report- 
ing blanks,  diplomas,  and  Welch's  How  to  Organize  and  Teach  a 
Country  School.  With  this  system  the  schools  have  been 
thoroughly  classified  and  are  pursuing  the  course  of  study.  The 
supervision  of  the  classification  of  the  schools  is  very  rigid,  there- 
fore the  records  are  complete  and  accurate.  In  making  visits 
each  record  is  carefully  scrutinized  and  blue  penciled  "approved" 
or  "not  approved"  which  insures  correct  reports  from  successive 
teachers,  This  method  impresses  upon  the  teachers  that  their 
work  is  subject  to  public  criticism,  and  great  care  is  used  on  their 
part  to  follow  the  instructions  of  the  county  superintendent 

FOB  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  TEACHERS. 

A  course  of  study,  and  a  system  of  credits  have  been  intro- 
duced and  used  with  very  gratifying  results.  The  county  associ- 
ation is  divided  into  five  sections,  and  the  teachers  are  assigned 
to  the  different  sections  according  to  location.  Each  section 
meets  eight  times  a  year,  and  each  teacher  is  held  accountable 
for  absence.  The  county  superintendent  is  county  manager  of 
all  the  sections,  and  each  teacher  must  file  an  excuse  with  coimty 
manager  each  month  if  absent.  Each  section  has  a  local  man- 
ager who  reports  the  names  of  those  present  at  each  meeting, 
those  absent,  those  tardy  or  leaving  before  meeting  closed,  and 
those  taking  part  in  the  discussions,  to  the  county  manager  who 
files  these  reports  with  the  excuses  for  use  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  a  synopsis  of  these  reports 
is  made,  and  a  certificate  issued  to  those  teachers  having  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  80%.  This  certificate  exempts  the  holder  from 
examination  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  gives  the  teacher  a 
strong  recommendation  for  professional  interest.     The  result  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  227 

this  system  is  an  active  attendance  of  more  than  eighty  per  cent 
of  the  teachers  of  this  county  at  each  month's  meetings  *during 
the  year.  Before  using  the  method  of  crediting  teachers  for  pro- 
fessional work  not  over  fifty  per  cent  attended. 

FOB   THE   IMPROVEMENT   OP   THE   TEACHEBS'    INSTITUTE. 

'^A  four-years  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  and  used  for 
the  past  three  years.  At  the  close  of  each  institute  the  standing 
of  each  teacher  is  properly  noted,  and  those  who  have  a  satis- 
factory record  are  promoted  or  graduated.  Diplomas  are  issued 
to  those  completing  the  course.  The  result  of  this  method  is 
greater  interest,  harder  work,  and  better  attendance. 

THE   SCHOOL   BUILDINGS. 

The  school  buildings  of  the  county  are  fair.  The  county  has 
seventy-seven  frame,  and  twelve  brick  buildings,  seventy-eight  dis- 
tricts and  two  fractional  districts,  6,721  schobl  children,  and  128 
teachers.  The  county  employs  seventy-five  teachers  in  the  coun- 
try districts  and  fifty-three  in  the  villages  and  cities.  The  school 
buildings  are  very  well  supplied  with  apparatus,  and  school 
officers  show  a  reasonable  amount  of  interest  in  education. 

FRONTIEE  COUNTY. 

N.  H.  JONES,  Superintendent. 

Frontier  county,  though  comparatively  a  new  county,  has  one 
hundred  and  four  school  districts,  all  of  which  have  schools  this 
school  year.  Ninety-five  of  the  one  hundred  and  four  school 
districts  have  school  buildings. 

Seven  years  ago  there  was  one  frame  school  building  in  the 
county;  now  we  have  about  sixty,  one  half  of  which  have  been 
built  during  the  past  twelve  months. 
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The  new  school  buildings  are  large,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
furnished  with  plenty  of  blackboards  and  good  seats.  Some, 
also,  have  a  fair  supply  of  charts,  maps,  etc.  Most  of  the  old 
school  buildings,  though  made  of  sod,  are  well  seated.  From 
the  many  improvements  which  we  find  in  the  condition  of  school 
property  in  the  last  year,  we  must  admit  that  the  school  officers 
and  taxpayers  of  our  county  are  doing  all  we  could  ask  of  them 
in  that  line. 

The  school  population  of  this  county  has  increased  three  hun- 
.dred,  or  eleven  per  cent  in  the  last  year,  giving  us  now  a  school 
population  of  3;  008. 

The  schools  of  the  county  have  suffered  much  ever  since  their 
organization  from  the  inexperience  of  new  teachers,  who  entered 
the  profession  without  any  normal  training  whatever.  This  be- 
ing a  new  county,  wages  have  necessarily  been  low,  and  for  this 
reason  well  qualified  teachers  have  been  scarce.  However,  this 
difficulty  will  soon  cease.  The  average  wages  paid  to  the  teach- 
ers of  their  county  at  £he  present  time  are  about  thirty-two  and  a 
half  dollars  per  month,  an  increase  over  the  wages  paid  last  year 
of  about  twenty  per  cent. 

The  grade  of  qualification  of  the  teacher  has  been  raised  fif- 
teen per  cent  this  year,  and  we  are  much  pleased  with  the  results. 

An  effort  has  been  made  during  the  last  six  months  to  grade 
the  county  schools,  with  fair  success. 

We  have  four  village  schools  in  the  county  which  are  quite 
well  graded — Maywood,  Curtis,  Eustis,  and  Stockville. 

We  hold  teachers'  meetings  quarterly  and  generally  they  are 
well  attended. 

Most  of  my  time  is  occupied  in  visiting  schools.  Becushing 
some  of  the  schools  is  a  great  task;  the  county  being  large  and 
much  of  it  very  broken. 
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GAGE  COUNTY. 
A.  A.  Reed,  Superintendent. 

The  are  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  school  districts  in  Gage 
county  exclusive  of  the  cities  of  Beatrice  and  Wymore.  All  but 
two  are  furnished  with  suitable  buildings  and  a  reasonable 
amount  of  apparatus  One  has  been  lately  organized;  the  other, 
the  village  of  Liberty,  lost  everything  by  fire.  Eighty  per  cent 
own  their  text-booka  Most  of  the  districts  are  out  of  debt  and 
are  able  to  meet  expenses  promptly.  A  levy  of  two  mills  would 
pay  all  school  indebtedness  of  the  county,  though  the  burdens 
are  very  unequally  distributed.  The  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  rural  districts  vary  in  size  from  one  and  one-half  to  twelve 
sections;  in  valuation,  from  $5,000  to  $60,000;  in  levy,  from  two 
to  thirty-five  mills. 

All  districts  have  had  from  five  to  ten  months'  school,  the 
average  being  eight  months.  The  average  attendance  has  been 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  enrollment,  but  the  reports  for  the  last  term 
give  evidence  of  an  increase. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  classify  the  rural  schools,  with  con- 
siderable success.  Most  of  them  are  now  following  the  state 
course  of  study  and  examination  questioDS  based  upon  it  are 
issued  quarterly  from  this  office.  Six  pupils  passed  a  satisfac- 
tory examination  for  graduation  from  the  district  schools  last 
June,  and  this  year  there  will  be  many  more.  In  connection  with 
the  examinations  report  cards  are  used  in  all  schools,  increa,8ing 
the  interest  of  both  pupils  and  parents. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  county  is  of  good  grade  and  is  char- 
acterized by  great  earnestness.  The  supply  has  not  been  suffi- 
cient to  fill  all  positions  promptly,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
bring  several  teachers  to  the  county  to  meet  the  demand.  There 
has  been  an  unusual  scarcity  of  male  teachers.  Wages  have  ad- 
vanced slightly  and  the  tenure  of  office  has  lengthened.     With 
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but  few  exceptions,  teachers  now  employed  will  retain  their 
positions  throughout  the  year. 

The  teachers  have  a  strong  county  association,  with  superin- 
tendent Pearse  at  its  head,  which  meets  quarterly ;  also  five  dis- 
trict organizations  holding  monthly  meetings  and  attended  by 
nearly  all.  The  teachers  receive  credit  in  the  records  of  this 
oflSce  for  attendance  at  all  these  meetings.  The  reading  circles 
aggregate  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  members,  and  are  doing 
excellent  work. 

During  the  year  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of 
the  county,  attended  by  all  the  teachers,  with  two  exceptions,  of 
the  respective  localities,  the  boards  closing  school  to  enable  them 
to  be  present  In  connection  with  the  institute,  patrons'  meet- 
ings were  held,  which  were  well  attended  and  were  of  much  benefit 
to  the  schools. 

The  superintendent  visited  all  schools  during  the  year,  and 
from  the  character  of  pupils,  teachers,  and  officers,  has  reason  to 
expect  great  progress  the  coming  year. 

GOSPEE  COUNTY. 

S.  B.  Yeoman,  Superintendent 

Gosper  county,  though  one  of  the  western  counties  of  the  state, 
having  been  organized  only  about  fifteen  years  and  containing 
only  468  square  miles,  has  sixty  organized  school  districts  within 
her  borders,  besides  four  joint  districts  with  other  counties. 
Fifty  out  of  the  sixty  sod  school  houses,  have  been  replaced  with 
substantial  frame  buildings  which  are  generally  well  supplied 
with  patent  seats,  maps,  charts,  etc.  The  several  districts  sup- 
port from  three  to  nine  months  school  during  the  year,  averaging 
about  seven  months.  Teacher's  wages  range  from  thirty  to  forty 
dollars  per  month  in  the  country  districts  and  forty  to  sixty  dol- 
lars in  town. 
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I  have  almost  completed  the  work  of  grading  the  country 
schools  of  the  county — only  four  remaiug  ungraded.  These  will 
be  graded  soon.  A  uniform  course  of  study  has  been  put  in 
every  school  and  the  work  of  teaching  systematized  throughout 
the  county. 

A  classification  record  has  been  placed  in  each  schooL  A 
record  of  the  work  of  each  pupil  for  each  term  will  be  left  at  the 
close  of  each  term  for  the  benefit  of  the  succeeding  teacher.  I 
have  hopes  of  great  good  resulting  from  the  new  system  of  school 
work,  in  fact,  good  results  are  already  apparent  Most  of  the 
districts  furnish  text-books.  Gosper  county  will  always  be  found 
in  the  front  rank  and  abreast  of  the  times  educationally. 

GEEELEY  COUNTY. 

B.  P.  Cbunioan,  Superintendent 

The  schools  of  Greeley  county  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
There  has  been  increased  activity  and  interest  among  the  teachers 
and  patrons  in  the  past  year.  Since  January  1st,  1892,  I  have 
formed  three  new  districts  and  established  a  good  Teachers' 
county  library  in  connection  with  the  Teachers'  County  Associa- 
tion which  meets  once  a  month.  The  synthetic  system  of  teach- 
ing reading  is  used  in  a  number  of  our  schools.  The  state  course 
of  study  and  method  of  grading  schools  are  taken  to  kindly  by  the 
teachers  and  used  pretty  generally.  The  schools  generally  cele- 
brated Columbus  Day,  and  planted  quite  a  number  of  trees  on 
Arbor  Day. 

HARLAN  COUNTY. 

J.  T,  Lamson,  Superintendent 

There  are  in  this  county  seventy -two  public  school  buildings, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  are  in  fair  condition,  having  patent 
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seats,  a  reasonable  amount  of  blackboard,  maps,  globes,  and 
charts,  the  latter  representing  a  great  variety  of  subjects.  In 
many  districts  they  lack  dictionaries;  we  have  been  trying  to  im- 
press upon  the  board  the  necessity  of  such  work  in  every  district. 
We  succeeded  in  quite  a  number  of  instances,  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  place  them  in  many  more  during  the  coming  year. 

We  had  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  county  institute,  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  McOary,  of  Orleans.  It  was  held  the  forepart  of 
August  for  two  weeks.  There  were  eighty-six  teachers  in  attend- 
ance, and  I  think  all  felt  that  they  were  benefited  by  the  work. 

We  have  three  county  associations  during  the  year  ;  besides 
this,  we  meet  twice  a  year  in  an  inter-county  association  with 
three  other  counties.  These  meetings  are  held  in  different  parts 
of  the  county  so  as  to  be  convenient  for  all  of  the  teachers  at 
some  one  of  these  places,  at  least,  during  the  year. 

Our  teachers  as  a  general  rule  are  doing  good  work ;  some  are 
not  as  strong  as  they  should  be,  but  on  the  whole,  I  think  they 
will  compare  very  favorably  with  the  teachers  of  the  state. 

The  graduates  of  our  high  schools  find  ready  employment  as  , 
teachers  in  our  county,  and  their  services  are  in  good  demand  in 
adjoining  counties.  ^ 

The  people  in  the  rural  districts  are  waking  up  on  the  subject 
of  education.  Many  are  sending  their  children  to  the  high  school 
and  not  a  few  are  attending  school  out  of  the  county  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning.  As  soon  as  we  can  convince  our  people 
that  poor  work  is  dear  at  any  price,  and  good  work  is  cheap  at  a 
reasonable  price,  I  feel  that  our  county  will  soon  move  in  the 
front  rank. 

HITCHCOCK  COUNTY. 

(Miss)  Julia  Cabmody,  Superintendent. 
Our  institute  was  well  attended  and  hard  work  was  done. by  all. 
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The  instructors  did  good  work.  Their  efforts  were  appreciated, 
understood,  and  are  now  being  applied  by  most  of  the  teachers 
throughout  the  county.  Our  teachers  are  progressive  and  willing 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  means  that  will  aid  them  in  their 
work.  A  large  number  take  some  leading  educational  paper,  and 
many  two  or  more.  Quite  a  number  have  works  on  teaching,  and 
although  the  most  of  our  teachers  are  young  and  with  little  ex- 
perience in  teaching,  there  seems  a  general  ambition  to  rise  in 
the  profession. 

We  have  organized  a  county  reading  circle  and  association.  We 
have  local  associations  that  meet  on  second  Saturday  of  each 
month,  and  the  general  association  meets  every  three  months. 
The  general  condition  of  the  schools,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  improv- 
ing^. Although  our  county  is  new,  our  aim  is  to  make  our  schools* 
equal  to  any  in  the  state. 

HOWARD  COUNTY. 

J.  T.  Pabker,  Superintendent. 

There  are  sixty-nine  school  districts  in  this  county  and  all  had 
school  during  the  last  school  year  for  the  length  of  time  required 
by  law.  There  are  seventy  school  buildings,  of  which  sixty- 
seven  are  frame,  two  brick,  and  one  concrete.  Two  school  houses 
were  built  last  year  in  country  districts  at  an  expense  of  $1,300. 
These  buildings  are  all  in  reasonable  repair.  All  have  some 
blackboard  and  very  nearly  all  have  some  additional  apparatus, 
such  as  maps,  globes,  charts,  etc. 

The  attention  of  school  officers  and  teachers  has  been  called 
to  the  importance  and  value  of  a  well  selected  library.  One  ses- 
sion of  the  Teachers'  Association  was  devoted  almost  wholly  to 
this  subject.  As  a  result,  a  general  interest  was  aroused  and  con- 
siderable additions  have  been  made  to  existing  libraries  and  sev  - 
eral  new  ones  founded.     At  least  one  district  has  made  a  small 


Digitized  by 


Google 


214  REPORT  OF  THE 

a[)propriation  for  this  purpose,  but  in  most  instances  the  money 
has  been  secured  by  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils,  who  have 
solicited  contributions  from  the  people  of  the  district  and  also 
given  entertainments  and  charged  a  small  fee  for  admission.  The 
reading  habits  formed  by  pupils  in  early  years  are  likely  to  go 
with  them  through  life,  and  how  much  better  it  is  to  acquire  a 
taste  for  wholesome  and  elevating  literature  than  for  the  sensa- 
tional and  trashy  productions  which  are  so  common.  It  has  been 
the  aim  to  crowd  out  the  worthless  and  vicious  by  providing 
something  worth  reading. 

The  annual  institute  was  well  attended,  the  instructors  compe- 
tent, efficient,  and  practical ;  the  teachers  seemed  interested  and 
worked  faithfully  and  enthusiastically. 

MaDy  of  our  teachers  have  obtained  their, education  wholly  in 
the  common  schools,  and  to  them  the  institute  work  has  been  of 
great  value  and  assistance.  They  have  not  only  received  new 
ideas  of  the  purposes  of  education  and  methods  of  teaching,  but 
have  been  stimulated  to  push  on  and  make  more  thorough  prepa- 
ration for  their  work. 

During  the  past  year  more  teachers  and  young  persons  in- 
tending to  become  teachers  have  attended  normal  schools  than 
ever  before.  More  than  one- half  of  the  teachers  now  in  the 
schools  of  this  county  have  attended  some  higher  institution  of 
learning,  such  as  normal  school,  academy,  or  college.  Far  the 
greater  part  have  had  some  previous  experience  in  teaching;  a 
few  have  taught  fifteen  or  even  twenty  years. 

Our  teachers  as  a  whole  are  progressive  and  anxious  for  self- 
improvement;  ready  to  adopt  all  hints  and  suggestions  that 
promise  better  results.  Fifty  are  doing  the  work  of  the  State 
Beading  Circle  course,  and  some  get  several  new  professional 
books  every  year.  Nearly  or  quite. all  read  at  least  one  educa- 
tional paper  and  many  read  several. 

During  the  last  year  thirty-three  male  and  sixty-five  female 
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teachers  have  taught  in  this  county,  a  total  of  ninety -eight.  For 
the  previous  year  there  were  forty-six  male  and  sixty-seven 
female  teachers — a  total  of  113.  This  indicated  that  an  increas- 
ing number  of  districts  retain  the  same  teacher  throughout  the 
year.  In  point  of  fact  forty-four  districts  have  done  so  during 
the^past  year.  This  shows  progress  in  the  right  direction,  as 
frequent  changes  of  teachers  are  unquestionably  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  school. 

The  state  course  of  study  is  in  quite  general  use.  A  copy  of 
this  course  and  of  the  manual  of  institute  work  have  been  placed 
in  every  school  and  a  careful  study  of  both  recommended  to  the 
teacher.  Teachers  have  also  been  urged  to  explain  the  course  of 
study  to  their  pupils  and  have  it  read  by  them. .  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  current  school  year  blanks  for  teachers'  monthly  re- 
ports were  sent  out,  based  on  this  course.  These  reports,  as  they 
come  in,  show  a  manifest  improvement  in  grading. 

The  school  officers,  as  a  rule,  are  interested  in  school  work  and 
discharge  their  duties  with  intelligence  and  fidelity.  They  are 
willing  to  furnish  needed  supplies  when  they  can  be  made  to  see 
their  utility. 

Sixty-two  directors  reported  text-books  furnished  by  the  dis- 
trict Of  the  other  seven,  I  think  five  now  furnish  books.  The 
free  text-book  law  is  generally  approved. 

The  amount  of  money  expended  for  all  school  purposes  the 
past  year  was  $32,924,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of 
$2,273. 

The  total  indebtedness  of  school  districts,  as  reported  last 
July  was  $27,536,  a  decrease  during  the  year  of  $5,457. 

The  above  statements  show  that  our  schools  are  efficient,  pro- 
gressive, and  well  supported  by  public  sentiment.  It  is  true  that 
there  is  a  degree  of  apathy  on  the  part  of  some  citizens,  and  that 
a  few  of  our  teachers  are  not  as  well  qualified  as  they  ought  to 
be;  and  yet  our  schools  are  doing  a  grand  and  necessary  work 
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and  are  worth  far  more  than  they  cost,  and  are,  year  by  year,  in- 
creasing in  eflELciency. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Ohas.  E.  Atkinson,  Superintendent. 

Ed  icational  conditions  in  JeflPerson  county  are  favorable  for  a 
hec.  thy  growth  and  development.  We  have  a  lively,  enegertic  body 
of  teachers  who  are  bound  together  by  an  association  whose  regu- 
lai*  monthly  meetings  are  largely  attended.  A  uniform  character 
is  given  to  the  professional  and  other  reading  of  our  teachers  by 
means  of  a  library  of  403  volumes,  free  to  all  who  are  willing  to 
pay  an  annual  fee  of  $1.00  towards  its  maintenance.  Attendance 
at  institute  is  one  of  the  qualifications  of  a  JefPerson  county 
teacher,  and  this  assists  still  further  in  securing  uniformity  in 
our  work. 

The  school  population  of  the  county  is  5,478,  of  whom  2,824 
are  males  and  2,654  are  females.  Out  of  this  number  there  were 
in  school  at  some  time  during  the  year,  4,269  pupils  of  whom 
2,554  were  males  and  2,015  were  females.  This  is  a  good  show- 
ing, although  it  indicates  that  1,209  persons  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  twenty-one  years  did  not  enjoy  our  school  facilities  during 
the  past  year;  for  not  only  do  our  enterprising  directors  enum- 
erate the  young  married  woman,  but  also,  in  spite  of  our  efforts 
to  keep  them  out,  the  eastern  visitor  and  farm  hand  from  Kansas 
will  occasionally  creep  into  the  census.  There  are  ninety-five 
districts  in  the  county,  including  the  city  schools  of  Fair- 
bury,  and  prosperous  village  schools  of  Endicott,  Steel  City, 
Diller,  Keynold,  Daykin,  Harbine,  and  Jensen.  Several  of  the 
school  houses  are  painted  and  papered  within,  some  are  decorated 
with  appropriate  pictures,  and  all  contain  something  useful  in  the 
line  of  apparatus.  We  will  not  present  the  other  side  of  this 
picture  on  which  might  appear   an  occasional  broken  window, 
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defective  black  board,  and  smoky  wall  and  ceiling,  for  it  is  not 
intended  that  these  features  shall  be  permanent 

Evei*y  district  in  the  county  has  now  adopted  the  free  text-book 
system  and  it  operates  with  very  little  friction.  Last  year  there 
was  expended  for  educational  purposes  in  the  county  the  sum  of 
$59,798.43.  Three  new  school  houses  were  constructed  during 
the  past  year  and  others  which  have  outlived  their  usefulness  will 
probably  be  replaced  during  the  coming  year. 

While  we  can  not  say  that  the  cause  of  education  in  our  county 
flourishes  like  a  "green  bay  tree,"  our  present  condition  encour- 
ages us  tolook  hopefully  into  the  future  for  better  work  and .  hap- 
pier results. 

KEITH  COUNTY. 

(Miss)  Lauba  Eecord,  Superintendent 

All  the  people  of  the  county  reside  in  schools  districts  and  have 
schools  to  attend  either  in  their  own  districts  or  there  is  provision 
made  for  the  pupils  to  attend  school  in  an  adjoining  district. 
Many  districts  are  six  miles  square  while  the  smallest  district  in 
the  county  contains  six  sections.  The  northern  part  of  the 
county  has  not  been  organized  into  school  districts.  There  are 
about  forty  teachers  teaching  in  the  county  at  present  of  all  ages 
from  fifteen  to  fifty-eight.  The  majority  are  progressive;  only 
four  are  teaching  on  third  grade  certificates.  I  find  the  schools 
better  graded  than  they  were  a  year  ago.  More  than  half  the 
teachers  are  members  of  the  Beading  Circle. 

LOGAN  COUNTY. 

(Miss)  Lauba  Peterson,  Superintendent. 

Although  we  labor  under  disadvantages  unknown  to  those  who 
are  not  familiar  with   frontier  life,  yet   we  are  progressing  as 
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our  eastern  friends.  I  have  lately  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting 
schools  in  Iowa  and  was  very  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  we 
were  in  no  way  to  be  discouraged  as  to  our  advancement. 

Owing  to  small  compensation  received  by  us  it  is  impossible 
for  myself  and  teachers  to  attend  teachers'  associations  frequently 
although  it  is  our  greatest  desire  to  do  so. 

At  present  our  schools  are  all  in  session  under  the  management 
of  competent  teachers.  The  majority  of  these  are  not  familiar 
^ith  the  higher  branches,  but  are  thorough  in  those  taught  in 
our  schools. 

I  have  one  fault  to  find  with  my  teachers;  I  have  repeatedly 
called  for  county  meetings  and  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  get 
them  interested,  yet  our  attendance  is  very  small,  owing  some- 
what to  the  long  distance  some  are  forced  to  travel  in  order  to  at- 
tend. ' 

We  have  lately  organized  a  library  association,  have  purchased 
a  small  supply  of  books  with  the  proceeds  of  a  teachers,  enter- 
tainment; we  hope  to  add  to  our  library  as  time  passea 

MADISON  OODNTY. 

E.  G.  Mobsman,  Superintendent. 

In  July,  1868,  H.  A.  Barnes,  first  county  superintendent, 
formed  District  No.  1  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Ellis  taught  therein  the 
first  school  in  the  county.  The  following  year  District  No.  2 
was  formed,  Mrs.  Kidder  acting  as  their  first  teacher.  The 
earliest  distribution  of  the  state  apportionment  seems  to  have 
been  made  in  June,  1869.  This  amounted  to  $91.00  and  was 
divided  between  the  two  organized  districts.  The  first  census 
report  shown  in  the  county  superintendent's  office  is  for  1874 
and  enumerates  767  children  of  school  age,  evidently  a  great  in- 
crease over  1868  and  1869. 

The   succession  of   county  superintendents   appears   to  have 
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been  as  follows:  H.  A.  Barnes,  L.  F.  Taylor,  E.  M.  Squire,  F. 
A.  Cogswell,  J.  B.  H.  Sullivan,  Geo.  S.  Hurford,  E.  M.  Squire, 
P.  J.  Hunt,  L.  B.  Bohannon,  R  G.  Mossman. 

On  Mr.  Hunt's  accession  to  oflSce  in  1882  the  number  of 
districts  had  increased  to  thirty-one,  with  a  school  population  of 
1618.  It  is  difficult  to  get  at  the  work  done  up  to  and  includ- 
ing his  term  of  office.  If  the  records  in  the  county  superintend- 
ent's office  are  reliable,  to  Superintendent  Bohannon  belongs  the 
credit  of  conducting  the  first  teachers'  institute  in  the  county,  in 
August,  1886,  with  an  enrollment  of  sixty-five.  Much  was  done 
by  Mr.  Bohannon  in  the  way  of  raising  the  standard  of  teachers 
and  securing  a  uniformity  of  text-books.  He  died  two  months 
before  his  third  term  of  office  expired,  the  remainder  of  the  term 
being  filled  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Edith  Bohannon. 

Especial  efforts  are  being  made  the  present  year  along  two 
distinct  lines  of  work.  Fibst — ^The  close  systematic  grading  of 
the  country  schools.  The  Nebraska  state  course  of  study  is  used 
and  every  child  entering  school  is  required  to  take  all  the  work 
of  his  grade.  He  is  given  credit  for  what  he  does  and  continues 
the  work  next  year  from  where  he  leaves  off  this  year.  Second — 
The  placing  of  a  school  library  in  every  district  in  the  county. 
Already  some  of  the  districts  have  responded  and  others  will  fall 
into  line  before  the  year  is  ended.  In  most  cases  this  libraiy 
will  be  eecured  by  voting  a  tax  for  that  purpose. 

To  sum  up:  From  the  beginning  in  1868  with  one  district 
aiid  one  teacher  and  a  probable  150  school  children,  we  have  in- 
creased to  seventy-seven  districts  with  a  school  population  of 
5,157,  employing  108  teachers.  Of  these  108  teachers  now  en- 
gaged, six  hold  state  certificates  or  diplomas,  nine  hold  first 
grade  county  certificates,  sixty-nine  hold  second  grade  certifi- 
cates, and  the  remainder  are  teaching  on  third  grades.  The 
state  apportionment  has  increased  from  $91.00  to  $4,810.22. 
The  pay  of  teachers  does  not  seem  to  have  kept  pace  with  im- 
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provements  in  other  lines,  the  highest  wages  in  a  country  school 
this  year  being  $45.00  per  month. 

From  any  and  all  kinds  of  books  or  no  books  as  it  might  hap- 
pen, we  have  changed  our  condition  until  about  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  the  children  are  furnished  books  by  the  districts. 

The  per  cent  of  especially  trained  teachers  through  normal 
schools  and  universities  has  increased  from  perhaps  five  to 
seventy.  This  takes  into  account  both  our  town  and  country 
schoola 

Norfolk  and  Madison  offer  good  high  school  courses,  and  some 
of  our  country  schools  are  doing  excellent  work.  Comparing 
our  present  with  the  past,  and  trusting  to  earnest,  honest  effort 
for  the  future,  we  have  no  fears  as  to  the  educational  develop- 
ment of  Madison  county. 

NANCE  COUNTY. 

W.  A.  T.  Campbell,  Superintendeni 

Nance  county  has  fifty  school  districts,  with  forty-nine  com- 
fortable, well  furnished  frame  school  houses — in  all,  fifty-eight 
rooms.  The  enrollment  is  more  than  eighty -five  per  cent  of  the 
school  population. 

By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  population  of  this  county  is 
American  born.  In  a  few  of  the  schools  the  foreign  element 
predominates,  but  I  find  such  schools  generally  not  less  intelli- 
gent and  as  deeply  interested  in  the  educational  welfare  of  thejr 
children  as  the  Americans.  As  a  rule,  with  the  usual  exceptions, 
the  school  officers  are  wide-awake,  intelligent  men  and  women, 
deeply  concerned  for  the  best  interests  of  the  school.  As  an 
evidence  of  this  all  school-houses  are  furnished  with  patent  desks 
and  with  few  exceptions  such  additional  apparatus  and  books  as 
are  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  school.  All  except  two  dis- 
tricts have  complied  with  the  new  law  requiring  districts  to  f ur- 
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nish  text-books  and  all  other  school  supplies.  The  operation  of 
this  law  has  proven  very  satisfactory. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  is  becoming  more  efficient  each  year. 
Wages  are  better  than  formerly,  the  lowest  paid  being  $30.  The 
county  Teachers'  Association  meets  once  in  two  months.  The 
Teachers'  Library  Association,  organized  last  spring,  has  at 
present  over  one  hundred  dollars  invested  in  books  and  the  mem- 
bership is  steadily  increasing.  I  know  of  no  more  important 
auxiliary  of  the  teacher's  work  than  a  well  selected  library. 

The  course  of  study  issued  by  the  state  superintendent  is  the 
adopted  standard  in  this  county.  A  pupil  who  finishes  the  com- 
mon school  course  is  entitled  to  a  diploma  issued  by  the  county 
superintendent  and  school  board.  He  is  also  entitled  to  admis- 
sion to  the  high  schools  without  examination  in  the  branches  in 
which  he  has  passed.  The  high  school  and  common  school 
courses  of  study  do  not  harmonize;  but  it  is  impossible*to  har- 
monize them  until  certain  essential  conditions  are  brought  about. 
One  is  that  there  should  be  at  least  nine  years  below  the  high 
school  As  this  cannot  be  until  the  teaching  force  can  be  in- 
creased, the  existing  arrangement  seems  to  be  the  best  that  can 
be  made  for  the  time. 

The  Fullerton  schools  are  doing  excellent  work  considering  the 
present  crowded  condition.  Six  teachers  are  employed  with  an 
enrollment  of  327.  The  Genoa  schools  have  190  enrolled  and 
five  teachers.  Interest  is  increasing  and  the  standard  is  being 
gradually  raised.  The  work  in  these  schools  is  tending  toward 
good  rather  than  ornamental  results. 

As  a  result  of  these  various  favorable  conditions,  our  schools, 
I  feel  confident,  are  considerably  above  the  average  in  point  of 
interest,  attendance,  scholarship,  and  general  good  results. 
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NEMAHA  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Crichton,  Superintendent 

The  school  population  of  this  section  of  our  state  has  not  in- 
creased as  in  many  of  the  frontier  counties,  where  immigration  is 
more  active.  Our  "school  age"  census  now  shows  4,843,  a  gain 
of  seventy-two  over  the  enumeration  of  last  year  and  an  increase 
of  1,229  over  that  of  fifteen  years  ago.  The  average  attendance 
in  our  county,  last  school  y6ar  was  excessively  low,  owing  to  the 
long  continued  cold  and  very  wet  weather  of  the  spring  of  '92, 
the  parallel  to  which  is  not  in  the  recollection  of  the  oldest  in- 
habitant. For  the  entire  year  the  average  attendance  was  43.25 
per  cent  of  the  enumeration,  and  56.1  per  cent  of  the  total  enroll- 
ment. During  the  autumn  and  winter  terms  we  show  a  better 
record  by  about  eleven  per  cent. 

The  teachers,  in  a  fair  percentage  of  the  schools,  are  following 
their  work  in  a  professional  spirit,  while  some  who  are  avowedly 
making  the  school  room  a  stepping  Btone  to  something  more  con- 
genial to  their  tastes,  are  conscientious  and  earnest  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  the  work  at  present  going  on  in  our 
rural  districts  is  creditable.  There  is  but  little  tendency  towards 
-hobbies  and  specialties,  but  a  uniform  attention  to  the  entire  cur- 
riculum. Although  "instruction  in  the  art  of  reading"  was 
specialized  during  our  last  institute,  but  little  enthusiasm  has 
resulted,  and  the  subject  is  not  successfully  taught  in  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  rooms.  Vocal  music,  too,  was  presented  at  our  in- 
stitute by  an  expert,  but  comparatively  few  of  our  teachers  have, 
as  yet,*become  suflSciently  conversant  with  the  principles  of  the 
science,  or  sufficiently  conscious  of  its  importance  to  attempt  ac- 
tive and  systematic  instruction  in  the  art  of  singing.  Something 
however  has  been  secured.  There  are  few  schools  that  are  not 
opened  or  closed,  or  both,  with  singing,  the  instructors  evidently 
feeling  that  vocal  music  ought,  somehow  or  other,  to  be  a  part  of 
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their  daily  programme,  while  several  of  our  more  advanced  work- 
ers have  heartily  undertaken  the  subject,  as  well  as  that  of  elocu- 
tionary  drill,  in  a  more  or  less  eflPective  manner. 

The  number  of  districts  in  Nemaha  county  has  been  increased 
ddring  the  year  by  two.  We  now  have  seventy-eight  districts. 
We  have  built  three  new  school  houses  and  a  fourth  is  in  prog- 
ress of  erection;  one  of  these  contains  three  rooms,  and  all  are 
constructed  after  the  most  approved  modem  pattern,  except  in  the 
items  of  heating  and  ventilation.  Most  of  our  rural  school  peo- 
ple are  matter-of-fact  folks,  and  not  progressive  in  the  extreme 
sense  of  that  term.  Experience  has  compelled  them  to  be  rather 
timid  in  regard  to  any  new  devices.  The  idea  of  heating  a  coun- 
try school  room  by  any  form  of  furnace,  and  ventilating  by  a 
system  of  flues  and  registers  appears  to  them  to  be  expensive  and 
of  doubtful  utility.  They  invariably  decide  in  favor  of  the  old- 
fashioned  heater.  New  things  are  being  discussed,  however,  and 
a  few  years  will  work  the  required  change  in  this  particular  also. 
It  will  be  the  rule,  not  long  hence,  that  every  stove  in  the  school 
room  shall  at  least  be  surrounded  by  a  fender  jacket  and  be  pro- 
vided with  a  fresh  air  flue  from  the  outside  atmosphere. 

Our  rural  schools  are  generally  very  small  and  the  work  cor- 
respondingly dull  and  uninteresting  to  any  but  a  thoroughly 
equipped  and  enthusiastic  teacher.  An  immense  amount  of 
energy  has  been  expended  during  the  past  seven  years  in  con- 
tinued, -persistent,  and  honestly  directed  eflPort  to  reduce  the 
schools  of  our  county  to  a  graded  system,  in  fact  as  well  as  in 
name.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  result  is  far  short  of 
the  desired  end.  Nevertheless,  the  course  of  instruction,  emana- 
ting from  the  state  department,  has  been  placed  in  each  district 
and  at  least  passively  adopted  by  the  respective  boards. 
In  the  hope  of  more  actively  interesting  the  people  in  the  classi- 
fication of  their  children  in  school,  the  common  school  course  of 
study  was  incorporated  in  a  "school  manual"   during  the  past 
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summer  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  put  into  every  family  in  t^ 
county. 

In  nearly  all  of  our  districts  the  people  at  their  last  annual 
meeting  voted  from  seven  to  nine  months  of  school,  but  three 
districts  voting  the  minimum  allowance.  Teachers'  salaries  in 
this  county  run  from  $25  to  $50  per  month,  the  usual  compensa- 
tion being  $35.  The  country  school  rooms,  with  three  or  four 
exceptions,  are  comfortable  and  conveniently  situated.  The  ex- 
ceptions are  old  servants  whose  owners  are  too  much  attached  to- 
them.  One  log  school  house  still  remains  a  relic  of  pioneer  sim- 
picity  no  less  than  a  monument  of  modem  economy. 

We  have  in  our  county  five  city  and  village  graded  schools, 
comprehending  twenty-one  rooms  and  employing  twenty-two 
teachers.  Of  these  the  Auburn  city  schools  contain  an  accredited 
high  school,  in  which  all  the  schools  of  the  county,  by  common 
consent,  culminate.  At  the  close  of  the  last  school  year  we 
graduated,  out  of  our  common  district  schools,  and  into  this  high 
school,  nine  boys  and  girls,  all  of  whom  have  entered  this  high 
school,  or  have  themselves  engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching.  In 
addition  to  the  above  we  have  three  parochial  schools,  under  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  and  which  have  enrolled  about  120 
pupils  and  have  been  in  session  from  five  to  seven  months. 

We  have  in  our  county  135  professed  teachers,  many  of  whom 
hold  certificates  and  teach  a  part  of  the  time  as  occasion  offers 
following  some  other  vocation  a  portion  of  the  year.  Of  these, 
one  carries  a  professional  certificate ;  one,  a  normal  school  dip- 
loma; eleven,  registered  normal  school  certificates;  four  first- 
grade  county  certificates;  fifty-seven,  second-grade  county  certifi- 
cates and  sixty-one,  third-grade  certificates. 

Our  county  institute  convened  on  the  25th  of  July  and  con- 
tinued four  weeks.  The  work  done  was  largely  academic,  elocu- 
tion and  reading,  vocal  music,  physiology  and  hygiene,  and  pen- 
manship being  emphasized.     The  county  association  holds  quar- 
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teriy  sessions  during  the  year,  confining  itself  to  the  discussion 
of  methods,  ways,  and  means,  etc.  There  are  very  few  teachers 
in  the  county  who  do  not  take  some  good  teachers'  periodical,  and 
read  educational  literature. 

In  the  administration  of  this  oflSce,  we  have  made  eighty-four 
visita  The  object  of  these  visits  being  observation  of  methods, 
advice,  friendly  criticism,  and  confidential  counsel,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  every  worker  and  the  strengthening  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  corps. 

School  finances  are  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition.  The 
district  indebtedness  on  the  11th  day  of  July  was  $27,895.78 
all  of  which  is  amply  provided  for  and  will  be  duly  liquidated. 

To  sum  up,  the  educational  aflPairs  of  Nemaha  county  are  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

NUCKOLLS  COUNTY. 

V.  A.  Thomas,  Superintendent 

Having  discovered  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  that  our  pri- 
mary scholars  were  being  sadly  neglected  for  want  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  our  teachers  to  keep  employed  and  interested  the 
little  folks,  I  engaged  an  efficient  instructor  in  this  line  of  work, 
which  gave  new  life  to  our  institute  and  which  is  telling  in  the 
schools  of  Nuckolls  county  more  than  any  other  work  that  has 
been  done.  Teachers  who  were  almost  a  failure  before  are  now 
a  complete  success,  finding  pleasure  in  doing  work  which  before, 
to  them,  was  a  dread. 

Nearly  all  our  teachers  are  forming  their  classes  and  working 
their  schools  into  line  for  a  complete  gradation  of  the  same.  We 
haye  eighty-four  school  districts  in  this  county,  employing  104 
teachers,  who,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  doing  good  work. 
Wages  have  had  a  tendency  upward,  averaging  about  five  dollars 
per  month  more  than  last  year.     Do  not  think  we  have  done  all 
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that  we  can  do,  but  we  are  going  into  the  work  the  coming  year 
to  do  twice  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  the  past  year,  which 
we  think  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  task  with  the  knowledge  we 
now  have  of  the  work  arid  its  needs.  We  are  expecting  a  closer 
organization  for  the  great  work  which  is  before  us. 

PIERCE  COUNTY. 

Hason  Turner,  Superintendent 

Pierce  county  organized  1871  with  three  school  districts  and 
three  teachers.  Pierce  county  now  has  fifty-eight  school  districts 
and  seventy-one  teachers,  employed  from  three  to  ten  months 
during  this  school  year,  with  an  average  wages  of  $32.60  per 
month  last  year.  It  has  sixty-two  school  houses,  worth  from 
$400  to  $5,000  each.  We  have  an  assessed  valuation  of  $1,601,- 
042.41.  The  average  levy  for  all  school  purposes,  except  school 
district  bonds,  is  14,3  mills.  We  have  an  average  of  nearly 
seven  and  a  quarter  months  school  for  each  teacher.  We  have 
an  average  of  eight  and  three-quarter  months  school  for  each 
district.  Our  bonded  indebtedness  is  $14,688  at  six  to  seven  per 
cent  interest.  We  have  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers  who  are 
giving  their  best  efforts,  and  with  success,  in  training  the  youths 
of  the  county  in  a  theoretical  and  practical  line  of  their  duties  to 
themselves,  their  parents,  state,  and  country.  All  the  branches 
of  the  common  course  are  taught  in  the  rural  districts.  Plain- 
view  and  Pierce  each  has  a  corps  of  four  teachers  and  instruct 
in  all  the  common  and  higher  branches  taught  outside  of  the 
State  University.  Our  schools  are  generally  graded,  but  not 
what  we  would  like  them  to  be  for  certain  reasons.  Our  uniform 
system  of  school  books  throughout  the  county,  adopted  in  August, 
1891,  is  quite  generally  accepted  by  all  the  districts  along  with 
the  free  text-book  system,  and  is  very  generally  approted  by 
every  one  interested  in  our  public  schools.     Our  schools  are  gen- 
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erally  supplied  with   maps,  globes,  charts,  and  other  necessary 
material  for  conducting  a  well  regulated  school. 

PLATTE    COUNTY. 

M.  M.  BoTHLEiTNER,  Superintendent. 

There  are  in  Platte  county  seventy-five  school  districts  and 
ninety -two  schools  of  all  grades,  besides  six  parochial  schools, 
which  are  largely  attended. 

The  buildings  of  the  cities  and  villages  are  elegant  structures, 
and  many  of  the  county  school  houses  are  well  built  and  substan- 
tial, and  are  well  kept;  a  few  being  as  scrupulously  cared  for  as 
are  the  best  in  town  and  village. 

With  few  exceptions  the  general  condition  of  schools  in  Platte 
county  is  good.  In  general  the  school  oflBcers  are  eflBcient  and 
enthusiastic  in  educational  progress  and  the  welfare  of  their 
schools. 

There  is  a  little  neglect,  however,  on  the  part  of  a  few  in  the 
matter  of  filing  in  this  office  the  reports  and  papers  necessary  to 
the  proper  discharge  of  its  duties  and  obligations. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  the  patrons  are  not  taking  as  much 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  education  as  they  should  do. 

The  teachers,  as  a  class,  are  energetic  and  wide-awake.  We 
have  some  permanent  teachers  who  stand  high  in  their  profes- 
sion. These  are  constantly  employed.  The  standard  of  qtialifi- 
cation  has  been  raised  recently. 

There  are  a  few  teachers  holding  first-grade  certificates  and 
more  than  one- half  of  the  whole  number  holding  second  grade. 

We  held  a  well-attended  and  unusually  interesting  institute 
last  summer  which  has  borne  gratifying  fruits. 

Two  public  lectures  of  a  high  character  were  given  by  the 
Hon.  A.  K.  Goudy  and  Chancellor  J.  H.  Oanfield  of  the  Uni- 
versity, which  were  highly  appreciated. 
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A  County  Teachers'  Association  has  been  organized,  which  has 
been  divided  into  four  divisions.  Each  division  meets  once  a 
month. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  while  our 
educational  standard  is  not  as  high  as  we  desire  it  to  be,  our 
progress  is  in  the  •  right  direction  and  is  a  source  of  encourage- 
ment to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  great  cause. 

POLK  COUNTY. 
W.  F.  Kepnbb,  Superintendent 

I  have  nearly  finished  a  tour  of  the  county  this  fall,  spending 
from  one  and  one-half  to  iwo  hours  in  each  school,  and  found 
very  good  work  being  done  throughout  the  county,  and  with  but 
few  exceptions  the  schools  nicely  classified,  but  the  plan  of 
uniform  grading  is  not  perfected  as  yet.  We  have  a  very  good 
grade  of  teachers  for  the  winter  term,  there  being  but  four  or 
five  teaching  who  are  carrying  third  grade  certificates.  The 
attendance  is  very  good,  as  a  rule.  The  districts  in  this 
county  are  a  very  good  size  at  present,  as  they  have  been  cut 
down  the  last  few  years  in  many  places  to  four  sections  in  a  dis- 
trict. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  schools  are  well  supplied  with  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  teaching;  the  rest  only  partially. 

There  are  but  about  eight  schools  in  the  county  which  have  not 
supplied  new  books. 

The  school  buildings  are  very  good  and  comfortable,  with  but 
few  exceptions.  Last  fall  I  divided  the  county  into  precincts  for 
the  purpose  of  having  teachers'  meetings  over  the  county.  The 
county  is  divided  into  eight  precincts,  each  having  an  organiza- 
tion of  its  own,  and  the  chairmen  of  the  various  precincts  and 
superintendent  form  the  executive  committee  for  the  county  asso^ 
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ciation,  which  is  held  once  in  every  three  months  at  the  county 
seat 

I  believe  we  will  realize  good  results  from  the  organizations, 
as  it  has  a  tendency  to  get  the  patrons  interested  more  thoroughly, 
of  whom  we  need  the  codperation,  and  also  it  gives  all  teachers 
a  chance  to  attend  a  meeting  each  month  without  going  so  far. 

EED  WILLOW  COUNTY. 
J.  H.  Batston,  Superintendent 

We  have  eighty  districts  in  this  county,  sixty-eight  of  which 
own  school  buildings.  There  are.  thirty-four  frame,  two  brick, 
and  thirty-two  sod  school  houses.  Sixty  of  the  school  houses  are 
seated  with  patent  seats  and  half  the  districts  have  more  or  less 
apparatus  Several  districts  have  put  in  new  slate  blackboards 
the  past  year.  The  length  of  the  schools  the  past  year  varied 
from  three  to  nine  months,  the  average  length  being  five  months. 
The  school  population  is  2,926,  one  thousand  of  these  belonging 
to  McCook  and  IndianolcL 

The  schools  of  McOook,  under  the  efficient  management  of 
William  Valentine  and  a  liberal  school  .board,  are  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  Several  hundred  volumes  have  been  added  to 
their  .school  library  during  the  past  year. 

Many  students  from  the  country  are  in  attendance  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  school  is  felt  throughout  the  county. 

The  schools  of  Indianola  and  Bartley  are  crowded  with  pupils, 
it  becoming  necessary  to  employ  another  teacher  in  each  school. 

The  county  has  nearly  a  uniform  series  of  text-books,  my  pre- 
decessor having  recommended  a  series  that  was  purchased  by  most 
of  the  districts. 

We  have  a  county  association  of  teachers  which  meets  once  in 
three  months.  We  have  just  completed  the  organization  of  a 
Teachers'  Library  Association  with  twenty-five  members.     Sev- 
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eral  valuable  books  have  been  presented  to  the  association.  Thirty- 
of  the  leading  teachers  are  members  of  the  State  Reading  Circla 

My  time  has  all  been  occupied  the  past  year  with  oflSce  work 
and  visiting  schools.  I  have  made  eighty -five  visits  the  past 
year.  Many  of  the  districts  have  so  few  pupils  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  a  teacher  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  school.  The 
oflScers  of  many  of  these  districts  think  because  the  school  is 
small  that  anybody  can  teach  it,  thus  tending  to  tear  down  in 
place  of  building  up  a  school.  I  am  often  urged  to  grant  per- 
mits to  persons  to  teach  such  schools;  but  knowing  that  where  a 
person  once  gets  a  school  it  is  hard  to  get  rid  of  him,  as  there 
are  many  school  boards  willing  to  hire  one  wha  can  say  that  he 
has  taught  a  term,  I  am,  however,  very  cautious  along  this  line. 

The  coming  year  promises  well,  as  many  families  are  moving 
in  from  the  east  and  settling  in  some  of  the  sparsely  settled  parts 
of  the  county. 

EICHAEDSON  COUNTY. 
0.  0.  Pool,  Superintendent. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  five  school  districts  in  Bichardson 
county,  all  of  which  support  schools  of  from  three  to  nine 
months  during  the  year,  the  average  term  being  seven  months. 
All  of  the  districts  own  school  houses.  There  are  one  hundred 
and  nine  school  buildings  in  the  coujity,  ninefcy-nine  of  which  are 
frame,  nine  brick,  and  one  stone. 

The  value  of  the  school  buildings  is  about  $110,000.  The 
actual  indebtedness  of  the  school  districts  is  about  $20,000.  The 
amount  spent  for  educational  purposes  by  the  districts  during  the 
school  year  of  1891-1892  was  in  round  numbers,  $61,000.  We 
have  a  school  population  of  6,787,  with  an  enrollment  in  the 
schools  of  about  5,500,  and  an  average  attendance  of  about 
3,500.     A  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Falls  City,  the  county 
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eapitaly  that  met  daily  for  a  term  of  two  weeks.  The  number  en- 
rolled at  this  institute  was  160,  and  the  average  attendance  was 
140.  About  forty-five  of  the  county  teachers  belong  to  the  State 
Beading  Circle  and  nearly  all  take  an  educational  paper  or 
papers.  During  the  past  year  all  of  the  county  schools  have 
been  graded  ana  the  state  course  of  study  introduced.  While 
we  think  our  teachers  will  compare  favorably  with  the  teachers 
in  other  counties  of  the  state,  they  are  far  from  being  well  quali- 
fied to  teach,  their  knowledge  of  the  child  and  how  he  should  be 
developed  being  very  meager.  The  main  object  of  this  oflSce  has 
been  fo  improve  the  teachers  in  this  particular;  but  there  being 
only  one  superintendent  for  a  county  of  105  schools  and  138 
teachers,  the  work  that  can  be  accomplished  is  far  from  what  is 
needed. 

EOCK  COUNTY. 

J.  A.  Nugent,  Superintendent 

The  county  superintendent  has  labored  to  secure  the  following 
results:  1.  A  better  attendance  in  the  country  schools.  2.  More 
of  a  unity  of  plan,  and  more  system  and  method  in  school  work. 
3.  To  educate  the  teachers  in  the  most  approved  methods  of  in- 
struction. 

Among  the  advances  made  in  educational  work  the  present 
year  we  note  the  following:  1.  There  have  been  several  sub- 
stantial school  buildings  erected  and  furnished  with  charts, 
globes,  etc.  2.  All  the  schools  of  the  county  have  been  carefully 
graded.  3.  The  source  of  revenue  to  our  schools  is  constantly 
increasing.  Very  nearly  all  of  our  districts  have  paid  oflf  the  in- 
debtedness incurred  when  the  country  was  "new"  and  resources 
limited.  4.  As  the  districts  are  becoming  able  to  do  so  they  are 
expending  money  for  aids,  apparatus,  etc ,  thus  making  the 
teachers'  work  more  effective.     5.  The  districts  are  paying  better 
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wagea  This  enables  th^  teachers  to  better  prepare  themeelv^ 
for  the  work.  6.  Our  people  are  intelligent,  enterprising,  and 
are  "here  to  stay."  They  are  demanding  that  their  money  be 
not  wasted  in  poor  schools.  They  are  giving  more  attention  to 
the  election  of  oflScers  than  formerly. 

We  have  a  good  class  of  teachers,  but  few  third  grade  certifi- 
cates have  been  issued  the  past  year.  The  lai^er  number  of 
them  hold  second  grade  certificates  and  several  hold  first  grade. 

A  summer  normal  class  was  organized  last  summer  and  only 
six  teachers  in  the  county  failed  to  attend.  In  general  the 
teachers  are  active,  energetic  young  men  and  women  who  desire 
to  succeed  in  their  work. 

The  county  superintendent  usually  visits  the  schools  at  the 
beginning  and  close  of  each  term,  taking  note  of  the  pro- 
ficiency and  progress  of  the  pupils,  and  the  teachers'  methods  of 
conducting  their  recitations. 

Our  village  schools  (Newport  and  Basset)  have  this  year  ex- 
tended thfir  courses  of.  study  to  include  most,  if  not  all,  the 
branches  usually  taught  in  our  high  schools,  the  intention  being 
that  any  boy  or  girl  may  get  a  good,  practical  education  without 
leaving  Rock  county. 

The  new  book  law  gives  general  satisfaction. 

The  outlook  for  the  cause  of  education  is  encouraging.  Our 
school  buildings  are  generally  warm  and  comfortable,  the  teach- 
ers are  awake  to  their  duties,  and  the  public  generally  take  pride 
in  our  schools. 

SALINE  COUNTY. 

W,  0.  Fabband,  Superintendent. 

Since  January  9,  1890,  eight  houses  have  been  built  at  an  ap- 
proximate outlay  of  forty -two  thousand  dollars.  Most  of  the 
houses  in  the  county  are  provided  with  the  latest  style  of  desks 
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and  with  curtains  or  blinds,  and  some  apparatus  is  found  in  a 
majority  of  rooms. 

The  educational  spirit  has  kept  pace  with  the  material  advance. 
The  average  yearly  number  of  school  months  has  been  increased 
and  the  attendance  has  grown  slightly  out  of  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  school  population.  The  rural  schools  have  been  grad- 
ually grading  to  the  state  course  of  study.  The  institutes,  asso- 
ciations, and  lectures  have  been  largely  attended  and  much 
interest  and  enthusiasm  have  been  manifested.  A  county  library 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  volumes  has  been  bought  by  the 
teachers  during  the  past  year,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  books 
have  been  called  for  and  reported  back  as  read. 

SARPY  COUNTY. 

M.  E.  STORMEB,  Superintendent 

It  is  patent  to  every  one  that  our  teachers  are  keeping  up  with 
the  times  in  the  matter  of  education.  So  well  pleased  were  the 
several  school  boards  with  their  fall  schools  that  when  the  winter 
terms  commenced  but  two  changes  were  made  in  the  entire 
county,  and  one  of  these  was  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the 
teacher  to  take  charge  of  another  school.  Each  teacher  takes  one  or 
more  educational  journala  My  institute  was  well  attended,  having 
the  best  average  attendance  on  record.  At  the  close  of  the  insti" 
ttite  I  organized  a  County  Teachers'  Association;  also  established 
Beading  Circles  in  the  four  villages  in  the  county.  A  majority 
of  the  teachers  are  taking  part  in  the  Reading  Circle  work  and 
nearly  all  are  interested  in  the  County  Association. 

Nearly  all  the  school  houses  are  in  good  condition  and  fur- 
nished with  patent  seats. 

In  visiting  schools  I  make  a  special  object  te  locate  the  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers  and  visit  them  as  often  as  possible. 
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We  have  at  the  present  time  thirty-eight  districts,  giving  em- 
ployment to  forty-eight  teachers. 

The  new  system  by  which  the  districts  furnish  the  books  is 
regarded  by  the  advanced  teachers  as  a  decided  advantage  to 
teachers  and  scholars.  The  patrons,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are 
satisfied  with  the  result. 

A  high  school  building  is  in  course  of  erection  in  Papillion  to 
be  heated  by  the  Smead  system,  and  will,  when  completed,  cost 
$20,000. 

SAUNDERS  COUNTY. 

R  H.  Watson,  Superintendent. 

While  the  schools  of  Saunders  County  are,  upon  the  whole,  in 
a  prosperous  condition  and  present  some  very  pleasant  phases, 
there  are  also  eome  very  dark  pictures  to  be  seen. 

Among  the  pleasant  features  to  contemplate  are: 

First  —  Our  school  boards  are'  earnestly  demanding  better 
teachers  and  where  the  finances  will  permit  are  offering  better 
wages  to  secure  them. 

Second — Many  of  our  teachers  are  embracing  every  opportun- 
ity of  fitting  themselves  for  better  work. 

Third — Over  75  per  cent  of  our  teachers  left  a  careful  record 
of  the  condition  of  their  schools  at  closing  last  June.  Of  course, 
those  records  contained  many  mistakes,  yet  they  are  of  great  as- 
sistance to  the  new  teacher  in  planning  her  work. 

Fourth — In  many  schools  where  I  found  the  pupils  pretend- 
ing to  study  from  eight  to  ten  branches  two  years  ago,  I  now  find 
them  taking  only  four  or  five  studies,  and  doing  much  better 
work. 

Fifth — The  efforts  of  the  teachers  to  start  libraries  in  their 
schools.  About  forty  schools  now  have  libraries  of  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty- five  volumes  in  the  country   schools,  and  a  much 
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greater  number  of  books  in  the  town  libraries.  I  regard  this 
work,  if  properly  guarded  and  managed,  as  an  excellent  step 
toward  the  true  method  of  education. 

Among  the  dark  phases  of  the  work  are  the  following: 

First  —  Lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  to  fill  the 
schools. 

Second — The  lack  of  working  material  in  many  schools.  Par- 
ents have  ceased  to  buy  paper,  pens,  ink,  pencils,  etc.,  and  almost 
half  our  school  boards  are  yet  neglecting  to  buy  them,  hence  we 
are  without  these  necessities. 

Third — So  many  people,  both  teachers  and  patrons,  fail  to  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  influences  and  not  text-books  give  the  child 
his  real  education.  We  need  more  teachers  who  are  capable  of 
showing  to  the  parents  that  it  is  the  child's  environment  which 
determines  his  character,  and  to  show  them  at  the  same  time  that 
the  parent  is  responsible  for  that  environment,  a  much  greater 
portion  of  the  time  than  is  the  teacher. 

Fourth — The  careless  and  irregular  attendance  of  the  pupils. 
I  regard  this  as  a  very  serious  matter.  Careless  and  irregular 
attendance  at  school  can  but  make  careless  and  irresponsible 
citizens  of  the  pupils  when  they  arrive  at  manhood. 

SCOTT'S  BLUFF  COUNTY. 

(Mrs.)  Aggie  Moomaw,  Superintendent 

The  schools  are  in  poor  condition.  Out  of  the  twenty -five  dis- 
tricts twenty-two  will  have  school  this  year  of  from  three  to  six 
months.  Twelve  will  have  only  three  months  school.  There  are 
only  two  or  three  of  those  districts  that  are  out  of  debt.  I  find 
one,  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  this  county,  is  the  too  great  size 
of  the  districts,  perhaps  only  five  or  six  pupils  in  a  district  six  miles 
square.  It  seems  impossible  to  secure  an  interest  in  a  school  of 
that  kind  on  account  of  irregular  attendance.     Our  school  houseg 
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are  inferior.     Often  an  old  tenant  house  is  used  without  proper 
furniture. 

This  county  has  only  been  organized  four  years,  and  failures 
of  crops  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  present  condition  of 
schools.  There  has  been  some  advance  in  the  last  year.  Some 
three  or  four  new  school  houses  have  been  built,  and  things  have 
begun  to  look  brighter. 

SEWAED  COUNTY. 
TJ.  O.  Anderson,  Superintendent. 

This  county  has  ninety-three  organized  districts.  As  a  rule, 
to  which,  of  course,  there  are  exceptions,  the  school  houses  are 
good  and  fairly  well  equipped.  Nearly  every  district  in  the 
county  has  complied  with  the  text-book  law,  and  its  results  are 
very  encouraging. 

We,  of  course,  have  the  exceptional  district  with  its  inefficient 
school  board,  but  under  the  present  system,  the  work  alloted  to 
school  officers  is  as  well  performed  as  could  be  expected. 

We  have  a  well  organized  county  teachers'  association  which 
meets  every  six  weeks.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  are 
enthusiastic  members  and  great  good  is  derived  from  our  meet- 
ings which  are  always  well  attended. 

We  have  a  better  class  of  teachers  in  the  county  than  formerly 
and  hope  to  raise  the  standard  materially  during  the  coming  year. 
We  have  adopted  the  motto  that  the  true  criterion  of  a  teacher's 
ability  is  not  her  certificate  but  her  actual  work  in  the  school  room. 
This  in  addition  to  a  good  standing  in  examination  is  necessary 
for  the  teacher  who  wishes  a  good  certificate. 

Many  of  the  schools  have  been  trying,  with  some  difficulty,  to 
follow  the  state  course  of  study.  Some  are  following  none;  but 
all  feel  the  need  of  closer  organization. 

While  we  have  made  no  great  strides  in  any  particular  direc- 
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tion,  yet  I  believe  I  can  very  consistently  report  in  general, 
**progress." 

SHEEIDAN  COUNTY. 
H,  J.  Stanchfield,  Superintendent. 

This  county  being  so  near  the  Pine  Bidge  Agency  suflFered 
much  from  the  Indian  trouble  during  the  winter  of  '90  and  '91. 
And  its  educational  interest  was  retarded,  as  many  families  moved 
away  and  in  some  districts  to  such  an  extent  that  there  were  not 
enough  left  to  maintain  a  school.  But  these  districts  have  been 
resettled  and  this  year  every  district  in  the  county  will  have  at 
least  three  months  school  and  a  majority  six  months,  while  eight 
or  t^n  will  have  nine  months. 

In  response  to  an  invitation  about  seventy  school  officers  met 
withiihe  teachers  on  the  last  day  of  the  institute  and  a  School 
Officers  Association  was  organized.  State  Superintendent  Goudy 
was  present  and  by  his  remarks  added  interest  and  enthusiasm  to 
the  occasion.  About  thirty  school  officers  engaged  their  teachers 
for  the  coming  year  on  that  day. 

There  has  been  quite  an  increase  in  the  salary  of  teachers;  this 
year  the  wages  will  average  about  $30.00  per  month,  while  last 
year  the  average  was  only  J22.50. 

Twelve  or  fifteen  new  school  houses  are  being  built  at  an  aver- 
age cost  of  $500.00.     Many  more  are  needed. 

We  have  a  county  teachers'  association  which  meets  every  two 
months.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  are  members  of  the  association 
as  well  as  subscribers  to  some  educational  paper.  There  are  at 
present  one  hundred  sixteen  districts  in  the  county  and  one  hun- 
dred fourteen  teachers,  one  of  which  holds  a  state  certificate 
fourteen  first-grade,  sixty-six  second-grade,  and  thirty- three  thii'd- 

grade. 
17 
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The  graded  schools  at  Gordon,  Rushville,  and  Hay  Springs, 
are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

For  the  past  three  years  Principal  W.  I.  Austin  has  held  a 
Summer  Normal  School  at  Kushville,  which  has  increased  the 
educational  interest  in  this  county. 

STANTON  COUNTY. 

Charles  S.  Coney,  Superintendent 

There  are  fifty  public  and  two  parochial  schools  in  Stanton 
county.  Two  graded  schools,  one  in  Stanton  and  one  inPilger. 
In  both  of  these  the  usual  branches  of  an  English  course  are 
taught  The  Stanton  schools  have  been  conducted  under  the 
grading  system  since  1882.  The  Pilger  schools  are  now  attain- 
ing to  that  distinction.  The  classification  system  was  introduced 
into  all  the  rural  schools  in  1889. 

The  school  population  is  now  about  3,000,  of  which  about 
eighty  per  cent  are  enrolled  in  the  common  schools. 

The  school  houses  of  this  county,  with  one  exception,  are 
supplied  with  patent  seats,  and  all  are  supplied  fairly  well  with 
blackboards,  A  large  number  have  a  very  liberal  amount  of 
excellent  quality.  -  During  the  past  year  a  good  many  school 
boards  put  in  slate  blackboards,  adding  a  larger  area  also,  thus 
adding  to  the  efficiency  of  the  school  by  the  means  which  it 
affords  of  properly  presenting  the  work  to  the  claeses  and  of  get- 
ting good  work  from  pupils  in  the  various  recitations.  Aside 
from  the  blackboards,  our  schools  are  all  supplied  with  uniform 
free  text-books;  some  are  establishing  libraries;  all  have  maps, 
charts,  dictionaries,  and  a  large  number  have  globes  and  mani- 
kins. 

We  have  constantly  endeavored  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  and  an 
appreciation  of  a  higher  grade  of  scholarship;  to  that  end  we 
have  encouraged   and  urged   pupils  and  teachers  •  to  make  the 
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school -house  a  home  as  far  as  possible,  in  its  appearance  and  in 
its  reality.  The  walls  in  most  of  the  school- houses  are  adorned 
with  piptures,  mottoes,  and  fair  exhibits.  These,  while  relieving 
the  place  of  all  the  appearance  of  gloom  and  idleness,  add  to  the 
dignity  and  tone  which  characterize  an  American  school  room. 

By  a  system  of  close  grading  we  are  able  to  keep  the  number 
of  teachers  about  equal  to  the  demand  and  as  a  result  they 
have  grown  in  their  ability  to  teach  and  govern ;  changes  are 
usually  only  made  by  reason  of  leaving  the  work  or  taking  higher 
positions.  Our  teachers  all  attend  the  institute  or  a  summer 
school.  This  has  been  the  case  for  several  years.  Our  county 
pays  the  full  amount  allowed  by  law  for  institute  purposes.  The- 
school  districts  are  usually  able  to  cash  all  orders  on  demand. 
Pupils  attending  parochial  schools  only  attend  from  one  tg  two 
years  and  then  resume  their  attendance  on  the  public  schools, 
having  completed  their  course  in  German  and  religious  instruc- 
tion. The  institutes  have  given  our  teachers  valuable  training  in 
methods  of  teaching.  The  free  books  have  greatly  augmented 
the  attendance  and  the  popular  lectures  (ten  were  given  in  1892) 
have  awakened  the  public  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to 
schools  and  teachers.  We  are  glad  to  note  change  in  this  respect 
in  the  school  boards  in  assisting  this  office  in  its  part  of  the 
work.  Our  officers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  eminently 
qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  attached  to  their  position. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  say  that  we  have  not  yet  attained  that 
for  which  we  have  labored — viz.:  The  perfect  school  system, 
but  the  progress  in  that  direction  has  been  remarkable  and  will 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  schools  of  similar  grades  in 
any  state. 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 

(Miss)  Charlotte  M.  White,  Superintendent. 
Our  population  is  heterogeneous  as  is  common  in  the  western 


Digitized  by 


le 


260  REPORT  OF  THE 

states.  The  English  speaking  people,  the  Swedes,  Danes,  and 
part  of  the  Germans  are  anxious  to  have  their  children  educated, 
BO  send  them  to  their  district  schools,  and  many,  after  they  are 
through  there,  send  them  to  the  high  school  in  town,  and  many 
are  now  sending  them  to  the  Normal  College  here.  I  have  visited  * 
thirty-five  schools  this  fall  and  find  the  teachers  generally  doing  ^ 
good  work,  the  attendance  good,  and  everything  indicating  a 
healthy  interest. 

There  is  a  class  of  persons  in  our  county  who,  while  not  ignor- 
ant themselves,  are  too  fond  of  money  getting,  so  they  keep  their 
children  out  to  herd,  husk  corn,  etc.  But  the  school  boards  are 
becoming  awakened  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  are  endeavoring 
to  have  the  compulsory  law  enforced.  I  am  talking  nights  at  the 
school  houses  in  regard  to  practical  education,  and  everywhere  I 
have  good  audiences  and  respectful  attention.  Our  teachers,  as- 
sociations are  well  attended  and  we  have  everywhere  good  indica- 
tions of  a  healthy  interest  in  the  mental,  moral,  and  physical  de- 
velopment of  the  children. 

WEBSTEE  COUNTY. 
D.  M.  Hunter,  Superintendent. 

During  the  last  two  years  Webster  County  has  made  some 
progress  educationally  as  well  as  in  other  ways.  The  work  so 
well  begun  by  previous  superintendents  has  been  carried  on  with 
some  degree  of  success. 

All  the  school  houses  but  two  are  furnished  with  patent  desks. 
Much  new  apparatus  has  been  purchased  by  the  districts.  The 
new  text-book  law  seems  to  be  growing  in  favor,  and  most  schools 
are  well  supplied  with  books. 

Teachers  take  more  interest  than  heretofore  in  educational 
meetings,  are  generally  prompt  in  making  monthly  reports  to 
the  superintendent,  and  are  nearly  all  using  the  state  course  of 
study  as  a  guide  in  the  classification  of  their  schools.     There  are 
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now  seventy  members  of  the  Teachers'  Reading  Circle  in  the 
county. 

If  all  the  schools  were  in  session  at  the  same  time,  ninety-nine 
teachers  would  be  required  to  do  the  work. 

A  better  attendance  at  school  is  desired  by  teachers  in  order  to 
make  the  schools  more  effective. 

There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  existing  that  teachers'  salaries 
should  be  increased. 

WHEELER  COUNTY. 
W.  B.  Lynds,  Superintendent 

This  county  is  not  so  thickly  settled  as  many  others  in  the 
state,  therefore  its  advancement  in  education  is  not  so  great  and 
rapid  as  in  those,  the  schools  being  smaller  and  the  school  terms 
shorter.  Over  one-third  of  the  districts  will  have  only  three 
months'  school  the  present  school  year.  The  others  that  will 
have  school' will  have  from  four  to  eight  month  terms.  All  but 
six  districts  levied  a  tax,  running  from  one  mill  to  twenty-five 
for  the  support  of  their  schools  for  the  present  year.  With  only 
three  months  school  in  which  to  learn  and  nine  months  vacation 
in  which  to  forget,  children  cannot  be  expected  to  learn  what 
they  should — what  our  free  institutions  require.  Yet  Wheeler 
county  has  some  good  schools  and  able  teachers;  teachers  who 
have  the  divine  faculty  of  teaching  with  love  and  light;  who 
command  order  by  winning  respect,  and  assure  progress  by 
awakening  a  desire  to  learn.  Weighing  her  disadvantages,  I 
believe  Wheeler  county  can  justly  claim  as  fair  advancement  in 
education  as  her  sister  counties.  There  is  but  little  discord  in 
school  matters;  most  see  the  vital  need  of  education  and  wish  to 
have  their  children  educated.  Were  the  people  here  able  they 
would  have  school  terms  from  seven  to  nine  months  in  the  year. 
This  some  of  the  districts  cannot  now  do,  and  yet  while  they  are 
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not  BO  far  advanced  as  some  others,  they  show  commendable  prog- 
ress. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

E.  S.  Fbanklin,  Superintendent 

We  have  101  school  districts  with  an  average  of  five  and  three- 
fourths  sections  to  the  district,  employing  130  teachers  at  an 
average  salary  of  about  $38.00  per  month.  Old  school  houses 
are  being  replaced  by  good  frame  ones,  four  being  built  the  past 
year.  The  average  value  of  school  property  to  each  district  is 
nearly  $1,000.00. 

Our  country  schools  are  all  graded  up  to  the  village  schools. 
They  take  all  the  branches  required  for  a  first  grade  certificate  or 
the  junior  year  of  the  York  schools.  The  York  schools  admit 
pupils  from  the  country  schools  or  village  schools  without  exam- 
ination. There  were  twenty  pupils  of  the  country  schools  granted 
common  school  diplomas  last  year. 

The  county  association  of  teachers  has  an  average  attendance 
of  about  forty.  The  Reading  Circle  numbers  forty-five.  We 
have  a  teachers'  library  of  150  volumes,  and  the  books  are  being 
read  by  the  teachers.  Ninety- five  per  cent  of  the  teachers  take 
one  or  more  educational  papers.  The  majority  of  the  teachers 
are  making  teaching  a  business,  until  they  find  something  else 
more  remunerative.  About  eighty  per  cent  of  the  districts  own 
the  books  and  about  fifty  per  cent  have  provided  good  book  cases. 

The  attendance  and  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  is  im- 
proving. 
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CITY  SOttOOLS. 

ASHLAND. 
J.  W.  Crabtbee,  Superintendent. 

I  became  connected  with  the  Ashland  public  schools  in  1889. 
The  standard  of  the  high  school  had  been  raised  the  year  before 
to  the  major  accredited  list  of  the  State  University.  The  schools 
throughout  had  been,  regraded,  fashioned  to  the  Minneapolis 
system.  The  board  of  education  and  the  parents  were  ready  to 
co-operate  with  the  superintendent  and  teachers  in  their  eflForts  to 
strengthen  the  schools.  Everything  was  ripe  for  the  healthful 
growth  which  followed. .  During  this  period  the  course  of  study 
has  been  constantly  strengthened  rather  than  lengthened.  Some 
less  important  branches  have  been  given  minor  plswje  and  more 
attention  given  to  the  more  important.  All  grammar  grade 
branches  are  now  completed  in  the  grammar  grades  in  a  most 
thorough  manner.  As  students  have  come  better  prepared  from 
the  grades,  more  thorough  and  extended  work  has  been  done  in 
the  high  school. 

In  Latin  the  classes  are  now  able  to  read  the  required  amount 
in  Csesar,  Cicero,  and  Vergil;  in  mathematics,  algebra  and  geom- 
etry are  completed  in  time  to  do  the  required  work  in  plane 
trigonometry ;  in  botany,  students  have  a  systematic  course  in  both 
the  lower  and  higher  plants.  Students  have  laboratory  work  in 
chemistry,  physics,  zoology,  and  botany.  Good  work  is  secured 
now  iu  every  line.  The  aim  has  been  to  do  thorough  work  in  a 
few  lines  rather  than  superficial  work  in  many.  Our  graduates 
are  found  to  be  well  fitted  for  college  work. 

Since  1889  thirty-four  students   have  graduated,  twenty-two 
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girls  and  twelve  boys.  Of  this  number  eighteen,  eight  boys  ami 
ten  girls,  have  entered  college.  The  total  attendance  has  grown 
from  412  in  1889  to  650.  T]^e  number  of  students  in  the  high 
school  has  increased  from  thirty  to  eighty.  In  1889  there  were 
twelve  teachers  receiving  the  following  salaries:  In  primary 
grades,  $45  per  month;  intermediate,  $40;  grammar,  $45;  high 
school,  $50;  superintendent,  $900  per  year.  The  salaries  have 
been  raised  to  following:  Primary,  $50;  intermediate,  $45;  gram- 
mar grade,  $50  to  $65;  high  school,  $60;  principal  of  high 
school,  $75;  superintendent  $1,100  per  year.  There  are  now 
fourteen  teachers.  Eight  of  the  fourteen  teachers  have  been 
here  since  1889,  and  four  since  1885,  two  since  1880.  With  oiie 
exception  we  have  the  same  teachers  we  had  last  year.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  board  to  retain  the  teachers  as  long  as  possible. 
They  have  learned  that  it  pays. 

We  have  three  school  buildings,  a  one  •room  building  fitted  up 
for  kindergarten  work,  a  two  room  brick  for  those  living  east  of 
the  railroad  track  who  are  below  the  sixth  grade,  and  the  main 
building,  a  large  two  story  brick  where  all  grammar  grade  and 
high  school  work  is  done.  Every  room  is  full  and  as  the  school 
is  somewhat  crowded  now,  the  indications  are  that  another  addi- 
tion of  five  or  six  rooms  will  be  built  to  the  main  buildinfir  the 
coming  summer.  We  have  a  board  of  education  whose  members 
take  as  deep  an  interest  in  devising  means  and  methods  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  their  school  as  does  their  superintend- 
ent and  teachers,  and  a  people  who  take  an  active- personal  in- 
terest in  the  school,  contributing  much  to  its  success.  In  1889, 
there  was  some  studying  at  home;  now  it  is  the  exception  to  find 
a  home  where  the  parlor  is  not  converted  into  a  study  room.  The 
principal  interest  of  the  city  is  the  public  school. 

During  the  last  three  years  a  number  of  wealthy  farmers  from 
Saunders,  Lancaster,  Cass,  and  Sarpy  counties  have  moved  to 
Ashland  to  send  their  children  to  our  schools. 
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Country  students  graduating  from  the  country  course  of  study 
axe  admitted  into  the  high  school  without  examination.  More 
than  one-fourth  of  the  high  school  students  pay  tuition. 

A  canvas  of  the  city  shows  that  there  is  hardly  a  young  man 
who  can  attend  who .  is  not  in  school.  The  same  may  be  said 
with  respect  to  the  young  women,  so  intense  and  uiianimous  is 
the  school  sentiment. 

Foot  ball,  literary  contests,  etc.,  had  a  part  no  doubt  in  creat- 
ing an  interest  and  in  calling  attention  to  the  school,  but  I  at- 
tribute the  present  flourishing  condition  of  our  school  to  the  wise 
policy  of  the  board  of  education,  and  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
parents  and  taxpayers  of  the  city.  There  is  a  strong  sentiment 
at  the  present  time  of  adding  another  year  to  the  course  for 
the  high  school.  This  will  probably  be  done  before  the  begin- 
ning of  next  year.  Our  course  will  then  be  similar  to  the  classi- 
cal and  scientific  courses  of  the  Omaha  high  school. 

AUKORA. 

A  H.  BiGELOW,  Superintendent 

The  Aurora  schools  are  enjoying  a  very  prosperous  year.  A 
progressive  school  board  Has  made  possible  many  advance  steps. 
Below  the  high  school  a  re-classification  has  been  accomplished 
into  eight  grades  of  two  classes  each,  introducing  plan  of  semi- 
annual promotions.  To  these  sixteen  classes  has  been  added  a 
third  or  "reception"  class  in  the  first  grade.  The  work  to  be  ac- 
complished by  these  eight  grades  has  been  extended,  too,  by 
reason  of  the  grading  up  of  the  high  school,  to  include  the  com- 
pletion of  the  common  branches,  viz. :  grammar,  phy8iol9gy,  his- 
tory, word  analysis,  etc.,  leaving  only  the  work  in  the  higher 
arithmetic  from  percentage  onward  for  the  high  school.  In  the 
high  school  a  complete  change  of  classification,  courses  of  study 
and  methods  of  instruction  have  been  made.    The  credit  system  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-r'^  '^r^ji 


266  ItEPOUt  OP  THE 

classification,  so  successful  in  our  state  university,  has  been 
adapted  to  high  school  work  and  is  giving  the  best  of  satisfaction 
in  that  many  injustics  to  the  pupil  incident  to  the  old  methods 
have  been  done  away  with  and  credits  are  given  only  for  work 
done,  not  time  spent.  Heretofore  accredited  as  preparatory  for 
the  *' minor  course,"  the  collegiate  group  now  ofiPers  instruction 
in  all  the  branches  necessary  for  entrance  into  the  ** major  course" 
of  the  university.  Realizing  that  by  far  the  largest  per  cent  of 
pupils  never  pursue  their  work  beyond  the  high  school,  two 
groups  of  studies  have  been  arranged,  designed  to  make  the  work 
even  in  the  high  school  as  practical  as  possible.  The  academic 
group  oflFers  a  general  educational  course,  including  instruction 
in  the  elemerts  of  the  principal  natural  sciences,  history,  literature, 
mathematics,  and  one  year  of  Latin,  with  one  year  of  German,  or 
two  years  of  either.  To  prospective  teachers  this  group  is 
peculiarly  adapted.  For  those  who  desire  a  preparation  for  busi- 
ness, the  commercial  course  has  been  arranged,  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  practical  studies  in  book-keeping  and  commercial  law, 
carries  with  it  mental  drill  and  general  information  nearly  equal 
in  extent  to  either  of  the  other  groups. 

The  city  is  now  supplied  with  three  buildings,  well  equipped 
and  conveniently  located.  The  number  of  teachers  has  been 
limited  to  thirteen  thus  far,  but  it  is  contemplated  to  shortly  in- 
crease it  to  fifteen.  Sustained  by  a  thoroughly  awakened  public 
sentiment,  the  board  of  education  proposes  to  carry  the  work  on- 
ward until  its  youth  have  all  the  advantages  for  elementary  in- 
struction offered  by  the  larger  cities  of  the  state. 


BEATRICE 
0.  G.  Pearse,  Superintendent. 


During  the  past  two  years  the  public  schools  of  Beatrice  have 
enjoyed  a  steady  and  gratifying  growth.     The  schools  are  taught 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  267 

in  eight  buildings,  seven  fine,  convenient,  brick  buildings  and  one 
smaller  frame  building.  The  last  two  brick  buildings  are  warmed 
and  ventilated  by  the  "Smead"  warm  air  apparatus  with  dry 
closets.     The  plan  is  proving  most  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

The  numbe\'  of  persons  of  school  age  in  the  school  district  is 
3,000.  The  number  enrolled  in  the  schools  for  the  year  ending 
June  1st,  1892,  was' over  2,100.  The  average  daily  membership 
for  the  same  time  was  about  1,650,  and  the  average  daily  attend- 
ance something  over  1,525. 

The, number  of  teachers  employed  is  forty- four.  One  of  these 
devotes  the  entire  time  to  instruction  in  and  the  supervision  of 
vocal  music;  another  attends  in  the  same  way  to  drawing  and 
physical  culture.  A  superintendent  of  schools  is  employed  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  making  the  entire  corps  forty- five  strong.  The 
board  of  education  has  paid*  especial  attention  to  the  selection  of 
teachers,  and  as  a  result  the  schools  enjoy  the  services  of  a  much 
more  than  usually  strong  and  earnest  body  of  teachers.  Increase 
of  salary  is  given  for  continued  service  in  the  schools,  and  teach- 
ers of  high  scholarship  and  proved  ability  are  permanently  cer- 
tificated, thus  relieving  them  of  the  worry  and  annoyance  of  re- 
curring examinations.  Successful  and  experienced  teachers 
coming  from  other  good  systems  of  graded  schools  are  given 
credit  in  adjusting  salaries,  and  in  this  way  the  schools  have  been 
able  to  draw  strong  teachers  from  other  schools  where  circum- 
stances were  less  favorable. 

An  exciellent  spirit  of  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  exists  among  the 
teachers,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  spirit  of  determination  and 
willingness  to  work  which  is  so  essential  in  school  work,  is  found 
in  the  schools  in  a  very  satisfactory  degree. 

The  chief  reliance  in  the  discipline  of  the  schools  is  plenty  of 
suitable  employment  for  every  scholar  all  the  time. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  in  grades  below  the  high  school  to 
secure    more   legible    and   easy  writing   by  making   the    pen .  a 
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familiar  instrument  in  the  hands  of  eacli  pupil.  To  this  end  all 
writing,  above  the  first  grade,  has  been  done  with  pen  and  ink 
on  good  paper  in  permanent  exercise  books.  Lead  pencils  have 
been  used  only  for  drawing.  No  pencil  figuring  or  "scratch 
paper"  has  been  allowed.  A  habit  of  careful  work  in  every  let- 
ter and  figure  is  being  formed,  which  is  valuable  in  many  ways, 
and  the  writing  shows  marked  improvement,  -due  in  good  part  it 
is  believed,  to  the  plan  described.  Writing  in  the  first  grade  is 
done  with  long  slate  pencils  upon  ruled  slates. 

The  best  of  feeling  exists  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  towards 
the  schools;  and  this  feeling  all  connected  with  the  schools  appre- 
ciate and  spare  no  effort  to  deserve. 

We  feel  that  we  have  every  reason  to  take  courage  and  go  for- 
ward. 

BEOKEN  BOW. 

J.  D.  French,  Superintendent. 

Broken  Bow  has  a  brick  high  school  building  containing  six 
school  rooms  and  two  recitation  rooms;  also  a  frame  building 
containing  two  school  rooms.  Ten  teachers  are  employed,  in- 
cluding the  superintendent.  During  the  present  year,  to  date, 
there  is  an  enrollment  of  550  pupils.  The  schools  are  divided 
into  primary,  intermediate,  grammar,  and  high  school.  The  pri- 
mary has  three  years,  intermediate  two  years,  grammar  three 
years,  and  high  school  three  years.  By  faithful  attendance  and 
work  a  student  may  complete  the  course  in  the  required  time  and 
be  prepared  to  enter  college  or  upon  the  active  duties  of  life. 
The  objects  of  the  course  of  study  are  a  preparation  for  en- 
trance to  the  State  University  or  some  college,  qualifications  fol- 
good  citizenship,  and  to  give  to  those  who  desire  to  teach  prepa- 
ration for  their  work. 

We  have  not  a  very  large  supply  of  apparatus  and  appliances. 
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We  have  been  organized  strictly  as  a  high  school  but  a  short 
time,  and  with  the  present  excellent  board  of  education  we  feel 
warranted  in  saying  that  it  is  only  necessary  that  they  understand 
the  needs  of  the  school  in  order  that  the  required  supplies  be 
forthcoming.  I  believe  popular  sentiment  would  have  the  public 
schools  take  first  place  among  the  interests  of  the  city.  The 
future  outlook  for  Broken  Bow  in  an  educational  sense  is  bright 
and  encouraging. 

OHADEON. 

John  O.  Taylob,  Superintendent 

"  Ohadi*on  was  founded  seven  years  ago.  The  public  schools 
were  organized  as  graded  schools  about  four  years  ago  and  now 
have  twelve  teachers. 

A  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  public  education  prevails  among 
the  people,  who  regard  a  well  organized  and  properly  equipped 
'public  school  as  an  indispensable  factor  of  prosperity. 

Slembers  of  the  board  of  education  are  eI8cted  from  among 
the  best  citizens.  As  a  result,  the  interests  of  the  schools  re- 
ceive as  patient  and  careful  consideration  as  individual  aflfairs. 

Teachers  are  selected  with  remarkable  conscientiousness  and 
care.  Those  constituting  the  present  corps  aie  uniformly  capable, 
progressive  and  industrious. 

Special  supervision  in  penmanship,  drawing,  music,  and  phys- 
ical culture  is  provided. 

The  high  school  department  is  liberally  supplied  with  teach- 
ers. The  course  of  instruction  prepares  students  for  college  and 
university  study.  During  the  year  1891~'92,  eighty  per  cent  of 
the  school  population  was  enrolled  in  the  schools  and  fifteen  per 
cent  of  the  enrollment  was  in  the  high  school  grades. 
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COLUMBUS. 
J.  M.  Scott,  Superintendent 

We  have  two  frame  and  three  brick  buildings,  containing  six- 
teen rooms,  and  all  are  used  for  school  purposes. 

Our  schools  are  clfissified  as  primary,  intermediate,  grammar, 
and  high  school,  each  being  divided  into  three  grades. 

In  our  primary  grades  much  attention  is  given  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  perceptive  faculties  of  the  children  as  much  atten- 
tion is  giyen  to  the  kindergarten  work. 

Our  grammar  department  prepares  pupils  for  second  grade 
county  certificates. 

The  high  school  prepares  pupils  for  state  certificates  and  for 
admission  to  the  freshman  class  of  the  State  University. 

Physics  and  chemistry  are  taught  on  the  laboratory  plan.  Our 
laboratory  was  put  in  at  an  expense  of  about  $300.  Our  phys- 
ical apparatus  is  worth  about  $250. 

Drawing  and  music  are  made  a  part  of  our  course  of  study,  a- 
special  teacher  being  employed  for  music. 

Our  library  contains  about  one  thousand  volumes.  A  regular 
course  of  supplementeu^^  reading  is  begun  in  the  second  grade 
and  continued  through  all  the  other  grades. 

Our  attendance  during  this  and  the  preceding  year,  I  think 
almost  phenomenal,  as  our  average  daily  attendance  has  not  been 
less  than  ninety-six  per  cent  and  some  months  more  than  ninety- 
eight  per  cent.  Our  senior  class  this  year  numbers  thirteen — 
ten  girls  and  three  boys.  We  have  three  and  one-half  years' 
work  in  our  Latin  course. 

Our  people  take  the  greatest  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
children,  and  all  worthy  eflForts  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  are 
heartily  endorsed  by  them. 

I  believe  that- the  success  of  the  schools  of  this  city  is  due 
more  largely  to  the  efforts  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  edu- 
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cation  than  to  any  other  cause.  No  pains  or  money  has  been 
spared  to  procure  and  to  retain  the  best  teachers.  The  teacherji 
of  our  schools  are  energetic,  enthusiastic,  efficient,  and  loyal. 
They  deserve  nothing  but  words  of  praise  for  the  masterly  man- 
ner in  which  they  discharge  every  duty  that  devolves  upon  them. 

CKETE. 
W.  H.  Skinner,  Superintendent. 

These  schools  enrolled  last  year  726  pupils,  ninety-seven  of 
whom  were  in  the  high  school.  Fourteen  teachers,  including 
superintendent,  are  employed.  In  the  high  school,  teachers  are 
assigned  special  work  as  far  as  possible. 

The  Course  of  Study. 

ENGLISH. 

In  the  first  grade,  we  begin  with  English  composition  and  con- 
tinue it  through  the  seventh  grade.  Technical  grammar  is  re- 
duced to  the  minimum  during  these  years.  Clear  and  logical 
composition  in  description,  narration,  and  other  forms  based  upcm 
these  is  the  main  line  of  work.  Two  years  of  technical  grammar 
and  one  of  rhetoric  follow.  In  reading  we  used  three  different 
first  and  second  readers  and  two  different  third  and  fourth  read- 
ers. In  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  we  use  such  classics  as 
Snow  Bound,  Sir  Eoger  de  Coverley,  etc.  In  the  twelfth  grade, 
we  give  one  year  to  the  study  of  English  and  American  authors. 

OTHER    LANGUAGES. 

The  course  of  study  provides  for  three  years  of  Latin,  two  of 
which  are  required.  Next  year  we  expect  to  introduce  German 
in  order  to  meet  fully  the  university  demands. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

We  take  the  usual  course  in  the  first  eight  grades.  In  the 
high  school  we  have  a  year  of  arithmetic,  one  of  algebra,  and  one 
of  geometry.  For  this  last,  we  use  MacDonald's  plane  geometry 
and  follow  that  with  solid  geometry  upon  the  same  plan.  Next 
year  we  expect  to  reinstate  trigonometry  in  order  to  meet  Univer- 
sity 6i  Nebraska  requirements. 

SCIENCES. 

Physiology  more  or  less  in  all  grades  below  high  school.  Geog- 
raphy from  fourth  to  sixth  grades  inclusive  with  reference  work 
from  history  in  late  years.  Lessons  on  simple  plants  and  animals, 
and  experimental  work  in  elementary  physics  are  given  from  third 
to  eighth  grades  inclusive  and  one-half  hour  per  week.  In  high 
school  we  require  the  following  laboratory  work.  Physics,  four 
hours  per  week  for  one  year.  Zoology,  two  and  one-half  hours 
per  week  for  one  year.  Chemistry,  three  hours  per  week  for  one 
year.  Botany,  three  and  one-half  hours  per  week  for  one  year. 
In  botany  and  zoology  special  attention  is  given  to  the  economic 
phases  of  those  studies,  while  in  all  these  sciences  we  make  men- 
tal discipline,  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance.  We  are  pro- 
vided with  a  well  equipped  laboratory,  including  laboratory  desks, 
individual  equipments  for  pupils  in  chemistry,  four  compound 
miscroscopes  and  a  good  supply  of  physical  apparatus. 

OTHER   SUBJECTS. 

Music,  physical  culture,  and  drawing  are  included  in  our  course 
and  while  not  allowed  to  usurp  time  which  should  be  devoted  to 
other  studies,  are  given  a  generous  share  of  the  course.  We 
have  just  engaged  a  special  teacher  of  music  for  next  term.  Draw- 
ing is  applied  in  every  study  where  it  is  possible  and  ends  with 
plane  perspective  and  crayon  sketching  in  the  high  school. 
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The  educational  interest  of  our  town  may  be  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing facts: 

1.  A  generous  supply  of  apparatus  and  of  good  teachers  with 
fair  wages. 

2.  A  large  high  school  enrollment,  about  half  of  them  boys. 

3.  Sixty-nine  graduates  during  five  years,  about  half  of  whom 
are  boys. 

4.  The  long  tenure  of  good  teachers  and  the  short  tenure  of 
poor  ones. 

5.  A  demand  for  a  good  course  from  bottom  to  top  irrespective 
of  tradition. 

DAVID  CITY. 

J.  S.  VanEaton,  Superintendent 

Within  the  past  year  and  a  half  much  has  been  accomplished 
in  securing  a  more  earnest  and  deeper  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
city  schools  than  seemed  to  exist  at  the  beginning  of  that  period. 
A  general  class  work  has  improved,  and  pupils  are  more  earnest 
and  enthusiastic,  absence  and  tardiness  have  decreased,  and  a 
more  personal,  active  interest  exists  on  the  part  of  parents.  The 
high  school  course  has  been  lengthened  to  four  years,  with  many 
advantages  resulting  to  pupils.  The  addition  of  an  excellent  set 
of  physical  apparatus,  a  supply  of  maps,  etc.,  for  all  grades,  and 
the  introduction  of  music  have  all  served  to  arouse  interest  and 
have  contributed  much  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  schools. 

EDGAR 

0.  A.  PuLMEB,  Principal. 

The  Edgar  graded  school  was  organized  in  1878,  it  being  one 
of  the  oldest  of  the  state.  As  the  population  of  the  town  in- 
creased  more  commodious  buildings  were  needed  and  now  we 
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have  a  main  building  which  contains  seven  study  rooms  and  one 
recitation  room  and  the  south  ward  building,  which  contains  two 
rooms.  It  is  quite  probable  that  more  building  will  be  done 
next  summer. 

We  now  have  400  pupils  enrolled  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
100  of  these  are  members  of  the  high  school.  Although  this 
department  is  so  large  we  are  not  lacking  teachers,  there  being 
two  for  the  B  and  0  grades,  while  the  principal  has  charge  of 
the  senior  class,  which  numbers  fifteen.  Ten  teachers  are  em- 
ployed, and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  more  energetic,  progres- 
sive teachers. 

Teachers'  meetings  are  held  once  in  two  weeks  and  every 
Wednesday  evening  is  held  the  Reading  Club.  In  this  club  we 
talk  over  the  current  events,  recite  quotations  from  authors, 
study  "  Lights  of  Two  Centuries,"  and  psychology.  Besides  the 
common  branches,  zoology,  geology,  plane  and  solid  geometry, 
Csesar,  Cicero,  literature,  physics,  botany,  general  history  and 
algebra  are  included  in  the  course  of  study  in  our  schools.  This 
course  is  divided  into  thirteen  grades  or  years.  We  are  well 
equipped  with  physical  apparatus,  among  which  are  an  air  pump 
small  dynamo,  galvanic  battery  of  four  cells  and  the  latest  im- 
proved "Static"  electric  machine. 

More  and  better  geographical  maps  and  charts  are  needed. 

The  library  consists  of  about  600  of  the  best  books  of  refer" 
ence  and  literature. 

The  text-books  are  purchased  by  the  district  at  contract  prices 
and  the  pupils  buy  them  of  the  district  at  cost. 

The  school  is  supported  without  saloon  license  money.  The 
board  has  shown  great  liberality  in  purchasing  what  was  needed 
and  has  displayed  an  unusual  interest  in  school  affairs.  There 
is  no  other  school  in  the  town  and  the  people  center  their  thoughts 
and  attention  on  the  public  schools. 
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FAIRBUEY. 

C.  P.  Oaky,  Superintendent 

The  public  schools  of  Fairbury  occupy  thre^  brick  buildings. 
We  are  beginning  to  feel  the  need  of  more  room  for  primary 
grad^,  also  of  a  room  for  laboratory  use,  and  an  office  for  the 
superintendent .  For  several  years  past  our  lowest  primary  pupils 
have  attended  school  but  half  the  day.  The  plan  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  since  it  makes,  to  a  great  extent,  a  burden  on  priv 
mary  teachers,  and  the  pupils  fall  behind  a  trifle  in  their  work. 
The  loss  thus  occasioned,  together  with  the  irregularity  and  im- 
maturfty  of  many  of  the  pupils,  necessitates  the  spending  of  three 
years  by  many  pupils  in  the  first  two  grades.  There  is  thus  a 
tendency  to  crowd  the  first  and  second  grades  and  cripple  more 
and  more  the  efficiency  of  the  work.  We  have  endeavored  to 
obviate  this  as  much  as  possible,*  but  have  not  entirely  succeeded. 

Our  intermediate  work  is  about  the  same  as  that  done  in  the 
best  schools  of  the  state,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  standing  of  our 
pupils  in  other  schools  and  of  pupils  of  other  schools  who  have 
come  to  us. 

In  our  eighth  grade  we  finish  (i.  e,  quit)  the  study  of  arith- 
metic, U.  S.  history,  and  physiology. 

The  pupils  of  the  high  school  commence  the  study  of  algebra 
and  Latin  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  year.  We  oflFer  but  one 
course  in  the  high  school,  believing  that  one  strong  course  for 
all  pupils  is  better  with  our  comparatively  small  numbers  and 
small  teaching  force  than  two  or  more  courses  would  be.  Our 
graduates  are  accredited  at  the  state  university  at  present  with 
eight  and  three-fifths  points,  but  within  a  year  or  two,  when  our 
present  revised  course  of  study  is  in  full  operation,  we  shall  be 
able  to  do  sufficient  work  to  entitle  us  to  about  ten  points.  It  is 
the  policy  of  the  present  board  of  education  to  build  up  a  strong 
high  school  and  supply  it  with  all  needed  apparatus  and  refer- 
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ence  books  as  rapidly  as  possible.  To  that  end  we  iave  this 
year  spent  some  $450  for  apparatus  to  be  used  in  teaching 
physios,  chemistry,  and  botany.  Our  tuition  fees,  amounting  to 
$400  or  $500  a  year,  will  in  all  probability  be  hereafter  set  aside 
for  this  purpose,  till  we  are  well  supplied  with  everything 
needed  for  first-class  experimental  work  in  elementary  science, 
and  with  standard  works  for  the  teaching  of  literature,  hisfory, 
etc.  • 

FREMONT. 

Dan  Miller,  Superintendent 

The  cause  of  education  is  fairly  prosperous  in  Fremont.  Last 
year  showed  an  increased  attendance  of  about  one  hundred  over 
the  preceding  year  and  the  increase  is  about  the  same  for  this 
year  over  last. 

In  1890  the  high  school  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  sixty- 
five  pupils.  In  1891  the  enrollment  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  seventy-five  and  this  year  we  started  with  112  enrolled. 
The  large  increase  this  year  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  begin- 
ning with  September  a  commercial  course  covering  two  years  was 
added  to  the  high  school  work.  Thus  almost  every  pupil  who 
last  year  completed  the  eighth  grade  work  is  now  in  the  high 
school  taking  one  of  the  three  courses. 

Last  year  a  chemical  laboratory  was  fitted  up  for  the  high 
school  at  a  cost  of  about  $600,  an4  before  the  beginning  of  next 
year  an  equal  amount  will  be  expended  in  fitting  up  a  laboratory 
for  physics. 

There  are  now  four  regular  teachers  in  the  high  school  and 
another  will  be  employed  for  next  year. 

The  work  of  the  special  teacher  of  writing  and  drawing  has 
convinced  the  board  of  education  that  they  cannot  afford  to  dis- 
continue the  services  of  such  a  teacher. 
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In  December  of  this  year  there  were  compleLvl  a  four- room 
addition  to  one  of  our  buildings  (brick)  and  a  new  four-room 
brick  building  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  city.  Both  are  heated 
and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system  and  are  provided  with  dry 
closets.  This  makes  four  of  our  buildings  provided  likewise. 
All  ln^iidings  in  the  city  were  thoroughly  repaired  in  the  last 
vacation.  Slate  blackboards  and  furnaces  or  steam  are  now  in 
all  buildings  except  one,  and  that  one  is  to  be  fitted  up  next  year. 
It  has  been  the  practice  of  the  board  of  education  to  put  slate 
blackboards  and  furnaces  in  at  least  one  building  each  year  and 
next  year  will  see  this  work  completed  for  all  buildings  in  the 
city.  The  members  of  the  board  of  education  are  wide-awake^ 
progressive  men  and  women,  and  are  sparing  no  pains  and  ex- 
pense to  make  the  schools  first-class  in  all  of  their  appointments. 
The  schools  opened  in  September  last  with  thirty-five  regular 
teachers  employed.  Three  have  been  added  to  the  corps,  making 
the  number  at  present  thirty-eight  exclusive  of  the  special  teachei;' 
of  writing  and  drawing  and  the  superintendent 

The  people  of  Fremont  are  interested  in  the  schools,  and  the 
management  this  year  has  had  many  encouragements  from  patrons 
and  press. 

GEAND  ISLAND. 
EoBT.  J.  Babb,  Superintendent 

The  work  has,  in  the  main,  been  a  continuation  of  that  given 
in  my  last  report. 

That  the  schools  have  increased  in  the  number  of  teachers  em- 
ployed, number  of  pupils  enrolled,  and  efficiency  is  a  natural 
consequence  in  a  thriving  city.  The  enrollment  for  the  past 
year  was  nineteen  hundred  and  nineteen,'  and  the  number  of 
teachers,  including  the  special  teachers  of  music  and  drawing  and 
the  superintendent,  now  employed  in  carrying  on  the  work  is 
forty-three. 
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The  schools  occupy  ten  buildings — Two  large  and  two  small 
brick  and  two  frame  buildings  are  the  property  of  the  district, 
the  other  four  being  rented.  The  number  of  rooms  occupied  for 
study  and  recitation  is  thirty-six;  for  recitation  only,  six. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  has  been  remodeled 
and  a  year  added.  It  is  now  composed  of  three  courses,  English, 
German-English,  and  Latin- English,  four  years  each,  as  follows: 

COURSE  OP  STUDY. 
Grand  Island,  Neb.,  High  School. 


Year. 

Term. 

Required. 

Elective. 

1st. 
2d. 
3d. 
4th. 

1st. 
2d. 
1st 
2d. 
1st. 
2d. 
1st. 
2d. 

En^.  Gram.,  Physiology,  Arith . . 
Eng.  Gram., Bookkeep.,  Algebra. 

Rhetoric,  Civics,  Algebra 

Rhetoric,  Botany,  Algebra 

Gen.  Hist.,  Physics,  Geometry.. . 
Gen.  Hist.,  Physics,  Geometry. . . 
Gen.  Hist.,  Chemistry,  Trigonom. 
Am.  Lit.,  Pol.  Econ.,  Astronomy. 

Eng.  Hist.,  German,  Liatin. 
Phys.  Geog.,  Ger'n,  Liatin. 
Am.  Hist.,  German,  Latin. 
Zoology,  German,  Latin. 
Elocution,  German,  Latin. 
Eng.  Lit.,  German,  Latin. 
Eng.  Lit.,  German,  Latin. 
Geology,  German,  Latin. 

Music  and  drawing  each  under  the  direction  of  a  special  teacher 
are  taught  in  all  of  the  grades,  and  the  former  in  the  high  school. 
Though  these  branches  have  been  taught  but  one  year,  the  re- 
sults are  far  superior  to  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Every  department  in  the  schools  is  provided  with  all  necessary- 
apparatus  for  the  presentation  of  the  difiPerent  subjects  in  the  best 
manner.  Particularly  is  this  true  of  the  high  school  depart- 
ment. 

In  connection  with  the  high  school  is  the  high  school  lyceum, 
which  in  its  line  is  doing  a  work  that  can  be  had  in  no  other 
way. 

The  advantages  offered,  through  the  school  library,  for  reading 
and  self-culture  are  of  the  best.  The  library  contains  the  stand- 
ard encyclopedias,  many  other  works  of  reference,  and  many 
volumes  of  the  highest  literary  merit.     It  is   the  policy   of  the 
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school  to  give  pupils  every  opportunity  possible.  The  enroll- 
ment and  regularity  of  the  attendance  attest  the  appreciation  in 
which  these  advantages  are  held. 

The  board  of  education  is  uniformly  composed  of  men  who  are 
earnest  workers  in  the  cause  of  education,  leaving  nothing  un- 
done that  lies  in  their  power  to  do  for  the  advancement  of  the 
schools. 

HASTINGS. 
Edwin  N.  Brown,  Superintendent 

Since  the  time  of  the  preceding  report,  our  last  frame  build- 
ing has  been  replaced  by  an  excellent  six  room  brick  building 
heated  by  steam  and  finely  furnished  and  equipped  throughout. 
The  schools  of  the  city  now  occupy  five  buildings,  containing 
thirty -two  class  and  recitation  rooms,  with  a  seating  capacity  for 
about  1,500  pupils. 

Our  course  of  study  consists  of  twelve  grades  or  years,  and  is 
designed  to  prepare  for  the  state  university  and  other  higher  in- 
stitutions of  learning. 

Music  and  drawing  are  being  taught  throughout  the  grades 
under  the  direction  of  special  teachers,  and  both  are  regarded  by 
us  as  valuable  branches,  not  only  for  enjoyment  and  culture  but 
for  discipline  as  well;  and  they  are  taught  with  this  end  in  view. 

A  somewhat  new  departure  in  the  arrangement  of  work  has 
been  inaugurated  in  our  schools  this  year  by  the  introduction  of 
the  departmental  system  of  instruction.  This  embraces  the  more 
advanced  rooms  and  enables  us  to  specialize  our  instruction  by 
placing  all  the  geography  of  a  building  under  the  direction  of  one 
teacher,  all  the  arithmetic  under  the  direction  of  another,  and  the 
same  with  the  work  in  language  and  reading.  This  plan,  after  a 
somewhat  thorough  test,  is  still  in  successful  operation  and  is 
yielding  excellent  results. 
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Perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  year  in  con- 
nection with  the  Hastings  schools  was  the  exhibit  and  reception 
held  at  the  close  of  the  pa.st  term  in  one  of  the  public  halls.  All 
schools  "were  well  represented  by  specimens  of  work  from  varions 
grades  and  subjects,  supplemented  by  drills  in  reading,  music, 
recitations,  calisthenics,  etc.  Much  credit  is  due  to  pupila  and 
teachers  for  the  earnest  efforts  that  are  being  put  forth,  and  the 
throng  of  interested  spectators  that  gathered  at  the  hall  each 
morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  during  the  exhibit  bore  evidence 
to  the  interest  manifested  by  the  public  in  the  work  of  the  school. 

HOLDEEGE. 

W.  R.  Hart,  Superintendent. 

The  educational  facilities  of  this  community  keep  pace  with 
the  material  advancement  of  the  country  about  us. 

Fifteen  years  have  witnessed  a  remarkable  change.  Then  it 
was  the  feeding  ground  of  the  buffalo,  and  the  ranchman's  herd; 
now  it  is  truly  a  store-house  of  plenty :  then  it  was  wanting  in 
all  the  amenities  that  contribute  to  man's  higher  aspirations  in 
life,  now  it  is  literally  dotted  with  schools  and  churches. 

The  greater  part  of  the  population  is  Scandinavian.  The  in- 
dustry characteristic  of  the  northern  race,  and  a  religious  fervor 
rivaling  that  of  the  Puritans,  have  made  them  pioneers  worthy 
of  adoption  by  the  government  of  their  choice. 

The  readiness  with  which  the  rising  generation  assimilates 
American  ideas  and  methods  is  an  earnest  of  the  fact  that  this 
race  is  destined  to  play  no  small  part  in  the  future  of  our  splen- 
did state. 

The  American  portion  of  our  citizens  came  for  the  most  part 
from  the  western  slope  of  the  AUeghenies  ^nd  the  plains  of  the 
Mississipi.  Having  been  surrounded  in  youth  by  an  enlightened 
morality,  they  have  simply  transplanted  what    tradition    taught 
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and  good  judgment  approves — ^the  house  of  learning  and  the 
house  of  worship. 

The  feeling  among  the  patrons  and  supporters  of  the  school  is 
akin  to  devotion.  A  spirit  of  liberality  in  favor  of  securing  not 
only  the  best  surroundings  but  the  best  instruction  attainable 
has  characterized  the  management  from  its  organization  to  the 
present  time. 

The  work  of  superintendent  and  teachers  up  to  within  the 
past  two  or  three  years  was  largely  devoted  to  organization.  The 
movement  of  the  school  was  in  a  sense  transitional — passing  by 
rapid  strides  from  an  ungraded  country  school  through  all  possi- 
ble forms  of  organization  to  a  city  school  with  a  high  school 
carrying  the  greater  part  of  the  work  preparatory  to  the  univer- 
sity. While  the  growth  in  numbers  increases  from  year  to  year, 
the  growth  of  departments  has  practically  ceased,  and  the  direc- 
tive energy  of  both  superintendent  and  teachers  can  be  more 
profitably  directed  along  lines  of  harmony  and  unity,  strength- 
ening where  there  is  weakness  and  curtailing  where  there  is 
overplus. 

In  the  matter  of  equipments  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  ap- 
paratus, we  have  two  substantial  brick  buildings,  each  contain- 
ing six  school  rooms  with  an  average  seating  capacity  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  pupils.  Nine  of  these  rooms  are  in  use  at  present 
and  the  tenth  is  being  fitted  for  occupancy  as  soon  as  possible. 
One  of  the  buildings,  in  addition  to  the  school  rooms,  has  three, 
recitation  rooms,  one  for  the  regular  high  school  assistant,  one 
for  chemistry,  and  one  for  physics  and  botany.  The  labora- 
tories are  supplied  with  apparatus  valued  at  something  near  $300. 

The  teaching  force  consists  of  ten.  In  addition  to  their  work, 
four  recitations  are  conducted  by  the  superintendent. 

The  school  is  said  to  be  in  good  discipline,  and  the  methods  of 
instruction  have  the  cordial  approval  of  the  university  of  the 
state. 
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LEXINGTON. 
J.  K.  Stableton,  Principal. 

I  came  to  Lexington  as  principal  of  the  schools,  September 
1889,  at  which  time  only  five  teachers  were  employed  and  no  at- 
tempt was  made  to  carry  on  a  high  school.  To-day  we  have  ten 
teachers,  a  high  school  numbering  seventy,  almost  fifty  per  cent 
of  whom  are  boys.  Our  high  school  prepares  for  freshman 
standing  in  the  state  university,  excepting  in  Greek,  and  we  ex- 
pect to  be  placed  on  the  accredited  list  this  year. 

Four  years  ago  there  was  no  school  library  to  speak  of,  and  no 
physical  or  chemical  apparatus;  to  day  we  have  a  small  library  of 
choice  books,  and  a  good  physical  and  chemical  laboratory.  Our 
library,  chemical  and  physical  apparatus  have  cost  about  $450. 

The  pay  of  the  principal  the  year  before  I  came  here  was  $810 
for  nine  months.     I  now  receive  $1,400  for  the  same  time. 

The  past  year  a  new  high  school  building  has  been  erected  at 
a  cost  of  $12,000.  It  is  a  beautiful  brick  building  containing  six 
rooms,  one  class  room,  principal's  office,  and  a  laboratory  room. 

The  people  of  the  town  heartily  support  the  schools  and  co- 
operate in  every  way  to  advance  their  interests. 

NORTH  PLATTE. 

I.   A.  Sabin,  Superintendent. 

The  North  Platte  public  schools  consist  of  the  following  de- 
partments: 

_  Three  first  primary 218  Enrolled 

Three  second  primary 133 

Three  intermediate  (1st) 152 

Two  mixed  (suburban)  grades 30 

One  intermediate  (2d) 72 

One  first  grammar , 65 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION*.  28n 

One  second  grammar ^  .     62  Enrolled 

One  high  school 46       " 

Total  enrollment 778 

Our  senior  class  numbers  twelve.  All  will  probably  graduate. 
The  attendance,  punctuality,  and  discipline  throughout  our  schools 
ai*e  commendable  and  improving.  Scholarship  is  excellent  com- 
pared with  the  number  of  our  teachers  who  have  but  little  expe- 
rience. Our  policy  here  is  to  employ  home  talent  as  far  as  possi- 
ble and  ten  out  of  sixteen  teachers  are  of  this  class,  some  very 
poorly  prepared. 

PAWNEE  CITY. 

H.  M.  Brayton,  Superintendent 

The  Pawnee  City  schools,  while  attempting  no  features  of  dis- 
play, have  advanced  in  attendance.  We  hope  that  the  quality  of 
their  work  has  not  deteriorated.  The  large  attendance  in  the 
high  school  is  especially  gratifying,  being  larger  than  ever  be- 
fore, and  making  a  fair  average  with  other  schools  of  correspond - 
iDg  rank,  although  the  patronage  of  this  department  is  divided 
with  a  flourishing  academy. 

The  course  of  study  recently  adopted  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, provides  for  a  critical  review  of  grammar  and  arithmetic 
during  the  last  high  school  year. 

Only  the  elements  of  bookkeeping  will  be  taught  hereafter  as 
a  business  school  is  in  active  operation  elsewhere  in  the  city.  The 
physical  apparatus  has  been  reinforced  with  about  two  hundred 
dollars'  worth  of  new  material,  enabling  the  scholars  to  do  indi- 
vidual work  in  this  department. 

German  is  retained,  but  now  receives  only  one  year's  time. 
Our  school  is  accredited  at  the  State  University  with  such  studies 
as  it  is  able  to  prepare  successfully. 

In  the  grades  the  half  year  is  the  unit  of  promotion.     Chart 
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classes  begin  in*  September  and  in  March.  First  year  primary 
work  occupies  about  fifty-four  weeks.  Particular  attention  is 
given  to  reading  in  all  primary  grades. 

Another  primary  teacher  was  added  to  the  schools  this  year 
and  it  is  hoped  that  a  special  teacher  of  writing  will  soon  be 
secured. 

Music  has  been  taught  in  the  high  school  and  in  some  grammar 
grades,  following  an  outline  prepared  by  a  former  superintend- 
ent. 

The  text-book  law  has  been  put  into  full  operation  here,  and, 
so  far,  its  results  are  satisfactory. 

PONOA. 

BiON  H.  CuLVEB,  Principal, 

We  have  nine  teachers  and  have  enrolled  437  pupils  this  year. 
Since  the  new  text-book  law  went  into  force  the  district  has  fur- 
nished 2,330  text- books.  Two  sets  of  readers  are  used  in  each  of 
the  grades.  The  new  course  of  study  adopted  this  year  covers 
twelve  years'  work,  distributed  as  follows:  Primary  department, 
three  years;  intermediate  department,  two  years;  grammar  de- 
partment, four  years ;  high  school  department,  three  years. 

Our  schools  are  m  a  prosperous  condition,  although  the  teach- 
ers are  laboring  under  great  disadvantage,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
adequate  school  accommodations. 

Graduates  of  the  high  school  are  admitted  to  th©  freshman 
class  at  the  State  University. 

RUSHVILLE. 

Wilson  I.  Austin,  Principal. 

Public  interest  in  education  here  is  unusually  good  for  a  west- 
ern town.     The   moral   tone  of  the  school  is  good.     We  have  a 
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good  four-room  brick  school  building.  The  district  is  organized 
as  a  high  school,  with  a  board  of  six  members:  W.  M.  Alexan- 
der, director;  W.  H.  Westover,  moderate »:;  J.  H.*  Harnsberger, 
treasurer.  We  have  a  good  library  of  230  volumes.  The  school 
census  shows  201  children  of  school  age,  an  enrollment  of  240 
at  present 

A  course  of  study  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  provides  for  a 
I  twelve  year  course.     The  school  is  divided  into  three   grades: 
Primary,  grammar,  and  high  school     It  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  more  room  for  pupils  next  year. 

SOUTH  OMAHA. 

A.  A.  MuNBOE,  Superintendent 

South  Omaha  has  now  eight  school  buildings,  four  of  them 
being  brick,  built  after  approved  modem  plans  and  heated  with 
steam  or  hot  air.  We  employ  thirty-six  teachers  besides  the 
superintendent,  and  two  specialists  in  drawing  and  music.  In 
September,  1888,  the  free  book  system  was  introduced,  and  as 
yet  we  have  found  no  reason  to  regret  the  change.  Drawing  was 
placed  in  charge  of  a  specialist  in  September,  1890.  Music  was 
added  to  the  course  of  study  in  1891  and  placed  in  charge  of  a 
thoroughly  trained  teacher  of  music.  There  are  eleven  grades 
in  our  schools,  eight  below  the  high  school,  while  three  courses, 
the  English,  Latin,  and  scientific  are  sustained  in  the  high 
school.  In  June,  1892,  the  first  class  of  five  was  graduated. 
The  class  of  1893  will  consist  of  ten.  No  effort  has  been  made 
hitherto  to  have  our  school  placed  on  the  State  University  ac- 
credited list,  as  we  have  had  no  students  to  send  there,  but  we 
hope  to  have  this  done  before  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

Four  years  ago  the  school  board  appointed  a  committee  of 
three  to  examine  candidates  for  positions  in  the  city  schools, 
with   power  to  grant  certificates   without  examination  to  expe- 
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rienced  and  successful  teachers  holding  diplomas  from  colleges 
in  good  standing,  or  from  state  normal  schools.  While  there  are 
undoubtedly  x>bjections  to  this  method,  the  advantages  largely 
overbalance  them,  and  the  result  with  us  has  been  greatly  to  im- 
prove the  scholarship  and  ability  of  our  teachers,  several  of  whom 
are  college  graduates.  Nearly  all  the  others  have  taken  courses 
of  study  equivalent  to  the  ordinary  high  school  course. 

The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  from  September  1  to  Decem- 
ber ^4,  1892,  was  1,640.  The  per  cent  of  attendance  on  aver- 
age number  belonging  and  on  total  enrollment  has  increased 
year  by  year  since  our  last  report.  I  believe  that  in  every  re- 
spect our  schools  have  kept  pace  in  improvement  with  other  city 
schools  throughout  the  state, 

TECUMSEH. 

M.  B.  0.  Tbue,  Superintendent 

In  1889  this  school  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  full  high  school 
and  was  placed  upon  the  accredited  list,  yet  its  course  of  study 
had  not  been  arranged  in  harmony  with  the  course  recommended  - 
by  the  association  of  superintendents  and  principals.  Accord- 
ingly, at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  course  was  changed  in 
this  respect,  and  is  now  substantially  the  same  as  that  recom- 
mended by  the  association. 

The  district  owns  four  buildings  used  for  school  purposes.  In 
two  buildings  of  one  room  each,  situated  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  pupil  of  the  first  grade  and  a  portion  of  those  of  the  second 
grade  are  taught.  A  third  building  of  one  room  contains  classes 
in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades.  The  remaining  classes  are  taught 
in  the  central  building  of  seven  rooms.  The  rooms  of  the  cen- 
tral building  are  not  quite  large  enough,  which,  with  the  imper- 
fect grading  of  the  year  before,  has  rendered  perfect  grading 
during  the  past  year  out  of  the  question.     Despite  all  disadvan- 
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tages,  the  schools  of  the  city  have  done  well.  The  graduating 
class  of  the  year  consists  of  six — five  girls  and  one  Iwy. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  the  school  library  em- 
braced 245  volumes,  most  of  which  were  books  of  history  and 
fiction;  very  few  were  such  as  children  care  to  read,  or  ought  to 
read.  For  historical  reference  the  library  furnishes  a  wide  range. 
An  exhibition  of  school  work  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  sup- 
plied funds  for  an  addition  of  twenty-one  volumes  to  the  library. 
Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  cultivate  in  the  children  a 
taste  for  reading  good  books,  and  these  efforts  have  been  measur- 
ably successful.  During  the  fall  term  of  four  months,  thirty- 
eight  volumes  were  drawn  from  the  library  by  pupils.  During 
the  other  five  months  of  the  year  255  volumes  were  drawn. 

The  school  has  a  chemical  laboratory  sufficient  for  the  possible 
ijistruction  of  a  small  class  using  Eemsen's  text-book,  but  the 
supply  of  apparatus  for  the  study  of  physics  is  remarkably  de- 
ficient The  supply  of  charts  for  the  study  of  physiology  and 
maps  for  the  study  of  geography  is  ample.  Object  lessons  in 
botany,  physiology,  physics,  and  zoology  have  been  given  con- 
stantly, almost  daily,  in  all  the  rooms,  from  the  first  primary  to 
the  grammar  grade,  with  excellent  results. 

The  late  statute  providing  for  free  text-books  and  school  sup- 
plies has  been  administered  in  its  obvious  spirit  and  intent.  All 
supplies  needed  in  the  school  room  have  been  furnished  by  the 
district  An  experience  of  one  year  under  this  statute  is  too 
short  for  the  formation  of  a  judgment  upon  the  practical  working 
of  the  plan,  yet  the  experience  of  the  year  has  seemed  to  corrob- 
orate the  judgment  favorable  to  it,  which  I  have  heretofore  pub- 
licly expressed  in  relation  to  it  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  the  plan 
gives  general  satisfaction  in  the  district 
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TEKAMAK 
A.  V.  SuNDEBLiN,  Principal 

This  is  my  second  year  in  the  state,  and  second  year  in  charge 
of  the  Tekamah  schools.  During  this  time  we  have  written  a 
new  course  of  study  in  keeping  with  the  requirements  of  the 
State  University,  which  went  into  successf uloperation  at  the  pres- 
ent school  year.  It  is  working  admirably.  With  its  twelve  years 
study  it  meets  the  demands  of  the  preparatory  work  for  the  fresh- 
man class  at  the  University. 

We  have  a  graded  course  of  reading  which  is  a  part  of  our 
regular  school  work,  and  are  adding  books  to  our  school  library 
as  speedily  as  means  will  permit.  Our  work  is  being  strength- 
ened in  the  sciences,  history,  and  the  languages. 

Our  schools  graduated  the  first  class  in  1884,  since  which  time 
90  students  have  been  graduated  from  our  high  school. 

Many  of  these  are  teaching,  some  are  engaged  in  business, 
while  several  have  entered  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Of 
this  number,  four  are  at  present  pursuing  studies  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity. 

The  school  banking  system  has  been  in  operation  here  since 
September,  1892.  The  average  amount  deposited  is  about  $50 
per  month. 

Twenty-one  non-resident  pupils  have  been  in  attendance  dur- 
ing the  fall  term,  and  our  board  of  education  generously  contrib- 
ute all  tuition  money  for  purchasing  needed  school  supplies. 
Our  schools  have  eight  teachers  and  are  graded  on  the  basis  of  one 
and  one-half  grades  to  a  teacher. 

The  term  just  closed  has  been  characterized  by  harmony  and 
hard-work. 

The  outlook  is  encouraging. 
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WAHOO. 

T.  H.  Bradbury,  Superintendent 

June  24th,  1892,  closed  my  fourth  year  in  the  schools  of  Wahoo. 
These  years  have  been  full  of  labor  and  of  growth.  The  school 
has  been  thoroughly  graded.  A  new  building  of  four  rooms  has 
been  erected  in  the  north  ward.  This  building  is  heated  by  hot 
air  and  is  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  that  ward.  Mrs.  Williams 
is  principal,  and  Mrs.  Hawthorn,  Miss  Ewart,  and  Miss  Manners^ 
all  teachers  of  experience,  give  to  that  part  of  the  city  an  excel- 
lent school  of  eight  grades.  The  west  ward  has  two  rooms  and 
is  in  charge  of  Miss  Saide  Henderson  as  principal  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Smith.  These  are  both  veterans  and  give  good  service  to 
the  district.  The  central  building  has  been  remodeled  and  now 
contains  seven  school  rooms,  two  recitation  rooms,  superintendent's 
office,  chemical  laboratory  and  two  supply  rooms.  The  high 
school  room  has  eighty  sittings  and  by  the  use  of  chairs  provides 
room  for  the  assembling  of  the  high  school  which  now  numbers 
ninety-seven.  The  high  school  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  I.  W.  Bender, 
principal,  assisted  by  Miss  E.  A.  Vroom  and  Miss  Annie  Jessen. 
The  course  consists  of  four  years  and  provides  for  German,  Latin, 
and  English  courses.  Students  conpleting  this  course  receive  a 
diploma  giving  entrance  to  the  State  University.  The  course  also 
provides  for  training  in  military  tactics.  The  high  school  has  an 
excellent  library  both  for  reference  and  general  reading,  number- 
ing now  nearly  700  volumes.  An  excellent  literary  society  is 
maintained  holding  two  meetings  each  month.  This  society  has 
just  added  an  elegant  upright  piano  to  the  high  school.  The 
school  has  57  alumni.  These  young  people  are  an  honor  to 
the  school  and  stanch  friends  of  the  high  school.  Besides  the 
high  school  the  central  building  has  eight  grades  under  the  able 
direction  of  the  Misses  Henderson,  Moore,  Link,  Hoygsett,  and 
Alexander.  The  yearly  enrollment  was  763;  and  $300  was  re- 
19 
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ceived  from  non-resident  pupils.  Tardiness  is  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum and  attendance  is  improving  each  year.  Special  days  are 
'  quite  a  feature  here.  On  these  days  each  child  puts  on  exhibi- 
tion some  of  his  work  and  invites  his  friends  in  to  see  it  Over 
1,000  visits  was  the  result  of  the  last  industrial  day.  In  the 
grades  especial  attention  is  given  to  reading,  writing,  language, 
arithmetic,  and  spelling.  Much  supplementary  reading  is  done. 
We  use  the  spelling  book;  and  a  book  on  mental  arithmetic  is 
also  used.  Calisthenics  receives  its  share  of  attention.  Primary 
history  is  placed  in  the  sixth  grade  and  followed  in  the  seventh 
by  geography.  Text-books  are  furnished  free  by  the  district  and 
is  a  great  saving  over  the  old  way. 

The  educational  sentiment  here  is  good.  The  board  of  educa- 
tion is  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  school,  and  the  teachers 
are  earnest  and  progressive.  The  school  has  a  healthy  moral 
tone.  All  of  these  forces  we  hope  to  give  us  a  better  citizenship. 
The  public  schools  of  Wahoo  are  enjoying  a  season  of  uninter- 
rupted progress.  The  work  in  all  the  departments  is  in  good 
hands. 

WEST  POINT. 
D.  0.  O'Connor,  Superintendent. 

The  work  of  the  year  began  September  19th  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  327  pupils;  for  the  instruction  of  these  eight  teachers, 
besides  the  superintendent,  were  employed.  The  work  is  quite 
evenly  distributed,  each  teacher,  with  the  exception  of  the  high 
school,  having  one  grade  in  charge. 

The  educational  sentiment  of  the  people  is  good.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  education  are  broad-minded  and  liberal. 
The  schools  are  all  in  one  building,  which  is  a  substantial,  brick 
structure,  two  stories  high  and  containing  eleven  rooms.  The 
plan  of  the  building  for  school  purposes  is  superior,  and  we  be- 
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'  lieve  a  visit  to  our  building  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  would 
be  profitable  to  committees  authorized  to  select  plans  for  new 
school  buildings.  The  entire  building  is  heated  by  steam.  Elec- 
tric light  is  supplied  in  the  office  of  superintendent,  which  is  also 
the  place  of  meeting  of  the  board  of  education.  Towels,  wash- 
stands,  soap,  combs,  mirrors,  etc.,  are  supplied  for  each  room; 
untidiness  among  the  pupils  is  rare.  An  abundance  of  city 
water  supplies  the  school. 

Concentrated  efforts  are  now  being  made  in  the  line  of  science, 
consequently  a  fine  laboratory  has  been  fitted  up  and  supplied. 
Lockers  for  individual  experimental  work  have  been  built  and 
placed  in  the  school.     These  we  believe  are  excelled  by  no  others 
in  the  state.     A  good  supply  of  apparatus  both  physical  and 
chemical  has  been  purchased  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
pupils.     The  latter,  it  is  needless  to  add,  enjoy  their  science 
studies  very  much.     The  subject  of  botany  will  be  taken  up  at 
the  beginning  of  the  winter  term.     To  facilitate  this  a  second 
compound-microscope  has  been  ordered.     When  our  desires  in 
scientific  equipments  shall  have  been  attained,  renewed  efforts 
will  be  'made  towards  enriching  the  school  library,  which  at  pres- 
ent is  only  medium.     We  are  acting  ob  the  principle  that  it  is 
better  to  concentrate  energy  in  completing  the  equipment  of  one 
department  at  a  time,  and  our  eflforts  (by  our  teachers  and  board 
of  education  are  meant)  so  far  have  been  crowned  with  success. 
In   the  high  school  there  are  at  present  twenty-six   pupils, 
divided    as   follows:     Seven  seniors,   eight   juniors,  and  eleven 
freshmen.     Our  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  covers  three 
years.     It  is  the  desire  of  our  people  that  the  school  here  shall 
be  placed  on  the  university  accredited  list,  and  this  we  hope  to 
have  done  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Our  town  has  been  peculiarly  exempt  from  sickness,  and  the 
average  attendance  has  been  good. 

Besides  the  public  schools  we  have  in  our  city  two  parochial 
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schools,  viz.:  a  Catholic  school  and  a  Lutheran  school  the 
combined  attendance  of  these  schools  is  about  one  hundred. 
They  are  very  inferior  to  the  public  schools. 

Before  closing  this  report  allow  me  to  add  that  we  have  dis- 
pensed with  recess  and  find  that  it  produces  no  inconvenience, 
but  on  the  other  hand  strengthens  the  work  of  the  schools.  Our 
pupils  are  dismissed  at  noon  and  in  the  evening  with  almost  mili- 
tary precision  and  to  the  music  of  fife  and  drum.  The  latter 
awakens  keen  spirit  and  energy  in  our  boys.  We  deem  it  an  ad- 
mirable feature.  Anarchy  and  socialism  can  have  no  hold  where 
the  spirit  of  our  people  is  moved  by  the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle. 

WYMORE. 

Geo.  R.  Chatbubn,  Superintendent 

The  schools  here  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  but  we  are  suf- 
fering from  the  same  disease  that  aflPects  so  many  of  our  rapidly 
growing  communities — lack  of  room.  Last  year  we  added  two 
new  brick  ward  buildings  of  two  rooms  each,  but  we  are  now  wish- 
ing we  had  builded  larger. 

During  the  past  year  our  school  has  been  recognized  by  the 
State  University,  and  such  changes  have  been  made  in  our  course 
of  study  as  will  entitle  our  graduates  to  enter  the  University  in 
no  way  behind  those  of  the  average  school  of  our  size. 

About  three  hundred  trees  were  planted  on  the  school  grounds 
during  the  past  year.  By  making  Arbor  Day  a  "red  letter  day" 
w^  secure  absolute  protection  to  the  trees  and  indirectly  to  all 
school  property.  '  • 

Technical  grammar  has  been  restored  without  in  any  manner 
infringing  on  language  work.  We  believe  now  that  we  have  as 
strong  an  English  course  as  any  school  in  the  state,  consisting  of 
language,  grammar,  rhetoric,  and  literature.  Mental  arithmetic 
and  the  spelling  book  have  also  places  in  our  schools  now. 
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Our  board  has  been  very  liberal  in  its  supp 
materially.  Money  has  been  liberally  used  in 
supplies,  fixtures,  and  apparatus.  We  hope  soo 
build  a  room  in  which  physical  and  chemical  e: 
be  more  satisfactorily  performed  than  our  prese 
allow. 

Our  policy  is  to  pay  good  salaries  and  demand 
schools. 

YOEK 

H.  B.  CoBBETT,  Superintendent. 

The  condition  of  our  public  school  system  in  t 
fying,  whether  judged  by  the  appearance  to  the 
or  by  the  truer  tests  of  school  work  which  deal 
lectual  and  moral  strength  developed.  This  is  cl 
fact  that  we  have  succeeded  in  securing  a  strong  cc 
good  teachers  make  good  schools.  It  is  no  doubl 
also  to  the  character  of  the  material  given  us  to 
the  personnel  of  our  membership  is  unquestioi 
order. 

York  has  an  enrollment  of  900  out  of  a  schoc 
1,300,  and  seventeen  regular  teachers  besides 
teachers.  Together  with  Grand  Island,  Hasting 
we  employ  a  skilled  supervisor  of  drawing;  and  we 
cities  in  recommending  this  circuit  plan  to  other 
lar  situations,  as  both  effective  and  economical, 
cellent  teacher  of  vocal  music  who  devotes  the  g] 
his  time  to  the  supervision  of  this  work  in  our  sc 
unite  with  York  College  in  employing  a  competen 
of  elocution  and  physical  culture. 

Our  school  elections  are  thoroughly  divorced  fr 
and  hence,  we  have  our  best  citizens  on  the  boar 
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And  every  officer  and  teacher  is  e 
school  system  still  more  perfect  anc 
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TABLE  NO.  25. 

Qr&ded  Schools — ^Number  of  Children  in  District  Between  5  and  21  Years, 

Number  Between  8  and  14  Years,  and  Number  Between  8  and  14 

Years  Attending  School  for  Year  Ending  July  13, 1891. 


CITIES  AND  VILLAGES. 

O 

1-9 

Total  No.  in  District 
Betw'n  8  and  14  Years 
Inclusive. 

Total  No.  Betw'n  8  and 
14  Years  Inclusive  At- 
tending School 

Total  for  state 

105,714 
268 
363 
252 
286 
228 
624 
305 
682 
696 

2656 
.  251 

1124 
269 
293 
310 
190 
409 
321 
236 
209 
567 
568 
292 

1155 
208 
242 
210 

1004 
337 
244 
212 
684 
271 
281 
244 
422 
168 

50,069 

91 

151 

84 

90 

104 

465 

162 

436 

460 

1221 

120 

'  483 

186 

138 

136 

101 

157 

220 

90 

156 

215 

346 

230 

449 

110 

130 

93 

494 

146 

123 

94 

260 

167 

124 

108 

170 

127 

42,994 

Ainsworth t 

'87 

Albion 

187 

Alma 

68 

Arapahoe 

114 

Arlington 

104 

Ashland 

457 

Atkinson 

259 

Auburn 

260 

Aurora 

452 

Beatrice 

1216 

Beaver  City 

159 

Blair 

585 

Bloomington 

135 

BlnftHill 

122 

Blue  SorinfiTs 

181 

Bradshaw 

101 

Broken  Bow 

107 

BrownviUe 

129 

Carleton 

66 

Cambridge 

156 

Central  City 

185 

Chadron 

324 

Clarks 

120 

Columbus 

315 

Chester 

110 

Cortland 

126 

Cozad 

101 

Crete  

453 

Cr6ighton 

144 

Culbertson 

131 

Davenport « 

102 

David  City 

245 

Decatur 

151 

DeWitt 

101 

Dorchester 

93 

Edgar * 

201 

Ehn  Creek 

106 

tiJK. 
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TABLE  NO.  2o,— Continued. 


Pairbury 

917 
480 
962 
424 
219 

2111 
434 
367 
686 
236 
267 
247 

2308 
225 
151 
271 
542 

1942 
605 
528 
275 
458 
552 
231 

2180 
179 
436 
206 
11,031 
253 
278 
250 
192 
437 

400 
204 
478 
196 
151 

1336 
285 
217 
485 
85 
141 
154 

1086 
130 
88 
175 
345 
929 
298 
224 
132 
194 
222 
160 

1150 

75 

273 

139 

4020 
112 
183 
159 
90 
178 

370 

Fairfield 

*     158 

Palls  City 

358 

Fairmont 

205 

Franklin 

124 

Fremont 

921 

Friend 

272 

Pullerton 

182 

Geneva 

313 

Genoa  

79 

Gibbon 

106 

Grafton 

128 

Grand  Island 

1073 

Greenwood 

130 

Hardy 

67 

Hartington 

140 

Harvard 

311 

Hastings 

919 

Hebron \ s . . . 

297 

Holdrege 

240 

Hooper 

115 

XT,,-^U^i;i4- 

239 

156 

154 

866 

91 

232 

92 

3450 

115 



98 

150 

124 

178 

157 
293 
510 
2293 
432 

72 
132 
240 
975 
185 

88 

136 

252 

7 

882 

174 
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Total  No.  Betw'n  8  and 
14  Years  Inclusive  At- 
tending School. 

xNeison 

«3UW 

1199 
389 
231 

1029 
227 
378 
165 
174 
27,281 
360 
452 
277 
336 
178 
242 
624 
177 

1831 
443 
208 
728 
121 
156 
320 
437 
992 
261 
754 
225 
269 

2255 
323 
316 
372 
501 
514 
321 
222 
850 
508 
256 

541 
167 

94 
472 
111 
160 
109 

79 
11,609 
174 
285 
120 
167 
205 
180 
279 

95 

1124 

215 

110 

328 

54 
103 
140 
367 
394 
119 
364 
149 
180 
1291 
212 
145 
157 

"'i56 
157 
349 

227 
115 

147 

Norfolk 

a33 

North  Bend 

104 

North  Loup 

106 

North  Platte 

534 

Oakdale 

111 

Oakland 

145 

OdelL 

96 

Ohiowa 

91 

Omaha 

8413 

O'Neill 

173 

Ord 

289 

Orleans  . . . . : 

121 

Osceola .* 

192 

Oxford 

110 

Papillion 

130 

Pawnee  City  . , 

281 

Plainview 

87 

PlattsmoUth * * 

738 

Ponca 

206 

Ravenna 

92 

Red  Cloud 

340 

Reynolds 

50 

Riverton 

98 

Rule. 

119 

St.  Paul 

347 

Schuyler 

383 

Scribner 

107 

Seward : 

350 

Shelton 

137 

Sidney 

103 

South  Omaha 

960 

Stanton 

178 

Sterling 

128 

Stromsburg 

165 

Superior 

312 

Sutton 

252 

Syracuse 

156 

Table  Rock .* 

185 

Tecumseh 

267 

Tekamah 

226 

Tobias 

105 
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Graded  Schools— Enrollment  by  Departments  for  the  Year  Ending 

July  13, 1891. 


Total  for  state 

Ainsworth 

Albion 

Alma 

Arapahoe 

Arlingrton 

Ashlsoid 

Atkinson 

Auburn 

Aurora 

Beatrice 

Beaver  City 

Blair 

Bloomington  .,. 

Blue  HiU 

Blue  Springs 

Bradfihaw.. 

Broken  Bow 

Brownville 

Carleton 

Cambridge 

Central  City 

Chadron 

Clarks 

Columbus 

Chester 

Cortland 

Cozad , 

Crete 

Creighton 

Culbertson 

Davenport , 

David  City 

Decatur , 

DeWitt 

Dorchester 

Edgar 

Ehn  Creek..'..... 


34,543 

19,290 

106 

62 

129 

111 

123 

81 

105 

58 

56 

37 

182 

190 

133 

51 

175 

166 

265 

146 

1366 

102 

34 

388 

182 

89 

44 

137 

57 

108 

85 

49 

48 

193 

120 

96 

69 

55 

51 

73 

60 

80 

245 

156 

153 

95 

52 

272 

315 

70 

35 

66 

67 

56 

99 

349 

175 

95 

81 

73 

73 

74 

56 

270 

231 

91 

63 

96 

75 

6:3 

56 

146 

91 

56 

40 

13,266 

7206 

62 

33 

51 

33 

27 

58 

37 

39 

33 

25 

150 

40 

54 

53 

63 

107 

187 

92 

416 

126 

38 

36 

222 

114 

34 

56 

35 

21 

31 

26 

33 

44 

94 

43 

42 

21 

45 

38 

49 

29 

50 

56 

70 

70 

58 

40 

52 

46 

34 

60 

46 

52 

53 

73 

108 

.85 

64 

39 

41 

46 

24 

76 

52 

30 

23 

48 

32 

38 

49 

49 

99 

33 

35 

74,305 
262 
324 
289 
239 
151 
562 
291 
511 
690 
1908 
210 
906 
223 
250 
250 
174 
450 
228 
189 
211 
431 
449 
245 
685 
199 
231 
208 
705 
325 
226 
200 
629 
207 
251 
206 
385 
164 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
TABLE  NO.  21.— Continued. 


• 

No,  Pupils  Enbolled. 

- 

CITIES  AND  VILLAGEa 

1 

I 

0 

i 

1 

1 

-a 

3 

4i 

a 

1 

2 

d 

Ewing 

270 

202 

249 

165 

81 

521 

149 

57 

266 

53 

56 

78 

1147 

79 

39 

112 

220 

569 

179 

237 

69 

'156 

76 

46 

790 

.  58 

186 

42 

2670 

89 

76 

62 

54 

161 

60 

62 

250 

90 

181 

115 

44 

500 

110 

98 

203 

51 

53 

49 

445 

50 

44 

39 

128 

500 

163 

103 

57 

108 

70 

50 

498 

50 

60 

35 

2018 

40 

31 

44 

37 

98 

42 
75 

153 
44 

119 
37 
46 

377 
95 
79 
48 
37 
46 
49 

190 
48 
38 
38 

148 

405 

102 

111 
42 

101 
71 
62 

156 
22 
96 
84 

942 
38 
40 
42 
33 
64 

23 
49 
60 
64 

112 
50 
40 

108 
22 
88 
64 
40 
49 
40 

102 
31 

""'i9 
36 
90 
56 
51 
37 
78 
15 
15 
82 
27 
60 
13 
282 
33 
40 
50 
35 
48 

174 

Exeter 

259 

Fairbury 

733 

Fairfield 

400 

FaUs  City 

661 

Fairmont ^ 

376 

Franklin 

211 

Fremont 

1506 

Friend 

376 

Fullerton 

322 

Geneva 

581 

Genoa 

181 

Gibbon 

204 

Grafton 

216 

Grand  T«l?»nH  . 

1884 

Greenwood 

206 

Hardy  . . . . , 

121 

Hartington 

208 

Harvard 

532 

Hastings 

1564 

Hebron 

500 

Holdrege -. 

.     502 

Hooper 

205 

Humboldt 

443 

Indianola 

232 

Jnninta 

173 

Kearney 

1526 

Kenesaw 

167 

Lexington 

402 

Liberty 

174 

Lincoln 

5912 

Long  Pine 

200 

Louisville 

187 

Loup  City 

198 

Lyons 

159 

Madison 

371 

McCook 

Mead 

55 

58 
209 
460 
134 

51 

03 

132 

459 

116 

45 
53 
54 

270 
69 

"**55 

80 
120 
35 

151 

Milfnrd 

229 

Minden 

475 

Nebraska  City 

t 

Neligh 
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Omaha 

O'NeiU 

Ord 

Orleans 

Osceola 

Oxford 

Papillion 

Pawnee  City. 

Plainview 

Plattsmouth . 

Ponca 

Ravenna 

Red  Cloud... 
Reynolds  .... 

Riverton 

Rulo 

St.  Paul 

Schuyler 

Scribner 

Seward 

Shelton 

Sidney 

South  Omaha 

Stanton 

Sterling 

Stromsburg . . 

Superior 

Sutton 

Syracuse  

Table  Rock  . . 

Tecumseh 

Tekamah 

Tobias 


8351 

2916 

2182 

644 

192 

65 

154 

50 

200 

134 

46 

33 

106 

32 

53 

21 

108 

83 

100 

43 

54 

33 

30 

21 

68 

60 

44 

44 

233 

105 

160 

60 

63 

51 

48 

494 

420 

220 

68 

134 

109 

123 

51 

71 

43 

43 

24 

334 

112 

84 

100 

50 

50 

28 

49 

59 

38 

77 

48 

60 

41 

200 

100 

91 

46 

440 

182 

81 

61 

74 

49 

45 

48 

187 

175 

187 

51 

69 

50 

55 

55 

121 

83 

32 

23 

1168 

295 

92 

31 

121 

40 

46 

44 

81 

69 

58 

54 

128 

90 

42 

32 

200 

105 

60 

90 

291 

156 

32 

34 

100 

64 

82 

18 

73 

60 

53 

39 

346 

125 

56 

64 

200 

132 

64 

70 

128 

49 

30 

16 

14,093 
461 
413 
212 
334 
138 
216 
558 
162 
1202 
417 
181 
630 
128 
146 
226 
437 
764 
216 
600 
229 
259 
1586 
251 
262 
292 
455 
513 
264 
225 
591 
466 
223 


L...^ 
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TABLE  NO.  21.— Continued. 


CITIES  AND  VILLAGES. 


No.  Pupils  Enbolled. 


O 


1 
I 

tc 

w 


U 

d 

I 


Trenton 

Ulysses  

Utica 

Valparaiso 

Wahoo 

Wakefield 

Wayne 

Weeping  Water . 

West  Point 

Wilber 

Wisner 

Wood  River 

•  Wymore 

York 


63 

62 

69 

339 

'76 

183 

180 

202 

29C 

57 

lOf 

25( 

395 


82 

53 

56 

121 

42 

56 

124 

117 

52 

59 

77 

200 

237 


32 
50 
•65 

107 
30 
81 

111 
85 
75 
80 
36 
50 

212 


50 
39 
51 

141 
21 
51 
60 
16 
21 
48 
21 
49 

106 


227 
204 
241 
708 
169 
371 
475 
420 
438 
244 
239 
549 
950 
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TABLE  NO.  29. 

Graded  Schools — Average  Attendance,  Number  of  Teachers,  Average 
Number  of  Pupils  per  Teacher  on  Enrollment  and  on  Attend- 
ance for  the  Year  Ending  July  13, 1891. 


Total  for  state 

Ainsworth 

Albion 

Alma , 

Arapahoe 

Arlington 

Ashland 

Atkinson 

Auburn 

Aurora , 

Beatrice 

Beaver  City 

Blair 

Bloomington 

Blue  Hill 

Blue  Springs 

Bradshaw 

Broken  Bow 

Bpownville 

Carleton 

Cambridge 

Central  City 

Chadron  

Clarks 

Columbus 

Chester , 

Cortland 

Cozad 

Crete 

Creighton 

Culbertson 

Davenport 

David  City 

Decatur 

De  Witt 

Dorchester 

Edgar  

Elm  Creek 


378 
160 
192 
198 
191 
128 
495 
185 
372 
449 
1292 
160 
588 
142 
180 
170 
100 
345 
137 
137 
144 
230 
243 
172 
468 
178 
190 
131 
514 
185 
138 
162 
396 
105 
162 
154 
275 
70 


1457 

50 

35 

4 

66 

40 

6 

54 

32 

6 

48 

33 

7 

34 

27 

4 

38 

32 

13 

43 

40 

5 

61 

35 

9 

62 

40 

12 

58 

37 

40 

50 

34 

5 

42 

32 

15 

60 

39 

6 

44 

28 

5 

50 

36 

6 

41 

11 

4 

43 

31 
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56 

43 

3 

76 

46 

4 

47 

34 

4 

53 

36 

9 

48 

40 

8 

56 

30 

6 

41 

29 

15 

45 

31 

4 

52 

44 

4 

57 

47 

4 

52 

33 

13 

54 

39 

4 

63 

46 

5 

45 

27 

4 

50 

40 

12 

52 

33 

3 

69 

35 

5 

50 

32 

4 

52 

39 

9 

43 

30 

4 

39 

19 

734 


9 

28 
1 
2 


16 


12 
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CITIES  AND  VILLAGES. 


Trenton 

Ulysses 

Utica 

Valparaiso 

Wahoo 

Wakefield 

Wayne 

Weeping  Water. 

West  Point 

WUber 

Wisner 

Wood  River.... 

Wymore 

York 


d 

I 


gS 


175 
131 
155 
568 
94 
262 
343 
276 
309 
140 
192 
386 
596 
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6 

4 

4 

14 

4 

6 

9 

8 

9 

4 

6 

11 

17 
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lis 


39 
52 
59 
55 
59 
61 
52 
52 
48 
61 
40 
49 
56 
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fig? 

lit 
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30. 

35. 

37. 

43. 

31. 

43. 

38 

36. 

34. 

35. 

32 

35. 
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CITIES  AND  VILLAGES. 


Nelson 

Norfolk 

North  Bend  . . . 
North  lioup... 
North  Platte  . . 

Oakdale 

Oakland 

OdeU 

Ohiowa 

Omaha 

O'Neill 

Ord 

Orleans 

Osceola 

Oxford \ 

Papillion 

Pawnee  City . . . 

Plainview 

Plattsmouth... 

Ponca 

Ravenna 

Red  Cloud  .... 

Reynolds 

Riverton 

Rulo 

St.  Paul 

Schuyler 

Scribner 

Seward 

Shelton 

Sidney 

South  Omaha  . 

Stanton 

Sterling 

Stromsbarg  . . . 

Superior 

Sutton 

Syracuse  

Table  Rock 

Tecumseh 

Tekamah 

Tobias 


212 
520 
206 
166 
548 
120 
199 
135 
120 
9715 
250 
258 
138 
228 
101 
130 
492 

88 
903 
375 
127 
350 

60 
126 
138 
314 
530 
144 
400 
208 
158 
780 
112 
147 
212 
3GJ 
400 
191 

84 
390 
350 
194 


66 


16 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


TABLE  NO.  33. 

Partially  Graded  Schools — ^Teachers,  Children  in  District  and  Enrollment 
for  the  Year  Ending  July  13, 189L 

Note— For  corresponding  statistics  for  year  ending  July  11,  1892,  see 
Tables  26,  28,  and  30  of  this  report 


CITIES  AND  VILLAGES. 

Name  of  Pbincipal. 

12; 

i 

B 

1 

Alda ^... 

Alexandria 

H.  W  Kenyon 

3 
4 
3 
3 
4 
2 
5 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 

182 
219 

90 
125 
164 

69 
295 
-96 
100 

95 
165 

75 

98 

179 

Alliance 

C.  C.  Williamson 

219 

Ansley 

C.  T.  Randall 

139 

Arcadia 

J.  J.  Pennepacker 

136 

Arlington 

D.  C.  O'Conner . 

225 

Arnold 

W.  H.  Thompson 

69 

Atkinson 

Ira  Lamb 

304 

Avoca 

Ross  H.  House 

109 

Axtell *. . 

J.  H.  Robb 

115 

Ayr 

C.  P.  Hess 

103 

Bancroft 

D.  W.  GiUUand 

190 

Bartley 

William  Smith.     .     . 

100 

Bassett 

George  M.  Hopkins 

86 

Battle  Creek 

Eeaver  Crossing 

Ella  Carrigan 

3 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 

2 

1 

2 
2 

115 

74 
104 
164 

78 
132 

97 
181 

53 
115 

76 
103 

90 
161 

139 

Beemer 

J.  R  Alcock 

159 

Bellevue 

D.  M.  Lighter 

177 

Bellwood 

Edith  Davis 

185 

Benedict 

M.  Fairman^ 

75 

Belvidere .  ? 

L.  W.  Sabin 

141 

Benkelman 

Mariha  Cain ^ 

T.  A.  Davidson 

110 

Bennett : 

219 

Berlin 

E.  D.  Campbell 

79 

Bertrand 

L.  H.  Thornburg 

118 

Bladen 

H.  C.  Probasco 

102 

Boelus 

A.  L.  Bameby 

119 

Brainard 

J.  R.  Hicks 

103 

Brock 

M.  H.  Carman 

192 

Broken  Bow 

Bromfield 

A.  K.  Wilson 

3 
3 
4 
2 
3 

87 
138 

90 
115 
147 

8+ 

Burchard 

V.M.  Babbitt 

125 

BurWell 

Mrs.  Boyd • 

118 

Callaway 

Calhoun 

J.  B.  Kenagy 

102 

J.  M.  Keating 

178 

Cedar  Rapids 

Chapman 

M.  S.  Blodgett 

2 
2 
2 
4 
3 
2 

101 
83 
65 

169 
82 
86 

115 

Cheney   

Alice  Lahey 

83 

Clearwater 

P.  G.  MiUer 

79 

Clay  Center 

A.  V.  Storm 

170 

Coleridge 

A.  E.  Wood 

94 

College  View 

G.  W.Barge 

145 

Digitized  by LjOOQ IC  _^^^ 


SCl>telllNT£NDDNT^  OV"  PtlBLtC  TNStROCTtON. 


443 


TABLE  NO.  S3.— Continued. 

Partially  Graded  Schools— Teachers,  Children  in  District  and  Enrollment 
for  the  Year  Ending  July  13, 1891. 

Note — For  corresponding  statistics  for  year  ending  July  11,  1892,  see 
Tables  26,  28,  and  30  of  this  report. 


CITIES  AND  VILLAGES. 

Name  of  Pbincipal. 

12; 

1 

2 
d 

d[2 
2S 

2.2 

Cook 

S-  P.  Amott 

2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 

42 
102 

75 
152 

65 
136 

95 
103 
137 
107 
105 
155 
143 

69 

Covington 

EllaMf.Hftnry 

122 

Cowles 

S.  W.  MiUer.*'. 

86 

Craig 

George  A.  Greswold 

H.  E.  Myers 

168 

Crab  Orchard 

94 

Crawford 

Charles  E.  Barber. . 

162 

Creston 

Cassie  Cain 

113 

Curtis 

J.  H.  Nickerson 

125 

Dakota  City 

Mollie  Baker 

179 

Dannebrog 

S.  D.  Smith 

138 

Dawson 

R  L.  Hoff 

127 

Diller 

U.  G.  Mason 

171 

Dodge  

Frank  Fox 

190 

Doniphan 

Douglas 

P.  C.  Jessen 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 

79 
115 

99 
109 

90 
165 

98 
159 

53 
125 

98 
114 
232 
102 

32 

48 

84 
117 
114 
216 
157 

90 
122 
122 

52 
152 
121 

46 

'96 

Du  Bois 

A.  J.  Weaver 

141 

Dunbar 

Neil  Sinclair 

92 

Elba. 

R  H.  Bates 

158 

Elk  Creek 

Charles  Amott. 

135 

Elkhom 

W.  L  Allen 

165 

Elm  wood 

Ellis  Good 

112 

Elwood 

Thomas  Scntt 

135 

Emerson 

John  F.  Fisher. . . 

51 

Endicott  .' 

J.  T.  Albin 

128 

Eustis 

N.  H.  Jones 

80 

Firth 

George  Zahn 

118 

Florence 

E.  J.  Collins 

306 

Grarrison 

T.  W.  Howser 

104 

G^riTig , 

E.  P.  Cromer 

40 

Germantown 

R  R.  Weiss 

72 

Gordon 

Mrs.  I.  McSparran 

84 

Gothenburg 

F.  G.  Bryner 

139 

Grant  ^ 

W.  R  Young 

111 

Grafton 

W.  H.  Bartz 

247 

Greeley 

F.  W.  Russell 

212 

Gresham  . , 

A.  T.  Waltz 

99 

Gretna 

J.  J.  Burwell 

133 

Guide  Rock 

B.  H.  Culver 

138 

Haigler 

A.  E.  McGlashon . . 

75 

Hampton 

George  M,  Catter 

152 

Hardy 

A.  J.  Martin 

151 

Harrison 

Eva  C.  Conner 

55 
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TABLE  NO.  B3.—Cofitinued, 

Partially  Graded  Schools— Teachers,  Children  in  District  and  Enrollment 
for  the  Year  Ending  July  13, 1891. 

Note— For  corresponding  statistics  for  year  ending  July  11,  1892,  see 
Tables  26,  28,  and  30  of  this  report 


CITIES  AND  Vn  J  AGES. 

Name  of  Pbincipal. 

1 
1 

.a* 

^  CD 

o 

Hartington 

Hayes  Center 

C.  E.  Smith 

2 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 

^ 
2 

2 
2 
2 

63 

200 

146 

150 

1^ 

104 

205 

78 

99 

104 

98 

157 

85 

151 

98 

65 

97 

102 

93 

63 

Hay  Springs 

Herman 

J.  S.  Magee 

175 

M.  J.  Garrett 

1^ 

Hickman 

John  J.  Anderson 

174 

Holland 

E.  H.  Sapp 

m 

Homer  . , 

F.  D.  Fales 

109 

Hubbell 

H.  C.  Pershing 

222 

Humphrey 

G.  A.  CarroU.T 

291 

Jackson 

Jos.  Hall 

115 

Johnson 

L.  B.  Amott 

130 

Johnstown 

Cloud  Rutter 

98 

Kenesaw 

S.  A.  Darland 

178 

Kennard : 

Maude  Kline 

124 

Leigh 

E.  J.  Burkett 

153 

Linwood 

H.  M.  Smith 

168 

Litchfield 

Mattie  Roberts 

82 

McCool 

J.  A.  Bellows 

94 

Marquette 

W.  T.  Gates 

102 

Mason  City 

S.  F.  Sallee 

98 

Meadow  Grove 

Merna 

Isaac  Bartlett 

2 
2 
2 
3 

75 
124 
113 
166 

115 

Millard 

G.  M.  Mnllins           

147 

Milligan 

P.  A.  Ryan 

113 

Nemaha  City 

T.  J.  Williftm*?nn 

183 

Newman  Grove 

Newport 

J.  A.  Nugent 

2 
-3 
2 
2 
2 
4 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
4 

76 

192 

75 

57 

65 

164 

139 

57 

131 

61 

190 

221 

84 

Niobrara 

T.J.  Hunt 

261 

Nysted 

Minnie  Chambers 

107 

Oak 

Ed,  M.  Hussong 

78 

Octavia ^ 

J.  M.  Zentz 

117 

Odell 

A.  A.  Reed 

165 

Ogalalla 

M.  E.  Brown 

133 

Overton 

T.  G.  Cam 

81 

Palmyra 

W.M.  Griffith 

151 

Palmer  . .  ^ 

Apna  Jftwell 

61 

Petersburg 

J.  S.  Spear 

205 

Pierce  

Fred.  C.  Morrow 

235 

Pilger 

Platte  Center 

P.  W.  Hess 

2 
3 
2 

56 
144 
105 

141 

Randolph 

L.  J.  Townsend 

153 

Raymond 

J.W.  Kerns 

120 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SUPERINTENDENT  OP  1>UBLIC  iNSTlltrCTION.  445 

TABLE  NO.  83.— Continued. 

Partially  Graded  Schools — Teachers,  Children  in  District  and  Enrollment 
for  the  Year  Ending  July  13, 1891. 

Note — For  corresponding  statistics  for  year  ending  July  11,  1892,  see 
Tables  26,  28,  and  30  of  this  report 
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